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A TRIPLE DEDICATION. 


L. % 


TO THE PUBLIC. 


In things indiff'rent Reaſon bids us chuſe, 
Whether the whim's a monkey or a Muſe. 
CiURCHIL Le 


WORTHY PATRONS, 


KJ 


"ERF I to addreſs you in the 
ncculipegd declamatory ſtrain which has long been 
adopted as the univerſal language of dedications, viz. 
FLaTTzay, I ſhould not onlv merit your contempt, 
for thus endeevouring to impoſe upon your under- 
ſtandings, but alſo render myſelf ridiculouſly con - 
{picuous, by a feeble attempt to perform that, for 
which, as well by nature, as long eſtabliſhed habir, 
I am otally diſqualified, 

On the other hand, I ſhould eſteem myſelf equally 
meſyy ur cenſureg as being guilty of a flag:as” 

cies Ps mgratitude, were I to omit ar alling 11; + 

elf of ſo favourable an opportunity as now pref” Its 
itſelf of expreſſing the reſpett and veneration I cn- 
tertain for you, reſulting from the very extenh,- 
and ample encouragement with which” you have: 
crowned my indefatigable exertions to obtain vour 
patronage, bs largely contributing to the d: Auſion 
of ſcience and rational entertainment, on ſuch mcac- 
rate terms as were heretotore unknown, 

Permit me to indulge the pleaſing hope, that, 
when I aſſert my mind 13 deeply imprefled with the 
moſt grateful ſenſe of the obl: vation, I thall be ho- 
noured with credit, If this opinion be well toundes, 
to enlarge on the ſubject were ſuperfliious—if other- 
viſe, the ſtrongeſt argument, the mott ſplendid aud 


oy 


vi DEDICATION. 


forcible language could copvey, would not enſure 
conviction ; I therefore defiſt, fully perſuaded that 
| the moſt ſatisfaftory demonſtration I can poſſibly ex- 
18 hibit of the ſincerity of this declaration, will be, an 
i inviolable adherence to that uniform line of conduct 
Li - which has zIready ſecured your approbation to a de- 
| gree eminent as unprecedented, and which is indeed 
| | daily rendered more evident, by a progreſſive increaſe 


in the number and extent of your commands ; truſt- 
Ing, that ſo long as = find my practice invariably 
| correſpondent to thoſe profeſſions ſo frequently exhis 
| bited to your notice (from which to deviate would 
| render me unworthy your protection) you will, in 
defiance of all malignant oppoſition, firmly perſevere 
in the liberal ſupport of him whoſe primary ambition 
it is, and during lite ſhall be, to diſtinguiſh himſelf as, 


—_ 


WORTHY PATRONS, 


Your much obli 4 
Ever grateful, 
S | w votes ub ſervants 
s Chiſwell-Street, : 


October 1791, XY AMES LACKINGTON. 
| or 
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DEDICATION. vi 


IT. / 


To that part of the numerous bidy of BOOK - 
SELLERS of Great Britain and Ir:!und, whoſe 


conduCtt jusTLY claims the atonal Hil of 
RESPECTABLE ; 


Whoſe candour and liberality he has jn numerous inſtances 


experienced, and feels a ſenſible pleaſure in thas pewicly 
acknowie{ging : 


And laſtly, (though not leaſt in Fame) | 


I. 


To thoſe ſordid and malevolent BOOKSELLERS, 
whether they reſplendent dwell in ſtately man- 
fions, or in wretched huts of dark and groveling 


DOI ; 


— 


—« I'll give every « one a ſmart Jah. in my way” — 
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To whoſe afliduous amd unwearied labouts to injure his re- 
putation with their brethren and the public, he is in a conſide- 
rable degree indebted for the confidence repoſed in him, and 
the ſucceſs he has been honoured with, procuetive of his pre- 
fent profperity, 
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THESE MEMOIRS, | 
are, with all due diſcrimination of the reſpe&tive mer its of eachy 


Tnſcribed b;; 


THE AUTHOR. 


-- 


DT TAC I 


To print or not. to print ?=this is the queſtion ? 
-W herther 'tis b.tter in a trunk to bury | 
The quirks and crotchets of outrageous fancy, 


*—— -*Or fend a well wrote copy to the preſs, 


And, by diſcloſing, end them ? 


— 


For who would bear th' impatient thirſt of fame, 
The pride of confcious merit, and *bove all, 
© The tedious importunity of friends —— 


| PE 11790 bg Oe + | - mpma_—_ 

To groan and'fweat-under a-load of wit ? 

— { ww 

'Tis Critics that makes cowards of vs all, Jaco, 


(COVE, it has been repeatedly 

obſerved by many of my worthy 
{and ſome perhaps zxworthy). predeccſſors in author- 
thip, bas rendered a preface almoſt indiſpenſably ne- 
cefiary ; while others again have as frequently . re- 
marked, that ** cuſtom is the law of fools.” Thoſe 
conſiderations induced me to hefitate whether I 
ſhould uſher my performance into the world with 
a preface, and thus hazard being clafſed with the 
adherents to that law, or by omitting it, eſcape the 
opprobrium, fur ** awho ſhall deci e avhen dofors dife 
agree ?”*? Now, though I would not take upon me. 
to decide in every point in. which doctors diſagree, 
yet, atter giving the preſent ſubje& that mature con- 
fideration which ſo important a concern required, I 
thought myſelf {ully competent to decide, 1t not to 
general ſatstaction, at leaſt Yo as fully to ſatisfy one 
particular perion, for whom I profeſs to have a very 
great regard, though perhaps few are to be found 
who would be equally condeſcending to him; who 
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5 PREFACE. 1% 
that perſon is I' do not wiſh publicly to declare, as: 
(being a very modeſt man) it might offend him. I 
ſhall only ſay, the more- you read the: memoirs con- 
tained in the following pages, the better you will be- 
come acquainted with him. TI ground my decition 
on theſe arguments; I concluded, as moſt of my 
brethren of the quill do of their labours, that my per- 
formance poſſeſſed ſo much intrinſic merit, as would 


occaſion it to be univerſally admired by all 'good 


judges, as a prodigious effort of human. genius ; and” 
that this approbation mult naturally excite the envy 
of ſome authors, who had not met with that higli 
applauſe they deemed themſelves entitled to, and 
incline them to ſearch for imperfeCtions in my work ; 
and though I was perfuaded of the impoſſibility of _ 
their finding any, yet being thus foiled, they might 
catch at the want T 16 preface, and: conſtrue tat mto 
an omiſſion, ſo that in order to diſarm them, I re- 
ſolved to have one, eſpecially as thoſe who ceem 
prefaces unneceſſary may, if they chooſe, decline 
reading it; whilſt thoſe en the other fide of the 
queſtion, if there was none, might be diſappointed, 
and have cauſe for. complaint; but to be ſerious. 
(af I can) : | 

Almoſt every author on producing the: effufions- 
of his pen (and his brain if he has any) thinks it pru-- 
dent to-introduce himſelf by a kind of Prologue, as it 
may be called, ſtating his reaſons with due preciſion: 
for intruding himſelf on his readers (whether-true or 


- otherwiſe, is not always material. to an any beſpeak- 


ing: their candour towards his weaknefles and imper- 
fections (which, by the bye, few are ſo ſenfible of as: 
their readers) and not unfrequently endeavouring to 
ſoothe thaſe GOLIAHS in literature, ycleped critics, 
(with whom not many little Davids are hardy enough 
to contend) hoping thus to. coax them into good 
humour; or, perhaps, if his vanity preponderates, 
he throws the gauntlet of defiance,. with a view of 
terrifying them either to hold their peace, or to do 
juſtice to thoſe mighty abilities he is. confident he 


prongs in a degree eminently ſuperior to moſt of his. 
ethren, ; 
B3: 
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x PREFACE, 

Among © true Parnafſhan bullies”? De Scudery 
ſtinds one of the foremoſt ; he concludes his preface 
ro the works of h1s friend 'Theophile, with theſe re- 
markable words, ** I do rot hettare ro declare, that 
amongſt all-the dead and all the living, there is no 
perſon who has any thing to ſkew, that approaches - 
the force of this vicorous genius; but if amongſt the 
hatter, any one were fo extravagant as to contider 
that I detract from his imaginary glory, to ſhew him 
that fear as little as I eſteem him, this is to mform 
tim that my name is DE SCUDERY.” We have 
another remarkable initance in Claude Terllon, a 
po: tical ſoldier, who b:gins his peems, by inform- 
ing the critics, that ** it any one attempts to cen» 
ſure him, he will only condeſcend to aniwer him 
iword 1a hand.” 

For my own part, I diſclaim theſe modes : cons 
vinced, that in the firit caſe, every reader, whatever 
the author may plead, will judge for him elf. 
To profeſſed critics I will repeat the following lincs:; 


* Think, at your bar, ro old off:nCer ſtands, | 
« Us'd to Giſpute and ſpurn at y our COMmMands z— 
* No author bred in academic ſchools ' 

« To write by you's, or Ariſtotle'sfules ;j—— 


And were I ſo diſpoſed, neither my natural or ac» 


quired abilities enable me to bully thoſe who muſt be 
very ill qualified for their taſk, it they were thus to . 
be intimidated from declaring their real ſentiments ; 


and, on the other hand, to afte:t a degree of huma- 


lity, and by flaitery to aim at warping their minds, 
is, in my opinion, paying them a very bad compli- 
ment; ſv I will only quute , for them four lines more 
of poetry ; | 


« Critics, forgive this Grit Eſſay 
« Of one whoſe thonglits are plain, 

« Whoſe heart is full, who tevyer means 
« To ſteal your time agaimn.”* Pe 


| Never ſhould I have ventured to appear in this 
habir before the public, had not the follow:ng mo- 


gves urged me thereto ; L 
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PEEF ACHE i Wo 

Many of my acquaintances have frequently ex- 
prefled a defire of obtaining from myſelt ſuch partt- 
culars as they could rely on, of my paſſage through 
life, ' 

I have even been repeatedly threatened by fome 
particular friends, that if IT declined drawing up a 
narrative, they were determined to do it for me ; one 
of the firit mentioned gentlemen prevailed on me (as 
the moſt likely mode to bring it to a period) to devote 
now and then. a ſpare hour in minuting down ſome of 
the moſt material occurrences of my lite, and to ſend 
them to him in an epiſtolary form, intefiding to digr[t 
the whole imo a regular narrative for publication : 
that gentleman, however, on peruſal, was of opinron, 
that it would be additionally acceptable to the cu- 
rious part of the public, if exhibited to them in the 
plain and ſunple manner in which theſe letters. were 
written, as thus tending to dilplay ſuch traits an 
features of a. ſomewhat origina! character, and"give 
a more perfect idea of ©, I, preat I, the little hero 


of each tale,” than any other mode that conld have 


been adopted ; efpecially, .as many 7ntel/zzent perfous 
were confident I could not write at all, while others 
tindly attributed: to me what I never witte. 


Cr 
— — 


— ©«© Then think, _ 
« That he who thas is forc'd & ſpear, | 


&« Unleſs commanded, would have died in filence.” 


If among the multitude of memoirs under which 
the preſs has groaned, and with which it ſtil conti- 
nues to be tortured, the following ſheets ſhould afford 
ſome, degree of entertaininent, as a relaxation from 
more grave and {olid ſtudies, to an inquiſitive and 
cani1d reader (thoſe of an oppoſite deb-rinden ars 
not to be pleaſed with the ableſt perturmance) and 
be ſhould dem it not the worſt, nor the molt expen- 
ſive among the numerous tribe, 1 ſhall eſteem myſeif* 
amply rewarded; hid 1, however, becn diſpoſed to - 

e more attentive to entert4yininent, and leofs to vera- 
City, I might, to. many, , have rendered it much more 
agreeable, though lefs ſatisfactory ro my (elf, as 1 be- 


_ heve the obſeryation long fince mad; tg be juit, that 


R 4 


x1} | PREFACE. 
few books are ſo ill written, but that ſomething may 
be gleaned trom the peruſal, 
hould the inſignificance of my life induce any 
: penny ouee qualified to preſent the world with 4:s, 
ig with intereſting events, y diſpoſing of ſeveral 


| large editions of that performance will afford me more 
lf folid ſatisfaftion as a bookſeller, than any ſucceſs ot 
| _ emolument which can pothibly ariſe from this my 
Lil trſt, and moſt probably laſt, eſſay as an author. 
It If unfortunately any of my kind rcaders ſhould 
Wi find the book ſo horridly dull and ſtupid, that they 
cannot get through it, or if they do, and wiſh not to 
|} travel the ſame road again, I here declare my perfect 
| | readineſs to ſupply them with abundance of books, 


much more witty, much more whatever they 

pleaſe, they never ſhall want books while L. is able 

| ro affiſt them; and whether they prefer one of his 

Vt writing, or that of any other author, he proteſts he 

*\[f will not be in the ſmalleſt degree offended: let every 
author make the ſame declaration it he can. 

Should my memoirs be attended with no other be- 
nefit to ſociety, they will at leaſt tend to ſhew what 
may be effected by a perſevering habit of induftry, 

| and an upright conſcientious demeanor in trade to- 
wards the public, and probably inſpire ſome one of 
perhaps ſuperior abilities, with a laudable ambnion, 
to emerge trom ovbſcurity, by a proper application of 
thoſe talents with which Providence has favoured 
him, to his own credit and emolument, as well as 
the benefit of the community. To fuch an one I 
ever have, and ever ſhall wiſh every poflible ſucceſs, 
as it has uniformly becn wy opinian, that whatever 
is thus acquired, is more honourable to the parties 
tha'1 the poſſeſſion of wealth obtained without avy 
intrinſic merit or exertion, and which 1s too fre- 
quently conſumed with rapidity in the purſuit of 
vice and difſipation, | 

One word to my old friends the bookſellers under 
No. III. of my dedication. This publication it is 
to be expected will tend to excite ſome degree of 
mirth in them. Conſcious that I have often been 
the caufe (however unintentional on my part) of ex« 


PREFACE. - XU 
eiting leſs peaung ſenſations in them, I will readily 
allow them full ſcope; however, according to the- 
well known adage, ** Let them laugh who win,” I 
hope they will indulge me in the ſame propenſity of. 
laughing, if not af them,. at leaſt with them. ; 


—ſuch the vanity of great and ſmall, | 
Contempt goes round, and all men laugh at all. Younc.. 


As a proof of my friendly diſpoſition, I ſhall here 
add a piece of advice, which I do not hefitate. to pro-- 
nounce will, if attended to, entitle them to promo- 
tion among t my ff claſs of bookiellers, and eventual-. 
ly prove more beneficial than a conſtant perſeverance 
in the mode of conduct they haye hitherto purſued ;- 
aad thoſe who have children will, I hope, ſee the 
propriety of inculicating the ſame doctrine to them -. 
for their future benefit ; and I flatter myſelf my ad-- 
vice will proveequally productive of benefit toa great 
number of the community at.large, as well as to book-- 
ſcllers. Tt - this: 6 ofa i F 

If they obierve an n by induſtry and appli-- 
cation rs Anaainct Bo "hy R an honeſt [;velibocd In; 
that live for which his talents or diſpoſition have: 
> 29.7666 him, never to attempt, by dark inuendoes, 

y hints, and falſe afperſions, to. injure him, as, if 
he happens to be a. man. of becoming ſpirit, ſuch con-. _ 
dut will only tand tv increaſe his exertions, and: 
render hun 111 more cautious to obtain; a good cha- 
racter; in-ſo.dving their weapons will- recoil on them- 
ſelves, and they wii! have the mortification to ſee 
him flouriſh, whilſt they become obj«&s of contempt 
ta the eyes of the public, and will of courſe be 
avoided by them. Here perhaps it, wHl be remarked: 
that I have even ad to differ 1h opinion from 
the great Lord Bacon; that philoſophical luminary- 
though! that the eye of an.enyious perſon darts.a pe-. 
culiar virulence,, which wounds its objefts: and thus. 
he accounts tor perſons in a trtumph, 'or any exalted 
proſperity, being more liable tobe. hurt by, it. than, 
others, - ; 

But I forget myſelf —from-Cevating whether-a.pre>. 
face was really neceffary or not, if I proceed: thus, 

: 3 


Fi | PREFACE; : 
I ſhall produce one as long as my book, as indee@ 
fome oft my ſeniors in authorſhip have done ' before 
me, though not altogether conſiſtent-with propriety. 

'F will therefore conclude with a wiſh that my 
readers may enjoy the feaſt with the ſame good hu- 
mour with which I have prepared jt; they will meet 
with ſome /o/i4/ though not much coarſe food, and the 
major pait, I hope light and eaſy of digeſtion ; thoſe 
with keen appetites will partake of each diſh, while 
others more delicate may ſelect ſuch diſhes as are 
more light,” and better adapted to their palates ; they 
are all genuine Britiſh fare, But leſt they ſhould be 
at a lols to know what the entertainment conſiſts of, 
I beg leave to inform them, that 'it contains forty- 
. ſeven diſhes of various ſizes, which (if they calculate 
the expence of their admiſſion tickets) they will find 
docs not amount to two-pence per diſh ; 'and'what I 
- hope they will conſider as 77men/ely valuable (m com- 
pliance with the precedent fer by Mr. Farley, a _ 
tleman eminent. in the culinary ſcience) a ſtriking 
likeneſs. of their Cook into the bargain, * 

I bave alſo prepared a bill of farg at the end of 
the volume. Ladies an& gentlemen, pray be ſeated ; 
you are heartily welcome, and much good may it 
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SECOND AND SUBSEQUENT EDITIONS. 


'Tis nothing new, I'm ſure you know, 

For thoſe who write, their works to thew; 

And if they're" praiſed, .or render'd yain, 

'Tis ten to one they write again : x 

And then they read it o'ec with care,. » 
Eorrecing here, and addiag there, Mrs. SAvaGEe. 


a 


HE firſt edition of my memoirs 

"22 was no ſooner publiſhed, than 

my old envious friends, mentioned in the third claſs 
of my dedication, found out that it was ** d—n'd' 


-ſtaff!: d—n'd low !”* the production of a cobler, and 
-only fit to amuſe that honourable fraternity, or ro 


line their: garrets and ſtalls; and many gentlemen,. 
who are my cuſtomers, have informed me, that when 
they aſked for them 'at ſeveral ſhops, they received 
for anſwer, that they had already too much walte 
paper, and would not increaſe it by keeping Lacking- 
ron's Memoirs ; and ſome kindly added, * You need 
not be in haſte to purchaſe, as in the courſe of the 


Chriſtmas holidays, Mr. Birchy in Cornhill, will wrap 


up all his mince-pies with them, and diſtribute them 
through the town for the public good.” Lord Bacon 
remarks,  ** that it was well ſaid that envy has no 


holidays.” And thus 


« With all the eunuch's melancholy ſpite, 

« They growl-:t you, becauſe they cannot write ; 
« A gloomy filence, envy's pang wparts, CARE ON 
« Qr ſome cold hint betravs their canker'd hearts.”” 


OI 
_ 
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xvi PREFACE TO THE SECOND - 

But the rapid ſale of this Life ſoon cauſed them to 
alter ther ſtories; and I was very much ; 24pm to. 
hear that ſeveral of thoſe-gentlemen; - who had ſcarce: 
done exclaiming, * Vile traſh! beneath all criticiſm !'” 
&c. began to praiſe the compoſition ; and on looking 
into the Englith Review, 1 found that the editors had 
filled ſeven pages in reviewing thoſe Memoirs, and 


had beſtowed much praiſe on the author, I was then 


ready to conclude, that their generous and manly 
1npartality had, in a miraculous manner, effected 


the converſion of others.. But I was ſoon convinced, . 


that meanneſs can never be exchanged for generoſity ; 
and that thoſe that had been ** unclean were unclean. 


ſill ;? as Churchill ſays, | ; 


| ©« That envy,. which was woven inthe frame 
« At firſt, will to the laſt remain the ſame. 
« Reifon may drown, may die, but envy's rage, 
« Improves with-time,. and gathers ſtreagth from age.” 


It ſeems that ſeveral of thoſe literal-minded men,, 
_ prodigiuuſly morrified at the: encreafing ſale of- 
my 'Lite, applied: to difterent-authors in oxder: to get 
one of them to father my book: but theſe authors, 
either from principie, or from knawing that my ma- 


.nuſcript was. _ in my fhop. for the inſpection of 
r 


the public, or from ſome other motive,. refuſed to. 
adopt the poorbantling: and not only fo, but laughed 
at,. and expoſed: the mean contrivance, to the very 


great diſappointment. of thoſe kind.and honeft-hearted” 


_frien !s of mine. — 


"Tis hard to ſay, what myſteries of fate,, 

What turus of fortune, on poor writers wait ;- 

The party flave will 'wound himryas he can, $94 
And dama the merit, if he hates the raatt. W., HarTe.. 


That I might not be juſily charged with ingrati- .| 
tude, I. take this opportunity of thanking my friends, 


cuſtomers, and the public, for. their. candid receptian 
of my volume; the ſale of which, ayd- the encq- 
miums I have received on the ſubje, both by letter 
and otherwiſe, have far exceeded. my moſt ſanguine 


and ſelf-flatering expeRations; I very. ſenſibly feel 


et” ae the! % 
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the obligation! Their generoſity has overwhelmed 
me! I am overpaid, and remain their debtor! 


« A truce with jeſting ;. what There impart 

«Is the warm overflowings of a grateful heart ; 

« Come good,. come bad, while life or mem'ry laſt, 
« My mind ſhall treaſure ap your favours paſt.” 


- - But, leſt F ſhould be over vain, T muſt at the ſame 
time declare, that I have received ſcurnlous and abu- 
five letters from ſeveral of Mr. Weſley's people, merely 
| becauſe I have expoſed theiv ridiculous principles, 
and abſurd praCtices ;; but more particularly, for 
having pulled off the hypocritical veil from /ome of 
thoſe /an&ified deceivers which are amongſt them, 

The numerous letters of approbation which I have 
received. from rational intelligent gentlemen, cone 
vinces me that I have not wronged the cauſe of manly 
and rational Chriſtianity, nor was it ever my inten» 
tion ſo ta-do.; I at 


But your. philoſophers will ſap, 

Beſt things grow. worſe when they decay. 

If Phoebus” ray too fiercely burn, *a 

The richeſt wines to ſoureſt turn. E: LLovD.. 


I. here alſo preſent my compliments and ſincere 
thanks to my, unpartial friends, under the ſecond 
claſs of my. dedication, for the friendly diſpoſition: 
they have .thewn, in freely diſtributing my Memoirs 
among their. cuſtomers, and they may be aflured, 
that I will not let ſlip any opportunity. of making 
. them proper returns for all their favours. | 
.  T eannot conclude this preface without.ſaying ſome- 

thing about thas edition. | | A SY 
hen I. put the firſt edition to the preſs, I really 
Intended to print but a ſmall. number; ſo that when. 
| I was preyailed on, by ſome of, my friends, to print 
. a very large impreffion, I. had. not. the leaſt idea of 
ever being able. to ſell the whole ; and of courſe had 
not any intention of printing other editions. But the 
rapid ſale of the work, and the many letters which T 
am continually receiving from gentlemen, in variovts. 


parts of, Great, Britain and Ireland, who arc pleaſed. 
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to honour me with their approbation and thanks, en- 
couraged me to read the whole over with more aiten- 
tion, to correct ſuch typographical errors as had eſ-. 
caped my obſervation, and to improve the language 
in numberlefs places, and yct many errors ſhll re- 
Main. | | 
In executing this plan, I perceived that I had 
j __ omitted to introduce many things which would have 
Hl! been an improvement'to the work ; and while 1nſert- 
wm ing them, others occurred to my memory, fo that 
i | moſt parts of the work is now very much enlarged, 


Mii But although theſe aUditions' have increaſed the-ex- 
Wt!!! pences of printing and paper, to near double, yet I 
have added: but Sixpence to the price. Had profit 
; been my morive, I could have divided the work' into 
| _ twe volumes, and I may add that each volume would 
| have been larger than ſome ix ſhilling: ones lately 
publiſhed. * TORICTs STS 
| To ſuch as aſk why theſe additions were not printed 
| ſeparatcly, to the end that ſuch as purchaſed the firit 
[it edition, myght have had them without purchaſing 
i the whole work over again? I anſwer, had that been 
'"* practicable, I would have done it ; -but thoſe” addi- 
| tions being ſo many, and ſo various, rendered that 
_ method impoſſible, as every one who will "take' the 
W111 trouble to compare the various editions, muſt rea- 
i dily acknowledge; nor can the purchaſers of even 
the firſt edition complain with refpe& to the price, 
it being equal in fize to moſt new publications which 
are ſold at Six Shillings. 'And although ſome may 
think that the prefixed head is of no value, I can af- 
'fure-them, that I am of a very different opinion, az 
keaft of the original; and I have the pleaſure to add, 
that a very great number of my cuſtomers have been 
 biphly pleaſed to have fo ſtriking a tkeneſs of their 
old bookſeller. Nor am TI the firſt of the fraternity 
who has publiſhed his head; Mr. Nicholſon (com- 
© monly called Maps) bookſeller at Cambridge, two 
years ſince, had his head finely engraved; it is a 
good Hkeneſs, and is ſold at 10s. 6d. Francis Kirk- 


m__ 4 


, - 
COUPE EEE — ND 4 oe A Aire Re, 


.* - ," PS. . ke * —” "2 _” oy » "IE " 

AX a "4+ , x” E1 $ " tn" - wy 4% > p; e.) = £4. 
F : 2 = =” >» T > "2" ITT. : POTN, . Þ. - os. 4 v 
Fed ra cs #4 *% 4 ai. FR as EO RTTp,> *.4 - _ 


POT om + Et Os i <A 
(* [1 th of 4 m . 
> rn 6. > SEEMS ng 


| =; p 
_ + | - ts 


w_— ,— 4-4 —_ 
= > 4 ori 9 
TOs FF LR 
, , & p C 


* This is only rgeaut of the oRavo editions = 


oor 204 a 


as OF 
3 *y % XY mw 
, * 


Ne OI9. - OT REna, a —— —_— 
WAS ne gn Garde agen; rg Io OCT er Cor 
A AF SY, * » «oF $ '# 4, . - I» *Y A 
. V 2 -P IS + 4 $ Sas N. EW Ty $ $4 
SL . - \ . wo 5 S- Þ 0 : 
Roe BE, "a . 
> 
* 


x. 
"* pw » ie 
WTI; 

» 


L..: wt 


— 


HF 

wo 
i WAS 
wt —< . 


".. . 
el 12 IE, OO 
AY - 


EI 
» es. S. 


_ 


a nt Mk 2: 
wo 
, WE. 
: - 


SW 


<8 


ee, 


at 


5 on = by 4 on 


_«: 
4 5 


; Lig RE ens II 


gee iti hs har 
4 ar F 
© _ — 


ET ng 
” - ir 


ks ab A 


ns Se ES 


LD We ag. 
mw ney 


ry _ 
we & * wee 
- 


mx 


AND SUBSEQUENT EDITIONS. =xix 


man, partner with Richard Head (laſt century) pre- 
fixed his portrait to a book, entitled ** The Wits, 
or Sport upon Sport.””. This Francis Kirkman alſo 
publiſhed Memoirs of his own Life, and probably 
led the way to John Dunton, . See Granger's Bio- 
graphical Hiſtory of England, vol. iv. 

1 could make. many other apologies— 


- ——- But why ſhould I diſtruſt, 
My judges are as merciful as juſt ; 
I know them well, have oft their friendſhip try'd, 
And their preteRion i is my boaſt—my pride. 
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Pr S-8-4, 
| Occaſianed by reading 
'The LIFE cf Mr, JAMES LACKING TON. 


Addreffed to the ingenious AUTHoORy 
By an UNKNOWN FEIEND.. 


—— 0 a—_— 


S1 NCE your pen, Friend Unkown, ſuch improvement 
conveys, ; 
*Tis but juſtice to you that this Tribute repays;. 
For when in the Boſom mild Gratitude burns, 
*Tis a pleafing relief which the Feeling returns :, 
For as dear as the Light to the thoughts of the Blind, 
Is the Pen, or the Voice that enlightens the Mind; 
And the more, as from Nature and Genins untaught. 
Your various adyentures and humour are brought, 
Which diſplay all the farce of the Methodiſt Plan,, 
The ſhame of Religion, of Reaſon, and Man ; 
White no Libertine Motives their Secrets diſpenſe, . 
But Propriety joins hand-in-hand with good Senfſe,. 
Oh ! with thee, could the Crowd view each ſanQtified ſcene;. 
Where the Hypocrite oft wears Simplicity's mien ;. 
Where yout i, . ſecond- childhood, and weakneſs of Sex,. 
Are objects they ever prefer. to perplex.; 
ike th-2, they'd contemn, or indignantly leave, 
Whom Folly, and Knav'ry, cumbine to deceive; 
And whofe Newgate Conve) frons blaſpbemouſly paint 
The wretch moſt depraw'd,. the moſt exce/lent Saint, 
Goon ; and diſcover eac!: latent deſign, 
And your rivals expoſe,. who 'gainſt Learning combine :- 
Q'er fuch craft ſhal! fair conduR,. like thine, fill prevail, 
And an enyy'd ſucceſs lay them low in the Scale. 
But as Time is toa ſho! t all your. ſteps to retrace, 
Let your Lre.s ſpeak the reſt, and ſucceed in their place :. 
How Books mcnd the munners; aid now fo «hound, | 
Where Rudeneſs and Isiiorance lately were found. 
But plan Truth, for tel, it muſt ſtill be confeſt, 
Is the faithfulleſt advocate-— therefore the heſt : 
$6 1 riſe from the Feaſt with a ſatisfied mine, 
That the fame every Paſte, and each Temper, may find. 


Nil to drop all campari(:!:, Mental's the fare, 


That needs only good taſte to invite vs to ſhare ; 
Entertainment and Knowledge, the objects in view ; 
Thea receive, as the Donar, the Praiſe that is due. 


ButyY ST, Epmund'ss - C. Hos, 
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7. LACKINGTON, 
\ BOOKSELLER, 


LETTER 1. 


Others with wiſhful eyes on Glory look, 

When they have got their picture tow'rd a book, 

Or pompous title, like a gaudy Sign 

Meant to betray dull ſots to wretched wine. 

If at his title L— had dropt his quill, | 

L might have paſt for a great genius ſtill : 

But L——, alas! (excuſe him if you can) 

Is now a Scribbler, who was once a man. 

Youno's Loye of Fame. 

DEAR FRIEND, : | 


OU have often requeſted me to- 
devote what few leiſure moments I could ſpare, in 
minuting down ſome: of the principal occurrences of 
my life, with a view, ſooner or later, of exhibiting: 
the account to the public eye ; who, as you were ® 
pleaſed to ſay, could not but be ſomewhat curious. to- 
learn ſome well-authenticated particulars of a man, - 
well known to have riſen from an obſcure origm to a 
degree of notice, .and to a participation of the favor 
of the Public, in a particular line of befineſs, I may 
without vanity ſay, hitherto unprecedented. This 
will appear more conſpicuous if you conſider, that I 
was not only extremely poor, but laboured under 
every other diſadvantage; being a ſtranger in Londogg 
and without friends, &c, : 
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Ever willing to pay a becoming deference to the 
judgment of a perfon of your acknowledged merits, 
and whom TI have the felhicity of numbering among 
my firmeſl friends, yet being lefs anxious to appear as 
an adventurer amovg the numerous tribe of authors, 
than to continue a conliderable vender of the produce 
of their labours, I have continually delayed . com- 
ply:ng with your kind wiſhes.—By the eve do2s 
the publication of a Catalogue of Books entitle the 
 compiler+'to the name of Auther £ It it does, many 

Bookſellers have long had a claim'to that diſtinction, 
by the annual publication of their Catalogues, and 
mylſelt, as author of a very voluminous one every fix 
months. The reaſon for my aſking this queſtion is, 
I laſt year obſerved, that a ccrtainy bookſeller pub- 
liſhed his firſt Catalogue with this IntroduGtion : 
— « As this is the firſt: Catalogue ever the AuTuwoR 
made, and 1s done 1n great haſte, he hopes inaccura= 
cies will be treated with lenity,?? Re 
| But to return from this digreffion, I ſhould pro- 
bably have. fill delayed compiling my narratrve, if 
the editors of a certain periodical publication, who 
monthly labour to be witty, had not deemed me of 
ſufficient conſequence to introduce into their work, 
what they arc plea'ed to call a Portrait of me! and 
though it was by them intended as a caricature, yet 1 
am perſuaded it will appear to thoſe who beſt know 
"me, :as a daubing more cCharatteriftic of the hcavy 
bruſh of a -manutaCturer, of figns, than: the; delicate 
encal of a true. portrait-painter ; and on that account 
I ſhould moſt, certainly baye conſidered it as unworthy 
of notice, had they. nat daubed me with falſe features, 
. {Phbis at once determined /my waycring reſolution, aud 
TJ am now 4ully refolved-to minute down-4uch parti- 
.cutars-of my paſſage through hte, as, though not 
-aderned with- an elggance of Ryle, will, I affure you, 
-poſleſs, what 49 you,:. I flatter; myſelf, w1ll be a greater 
. redommendation,.vis. a fridtiadbereyce to truth, 
0 | be To porop or pathos I make'no pretence, 
_& But range in the broad path of commoa ſenſe, 7M 
-« G Nor eyer burrow an the dark ſublire,” | 


- 


\ 
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And though no doubt you will meet with ſome oc- ' 
curences in which you may find cauſe for cenſure, 
yet I hope others will preſent themfelves, which your 
candour will induce you to commend, 


DPriJain not then theſe trifles to attend, 
Nor fear to blame, nor Study to commend. 


-Lord Hervey. 


Should you be able to afford the whole a patient 
perufal, and think the account meriting the public 
eve, I ſhall chearfully ſubmit to your deciſion, con= 
vinced that you w1ll not, | | 


« With mean complacence e'er betray your truſt, 
« Nor be to civil as to prove unjuſt.” 


John Duntoen, a brother Bi3liopole, long fince ex- 
hibited a whole volume of dulnefſs, which he called 
his © Life and errors.” The latter term I believe 
might be a very proper appendage to the title page 
ef the innumerable lives which have been, and which 
will be publiſhed : For what man will dare to fay of 
himſelf, his life has not been loaded with errors ? 
That mine has beenſuch I readily acknowledge ; and 
ſhould this narrative be publiſhed, many perhaps may 

deem that a another (poſſibly the greateſt) error. 
To thoſe I ſhall only obſerve, that, | 


« Toerr is human, to forgive divine.” 


As an additional ſtimulus, I can affure you as an 
abſolute fact, that ſereral .gentlemen have at dif- 
ferent periods (one very lately) intimated to me their 
1: tentions of engaging in the taſk if I any longer 
declined it, | | | 34 

Of my firſt-mentioned #/nd Biegraphers I ſhall take 
my leave, with a couplet, many -years fince written 
by an eminent poet, and not inapplicable to the pre- 
{cnt uſe: | þ 


& Let B-— charge low Grub- ſtreet on my quill, 
« And write whateer he pleafe, except—mMy WILL.” 


And of you, for the preſent, after informing you my 
next ſhall contain.a faithful account of particulars re 


w— —— ———CL — —— 
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lative to the early part of my life, with afſuring you 


that I am | 
Dear Friend, 


| Your ever obliged 


= 
_— — 
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LETTER I. 


Why ſhonld my birth keep down my mounting $pirit ? 

Are not all creatures ſubje& unto Time; 

To time, who doth abuſe the world, 

And fills it full of hotch-podge baſtardy ? 

There's legions now of beggars on the Earth, 

T hat their original did ſpring from Kings ; 

And many monarchs now, whofe fathers were 

The riff-raff of their age ;. for time and fortune- 

Wears out a noble train to beggary ; 

And from the dunghill- minions do advance 

To ftate; and mark, in this admiring world, 

This is but courſe, which in the name of fate 

Is Jeen as often as it whirls about. 

The river Thames that by our door doth paſs, 

His firſt beginning is but ſmall and ſhallow, 

Yet keeping on his courſe grows to a ſea.” | 
SHAKSPEARE'S Cromwell. 


DEAR FRIEND, 


| N my laſt T hinted that T ſhould. 
confine myſelf to a plain narrative of fats, uncm- 
belliſhed with the meretricious aid of lofty figures, or 

preſentations of things which never had exiſtence, 
but in the brain of the author. I ſhall therefore not 
trouble you with a hiſtory of predictions which fore- 
told the future greatneſs of your humble ſervant, nor: 
with a minute account of the aſpects of the planets at 


the very auſpicious and important crifis when. firſt. L 
inhaled the air of this buſtling orb : 


- Whatever ſtar did at: my birth preva'l, 
Whether my fate was weigh'd in Libra's ſcale ;. 
Or Scorpio reign'd, whoſe gloony pow'r” 
Rules dreadful &g'er the natal hour ;. 


— 
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Or Capricorn with angry rays, - 1 1576 
Thoſe tyrants of the weftern ſkies. HoRACE. 


For extraordinary as it may appear, it has never yet 
occurred to me, that any of the adepts in the aftrolo- 
cgical ſcience have made a calculation of my nativity ; 
*tis provente this high honor is by the planets deſtined 
to a 
nious Mr. S1ztty, in the next edition of his ſtup— 
endous work! And here, for the honor of the craft, 
let me remark, that this moſt ſublime genius has, 
with myſelf, to boaſt (and who would not.,boaſt of 
their genealogy in having a prince for their an- 
ceſtor ?)' in being a Son ot the renowned PRINCE 
CRISPIN. ; | F326 | 
A volume has bcen written with the-title of ** The 
Honor of the Taylors; or, the Hiſtory of Sir Joun 
HawKkwoop.*” But were any learned wfiter to un- 
dertake—+- The Honour: of 'the Shoemakers, or the 
Hiſtory. of ——; hqw' inſignificant wfigure would the 
poor Taylors make, when compared with the honor- 
able cratt ! | | 
« Coblers from Crifpin boaſt their Public Spirit, 
« And all are upright downright men of merit.” 
Should I' live to ſee as many editions of my Me- 
moirs publiſhed, as there hare (i: of the Pilgrim's 
| Progreſs, I may be induced to pre:tnt the world with 
a Folio on that important ſubject; But Prior's line 
occurs, SPINE | 
« Put off thy reflection and give us thy tale,” . 
; ; - Derry down,” 


And ſo I will begin——. 27 EL5þ f 
Were I inclined-to pride myſelf in genealogical de- 
ſcent, I might} here boaſt that the family were origi- 
nally ſettled at White Lackington, 4n Somerſetſhire, 


which obtained its name from one of my famous an- 


ceſtors, and give you a long detail of their grandeur, 
 &c. but having as little leiſure as inclination to boaſt 
of what, if true, would add nothing to my merits, 


I ſhall for the preſent only fay, that I was born at 


orn the ſublime lucubrations of the very inge- . 


— 
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Wellington iri Somerſetſhire, on the 31ſt of Auguſt, - 
(old ſtyle) 1746. My father, George Lackington, 
was a Journeyman Shoemaker, who had incurred the 
diſpleaſure of my grandfather for marrying my 
mother, whoſe maiden name was Joan Trott. She 
was the daughter of a poor weaver in Wellington ; -a 
good honeſt man, whoſe end was remarkable, though 
not very fortunate; 'in the road between Taunton 
and Wellington, he was found drowned in a ditch, 
where the water ſcarcely covercd his face : . He was, 
*tis conjeAured, I : 


06 — Drunk when he died,” 


Alas, poor man! His drunkenneſs was not habitual ; 
but having been ſeparated from his wife and family a 
day or two, he was returning with his heart full of _ 
pieatuny and his pockets full of cakes and/ ginger- 

read for his little ones; and while he was pleating - 


his 1maginations with the pleaſure he ſhould have on 


his return, old(/Care quitted his hold, delightful ſen- 
—_— took place, and the brown jug went merrily 
round. ; 
This happencd ſome years. before the marriage of 
my Father and Mother. | | 
My grandfather, George Lackington, , had been a 
Gentleman Farmer at Langford, a village two miles 
from Wellington, and acquired a pretty conſideratle 
property. , But my father's mother dying when m 
"father was about thirteen years of age, my grand- 
father, who had alſo two daughters, bound my father 
apprentice to a Mr. Hoadly, a mafter ſhoemaker in 
Wellington, with an intention of ſetting him up in 
that buſineſs at the expiration of his time, Bur mv 
father worked a year or. two as a journeyman, an 
then difpleaſed his father by marrying a woman with- 
out a ſhilling, of a mean family, and who ſupported 
herſelf by ſpinning of wool into yarn, fo that my 
mother was delivered of your friend and humble ſer- 
want, her firft-born, and hope of the family; in my 
grandmother Trott's poor: cottage; and that good 
-old woman carried me privately to church, unknown 
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to my father, who was (nominally) a Quaker, that 
being the religion of his anceſtors, ' 

About the. year 1759, my father having "three or 
four children, and my mother proving an excellent . 
wife, my. grandfather's reſentment had nearly ſub- 
ſided, fo that he ſupphed him with money to open a 
ſhop for himſelf. But that which was intended to be 
of very great ſeryiceto/ bim and his family, eventually 
proved extremely unfortunate to himſelt and. them ; 
for, 'as ;favn as he iound he was more at eaſe in his 
cn, he contracted/a fatal habix of drinking, 
and 'of. courſe his bulineſs vas neglefted ;; 1o that 
after ſeveral fruitleſs attempts of my grandfather to 
ke-p him 1n trade, he wes, partly by a very, large 
family, but more by his habitual drunkenneſs, re- 
ond i to his old ſtate of a journeyman. ſhoemaker : 
Yet ſo infatuated was he with the love of. liquor, that 
the endcaring tics of huſband and father could not 
reſtgain him; by which. baneful habit, himſelf and 
family were involved | in the extremeſt Pty FR: 


To mortal men great loads allotted be ; 
But of all packs, no pack like poverty.” £0 
Hzxznrcx, 


So that acichan myſelf, my Brothers, or Siſters, are 
indebted to. a- Father fcarcely for any thing that.can 
endear his GE or cauſe us tg acUelF; on kin with 
pleaſure. 


' Children, the blind offeBs of love and chance, / 
Bear from their birth the im prefiion ba a Slave. 
'D&vDEN. 


My father and mother might have faid with Mid- 
dleton, 


©« How adverſe runs the deſtiny of ſome creatur es ! 
«© Some'only can get riches and no children, ' | 
« We only can get children and no riches ; 
« Then 'tis the prudent part to check our will, | 
« And, till our tate riſe, make our blood ſand Rull.” 


But to our mother we are indebted for every thing. 
«« She was a woman, take her for'all in all, I ſhall not 
look upon her like again,?! 


8 LIFE'OF J. LACKINGTON:' 


Let high birth triumph! what can be more great ? - 
er DER in a low eſtate, 
Pe” Wale $4cbs Dr. Youne, 


. LH 


Soc 


Never did I know: or hear of 'a woman who worked 
and lived ſo hard as ſhe did to ſupport Eleven chil- 
dren: and were I to refate the particulars, it would 
not gain credit,' I ſhall onl TY obſerve, that for many” 
years' together, ſhe worked generIlly nineteen” or 
twenty hours'out of every twenty-four; even when! 
very near her time, ſometimes at one hour ſhe was ſeen” 
walking backwards''and forwards by her Spinning-' 
wheel, and her midwife ſent for the next, Whenever” 
ſhe was aſked to drink a half pint of ale,' at any ſliop 
where ſhe had been laying' out a trifling ſum, ſhe - 
aſked: leave to take it home to her huſband,” who” 
was "always io mean and felfiſh as to drink it, © 
, - Our of love to her family ſhe totally abſtained-from' 
kind of Liquor, water excepted'; her food was' 
chiefly: broth, (little better than water and oatmeal) - 
turnips, potatoes, . cabbage, carrots, &c, her children 
fared ſomething better, but not much, as,you may 
well ſuppoſe. When I refle@ on the afonithin; 
hardſhips and ſufferings of ſo worthy a woman, and - 
her helpleſs infants, T find myſelf ready to curſe the 
© Kuſband and' father that could thus. invole thein 1 in 
ſuch a deplorable ſcene of miſery and diſtreſs. "It is 
dreadful to add, that his habitual drunkenneſs. 
ſhortened his days nearly one half, . and. that about 
twenty years ſince he died, unregretted by his own 
children;'/\nay more, while nature ſhed tears over his 
grave, | reaſon was thankful : | - 


« A parting tear to nature muſt be paid, 
« Nature, in ſpite of us, will be obey'd.” 


Thankful that the cauſe of their poverty and miſery 
was taken out-of the WAY. 


The pious tear the ſons and. FE NR ſhed : 

_ Thus they, whom long he wrong'd, bewail'd him dead ; "6 
'', With rev'rence they perform his obſequies, Ki 
-* 1 Andbear their ſorrows-as deleting ths wiſe, CW DINE, * 
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Read this, ye inhuman parents, and ſhudder! Wags 
a law made to baniſh all ſuch fathers; would it not be 
a juſt, nay even a mild law? I have my doubts 
whether children ſhould not be taught to deſpiſe and 
deteſt an unnatural brutal parent, as much as they ' 
are to love and reverc a good, one, Yo 
Here, fir, perm# me to drop ſo gbomy. a ſubject, - 
and relate an uncommon circumſtance that happened 
about this time. . NS 
Mr, James Knowland, who for many years kept 
the ſign of the Eight Bells in Wellington, had a fon 
weaklv and infirm; when about nine years old, he 
was ſuddenly ſeized with 1Iineſs, and ſoon afrer, 
to all appearance, died, He remained five days in this 
ftate ; but thoſe who were employed to remove-the 
body down fairs in order to be interred, thoughc 
ſomething moved in the coffin, and on = it, 
they found him alive, and his ey's open. About two 
years after this, the boy was again taken ill, and in @ 
day-or two aſtcr, wasto all appearance:dead,; bur l::s 
father reſolved not to have him interred,-wntil hc 
became offenfive ; he laid in this flare fix days, and. 
again came to- life, and I bclieve is now alive and 
well, p-.- , | 


Yours, 
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LETTER 1. 


 « So have I wander'd ere thoſe days were paſt, 

*« That childhood calls her own. Ah ! happy days, 

«« That recollection loves, unſtained with vice, 

« Why are ye gone ſo ſ00n foo Village Curate. | 


/ 


For chiefly of himſelf his converſe ran, | 

As mem'ry well ſupplied the narrative old man, 

« His youthful feats with guiltleſs pride he told.” 
In rural game what honours erſt he won ; 

How on the green he threw the wreſtler bold ; 
How light he leap'd, and O-! how ſwift he'd run; 

Then with a ſigh, he fondly turn'd his praiſe, 
To rivals now no more, and friends of former days. - 
Verxon's Pariſh Clerk. 


DEAR FRIEND, 


S I was the eldeſt, and my father 
for the firſt few years a careful hard-working man, 'I 
fared ſomething better than my brothers and fiſters.. 
IT was put for two or three years to a day ſchool, 
kept by an old woman; and well remember how 
proud I uſed to be to ſee ſeveral ancient dames life 
ap their hands and eyes with aſtoniſhment, while I 
repeated by memory ſeveral chapters our of the 
New Teſtament, concluding me from this ſpecimen 
io be a prodigy of Science, But my career of learn- 
ing was ſoon tt an end, when my mother became 
ſo poor that ſhe could not afford the mighty ſum of 
rwo-pence per week for my ſchooling, Beſides, I 
was obliged to ſupply the place of a nurſe to ſeveral 
of my brothers and fiſters. The conſequence of 
which was, that what litfle I had learned was pre- 
ſently forgot; inſtead of learning to read, &c. it 
very early became my chief delight to excel in all 
| kinds of boyiſh miſchiefs; and I ſoon arrived to be 
| the captain and leader of all the boys wn the neigh- 
bourhooud. 


« The (prightlieſt of the ſprightly throng, 
« The foremolt of the tra.” Miſs BowDLxx 
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So that if any old woman's lanthorn was kicked out 
of her hand, "or drawn up a fign-poſt ; or if any 
thing was faſtened to her tan, or if her door was nail- 
ed up, I was ſure to be acculed as the author, whether 
I really were ſo or not. CEN 

But one of wy tricks. had nearly proved fatal to 
me. I had obſerved that yawning was infettious ; 
and with a determination to have ſome ſport, I col- 
lected ſeveral boys together one market-day evening, 
and inſtructed them to go amongſt the butchers; 
whither I accompanied them, We placed ourſelves 
at proper diſtances, and at a fignal given, all began 
to yawn as wide as we could, which immediately 
had the defired effect ; the whole burcher-row was ſet 
a yawning ; on which I and my companions burft our 
into a hearty laugh, and took to our heels. The 
trick pleaſed us fo well, that two or three weeks afier, 
we attempted to renew it. Burt one of the butchers, 
who was half drunk; perceiving our intention, ſnatch« 
ed up his cleaver and threw it at me, which knocked 
off my hat without doing me any harm. 

1 was about ten years of age, when a man began 
to cry apple-pres about the fireets, I took great notice 
of his methods of felling his pies, and thuught XL 
could do it much better than him. I communicated 
to a neighbouring baker my thought: ga.ihe ſubject 


in ſuch a manner as gave hina"very good opinion"of-__-- 


my abilities for « pic+merchant, and he prevailed on 
my father to let me live with him. . My manner of 
crying pies, and my aQtivity in ſelling them, ſoon 
made me the favourite of all ſuch as purchaſed half- 
penny apple-pies, and haltpenny plumb-puddings, ſo 
that in a few weeks the old pre-merchant ſhut up his 
thop. You ſee, friend, that I ſoon began to & make + 
2 noiſe in the world,” I lived with this baker abour 
twelve or fifteen months, in which time I fold ſuch 
large quantities of pies, ' puddings, cakes, &c. that he - 
often þ bor omge to his friends, in my hearing, that I 
had been the means of extricating him from the em- 
barrafſing circumſtances in which he was known to be 
mvolved prior to my entering his feryice, 
? (0 . 
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During the time I continucd with this baker, many 
complaints were repeatedly made againit me for the 
childiſh. follies I had been guilty of, ſuch as HARA. 
ſnow-balls, frightcning people by flinging ferpents an 
crackers into their houtes, &c, 1 alſo happened one 
diy to overturn. my maſter's ſon, a child about four 
years old, whom I bad been driving in a wheel-bar- 
row. Dreading the conſcquences, I immediately 
flew from my maſter's houſe, and (it heing evening) 
went to a glazier's, and procured a parcel of broken. 
glaſs; I allo provide mytelt with a pocketful of 
peas ; and thus equipped, made fine diverſion for 
myſelf and my unlucky companions, by going to a 
number of houſes, one after another, ditcharging a 
Handful of peas at the' windows, and throwing down 
another handful of glaſs in the ſtreet at the fame in» 
ſtant, which made ſuch anoiſeas very much frightened 
many people, who had no doubt of their windows 
being broken into a thouſand pieces. 


Ry ſports like theſe are all their care begui''d, | 
The ſports of children ſatisfy the child, TaaverLLen, 


This adventure, together with throwing the' child. 
out of the wheel-barrow, produced ſuch a clamour 
againſt me amongſt the old women, that I would not 
return to my maſter, and not knowing what elſe to. 
do, I + yt homme to wy father,, who, you may cahly 


conceive could not afford! te keep me idle, fo I was 


ſoon ſet down by his fide to learn his own trade ; and 
I continued with him ſeveral years, working when he 
worked, and while he was keeping Saint Monday, I 
was with boys of my own age, fighting, cudgel-, 
playing, wreſtling, &c. &c. | 
The following ſtory has bcen variouſly ſtated ; my 
father aſſured me that the origin of it was as follows; 
and that it happened nearly about this rime._ , 
He and ſome other frolickſome fellows being one 
Eafter Sunday morning at the clerk's houſe at Lang- 
ford, near Wellington, drinking (as 1t 1s called) 
clerk's ale, they overheard the old man rehearſing 
the verſes of the Pſalmz which he was to read that 
morning at church : and in order to have ſome tun 
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with the old clerk, one of the company fet off early 
to church, and on the word tree, they ſtuck the 
word horſe, ſo that when the old man came to that 
place, he read as follows, ** And they ſhall flouriſh 
like a young- bay horſe. Horſe! it ſhould not be 
horſe; but, by the Lord, it is horſe!” | 

The above old man was called Red Cock for many 
years before his death, for having one Sunday flept 
1n church, and dreaming that he was at a cock-fight- 
ing, he bawled, out, * A ſhilling upon the red cock.?” 
And behold the family are called Red Cock unto this 
Gay+: 1h: 

The preceding reminds me of an odd circumſtance 
_ that hyppened bur a few years fince at W . 
As the good. doctor was one Sunday morning going 
through the ſtreet towards the cathedral, he heard a 
woman cry, © Macker:1, all alive, alive O!”” . And 
' on his arrival at the church, he began the ſervice as 
follows, ** When the wicked man turneth away from 
his wickedneſs and doth that which 1s lawful and 
right, he ſhall fave his ſoul alive, alive O !”* Theſe 
laſt words the doCtor proclaimed aloud, in the trie 
tone of the fiſh woman, to the great ſurpriſt of the _ 
congregation ; but the good door was ſo fulious 
and ablent, that he knew not what he had done, | 


Yours. 
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LETTER IV. 


Who gather round, and wonder at the tale 

Of horrid appantion, tail and ghaſtly, 

1hat walks at dead of night, or takes his ſtand, 

O'er ſome new-open'd grave : and (ſtrange to tell !) 
Evanithes at crowing of the cocks  Buraik's Grave. 


VEAR FRIEND, 


I Muſt not ſorget an odd adventure 
that happened when I was about twelve years of age, 
as it tends to ſhew in part my dauntleſs diipoſition, 
which diſcovered itſzlf on many occafions 1n the very 
early part of my life. | 

I had one day walked with my father to Holywell 
ake, a village two miles trom Wellington, where 
meeting with ſome good ale, he could not find in his 
heart to part from »t until late at night. When we 
were returning home by the way of Rockwell Green, 
(commoniy called Rogue Green, from a gang of rob-. 
bers and houſe-breakers who formerly lived there) 
having juft paſſed the bridge, we were met by ſeveral 
men and women, who appeared to be very much 
frightened, being in great agitation, They informed 
us that they were returning back to Rogue Green, 
in order to ſleep there that night, having been pre« 
vented from going home to Wellington by a dread- 
ful apparition, which they had all ſeen 1n the hol- 
low way, about a quartcr of a mile diſtant; adding, 
thit a perfon having been murdered there ſormerly, 
the ghoſt had walked ever ſince; that they had never 
before paid much attention to the well-knewn repoit ; 
but now they were obliged to credit it, having had 
occular demonltration. Lo 

Aided by Fancy, Terror lifts his head, 

" And leaves the dreary manhons of the dead ; 
In ſhapes more various mocks at human care, 
Than e'er the fabled Proteus us 'd to wear ; 


Now, in the lonely way each traveller's dread, 
He ſtalks a giant-thape without a head. 


- 
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Now in the haunted houſe, his dread domain, 
The curtain draws, and ftikes the clinking chaia; 
Hence fabled ghofts ariſe, and ſpectres dive, 
Theme of each ev'ning tale by winter's fire, 
: LF PzALL's Superſtitions, 


My father had dfank too large a quantity of ale to 
be muck afraid of any thing, and I (who could not 
let flip ſuch an opportunity of ſhewing my courage) 
ſeconded matters for the poor terrified people to re- 
turn with us; and as I offered to lead the yan, they 
were prevailed on to make the attempt once more ; 
but ſaid, that it was rather preſumptuous, and hoped 
that no dreadful conſequence would enſue, as all the 
company, they truſted, were honeſt hearted, and in- 
tended no harm to any perſon : they moreover added, 
that © God certainly was above the devil.” I then, 
advanced, and kept before the company about fifty 
yards, | 


« Whiſtling alond to bear my courage up.” 


But when we had walked about a quarter of a mile, 
T ſaw at ſome diſtance before us in the hedge, the 
dreadful apparition that had ſo terrified our company. 
Here it-is! (ſaid I). .** Lord, have mercy upon us!”” 
replied ſome of the company, making a full ſtop ; 
and would have gone back, but ſhame prevented 
them. I ſtill kept my diſtance before, and called out 
to them to follow me, aſſuring them that I was full 
determined to ſee what it was. 


« ”Tis a debt of honour, and muſt be paid.” 


They then fell one behind another, and advanced 
in fingle files. As I procceded I too way ſeized 
with a timid apprehenſion, bur durſt not own it; 
ſtill keeping on before, although I perceived my 
hair to heave my hat from my head, and my teeth to 
chatter in my mouth. In tact, I was ggeatly agi- 
tated at what I ſaw; the object much retembled the 
human figure as to ſhape, but the ſize was prodi- 
glious. However, I had promiſed to ſee what it'was, 
and for that purpoſe L[ obilinately ventured-on abour 
thirty yards from the place de. oh I firit had tight ut 
Y - 


a >< yy 


——_———_— —_ 


-— 5 ory ene 


— 


> —— 


Smet ney PI ang 


CN NE—_ 


—_— _ —__ —_— - 
EE ES Eee 


6 LIFE CF F. LACKTNFFTON. 
it, I then, perceived that it was only a very fhort 
tree, whoſe limbs had bzen ncaly cut off, the doing 
of which bad made x much reſemble a giant, I then 
called the company, and inforined them, with a 
hearty laugh, that they had been frightened at the 
{amp of a tree. | 

This ſtory cauſed excellent diverſion for a long. 


time afterwards in Wellington, and 1 was mentioned. 


as an hero, 

The pleaſure and fatisfaftion I recezved from the 
diſcovery, and the honour T acquired for the courage 
} poſtefled in making it, has, I belicve, had much in« 
fluence on me ever fince : as I cannot recollect that 
in any one inſtance I have ever oblerved the leaſt 
tear of apparitions, ſpirits, &C, 

What education did at firſt receive, | 
Our ripen'd age confirms us to believe. PoliFRET, 


Not that I have always fleadily diſbelieved what has 
been relared of ſuch appearances, a few. accounts of 
which ſtem ſo well authenticated, as at leaſt to make 
me doubt- whether there might not exiſt in the ſcale of 
beings ſome of a more aerial ſubſtance than mankind, 
who may poſieſs beth the inclination and the power 
ot aſſuming our ſhape, and may perhaps take as much 
delight in teazing the human ſpecies, as too many. 
ef our ſpecies do in teazing and even torinenting thoſe 
of the brute creation, y 

Some aſtral forms 1 muſt invoke by pray'r ; 

_ Fram'd all of pureſt atoms of the air : 

In ry chariots they together ride, _ | 

And fp the dew, as ther? the clonds they glide $ 

Vain ſpirits, You, that hunning heav'n's high noon, 

Swarm here beneath the concave of the moon, 

Hence to the taik iwlhgn'd you here below ! 

Upon the ocean rake loud tempeits blow ; 

Into the wombs of hollow clouds repair, 

And craſh out thunder from the bladder'd air ; 

From pginted ſun-beams take the miſts they drew ; 

Ard ſcatter them agam m pearly dew; _ 

And of the bigger drops they draia below, 

Some mould 1n hail, and others fift in fnow. DrvyDEN. 

While I am on this ſubject, TI cannot refiſt the 

temptation of relating a truly ridiculous affair that. 
happcned about this tumc at Taunton, | 
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In the workhouſe belonging to the pariſh of St. 
James, there lived a young woman who was an ideot. 

his poor creature had a great averiton to ſleeping 
in a bed, and at bed-time would often run away to a 
field in the neighbourhood called the Priory, where 
ſhe flept in the cowſheds. | 

In order to break her of this bad cuſtom, two men 
agreed to try if they could not frighten her out of it. 
And one night, when they knew thar ſhe was there, 
they took a white ſheet with them, and commg to 
he place, one of the men concealed himſelf to ſee the 
event, while the other wrapped himſelf up in the 
ſheet, and walked backwards and forwards cloſe be 
fore the cowſhed in which ſhe was laid. Tt was ſome 
rime before Molly paid any attention to the appari- 
tion; but at laſt up ſhe got, © Aha! (ſaid the) a 
white devil!” and by her manner of expretling her- 
ſelf ſhe thought it was very ftrange to ſee a white 
devil, And ſoon after ſhe exelaimed, ** A black 
devil too! a black devil too!” With that the man 
who-had the ſheet on, looked over his ſhoulder, and ' 
ſaw {or imagined he ſaw) a perſon all over black be- 
hind him; the fight of which made him take to his 
heels. Molly then clapped her hands as faſt as ſhe 
could, crying out at the ſame time, ** Run, black 
devil, and catch white devil! Run, black devil, and 
catch white devil!” and was highly diverted. But 
this proved a ſerious adventure to the white devil, 
as he expired within a few minutes after he had 
reached his own houſe; and from that time poor 
Molly was left alone to tleep in peace. 

About ten years after the above affair, at Wivelfſ- 
combe, nine miles from Taunton, a gentleman far-- 
mer's houſe was alarmed every. night between twelve 
and one o'clock. The chamber doors were thrown 
open, the bed-clothes pulled off the beds, and the 
kitchen furniture thrown with violence about the 
kitchen, to the great terror of the family, inſomuch 
that the ſervants gave their maſter and miſtreſs warn- 
ing to leave ther places, ang ſome of them actually 
quirted their ſervice. This dreadful affair had laſted 
«bout fix weeks, when a young gentleman, who was 
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there on « viſit,. being in bed one night, at the ufual 
hour he heard his chamber door thrown open, and a 
very odd noiſe about his room. He was at firſt 
frightened, but the noiſe continuihg a long time, he 
became calm, and laid ſtill, revolving in his mind 
what he had beit do. When on a ſudden he heard 
the ſpivit creep under his bed, which was immediately 
lifted up, &. This convinced him that there was 
ſome ſubſtance in the ſpirit; on which he leaped 
out of bcd, ſecured the door, and with his oaken 
ſtaff belaboured the ghoſt under bed as hard as he 
could, until he heard a female voice imploring mercy. 
On that he opened his chamber door, and called 
aloud for a hight. "The tamily all got up as faſt as 
poilible, and caine to his room, He then informed 
them that he had-got the ſpirit under the bed; on 


| heartng which, moſt of them were terribly frightened, 


and would have run off faſter than they came, bur 
he afſured them, they had nothing to fear: then out 
he dragged the, balf-murdered ſpirit from its ſcene 
of action. But how great was their ſurpriſe and 
ſhame, when they diſcovercd that this tormenting 
devil was -no other than one of their ſeryant girls, 
about ſixteen years of age, who had been confined 
to her bed ſeveral months by 1l]neſs. 

This ghoit was no ſooner laid, than two others 


alarmed the neighbourhood ; one of which for a long 


time ſhook a houſe every night, and ternbly dit- 
trefied the family; at length they all reſolved one 
night to go over the whole houſe in a body, and ſce 
what it vas that {o agitated the building. . They ex- 
amited every room, but 1n vain, as no cau'e could 
be diſcovered. So they very {erioufly as well as una- 
nimoully-concluded, that it muſt be the dewil. 

But about a fortnight atrgr this, one of the family 
being out late in the garden, ſaw a great boy get in 
at the window of an old houſe next door (part of 
which was in ruins), and ſoon after the houſe began to 
fhake as uſual, on which the family went out of their 
own habitation, and -entered the old houſe where 
the boy was ſeen to get in; yet for a long time they 
could not diſcover auy perſon, and were juſt turning 


* 
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to come out again, when one of the company obſervet- 
the boy :ſuſpended above their heads, {triding over 
the end of a large beam that ran acroſs both houſes. 
Tt was then apparent, that the violent agitation of 
the adjoining houſe was occaſioned by nothing more 
than his leaping up and down on the unſupported - 
end of this beam. 
Another appariticn had for a loug time ſtolen many 
geeſe, turkeys, &c. and altho? it had been ſeen by 
many, yet nobody would venture to go near it, until 
at letgth one perton a hittle wiſer than the reit of his 
neighbours, tecing the famous apparition, all over 
white, ſtealing his fowls,, was determined to be fully- 
fatisfied what kind of ſpirit 1t could be that had ſo 
great a pedilenon tor poultry. He accordingly went 
round the yard, and as the apparition was coming 
over the wall, he knocked it down. "This terrible 
ghoſt then proved to be a neighbourmg woman, who 
had put on her ſhroud, in ordes to deter any perions 
that thould by chance ſee her, trom coming near her. 
Thus, though ſhe had for a long time ſhecebfally 
practiſed this ingemous way of procuring poultry, 
the old fox was caught at laſt, | 
This 1s ſo prohtic a ſubje&t, that F could fill many 
pages with relations of dreadful ſpectres, which for 
a while reigned with tyrannic ſway over weak minds, 
and at length when calm Reaſon was ſuffered to at- 
ſume its power, have becn drſcovercd to be no more 
objects of terror than thoſe I have here noticed, 
But doubtleſs many ſuch inſtances muſt have occurred 
to YOu. | 

Chief o'er the ſex he» rvles with tyrant ſway, 

When vapours ſeiz'd them, or vair. fears betray 

With groans of diſtant friends affrights the ear,. 

Or, fits a phantom in the vacant chair; * ASE 
Fancy, like Macbeth, has murder'd fleops PRrRALLe 


It has indeed often aſtoniſhed! me, that in this en- 

lightened age, there ſhould yet remain nnmbers, not 

in.the country only, but even in the metropolis, who - 

fuffer themſelves to be made miſerable by vain fears 

of preternatural occurrences, which generally owe 

their origin tothe knay VT of ſomeill-diſpolec perſon, 
7 ls 
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. Ciculous cauſes. As wv initance, I ſhall give you the 


_ nurſes wiſely to conclude it muſt certainly be occa- 


who-has a ſiniſter purpoſe to anſwer thereby, or to the 
Fooliſh defire of alarming the minds of weak pcople : 
z practice ſometimes (though intended as fun) produce 
tive. of very f{erious conſequences, Nov, and then, 
indeed, theſe terrors are owing to accidental and ri- 


4ccount of a terrible alarm which ſome years fince 
tock place in a hoſpital of this city, as related to me 
by a gentleman, who at the time reſided in the houſe, 
for the purpoſe of completing his medical education, 
and on whoſe veracity I can confidently rely. 

For ſeveral nights ſucceſſively a noiſe had been 
heard in the lower part of the building, like the con- 
tinuzl tapping avainit a window, which led the night 


{i2ned by the Spirit of one of the bodies depoſited in 
the dead-houtle endeavouring to eſcape ; as the found 
ſecmcd to procced from that particular quarter. The 
dread of theſe /agacions ladies at laſt became ſuch, as 
totally to prevent their going from ward to ward to 
do their duty, and determined my friend to attempt 
to lay this perturbed ſpirit; which however he ap» 
Hud would more {j-224ily, as well as effetually, 
e performed by the afſiitance of a good cudgel, than 
by exorcilms; he therefore, inttead of conſulting the 
chaplain, gave orders the ncxt night as ſoon as the 
uſual dreadful ſound was heard, to give him notice, 
This you may ſuppoſe they did not neglect deing, 
though at the fame time they were ſhocked at his te- 
merny, and apprehenfive tor the conſequences, Im». 
prefſed with an 1dea of the alarm being occahtoned by 
fome ſervant or patient in the houſe, he immediately 
ſallied forth, with a candle in one hand, and a good 
tough twig in the other, accompanied by two of the 
men ſervants of the Hoſpital, accoutred in the ſame 
manner, reſolved that, 1f detected, the party ſhould 
meet with an ample reward. The dead-houſe was 
paſted; the noiſe continued, though it evidently 
procceded from a window at ſome diſtance in the 
arca, When the cavalcade came near the ſcene of 
ation, the window ſuddenly and violently broke, 
without any thing heing ſeen, This, my friend con- 
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feſſed, for a moment occaſioned his making a halt ; 
but as nothing viſible had eſcaped through the area, 
it occurred to him ſomething might have made an en- 
trance that way ; accordingly he proceeded to the 1n- 
ternal part of the building, and on opening the door, 
the apparition immediately not only appeared, but 
diſappeared, ar.d that ſo inſtantaneouſly as not to af- 


_ ford time to apply the remedy intended. And what . 


think you, was-this dreadful ſpirit? That you may 


excrciſe your ingenuity at gueſſing, I will here con+ 


elude with, 


- 


I am, 
Dear Friend, 
F-—-Y | 
Yours. 
ICI DT I nn — 


LETT.IE.V.- 


—— Were thy education ne'er ſo mean, 
Having thy limbs, a thouſand fair courſes 
Offer themfelyes to thy eleRion. 
Ben ſonx$soN's Every Man in his Humoug, 


Laugh, if you are wiſe. MARTIAL. 


BEAR FRIEND, 


A CAT! ——— An odd beginning 
of a Letter, by the bye—but here highly important 
- und proper, as tending to'reheve you from the anxt 
ous thoughts which (no doubt) muſt have filled your 
mind on the ſubject of the concluding part of my 
former letter, I muſt give- you a laughable ſtance 
© or two more, which lately happened. Mr. Higley, 
the bookſeller famous for ſelling odd volumes, or 
broken ſets of books, lived next door to a public- 
houſe in Rufſell-court, Drury-lane ; this public-houfe 
was feparated from his habitation only by a flight 


; 
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 wainſcot partition, through which Mr. Higley cauſed 
an hole to be cut, and a flider put over it, fo. that 
when he wanted any beer, he always drew back the 
ilider, and had it handed to him through this con- 
venient aperture. | | 

The night after Mr. Higley's death, which hap- 
pened a few months ſince, the man who was left to 
take care of the corps, about twelve o'clock hearing 
the landlord and his family going up ſtairs to their 
beds, on a ſudden drew back the Ulider and halloo'd 
through the hole, ** Bring me a pint of beer.”” 
This order the landlord and his family heaxd, and 
were ternbly alarmed, as they really thought it had 
proceeded from the gholt of their neighbour Higley ; 
' the poor maid let fall the warming-pan, which came 
tumbling down the ſtairs ; . the landlady being within 
the reach. of her huſband's legs, caught faſt hold of 
_ them, which in his fright he miſtook for poor Higlcy. 
But the man burſting into a hearty laugh, rettored 
the ſpirits of our hoſt and his family. 

About the-year 1781, fix or ſeyen mechanics 
having been oy eng, Seem the whole of the day at a 
public houſe in the Borough ; they at night were at 
a loſs how to procure more liquor, their money being 
all gone, when two of the company obſerving that an 
old wire-drawer in the room was dead drunk, they 

ropoſed'to put him into a ſack, and to carry him to 
Lonthenogs the re/arrefion-man, This motion met 
with the approbation of the whole, and the two who 
propoſed it took him away to Longbottom's houſe, as 
a dead ſubje&, and requeſted a guinea, ſaying thar 
they would call for the remainder in-the morning. 
Their requeſt was complied with, and the old wire» & 
drawer was left in the ſack in a room amongſt dead 

| bodies. About midnight the old man awaked, and 
made a terrible noiſe, which much alarmed Mr. 
Longbottom and his wife, as they really ſuppoſed 
that one of their dead ſubjects was come to life again, 
durſt not approach the room, but remained for a long. 
time under a dreadful apprehenſion of what might be 
the conſequences. "The old fellow after along ſtruggle 
got out of the ſack, and after tumbling. about awhile 
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over the dead bodies, and ſkeletons, he at laſt found 
his way down ſtairs, and off he ſet, leaving Mr. 
Lconzbottom and his wife jn the utmoſt conſternation, 
"The old wire-drawer himſelf rc:ated this ſtory to my 
brother Philip Lackington. 

Having now, I dare ſay, had enough of Ghofeſſes, 
I will proceed with my narration. | | 
During the time that I lived- with the baker, my 
name became ſo celebrated for felling a large num- 
ber of pics, puddings, &c. that for ſeveral years 
following, application was made to my father, for 
him to permit me to ſell Amanacks a few market days 
before and'after Chriſtmas. . In this employ I took 
great delight, the country people being highly pleaſed 
with me, and purchaſing a great number of my Al- 
manacks, , which excited envy in the itinerant vyenders 
of Moore, Wing, Poor Robin, &c. to ſuch a degree, 
that my father often expreſſed his anxiety leſt the 

ſhould ſome way or other do me a miſchief, Burt 
had not the leaſt concern, for poſſefling a light pair 
ot heels, I always kept at a proper diftance. 

O, my dear friend, little did I imagine at that 
time, that I ſhould ever excite the ſame poor mean 
{|pirit in many of the bookſellers of London and other 
places ! but, 


Fry at laſt crawls forth, from hell's dire throng, 

Of all the direfull'ſt ! her black locks hung long, 
Attir'd with curling ſerpents ; her pale ſkin 

Was almoſt dropp'd from her ſharp bones within, 
And at ker breaſt ſtuck vipers, which di&prey 

[pon her panting heart both night and day, | 
Sucking black blood from thence ; which to repair, 
Both day and night, they left freſt» poiſons there ; 
Her garments were deep-ſtaia'd with human gore, 
And torn by her own hands, .in which ſhe bore - 

A knotted whip and bowl, which to the brim, 

Did green gall, and the juice of wormwood ſwim; 
With which when ſhe was drunk, ſhe furious grew,, 
Andlaſh'd herſelf : thus from th' accurſed crew, 
Envy,: the worſt of fiends, herſelf preſents, 

Envy, good only when ſhe herſelf torments. _ CowLEY. 


The. true eondition of Egvy is, 
i« Dolby aieng ſelicitatis; to have 


= 
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« Our eyes continually fix'd upon another 
« Man's proſperity, that is, his chief happineſs, 
« And togrieve at that,” | 


FE was fourteen years and a half old, when I went 
with my father to work at Taunton, ſeven miles from 
Wellington. We had been there about a fortnight, 
when my tather informed our maſter, George Bowden, 
that he would return to Wellington again. Mr. 
Bowden was then pleaſed to inform my father that he - 
had taken @ liking to me, and propoſed taking me 
apprentice ; I ſeconded Mr, Bowden's motion (having 
a better pro ÞeCt in continuing with Mr. Bowden than 
in returning to Wellingtgn with my father), as he 
offered to take me without any premium, and to find 
me in every thing. My father accepted his offer, and 
I was immediately bound apprentice for feven years 
to Mr. George and Mrs. Mary Bowden, as honeſt 
and worthy a couple as ever carried on a trade. 


Religious, punAval, frugal, and ſo forth ; 
1heir word. would paſs for. more than they were worth. 
PoPE. 


They carefully attended to their ſhop fix days in the 
week, and on the ſeventh went with their family twice 
to an Anabaptiſt meeting : where little attention was 
paid to ſpeculative doctrines ; but where ſound mora- 
lty was conſtantly inculcated. 


« For modes of faith let gracelefs zealots fight, 
« His can't be wrong whoſe life is-in the right.” 


But in this, as in many other places of worſhip,, it 
was performed in a dull ſpiritleſs manner ; fo that 
the excellent morality taug ht there was not fo much 
attended to as it would have been had it been enforced, 
or re-inforced by the captivating. powers of oratory. 

I well remember, that although I conſtantly at- 
tended this place, it was a year or two before I took 
the leaſt notice of the ſermon, which was read; nor 
had I -any idea that IT had the leaſt concern in what 
_ miniſter was (as *tis called) preaching about. 

or, ; 


_* 


- 
- 
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« Wh» a cold, dull, lifeleſs drawling keeps, 
4 One half his audience laughs, whilſt Yother ſleeps. 
* &* # = * + 


Sermons, like plays, ſome pleaſe us at the ear, 

But never will a ſerions reading bear ; 

© Sume in'the clofet edify enough, 

That from the pulpit ſeem'd but ſorry ſtuff, 

« *Tis thus there are who by ill reading ſpoil. 

Young's pointed ſenſe, or Atterbury's tyle ! 

While others, by the force of eloquence 

Make that ſeem fine, which ſcarce is common ſenſes 

But ſome will preack without the leaſt pretence 

To virtue, learning, art, or eloquence. 

* Why not ! you cry ; they plainly ſee, no Coubt—- 

* A prieſt may grow right reverend Wikizout.”” LE 
oy Art of Preaching, 


I am, 


Dear Friend, 


Yours. 


LETTER: VL 


Youth is the ſtock whence grafted ſuperſtition 

Shouts with unbounded vigour. MiLlLEr's Mahomet, 
—— AU muſt lament that he's under ſuch banners, 1 

As evil community ſpoils our gogd raanners. SIMK1INs 


DEAR FRIEND, 


T the time I was bound ap- 
prentice, my maſter had two ſons, the eldeſt about 
ſeventeen years old, the youngeſt fourteen. The ' 
eldeſt had juſt been baptized, and introduced as a 
mem ber of the arianiſtical dipping community where 
my maſter and his family CART: The boy was 2. 
very ſober induſtrious youth, and gave his father and 


mother much plcaſyre, The youngeſt was alfa a 
good lad, ; 
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© Thus. the farſt ſcene ended well, 
« But at the next, ha | what befell,” —— 


Thus every thing continued well for ſome time after 
I had been added to the family, Both of the boys 
had very good natural parts, and had learned to read, 
winte, keep accounts, &. But they had been at 
| ſchools where no variety of books had been intro- 
duced, fo that all they had read was the Bible, My 
maſter's whole library conſiſted of a ſchool-fized Bible, 
Watts's Pſalms and Hymns, Foot's Tract on Bapatm, 
Culpepper's Herbal, the Hiſtory of the Gentle Craft, 
an old imperfect volume of Receipts in Phylic, 
Surgery, &c. and the Ready Reckoner. The ideas 
of the family were as circumſcribed as their library. 
My maſter called attention to bufineſs and yeroigrs 
hard, ** minding the main chance.” On Sundays all 
went to meeting ; my maſter on that day faid a ſhort 
grace before dinner, and the boys read a few chapters 
tn the Bible, took a walk tor un hour or two, then. 
read a chapter or two more, | 


&« What right, what true, what fit we juſtly call, 
& And this was all our care—for this is all.” ; 


They then ſupped, and went early to bed, perfect] 
ſatisfied with having done their duty; and ch 
| having a quiet conſcience, ſoon fell into the arms of 
Nature's ſoft nurſe! ſweet fleep.. | 


And thus whatever be our ſtation, 
Qur hearts in ſpite of us declare 
We feel peculiar conſolation, 
And taſte of happineſs a ſhare. HokRaACE Imitated. 


I cannot here omit mentioning a very fingular cuſ- 
tom of my maſter's: Every morning, at all ſeaſons 
of the year, and in all weathers, he roſe about three 
_ o'clock, took a walk by the river-fide round French- 
ware-fields, ſtopt at an alehouſe that was early open 
to drink half a pint of ale, came back before fix 
o'clock, then called up his people to work, and went 
tÞ bed again about ſcyen, I 

Thus, was the good man's family jogging eaſily and 
_ quietly on, no one doubting but he ſhould go ta 
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heaven when he died, and every one hoping it would 
be a good while firſt, 


& 'A man-ſhould be religious, not ſuperſtitious.” 


But, alas ! the dreadful criſis was at hand that put 
_ an end to the happineſs andpeace of this little family. 
I had been an apprentice about twelve or fifteen 
months, when my maſter's eldeſt ſon George hap- 
pcned to go and hear a ſermon by one of Mr. Weſ- 
| ley's preachers, who had left the plough: tail to preach 
the prve and wnadulterated Goſpel of Chriſt. By this 
ſermon the fallow ground of -poor George's heart 
was ploughed up, he was now perſuaded that the in- 
nocent and good life he had led would only fink him 
deeper into hell : in ſhort, he found out that he had 
never been. converted, and of courſe was in a ſtate of 
damnation, without benefit of Clergy. But he did 
not long continu? in this damnable ſtate, but ſoon 
became one of 


nt nn The ſanRified band, 
Who all holy myſeries well underſtand. SIMXIN, 


He perſvaded himſelf that he had paſſed through the 
New Birth, and was quite ſure that his name was re» 
giftered in the Book of Life, and (to the great grief 
L of his parents) he was 1n reality become a new crea- 
F fUYe. | | 
'Twas methodiſtic grace that made him toſs and tumble, 
Which in his entrails did like jalap rumble. 
Ovi v's Epiſt. Burleſqued: 


; WY I ERT : .. 
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| George had no ſooner made things ſure for himſelf, 
a than he began ro extend his concern to his father, 
mother, brother, and me; and very kindly gave us 
to underſtand, that he was ſure we were in a ve 
deplorable ſtate, - ** without hope, and withont God 
in the world,” being under the curſe of the Law. 


For all enthuſiaſts when the fit is firong, | 
Indulge a volubility of tongue, ' FexTON. 


Tn the long winter nights, as we fat at work to- 
gether, he proved (in his way) that every man had 
original fin enough to damn a thouſand ſouls ; aud a 
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deal was ſaid on that ſubject, A paſſage was quoted 
from the wiſe determination of the doors of the 
Sorbonne, where they ſay that children incloſed in 
their mother's womb, are liable to damnation, if they 
die there unbaptized. Quotations were alſo made 
from ſome deep author who had aſſerted, that there 
were ** infants in hell but a ſpan tong ;** and that 
*% hell was paved with infant ſults,” &C 


© Thus feigning to adore, make thee, 

« A tyrant God of cruelty ! 

« As if thy right-hand did contain 

« Only an univerſe of painz 

&« Hell and damnation 1n thy left, 

« Of ev'ry gracious giſt bereft ; 

*« Hence reigning flouds of grief ad woe?, 
« On thoſe that never were thy foes, 

« Ordaining torments.” 


As to morality, George aſſured us it was of no avail ; 
that as for good works, they were only ſplendid fins ; 
and that in the beſt good work that any creature 
could perform, there was fin enough to fink the doer 
to the nethermoſt hell; that it was faith alone that 
did every thing, without a grain of morality ; but 
that no man could have one particle of this myſterious 
faith, before he was Guſtified ; and juſtification was a 
ſudden operation on the ſoul, by which the moſt 
execrable wretch that everlived might inſtantaneouſly 
be aflured of all his fins being pardoned; that his 
body from that very moment became the living tem- 
ple of the Holy Ghoſt ; that he had fellowſhip with 
the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit ; and, that Spirit 
was tobe their conſtant and infallible guide ; 


a CC _- 


| 


— - . _ 


«-Whate'er men ſpeak by this new light, 
« $till they were ſureto be.i'the right. 

<« This dark lanthorn of the Spirit, 

« Which none ſce by but thoſe that bear jt; 
« 'A lizht that falls down from on high, 

« For ſpiritual trades to cozen by ; 

« An ignis fatuus, that bewitches, 

& And leads men into pools and ditches, 

« This light inſpires and plays upon 

&«& The noiſe of Saint, he bagpipe drone 
« And ſpeaks through hollow empty ſous 
« As thiovugh a trunk, or whifpering hole. 


_ _—_ 
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© Snch language as no mortal ear 
« But ſpiritu'l eayes-droppers can hear.” 


My maſter very ſeldom heard any of theſe eurious 
converſations; but my good miſtreſs would fir down 
for hours tog*rther, with her Bible in her lap, from _ 
which ſhe would read ſuch ſcriptures as proved the 
neceſſity of livinz a good life, performing good works, 
&c. ſhe alſo did her be to confute the tenets of 
Original Sin, Imputed Righteouſneſs, Doctrine of the 
Trinity, &c, &c. Unfortunately the good woman 
had no great talents for controverſy; however, 
George had a very tenacious memory, and employed 
all his thoughts on theſe ſubjects ; io that John his 
younger brother, and [I alſo (two competent judges no 
doubt) thought that he had the beſt of the arguments 
on theſe edifying ſubjects. Nothing, ſays Montaigne, 
is ſo firmly believed as that wv hich we leaſt know, for 
which reaſon Ylato ſaid, © that it was more eaſy ta 
ſatisfy his hearers with diſcourſes about the nature _ 
of the Gods than of men.” - About five months after 
George's converſion, John went to hear thoſe only. 
true Ambaſſadors from Heaven, 


Who ſtroll ani teach from town to town 
The goo'! olil Cauſe t which fome believe 
Toihe the devil that tempted Eve 
With knowledge, and do ſtill invite 
| The world to miſchief with new light, BuTCzR 


Theſe devil-dodgers happened to be ſo very porver- 
Ful (that is very noz/y) that they ſoon ſent John home, 
crying out, he ſhould be damn'd! he ſhould. be 
damn'd for ever ! ET hy 

But John ſoon got out of the damnable ſtate, and 
aſſured us that all his firs were forgiven, merely by 
beheving, that he had paſſed from death into life, and 
had union and communion with God. He now be- 
tame as merty as before he had been ſorrowful, and 
ſung in Mr, Weſley's ſtrain, ' | 


« Not a douht ſhall aciſe 
4« Todarken the ſkies, | 
__ « Nor hide for. a moment my God from my Eyes.* 


i 
t 
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John ſung to me, and ſaid to me a great deal in this 
wonderful ſtraui, of which I did not comprehend one 

6 His words were looſe 

« As heaps of ſand, and ſcatter'd wide from ſenſe. 

« Sq high he mounted in his airy throne, | 

«© That when the wind had got into his head, 

« It turn'd his brains to frenzy.” 
But theſe extraordinary accounts and diſcourſes, to- 
gether with the controverſies between the mother and 
the ſons, made me think they knew many matters of 
which I was totally ignorant. This created in me a 
defire for knowledyge, that I might know who was 
right and who was wrong. But to my great mortifi- 
cation, I could not read. I knew molt of the letters, 
and a few eaſy words, and I ſet about learning with 
all my might. My miſtreſs would ſometimes inſtruct 
me ; and having three-halfpence per week allowed me 
'by my mother, this money I gave to John (my maſ. 
ter's youngeſt ſon) and for every three-halfpence he 
taught me to ſpell one hour; this was done in the 
dark, 25 we were not allowed a candie after we were 
' ſent up ſtairs to bed, Tp ot 


« No youth did I ih education waſte ; 

« Happily I'd an intuitive Taſte: | 

« Writing ne'er cramp'd the finews of my thumb, - 
« No bard'rous birch did ever bruſh my b—, 

« My gutsne'er ſuffer'd from a college cook, 

« My name ne'er enter'd in a buttery. dook., 

« Gramrmar in vain the ſans of Priſcian teach; 
&« Good parts are better than eight parts of ſpeech, 
'« Since theſe declin'd, thoſe undeclin'd they call ; 
« I thank my ſtars, that I declm'd them all.- 

&«& To Greek or Latin tongues without pretence, 
« ] truſt to Mother Wit and Father Senſe. 

« Nature's my guide ; all pedantry I ſcorn ; 

& Pains I abhor, I was an Author born.” 


I ſoon made a little progreſs in reading ; in the 
mean time I alſo went to the Methodiit mectinr., 
There, as © enthuſiaſm 1s the child of melancholy,”” 
- T caught the infeftion, The firſt that I heard was 
one Thomas Bryant, known in Taunton by the name 
of the damnation preacher (he had juſt left off cobbling 
ſoles of another kind,) His ſermon frightened mc 
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moſt terribly. I ſoon after went to hear an old Scotch- 
man, and he aſſured. his congregation, that they 
would be damn'd, and double damn'd, and treble 
damn'd, and damn'd for ever, it they died-without 
what he called farth, A 


« Conj'rers like, on fire and brimſtone dwell, 
« And draw each moviag argument from hell.” | | 
SOAME JENYNS. 


This marvellous doftrine and noiſy rant and en- 
thufiaſm ſoon worked on my paſſions, and made me 
believe myſelf to be really in the damnable condition 
that they repreſented ; and in this miſerable ſtate I 
continued for about a month, being all that time un- 
able to work myieclt up to the proper key. - 

At laſt, by ſinging and repeating enthuſiaſtic 
amorous hymns, and 1gnorantly applying particular 
rexts of ſcripture, I got my imagination th 


came a very great fuvourite of heaven: 


And with my new invented patent eyes, 
Saw Heav'n and all the angels 1n the ſkies. 


Thad angels to attend all my ſteps, and was as fami- 
lar with the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, as any 


eld woman in Mr. Weſley's conneCtion ; which, by - 


the bye, is ſaying a great deal, Thus, 


| Remote from liberty and truth, 
By fortune's crime, my early youth 
Drank error's poiſon'd ſprings. 
Taught by dark. creeds and myſtic law, 
Wr apt up in ſuperſiitious AWC, — Earl No GENT. 


I am, 
Deer Sir, 


Y ours. 


e proper. 
Pre and thus was I born again in an inftant, and 


PETER PiNDAR, 
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LETTER VII. 
No fieep, rio peace, no reſt ey 
Their wand'ring and afflited minds poſſeſs'd; 
Upon their ſouls and eyes , 
Hell andeternal horror lies, 
Unuſual ſhipes and images, 
©. Dark pictures, and reſemblances 
. Of things to comey and of the worlds below, - 
| O'er their diſtemper'd. fancies go : 
Sometimes they curſe, ſometimes they pray unts 
The gods above, the gods beneath ; 


No fleep, but waking aow was ſiſter unto death. 
| | BP\ SPRAT» 


| DEAR FRIEND, 


| A T is perhaps worth remarking, 
that what the methodiſts call conviction of fin, being 
| awakened, &c. is ofteti a moſt dreadful ſtate, an 
has the very ſame effect on ſuch as have lived a very 
innocent life as it has upon the moſt notorious of+ 
fenders; this conviftion (as they call it) is brought. 
* about by the preachers heaping all the curſes in the 
Bible on the heads of the moſt virtuous as well ag 
moſt vicious; for, ſay they, he who keepeth the 
whole law and offendeth but in one point, is as much 
In a ſtate of damnation, as he that hath broken every 
one of the commandments, or committed robbery, 
murder, &c. fo that they pour out every awful de- 
. nunciation found in the Bible, and many not found 
there, againſt all whe have not the. methodiſticat 
faith: this they call ſhaking the people over the 
mouth of hell, and they in reality bchlievc, 
That cruel God, who form'd us in his wrath, 
| To plague, opprefs, and torture us to death, 
I Who takes delight to ſec ns in deſpair, 
And is more happy, the more curs'd we arc. 
In vain all nature ſmiles, but man atone, 
: He's form'd more perfect, aud was made to gron. 
, YowrGo's Soidier's T rifles, 
Thus are many who before poſſeſſed © conſciences 
void of offence towards God aud mankind,” tricked 
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out of their peace of mind, by the ignorant applica- 
tion of texts' of ſcripture. Their fears being once fo 
dreadfulty alarmed, they often become inſapportable 
to themſelves and all around them; many in this ſtate 
have put a period to their exiſtence, others run mad, 
Bc. | 

Permit me, Sir, to addreſs you inthe words of Alonz, 
in Columbus: * Does thy exalted mind, which owns 
the nobleſt energies of reaſon, does 1t. approve that 
ſtructure reared by miſtaken zeal, to glorify the Diety, 
by the dire ſacrifice of all his deareſt bleſhngs ?”? 


Oh! would mankind but make great truths their guide, 
And force the helm from prejudice and pride ; 
Were once theſe maxims fix'd; that God's our friend, 
Virtue our good, and happineſs our end; 6 
How ſoon mnſt reaſon o'er the world preyail, 
And error, fraud, and ſuperſtition fail ! 

- None would hereafter, then, with groundlefs fear, 
Deſcribe th' Almighty cruel and ſevere, 


Soame [ENYNSS Epiſtle to Hon. P. Yorrs 


Tf the above terror of conſcience was only to take 
place in knaves and raicals, there would be no reaſon 
for blaming the methodiſts on thar head ; ** the wretch 
deſerves the hell he feels.” A terrible inſtance of 
this kind happened near London-bridge about two 
years ſince: a perſon in a lucrative branch of buſineſs 
had put unbounded confidence 1n his head ſhopman, 
and well rewarded him for his. ſuppoſed fidelity. 
One morping, this young man not coming ' down 
itairs ſo 6 
him, .and found him hanging up to the bed-poit ; fhe 
had the preſence of mind to cut him down, but he 
being nearly dead, it was ſome days before he per- 
tetly recovered. 

On his maiter coming to town, he was informed 
of what had happened to his favourite ſhopman ; he 
neard the relation with the utmoſt aſtoniſhment, and 
took great pains,to diſcover the cauſe of fo fatal a re- 
tolution, but to no purpoſe. Huwever, he endea- 
voured to reconcile this unhappy man to life, was very 
tender towards him, and gave him more encourage- 
inent than ever; bur the more tho matter wid to cn- 

| D 


on as uſual, the ſevant-maid went up to call . 


| 
| 
| 
1 
| 
| 
| 
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courage and make him happy, the more the poor 
wretch appeared to be dejefted; in this unhappy late 
of mind hc lived about fix months ; when, one morn-. 
ing, not appearing at his uſual time, the fervant- 
"maid went to fee 1f he was well, and found him very 
weak m bed, a day or two after, his maſter came to 
*town, and being told oof his ſituation, went up to ſec 
'him, and fmding him in bed, and apparcntly very 
ll, propoſed ſending for -a phyſician, but the poor 
*"Aevil refuſed 'to_take any thing, and rejected every 
 atbſtance, ſaying, His time was nearly come. Soon 
after this the ſervant informed her matter that be 
would not have the bed made, and that ſhe had juſt 
obterved fome blood on one corner of the (hect, 
"The maſter then went up ſtairs again, and by lifting 
up the bed-clothes found that he had tabbed himſcit 
. in ſeveral places, and that an this ſtate he had lain 
three or tour diys. | 


— When innocence and peace are gone, 
low ſad, how teaſable to live! SECUNDUS. 


On the furgeon's appearance, he refuſed to have the 
wounds infpcited, and the ſurgeon being of opimon 
thatit was too late to render him any kind of {crvice, 
they let tim he fill. The maſter ſoon atter this 
pretied him much to know the my ſtcrious cautle of fo 
much miſery, and fo unnatural an end. The dying 
wretch exclaumned, ** a wounded conſcience, who can 
bear.** The maſter then endeavoured to comfort 
hun, and aſſured him that his confcience ought not 
to wound him. © Ikanow you (continued he) to be a 
£g00d man, an the beſt of tervants.”” ** Hold ! hold!”? 
| exclaimed the wretch, © your words are daggers ro my 
| ioul! I am a villain, I have robbed you of hundreds, 
| and have long 1tuttered the tortures ot the damned for 
| being thus a concealed villain ; every act of kindnefs 
| thewn to me by you has been long like vultures tear- 
ing my vitals. Go, tir, leave me; the fight of you 
cauſcs we to {ufier excraciating tortures,*” He then 
Abrunk under the bed-clothes, and the fame night 
expited in a ftate of mind unhappy beyond all de- 
{cription, | 
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Hope gone | the guilty never reſt ! 
 Diſmay is always near ; 
There is a midnight in the breaſt, 
No morn can ever cheer. N:ght Scenes 


Terrible as the above relation is, T afure you that I 
Have not heightened it: when anungratetul villain 1s 
PReNes by his own refteftons, we acknowledge it to 

e but juſt, In Morton's Hiſtory of Apparitions are 
ſeveral ſhocking ſtories of perſons who, 5 their abau- 
doned pra&tices, have brought on. themlelyes all the 
Horrors of a guilty conſcience. ' 


O treacherous conſcience; while ſhe ſeems to fleep 

On roſe and myrtle, lull'd with ſyren' ſong : 

While the ſeetns nodding o'cr her charge, to drop 

| On headlong appetite the flacken'd rein, 

And gives up to licence unrecall'd, 

"Unmarked; ſee from behind her fecret ſtand, 

The fly informer miautes every fault, 

And her dread diary with horror fills. 

A watchful for ! the formidable 1py, 

Lift'ning, o'rhears the whiſpers of our camp ? 

'Our dawning purpoſes of heart explores, 

And ſteals our embryos of iniquity, 

As all rapacious ufarers conceal 

Their doomſday-book from i conſuming heirs 3 ; ' 

Thus with indulgence moſt ſevere ſhe treats, 

Writes down our whole liftory, which death ſhall read, 
In ev'ry. pale delinquent” s private ear. Night Thuughts, 


But the caſe is otherwiſe among ſt the methodiſts, they 
work on the fears of the mo{t virtuous ; youth and 
innocence fall victims daily before their threats of hell 
and damnation, gnd the poor feeble-minded, inſtead 
of being comforted and encouraged, are often by 
them ſunk into an irrecoverable ſtate of gloomy det- 
pondence and horrible deſpair. 

If they hear of any who are on a fick-bed, they en- 
eavbur: if poſiirlo, to gain admitrance, and often dit- 
turb many very innocent people in their laſt moments, 
And I bcheve that 1 may ately add they ſometimes 
haſten thoſe moments, For only think of thre» or 
tour of theſc Spiritual Quixotes, or Dons of the Woe- 
ful Countenances, ſtalking into a room and ſurround=- 
ing a bed in which a perſon lays very ill, To fee 
their dafinal taces, and to hear their terrifying diſs 

D2 


o 


x6 LIFE OF J. LACKINGTON. 
<ourſes, their gloomy and ſuperſtitious prayers, muſt 


'-greatly alarm even perſons whoſe lives were not be- 


fore in any great danger; and I have no.doubt but 
ſome are by theſe means trightened out of their ex- 
1Kence. | FOE 

It 1s true that many of their hearers are not onl 
methodiſtically convinced, or alarmed, but are atfo 


| hoens pocuſly converted ; for as ſome of their preachers 


employ all their arr and rhetoric, to alarm and terrify, 
ſo others of them uſe their utmoſt ſkill, to give them 
aſſurance of their fins being pardoned; which remind 
us of the law-fuit, where one party ſued for a forged 
debt, and the other produced a forged receipt. But 
with thouſands that 1s not the caſe, even with thoſe 
who join their ſociety, where ſo much divine love, 
aſſurance, and extafies are talked of, where enthu- 
ſfhaftic, rapturous, intoxicating hymns are ſung ; and 
belides the unhappy mortals 1n-therr own community, 
thouſands there are who have loſt their peace of miud 
by occationally hearing their ſermons, 

« The gulph of hell wide op'ning to his eyes, 

« Gone ! gone for ever! to himſelf he cries, 


« Rack'd with deſpair ; waſtes ſilently within 
« His friend, &mfc/f, unconſcious of what fin.” 


And even thoſe among them who have arrived to 
the higheſt pitch of enthuſiaſm, aud who at times 
talk of their foreta#e of heaven, and of their full aſ- 
ſurance of fins forgiven, and of talking to the Deity, 
as familiarly as they will to one another; (all which: 
and much more, I have heard a thouſand times) yet 
even thoſe very pretended favourites of heaven are (if 
we believe themſelves) miſcrable for the greateſt part 
of their time, having coubts, fears, horrors of mind, 
&c. contiuually hauuting them wherever they are, 


See ſuperſtition trembling at the noiſe 

Of ruſhing torreuts, or the thui.der's voice ; 
The-mooi.'s e: chpſe, the flaſhing meteur's glare, 
And each viciilitude of earth and . 1”; 
luvoly'd in Guilt's or Igno; ance's ſhade, 

Each vain or cruel prattice call it ad, 

M; intain with reaſon a perpetual fight, 

A: & virtue bartcr four. the empty right. 
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Obſerve the entrails, mark the flying bird, 
Hang on the crafty augur's doubtful word, 
Hollow the pavement with the midnight pray'r, 
Or to the cutting ſcourge the ſhouigers bare. | . 
| Eſſay on' Senſibilitys 


Cicero has ſaid the fame in proſe: © The ſuper- 
fiitious man, (ſays he) Is miſerable in every ſcene, 
in every incident in life: even flcep itſelt, which 
baniſhes all other cares of unhappy mortals, 'affards 
to him matter of new terror, while he eximincs 
his dreams, and finds in thoſe viſions of the nighr, 
. prognoſtication of future calamities.” Between 
twenty and thirty years fince, ſome thouſands of 
them in London took it into their heads that the 
world would be at end on ſuch a night, and for ſome 
days previous to this fatal night, nothing was attended, 
to but faſting and praying, and when it came, they 
made a watch-night of it, and ſpent it in prayer, &c. 
expecting every moment to be the laſt; and it is re- 
magrkable, that thouſands who were-not methogiſts 
gave credit to this ridiculous prophecy, and were 
terribly alarmed; but the next morning they were 
aſhamed to look at one another, and many durſt not 
appear in their ſhops for ſome time afterwards. Bur 
others of them ſaid that God had heard the prayers 


of the righteous, and fo ſpareu the world a lutle 
longer. 


What numbers floth with gloomy korror fills ! 

Racking their brains with viſionary ills. 

Hence what loud outcries, and well meaning rage, 

Whit endleſs quarrels at the preſent age ! 

How many blame! how often may we hear, 

& Such vice !—ivell, ſure, the laſt day mult be near !'” 

T' avoid ſuch -wild, imaginary pains, 

The ſad creation of diſtemper'd brains, 

Diſpatch, dear friend ! move, labour, ſweat, run, fiy ! 

Do ought—but think the day of juiigment nigh. 

+ Ee RoOUTLE. 

Some years after that, Mr, Wefley alarmed his 

people all ovcr England, with the tail of a comet; 

great numbers were dreadfully appretientive leſt this 

cewet ſhould ſcorch the earth to a cinder; but the 
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ſaints by prayer made the comet keep a proper dit- 
Tancce . ; 

Charnock, of the laſt century, in; his Diſcourſe on 
Providence, has proved (in his way} that the umverlſe 
was created and 1s kept agoing for the ſake of the 
elect, and that as ſoon as their number is. complete, 
the whole will be deſtroyed. This is genuine Calyinifme 

_ 'Butt theſe our more enlighten'd days, 
Confeſs the native force of truth, 


Feel the full luſtre of ker rays, 
And bow to her eternal truth. BELON, 


" The fanatics in every age have found their account 


in making their followers believe the end of the. 


worl.' was at hand, In ſome of the wills and deeds, 
by which eſtates have been given to monaſferies, &c. 
1n France, they have exprefled their bcliet of the 
world's being nearly at an end, as a reaſon for mak- 
ing ſuch liberal donations to the church. But it 1s 
happy for us that in England ſuch wills would be ſet 
afide. A caſe of this nature occurred while Lord 
Northington was at the head of the law department, 
Reilly the preacher, had wheedled, or trightened, an 
old woman (Mre, Norton) out of a deed or gift of 
tilty pounds a year, but aſter the old woman's panic 
and fcar of damnation was over, ſhe had recourſe to 
Chancery, and his Lordſliip annulled the deed. of 
gilt. His Lordſhip's remarks on ſuch kinds of 1mpo- 
fition are very curious, and worth your reading. See 
Collectanea Juridica, vol,.1. p. 458. 

In fact, the very beſtwof the methodiſts are like 
children, elated or ceprefſled by mere trifles; and 
many who joined them while young and 1gnorant, 
quit their ſocicty as they attain to years of diſcretion, 
or as their judgment is he informed, 


Reaſon, ariſe and vindicate thy claim, 
Flaia on our minds the joy-mntuſing flame z 
Pour forth the fount of light, whoſe endleſs ſtore 
Thought drinks inſatiate, while it thirfts for more. 
| tt Eul NUGENTy 


Love or anger, ambition or avarice {fays a great 


ma!) have their root in the temper and attectiong, 


, 
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which the ſoundeſt reaſon is ſcarce able fully to Cor- 
ret; but ſuperitition, being founded on falſe opts 
non, muſt immediately vaniſh, whewtrue philoſophy 
kas inſpired juiter ſentiments of ſaperior powers. 


Thus the fair order, mark'd on all around, 
In the clear mirror of his foul 1s found, 


Which ſhows each objeCt in 1ts native dyes, 


Kot. thote diſtorting prejudice applies. 


- Effay on © cenfibilicy, 
I ain, 


Dear Friend, 
Yours. 


LETTER VI. ly 


Religion's luſtre is, by native innocence, 

Divincly fair, pure, anu fimple from all arts ; 

You daub and dreſs her like a common miſtreſs, 

The harlot of your fancies; and by adding 

Falſe beauties, which ſhe wants not, make the world 
Suſpe& her angel face is foul within. Rowe's Tamerlanes. 


Be careful to deſtroy the book of Janes, 
Subſtantial. virtues that vile papiſt claims ; 
Fergetting Paul, he ſpurns at faith alone, 

And bids our \, aintſhip by our lives be known : 
All Cato's virtues was not worth a pin, . - 
And Phocion's exit but a ſhining {{n, 


DEAR FRIEND, 


HE enthuGaſtic notions which T 


had imbibed, = the defire I had ty be talking about 
religious mylterics, &c. anſwered once valu able pur- 
poſe ; as it cauſed me to, embrace every opportunity 
to learn to read, ſo tYt I could ſoon 1:ad the eaſy 
parts of the Bible, Mr. W-:ſley's Hymns, &c. and. 
every leiſure minute was fo employed. 
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In the winter I was obliged to attend my work 
from fix in the morning until ten at night. In rhe 
ſummer half-year, I only worked as long as we could 
fee without candle; but notwithſtanding the cloſe at- 
tention I was obliged to pay to my trade, yet for a 
long time I read ten chapters in the Bible every day : 
I ailo rcail and learned many hymns, and as ſoon as 
T cuuld procure ſome of Mr, Veſley's Tracts, Ser- 
mons, &c. I read them alſo; many of them I peruſed 
in Clacina's Temple (the place where my Lord 
C heſteriteld adviſed his fon to read the claflics) but 1 
&144 not apply them after reading to the farther uſe 
that his Lordſbip hints at, 

I had ſuch good eyes, that I often read by the 
light of the moon, as my maſter would not permit 
me to take a candle into my room, and that prohi- 
bition 1 looked upon as a kind of perſecution, but I 
'aiways comforted myſelf with the thoughts of my 
beirg a Cear child of God; and as ſuch, that it was 
1mpoitble for me to eſcape perſecution from the chil- 
dren of the devil, which epithets I very proufly ap- 
plied to my gcod maſter and miſtreſs. And ſo igno- + 
Tantly and 1mprudently zealous (being a real metho- 
d:t) was I for the good of their precious ſouls, as 
fo:;netumes to gire them broad hints of it, and of the 


% 


dang:rous ſtate they were it, 


To wanton whim and prejudice we owe, 

Opinzon 3s the only God we know. 

Where's the fonndation of religion plac'd ; 

On every individual's fickle taſte, 

The narrow way fanatic mortals tread, 

By ſupe: fitious prejudice miſled... | 

This patſage leads to heaven—yet ſtrange to tell ! 
Another's conſcience finds it leaus to hell, CHaTtTERTON, 


Their pions good old miniſter, the Reverend Mr, 
Harriſon, I called ** a blind leader of the blind ;'* and 
1 rrore than once aflured my miſtreſs, that both he 
and his v hole flock werein a fate of damnation ; being 
without the aflurance of their firs being pardoned, 
they muſt be ©** ſtrangers to the hope of Iſrael, and 
without God in the world,” My good miſtreſs wiſely 
thought that a goed ſtick was the beſt way of arguing 
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with ſuch an ignorant infatuated boy as I was, and 
had often recourſe to it; but I took carg to give her 
a deal of trouble; for whenever I was ordered in my 
turn to read 1n the Bible, I always ſelected ſuch chap- 
ters,as I thought militated againt Arians, Sociman?, 
&c, and ſuch veries as I deemed favourable to the 
dofrine of Original Sin, Juſtification by Faith, Im- 
puted Righteouincſs, the Ductrine of the Trinity, &c. 
On ſuch parts I always placed a particular empha- 
fis, which puzzled and teazed the old lady a good deal. 
Among other places I thought {having ſo been 
taught by the methodiſts) that ihe fixteenth chapter 
of Ezekiel very much favoured the doctrines of ori- 
ginal ſin, imputed righteouſneſs, &c, that chapter I 
oft:n {elefed and read to her, and ſhe has often read 
- eighteenth chapter of the ſame prophecy, for the 
ake of the parable of the Father's cating {cur grapes. 
Whenever I read in St. Paul's Epiſtles on- juitifi- 
cation by faith alone, my guod miſtreſs would read in 
the Epiſtle of St, James, ſuch' paſfages as fay that a 
man 1s not juitifed by faich alone, but by taith and 
works, which often embarraſſed me not a little. _ 
However, I comforted myſelf with the conceit of 
having more texts of Scripture on my fide of the. 
queſtion than ſhe had on her fide. As to St. James, 
I was almoſt ready to conclude, that he was not quire 
orthodox, and ſo at laſt I did not much mand what he 
faid. | | 
«K —  Falfe opinions rooted in the mind, ; 
© Hood: wink the ſoul and keep our reaſon blind. 


« In controverte.] points can reaſon ſway, 
« When paſſion or conceit hurri:s us away.” 


Hitherto I had not frequented the metholiſt meet- 
ings by the conſent or knowledge of my maſter and 
miſtreſs; nor had my zeal been {vo great as to make 
me openly violate their commands, But as my zeal 
increaſed much taſter than my knowledge, I ſoon dif- 
regarded their orders, and without heſitation ran away 
to hear a methodiitical ſermon as often as I could find 
opportunity. One Sunday morniny, at eight o'clock, 
my miſtreſs ſeeing her ſons ſet of, and knowing tht 
they were gone to a methociſt meeting, determine 
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to prevent me from doing the farhe-by locking the 


door, which ſhe accordingly did ; on which in a ſu- 


perſtitious mood, I opened the Bible for direion. 
whyt todo (ignorant methodifts often praftiſe the ſame - 
ſuperſtitious method) and the firſt words I read were 
theſe, * He has given his angels charge concerning 


thee, leſt at any time thou ſhouldeſt daſh thy foot 
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azainſt a ſtone.” This was enough for me; ſo with- 
out a moment's heſitation, I ran up two pair of ſtairs 
to my own room, and out of the window I leaped, to 
the great terror of my poor miſtreſs, TI got up immee« 
diately, and ran about two or three hundred yards, 
towards the mecting-houſe ; but alas! I could run no 


farther; my feet and ancles: were moſt intolerably- 


bruiſed, fo that T was obliged to be carried back and 
Put to bed; and it was more than a month before L 
recovered the uſe of my limbs. 1 was 1gnorant 
enough to think that the Lord had not uſed me very 
well, and reſolved not to put fo much truſt in him for. 
the future, which remines me of the following ſtories : 
Dr. Moore in his Travels through France, Switzer- 
land and Germany, informs us that a certain French- 
man, purchaſed a ſina!l filver figure of our Saviour on, 
the Croſs, and having bought ſome tickets in the 
lottery, he prayed to his crucifix that they may come 
up prizes; and having alſo a great ſhare 1n the cargo 
of a fnp, he would not infore it, but committed it to 
the care of his filver god: And his cargo being 
loft at fea; and* his tickets come vp blanks, he ſold 
his crnciſix in great anger. And Suctonius informs 
us, that the Heet of Auguſtvs having been diſperſed: 


by a ſtorm, and many of the ſhips loſt, the Emperor 


pave orders that the ſtatue of Neptune ſhould not be 
carried in proceſſion with thoſe of the other gods. 

My above raſh adventure made a great noiſe in the 
town, and was talked of many miles round. Some 
few admired my amazing firength of faith, but the | 
major part pitied me, as a poor ignorant, deluded and 
infatuated boy, | " 

The neighbours ſtar'd, and figh'd, yet bleſs'dthe lad ; 
Sume deem'd him wondrous wiſe, and ſorae believ'd him mad. 
; Dr. Bratt. 
I am, dear Friend, yours, 


— < f —— 
- . 
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LETTER IX 


_One makes the rugged paths ſo ſmooth and. even, - 
None but an ill-bred man can nnfſs of heaven. 
Another quits his ſtuckings, breeches, ſhirt, 
Becauſe he fancies virtue dwells in dirt : 
While all concur to take away the ſtreſs, 
Prom weightier points, and lay it on the leſs. 
$1T1ILLINXGEFLEET on Converſations 


*Gad | I've a thriving traffic in my eve. 

Near the mad manſions of Moorfield's I'll bawl ;- 

Friends, fathers,. mothers, ſiſters, ſons and all, 

Shut up your ſhops, and liſten to my call. FooTx; 


DEAR FRIEND, 


: N the fourth year of my appren+ 
viceſhip, my maſter died ; now. altkough he was a. 
zood huſband,. a good father, and a good maſter, &c., 
yet as he had not the methodiſtical faith, and could 
nat pronounce the Shibboleth of that ſet, I piontp 
teared that he was gone to hell. _ 

My miſtreſs thought that his death was haſtened by: 
his uncaſy refleEtions on the bad behaviour of his ſons, 
after they commenced methoditts, as before they were 
converted each was dutiful and attended to- his trade, 
hut after they became /aints they attended ſo much to, 
their ſpi11:ual:;concerns, that they acted as though they. 
ſuppoſed they. were to be fed and cloathed by mira- 
eles, like Mr. Huntingdon, who informs us, in his, 
took called © The Bank of Faith,” that the Lord: 
ſent him a pair of breeches,. that a dog brought him- 
mutton to eat, fiſh died at night -in.a pond 'on pur. 
po to be eaten by him in the morning.; money, and: 
in ſhort every thing: he could'defire, he obtained by, 
prayer. Mr. Weſley uſed to cure a violent pain in; 
His head the ſame way, as he relates.in._his- Journals, 
Zhus, as Foote ſays, 


&« With labour, toil, all ſecond means difpenſe,. 
« And live a rent-charge upon providence.” | A 


D 6. 
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To 'give you a better idea of 'methodiſtical igno- 
rance and negle of ordinary means of living, &c. Iwill 
relate one inſtance more. Mary Hubbard (an old wo- 
man of Mr, Welley's ſociety) would often waſh her 
Jliner, hang it out to dry, and go away to work in 
the ficlds, or to Taunton-market, four miles from her 
houſe ; and when blamed, ſhe would anſwer ** that 
the Lord watched over her, and all that ſhe had, and 
that he would prevent any perſon from ſtealing her 
tivo old ſmocks, or if he p-rmitted them to be ſtolen, 
ke would ſend her two new in their ſtead.” And I 
ferioufly aflure you, fir, that there are many thou- 
ſand Mary Hubbards amongſt the methodiſts. *_ 

As I had becrn Lound to ny mittreſs as well as wy 
maſter, I wag of courſe an apprentice ſtiil. But after 
my maiſtcr*s death I obtained more liberty of con- 
ſcience (as I called it,) fo that I not only went to 
hear the methodiſt ſermons, but was alſo admitted 
into their ſociety ; and I beheve they. never had a 
more devout enthuſiaſtical member ; for ſeveral years 
I regularly attevded every ſermon and all their pri- 
Yate mCccnng's. 


. wy 
«1, like an hackney-coachman, knew 
* Short way to heay'n by a clew, 
« Cou'sd cut acroſs, and fave the roa'!, 
* "That guided to the bleſs'd abode,” 


As you are probably unacquainted with the nature 
| Of thele private meetings, a ſhort account of them may 
. perhaps afford you ſome amuf2ment, 

Mr, Weſley inftituted amongſt his people, befides 
the public preachings, ſeveral kinds of private meet- 
ings; and as the prayer-meeting 1s the leaſt private of 
any of them, I will firſt take notice of that. 

* 'Io the prayer-mectings, which were 1n general 
held in private houſes, they often invited people who 
were not of their focicty, An hymn was firit ſung, 
then they all knelt, and the firſt perſon who felt a 
motion, made an extempory prayer ; when he had 
done, another began, and fo on, for about two hours. 


There every foul a face of ſorrow wears, 
Aud not one fign of happineſs appears ; 


© LIFE OF J LACKINGTON. 6g 


But looks of terror and dejected eyes, 
Deſpairing murmus, and heart-rending ſighs z 
No eye doth wander, and no lip doth ſmile, 
But holy hurvers chill us all the while. 
YouNnc SoLDIiERs 


It ſo happened ſometimes, that one of the bre- 
thren began to pray without having the gift of prayer 
(as they call it), and then he often ſtuck fait, like 
ſome of the young orators at Caach-maker's Hall, &c. 
Prayer-mcerings were held in ſuch high eſteem a- 
mon2it them that they aſſerted, more were © born 
© again,” and more * made free from ull the remains 
of ſin,” or in other words of their own, ©** made per- 
fe7 as God is perfect,” 1n theſe kinds of meetings, 
than at public preaching, &c. Thus, as Pomtret 
ſays | 

£1 «© The ſpirits heated will ſtrayge things produce.” 

But it is impoſſible for you, my friend, to form 
any juſt 1Jea of theſe aſſemblies, except you had been 
vreſent at them: one wheedles and coaxes the Divine 
Being, in his addrefles ; another 1s amorous and luſ- 
cious; and a third fo rude and commanding, he will 
even tell the Deity that he muſt be a /ar 1f he does' 
not grant all they aſk. In this manner will they mag= 
netize, or work up one another*s imaginations, untiÞF 
they may actually be ſaid to. be 1n a ſtate of intoxica- 
tion ; and whilit in this intoxicated or magnetized 
ſtate, it- often happens that fome of them recolleC&t a 
 xext of ſcripture, ſuch as, ** thy fans are forgiven 
thee,” or © go and fin no more,” &c. and then they 
declare themſelves to be born again, or to be fanCti- 
fied, &Cc. | | 

They have another kind of private meeting after 
the public preaching on Sunday evenings, m which 
the preacher meers all the members of the ſociety, 
who ſtay behind after the general congregation 18 diſ- 
miſled. To this ſociety the preacher gave ſuch ad- 
vice as he deemed better ſuited to a godly few than 
to a promiſcuous multitude of ** outward-court wor 
ſhippers,” | AGF $A 

Their love-feaft 18 alſo a private meeting of as 
many menbers of the community as pleatc to attend; 
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and they gencrally come from all parts, within ſeveral. 
miles of the. place where love-teaits are held, 


«© Thofe holy Knaves whoſe hypocritic zeal, 

« In warmeſt ftrains their tranſports now reveal, 
« Strives the fond rabble's ;gn'rant ſouls to move, 
« Then fly with rapture to their feaſt of love.” 


When all are met they alternately fing and pray ; 
and ſuch amongſt them as think that their experience 
(as they. call it) 1s remarkable, ſtand up intheir place, 
and relate all the tranſactions between God, the devil, 
and their ſouls : 

Diſcuſfing evils, which begin, 
In every ſoul, that taſtes of fin ! 


' As head of choſen, doth foreknow, F 
How far the devil means to go. Pious Incerdiary. 


At ſuch ſeaſons as this I have heard many of them 
declare they had juſt received the pardon of all. 
their fins while Brother ſuch a-one was in prayer ; - 
another would then get up and aſlert that he was juſt. 
at that inſtant made perfectly free from fin. 

At theſe times the Spirit 1s ſuppoſed to be very 
powerfully at work amongſt them ; aud ſuch an uniſor- 
of ſighing and groezing ſucceeds, that. you would: 
think they had all loft their ſenſes. In this frantic 
ſtate, many apply to themſelves ſuch texts of ſcrip- 
ture as happen to come into their heads, ; 

In the love-feaſt they have burns to cat, which are 
mutually bruken between each brother and ſiſter ; and 
they have alſo water to drink, which they hand from 
one to another. Theſe mectings begin about ſeven. 
o'clock, and laſt unil nine or ten. | 

In London, Briſtol, and other large places, they 
have ſome private meetings, unknown 10 the commu-- 
nity at large. "Theſe meetings confiſt of all married' 
men at one time: young and unmarricd men at ano». 
ther time : the mariied women by themſelves, and 


_ the ſingle women by themſelves; and to each of theſe 


claſſes Mr. Wefley went, and gave ſuch advice or ex-. 
hortations as he thought ſuitable to their ſituation in. , 
life, ſeldom failing to ſpeak much in praiſe of celi- 
bacy, to the Maids and Bachdlors, under his paſtoral. 
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exe, I wiil in my-next give you an account of their- 
watch-nights, | claſs-mcetings, bands, and other pars 
ticulars. _, va 


+ am, | 
Dear Friend, 


Yours. 


LETTER &X. 


——— Here, Gamaliel ſage 'E 
Trains up his babes of grace, inſtrutted well 
In all the —— diſcipline of prayer ; 
To.point the holy leer : by juſt degrees 
To cloſe the twinkling eye; expand the palms,. 
To expoſe the whites,. and with the ſightleſs balls 
To zlare upon the crowd; to riſe, to ſink 
" The. docile yaice 3; now murmur'ng foft. ang flows. 
With inward accent calm, and then again, ; 
In foaming floods of rapt'rous eloquence 
Let looſe the ftorm, and thunder, thro' the noſe 
The threatened vengeance. | SOMERVILLE. 


DEAR FRIEND, 


: | A HE Watch-night begins about” 
feren o'clock, Fhey fing hymns, pray, preach, ſing, 
and pray-again ; then exhort, ſing and pray alternate=. 
ly, until twelve o'clock. Tlie hymns which they fing 
on -thofe nights, are wrote for ſuch occaſions, and: 
abound with gloomy ideas, which are increaſed by 

the time of night; and-it muſt be remarked, that the- 
major part of thoſe who attend theſe nocturnal meet-- 
ings, having faſted the whole of the day (according 
to Mr. Weſley's orders) are in a very proper ſtate 'of 
mind to entertain the moſt extravagant whims or en- 

thufiaſtic notions that can” poſſibly enter the heads of+ 
any viſionaries, So that ſuch nights are often very 
prolific, as numbers are ſaid-to be boyn again, and: 


- 
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| become the temples of the Holy Ghoſt on watch- 
nights, which makes thoſe nights eſteemed by them. 
Mr. Weſley, in every place where his people were 
numerous, had divided them into clafes, conſiſting of 
twelve or fourteen brothers or ſiſters, Sometimes 
mey, and women met together in the ſame claſs (as 
they called it) and other claſſes conlifted of all men or 
all women. Each of theſe claſſes had one in it who 
was called the leader.” In ſuch claſſes where men and 
women meet together, the leader was always a bro- 
ther ; and ſo of courſe when the claſs conſiſted of 
men alone. But in the women's claſſes a ſiſter was 
always the leader. | TIES 
When they met together, the leader firft gave out 
a hymn, which they all ſang; after the hymn they 
all knelt, and their leader made an_.extemporary 
prayer ; after-which they were ſeated ; and when the 
leader had informed them of the flate of his own 
mind, he enquired of all preſent, one after another, 
' how they found - the ſtate of their ſouls. Some he 
found were full of faith and afſurance, others had 
dreadful doubts and fears; ſome had horrid temp- 


tations. | 


It doth affeft my inward man, 

To thunk of Satan's wicked plan ; | 

Ah! me, how doth that fiend conſpire, ' 

To drag each ſaint tv laſting fire. Fanaticiſm Diſplayed 


Others complained of a lukewarm ſtate, &c, In* 
thefe meetings, ſome of the members ſpoke of them- 
ſelyes, as though they were as pure a3 angels'are in 
heaven, but with the generality of them, it was far 
otherwiſe; and nothing was more common amon 
them than'to hear the major part exclaiming a wink 
themſelves, and declaring that they were the bs vile 
abandoned wretches on this fide hell, that they won- 
dered why the earth did not open and (ſwallow them 
up alive. Bur they generally added, that © the 
hlood of Chriſt cleanſes them from all fin,” and that 
« where fin abounded there would grace much more 
abound.” Indeed it was eaſy to remerk that the 
reaſon why they painted, themſelves in ſuch odious co- 
lours, was only to boaſt of au aſtomſhing quantity 
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of grace that God had beftowed on them, in thus 
pardoning all their abominarions, and numbering 
them with the houſehold of faith, who onght to have 
been ſhut up in the nethermoſt hell. The greater 
the ſinner (tay they) the greater the faint, To each 
of theſe the leader gave a word of comfort, or of cor- 
rection in the beſt manner he was able. They then 


ſang and prayed again. This laſted about one hour. 
And every one in Mr, Wefley's connexion did, or | 


was expected to meet, each in his own claſs once in 
a week. In theſe clafſes each made a weekly contrt- 
bution towards the general ſupport of the preachers, 
&c., Such as were verv poor continued a penny per 
week, others two-pence, and ſome who could afford 
it tixpence, This money was entered 1n a bookiept 
for that purpoſe, and one in every claſs called the 
ſteward, had the care of the caſh. | 

I now come to ſpeak of the Bands, which conſiſted 
only of jz/tfied perſons ; that 19, ſuch as had received 
the aſſurance cf their fins being pardoned. In the 
claſſes, both the awakened (as they call them) and 


the juſtified, and even thoſe that were made perfe&?, 


met all together, as did the married and the fingle, 
and often men and women. But none were admitted 
into any band but ſuch as were at leaſt in a juſtified 
ſtate, and the married of cach ſex met by themſelves, 
and the fingle by themſelves. About ten was the 


number generally put in one band ; all” theſe muſt- 


belong to and meet in ſome claſs, onee a week, when 
not hindered by ſickneſs, &c. and they were alſo to 
meet weekly in their band, When met, they firſt 
ſung, then made a ſhort prayer ; that done, the band- 
leader informed them of the ſtate of his mind, during 
. the laſt week, &, He then made 1nquiry into the 
ſfate of all preſent, and each related what had paſſet 
ſince they laſt met; as what vihitations they bad re- 
ccived from God, what temptations from the devil, 
the fleſh, &c. And it 1s a maxim amongit them that 
expoling to ane anthor what the devil has particularly 


tempted them to commit will make the old fellow 


more careful how he tempts, when he knows that all 
lis ſecrets wall be told the next meeting, This they 
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call ſhaming the devil; In the claſſes they only con» 
teſſed m general terms, that they have been tempted 
by the world, the fleſli, and the devil, But in the 
bands they confeſſed the particular fins which they 
_ had pom tempted to commit, or had actually com- 
mited, | 

The laſt time I met in: band was in London, where 
an old man (near ſeventy years of age) informed us. 
that he. had for ſeveral weeks together labourcd under 
a very grievous temptation of the devil, who all this 
time had been contencly tempting him to commit 
adultery ; he further <3 avs us, that having let 
too much of his houſe to lodgers, they were obliged 
to put the maid's bed in the room where he and his. 
witggglept; and that one morning he haql ſeen the 
maid lying aſleep, nearly or quite uncovered, an he 
again aſſured us, that ever fince that time the devil 
had becn every Cay tempting him to dv that which 
was nought with the maid, I could not help .think- 
- ing the old gentleman was right in charging it on 22 
devil, as there: was little reaſon to think 1t was any 
temptation. of the fe/h. Permit me to add, that this 
old buck had a wite about half his own age, I have 
been informed, that ſome young men of the brother- 
hood have at times diſguiſed themſelves in women's 
clothes, and have ſo got into the women's bands ; 
tt way be very curious to hear the confeſſions of the 
holy fiſters. By this time I ſuppoſe you have had 
enough of band-meetings. 

Mr. Wefley inſtituted another kind of private 
meeting for the higheſt order of his people, called 
the /ele# bands; to which none were admitted but 
ſuch as were ſanQified, or made perfe& in love, and 
freed from all the remains of fin. But as I never 
profeſſed per/efion, I was not permitted to enter into 
this holy of holies. But Þ have known a great num- 
ber of theſe perfect ſaints, of both ſexes ; and I alſo 
lived in the ſame houſe a whole year with one of 
thoſe entire holy ſiſters. A few days before I came ta. 
vein Chiſwcll-Street, one of theſe perfeCt ſiſters was 
detefted in ſtealing coals out of the ſhed of one of 
the ſanQified brothers ; but ſhe, like the old. fellow: 
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above mentioned, ſaid 1t was the Gdevil that tempted 
her to do it. | | 

Four times every year new ticþets are diſtributed to 
all Mr. Weſley's people throughout the three king- 
doms. Their ticket is a very ſwall flip of paper, 
with a text of ſcripture on 1t,- which is exchanged 
every quarter for ſome other text. Such as are only 
in a claſs, have a different text fronr ſuch as are in 
a band, ſo that no one can be agmitted-into a ge- 
neral meeting ' of the bands, appointed by any of 
the preachers when he intends to give them an; 
exhortation, nor into any particular band, by a 
common ſociety ticket. On the common tickets are 
iuch texts as theſe; * Now is the accepted time.” 
*« Awake, thou that fleepeſt,” —and ſuch like, Hut 
thoſe for the bands are in a higher ſtrain; as, © Be 
ye perfect as your heavenly Father 1s perfect,” — 
++ Go on unto perfeCtion,”'—* Ye are children of 
the light,” —< Your bodies are temples of the Holy, 
Ghoſt ;** and other texts of a fimilar tendency, For. 
theſe tickets, each *poor perſon paid one ſhilling, 
ſuch as were rich paid more; indeed the money 
ſeemed to be the principal end of iſſuing tickets, 
at leaſt in country places, the members in the come 
munity being ſo well known to each other, that 
they ſcarce ever ſhewed their tickets in order to gain- 
admittance, I forgot to inform you that prayer-meet= 
ings, clais-meetings, band-meetings, &c. were in ge. 
neral held in private houſes, belonging to ſome of- 
the brethren, © 


I am, 
Dear Friend, 


Yours. | 
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LETTER XL 


« Stiff in opinions, always in the wrong; 
« Was every thing by ſtarts, and nothing long.” 


* * * * * Ca 


« Then all for women, panting, rhiminsg, drinking, 
« Beſides ten thoufand freaks that died in thinking.” 


DEAR FRIEND, 


| You now fee what ſort of a fo- 
ciety I was got into, In country places particularly, 
they confiit of. farmers, huſbandmen, ſhoemakers, 
woolcombers, weavers, their wives, &c, I have 
heard Mr. Weſley remark that more women are con« 
verted than men; and FT believe that by far the greateſt 
part of his people are females; and not a few of them 
ſour, diſappointed old maids, with ſome others of a 
a leſs prudrh diſpoſition ; 

«© Who grown unfit for carnal bliſs, 

*« Long to taſte how Spirits kiſs,” 


Lavater, in his Eſſay on Phyſiognomy, ſays, © Wo- 
ren fink into the moit incurable melancholy, as they 
alſo nſe to the moſt enraptured heights,” In another 
place he fays, ** By the irritability of their nerves, 
_ their incapability for deep enquiry and firm deciſion, 
they may eaſily, from their extreme ſenſibility, be- 
come the moſt irreclaimable, the moſt rapturous en- 
thuſtaſts,”” | 5 IS ; 

*© There is (fays Mr. Hume) only one ſubject on 
which I am apt to diftcuſt the judgment of temales : 
and that is, concerning books of gallantry and devo- 
tion, which they commonly affect as high-flown as 
poſſible; and moſt of them ſeem more delighted with 
the warmth, than with the juſtneſs of the patſion. TI 
mention gallantry and devotion as the ſame ſubjett; 
becauſe, in reality, they become the iame when 
treated 1n this wanner; and we may obſerve, that 

they both d-pend on the very ſame complectian, as 
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the fair ſex have a great ſhare of the tender and amo» 


rous diſpoſition, it perverts their judgment on. this. 


occaſion, and makes them be eaſily attefted, even mn 
what has no propricty in the expreſſions, nor nature 
in the ſentiment, Mr. Addiſon's el:gant diſcourſes 


of religion have nv reliſh with them, in compariſon 


t0 books of myſtic devotion: and Otway's fine tra- 
gedies are rejected for the rant of Mr. Dryden.” 

There are thouſands in this ſociety who wil never 
read any thing beſides the Bible, and books publithed 
by Mr. Welley. For ſeveral years I read very little 
elle, nor would I go (at leaſt very ſeldom) to any 
other place of worſhip; ſo that iaſtead of hearing the 
ſenſible and learned miniſters at Taunton, I would 
often go tour, five, or ſix miles, to ſome country vil- 
lage, to hear an inſpired huſbandman, ſhoemaker, 
blackſmith, or weolcomber; and irequently 1n froſt 
and ſnow have I roſe a little after midnight (not 
knowing what time of night it was) and have wan- 
dered about the town until five o'clock, when the 
preaching began; where I have often hcard a ſermon 

reached to not mdSre than ten or a dozen people. 
But ſuch of us as did attend aut thiscearly hour, uſed 
afterwards to congratul:te cach other on the great 
rivilege we enjoyed, then off we went to our work, 

ering with cold. , 

I was firſt converted to methodiſm when I was 
about ſixteen years of age ; from that time until I was 
twenty-one I was a fincere enthuſialt, and every ſpare 
hour't enjoyed I dedicated to the ſtudy of the Bible, 
reading methodiſtical books, learniag hymns, hear- 
ing ſermons, meeting 1n ſocieties, &. My memory 


was vcry tenacious, fo that every thing I read I made 


my own, I could have repeated ſeveral volumes of 
hymns; when I heard a ſermon, I could have preached 
It again, and nearly in the ſame words; my Bible 
had hundreds of leaves folded down, and thouſands 
of marks againſts ſuch texts as I thought, favoured 
the doctrines (or whims) which I had imbibed. So 
that I ſtood forth as the champion of methodiim 
wherever I came. CEN, | 


- 
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But was! my godly ftrict life ar length ſaffered it- 
terruption, IT will give you a farther account of the: 
Tnethodiſts when4 come to the'time when I tinally left 
heir ſociety. | aL JETS 

The-eleCtion for two members of parliament was 
 trongly conteſted at Taunton, 'fuſt! as I attained my 
-twenty-firſt year; and being now of' ave, the fix or 
ſeven months, which Thad to ſerve of my apprevrice- 

"ſhip were purchaſed of my miſtreſs by ſome triends of 
'two of the contending candigetes: fo that 1 was at 
once ſet free in the mid{t of a ſcene of riot and difit- 
Paton. | 

Preſent example gets within our guard, 

And 'ats with'donble force, by few repell'd.. Youxc, 


« Nor ſhame, nor honour conld prevai), 
« Te keep me thus from turaing tail.” 


_ As I had a vote, and was alſo poſſeſſed of a few 
 3deas above thoſe of my rank and fituation, my com- 
_ pany was courted by ſome who were in a much higher 
' fphere; and (probably what they partly intended) in 
Koch company I ſoon forgot my godly or methodiſtical 
"*conneCtions, and ran into the oppoſite extreme : ſo 
| that for ſeveral motiths moſt of my fpare hours were 
* Gevoted to the *% 

Yonng-ey'd God of Wine? Parent of joys ! 
Frolic and full of thee, while the cold ſons 
Of temperance, the fools of thought and are, | 
Lay firetch'd in ſober flumbers. MALLE 7's Eurydice, 
_ Here I nearly ſunk for ever iato meannetſs, obſcu- 
« Tity, and vice; for when the election was over, T 
had no longer open houſes to cat and drink 1n at free 
_ coſt, And, having refuſed bribes, I was nearly out 
of caſh. | 7 | 
I began the world with an unſufpecting heart, 
was tricked *out of about three pounds (ever 
ſhilling I was poſleſied of ) and part of 'my cloath<s, 
by ſome country ſharpers. Having one coat and two 
waiſtcoats leſt, I lent my beſt waiſtcoat to an acquair;- 
tance, who left the town, and forgot to return its 
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Whateer or ſages teach, or hards reveal, | 

Men Kill are men, and learn bat when they feel, 
Þþ He BROWN®s ; 


However, I did not fink quite ſo low as the com- 
monality of journeyman ſhoemakers; but in (general 
worked very hard, and ſpent my money in 'better 
company. _ FR Mp8 £ F. -:194 
To know good, preferring ſpecious ill, 

Reafon becomes a cully to the will ; 

Tims men, perverſely fond to roam afttay, 

Hood-winks the guide aſfigned to ſhew the way 

And in life's voyage, like the pilot fares, 

Who breaks the compaſs, and contemns the ſtars. 
| %a FENTCYe 


Notwithſtanding, at times, I was very uneaſy, and 
although I had not been at any niethodittical meeting 
during the time that I had lived this diffipated life, 
yet my mind was not freed entirely trom the ſuper- 
Kitious fears I had there 1nbibed;;. fo that whenever 
any perſon aſked me, what would become of me (that 
had lived ſuch an holy life) it I ſhould dic in the ftate 
'of backſiiding from ** the good old way ?”” Talways 
 ackiowledged that I ſhoald be eternally damn'd, 
were that to be the caſe. But I muſt confeſs that I 
was not much afraid of dying in ſuch a ſtate, as I 
was too much pr-poſſeiſed with the methodiſtical no» 
tions of free-grace, that would not let me be finall 
loit, preſuming that I muſt wait, as it were, for a /e- 
cond call to repentance, juſtification, &c. which I had 
been taught to believe might take place inſtantaneouſly, 
and put the devil to fight in a hurry, and fo matters 
would be all right again. And | have known many 
who having theſe ideas, have continued to live very 
*profligate lives to the end of the chapter. ; 

There is a curious paſſage in the confeſſions of St. 
Auguſtin, in which he owns that in his youth he was 
exceſhvely addicted to women, and that he made uſe 
'of a prayer, in which he deſired God to make him 
change, but not too ſoon. | 

I often privately took the Bible to bed with me, 
and in the long ' fare mornings read for hours 
together 1p bed, but this did not 1n the leafl influence 


. 
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my conduct, As you know great events often ariſe 
from little cauſes, Law now going to relate a cifcum- 
ſtance, trivial in itſelf, though productive of a more 
conſiderable change 'in my ſituation, than any I had 
yet experienced. _ *.. we” 

I was twenty-one years of age the 11th of Septem- 
ber 1767, the eleQtion was over the latter cad of 
March 1768. It was in this year that my new maſter's 
wife inſiſted on my purchaſing milk of a milk-maid 
who was a cuſtomer at the ſhop; which command I 
refuſed to comply with, as I had a firart little milk- 
maid of my own. But as my miſtreſs wore the breeches, 
my maſter was obliged, by his wite's order, to in- 
form me, that I muſt comply with her mandate, or 
get another maſter. I left him without heſitation ; and 
the ſame afternoon went to Wellington, touk leave of 
wy father and mother, and informed them of my in- 
tention to go to Briſtol. After two or three days, I 
returned back tro Taunton, where I ſtayed a day or 
two more, In which time I became enamoured with, 
or infatuated by, the beautiful Nancy Trot; 


———In ſweet words that breath delight and joy, 
She tix'd the attention of the heart-ſtruck boy. 
wm——cauty trumphs aid the joys of loye ! 
| Rape of HeLtn. 


And although I ſaw the impropriety of the meaſyre, 

yet I could not reſiſt the fair temper, who prevailed 
* with me to permit her to accompany me im my 
Journey. 


Reaſon was given to curb our headſtrong will, 
And yet but ſhews a weak phyſician's ſk'l] ; 
Gives nothing while the raging fit does laſt, 
But ſtays to cure it when the worſt is paſt. 
Reaſon's a ſtaff for age, when Nature's goc ; 
But youth is ſtrong enough to walk alone. 
DxybEx's Con. of Gran, 


We reſted a week in Bridgewater, where I worked 
hard and got money to convey us to Exbridge, te. 
venteen miles on this fide Briſtol; and there I ſaw 
my conduct in ſuch a point of view as made me re- 
ſolve to leave her, | 
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Tr well-feign'd accents, now they hail-my ear +» 

- My life, my love, my charmer, or my dear, | 
As if theſe founds, theſe joyleſs ſuunds could prove 
The ſmalleſt particle of genuine love; . C7 
'O! purchas'd love, retail'd through half the- town, 
Where each may ſhare on piping half-a crown ; 
Where eyery air of tendernefs is art, | 
And not one, word the laaguage of the heart ; 
Where all is mockery of Cupid's reign, ; 
End in remorte, in wretche.nef*, and pain. 

Art of Living 4n Low»6#n, 


My finances - amounted to three ſhilllings and+ one 
penny, out of which I gave her half-a-crown, and 
with the remaining ſeven-pence, without iniorming 
her of my purpoſe, I tet off for Briitol; where i ar- 
rived in a few hours, and! got work the ſame evening. 

A few days after, I went to the inn where the 
Taunton carrier.put up, to enquire atter M/s Tratt, 
as I wanted to know if the had returned fate to Tayns 
ton. I was informed that the was in Brittol nearly as 
Joon as I was. 'K nowing but little of the world, and 
ſtill leſs of women of her defcription,. I was quite uwn- 
happy on.her. account, for fear that being in a ſtrange 
place the mightbe-in want and diftreſs; which thought 
induced me to offer to ſeveral of my countrymen five 
ſhillings to the! firſt who ſhould bring me an account 
where I might.find her; | but I id not fee her until K+ - 
veral weeks after that, 4» 


Some foe to his upright intent, 

Finds ont his weaker part, 

Virtue engages his afſent, 
But pleaſure wins the heart, 

"Tis here the folly of the wiſe, 

_ Through all his arts we view, 

And while his tongue the chai ge Cenies, 
His conſcience owns it true. CowÞPEzR, 


The Taunton carrier gave me a letter from my 
good MaiſtreG Bowden (who, by marrying again, had 
changed her name to Dingle). The contents of this 
Ictter very much wy; $1" me. lt informed me that 
a day or two before I fell out with my laſt miſtreſs 
{which was the trifling cauſe of my leaving Taunton) 
Betty Tucker, a common laſs, bad {irorn a child 18 
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me; that the pariſh officers had been to my maſter's 
ſhop within an hour after 1 had left it to go to Wel- 
lington, and. that thev had been at Wellington juſt as 1 
had left that place, and afterwards hearing that I was 
in Bridgewater, they had purtued me thither, But 
the morning on which they arrived, I had {et off for 
 Exbridge; and believing that I had intentionally 
fled before them, they had given over this chaſe for 
the preſent. | | 

Reflecting on this affair, although my conduR was 
very far from entitling me to entertain ſuch a fuppo- 
fition, yet I was then weak enough to imagine, that 
being a particular favourite of heaven, a kind of mi- 
* racle had been wrought to ſave me from a priſon, or 
from marrying a woman [I could not bear the idea of 
living with a fingle week; and as I had not any 
knowledge of her __ with child {not having ſeen 
: her for three months before) I had not taken any 
meaſure to avoid the ccnſequence, but put myſelf in 
the way of the officers: for, as T have juſt told you, 
after I had taken leave of my father and mother, I 
went back to Taunton, and walked about publicly 
one whole day, and part of another. Sire Wk 

This girl was delivered about two months after- 
wards of a ſtill-born child, ſo that I was never trou- 
bled for expences. Methinks you are ready to ſay 
with Pomfret, $1 


«Tis eaſy to deſcend into the ſnare, 

« By the pernicious conduct of the fair : 

« Bat ſafely tc return from their abode, 

« Requires the wit, the prudence of a God.” 


I am, 
Dear Friend, 


Yours. 
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LETTER XI. 


Terror in dreams the anxions mother moves, 

Or bids fond virgins mourn their abſent loves. 
Sylvia in vain her wearied eyes would cloſe, 
Hark ! the ſad'death watch clicks—adien, repoſe z 
The diſtant owl, or yelling maſtiff near, _ 
Terror till vibrates on the liſt 'ning ear, 

And bids tit affrighted Sylvia yigils keep, 

For Fancy, like Macbeth, has murder'd fleep. 


| Mr. PRALLs 
DEAR FRIEND, . 
4. HE ſubjeQ of my laſt recalls to 
- my mind a- ridiculous affair, which excited much 
murth in that part of the country. ; 
_ Durivg the eleftion at Taunton, a gentleman-one 
day came ina poſt-chaiſe to the WV hite-hart Inn, kept 
by 'Mr. BaldWin, 2nd after having refreſhed himfcif, 
ſtrolled into the yard, and ſeeing the hoſtler, aſked 
him if he conld inform him where they took in the 
news? 'The hoftler vnderſianding him in a literal 
ſenſe, directed him to a. bookſellers ſhop on the op- 
poſite ſide of the way; this ſhop was kept by Miſs 
A—d—n, a beautiful young lady of irreproachable 
character, and one whoſe fine underſtanding and pa- 
liſhed taſte did Honour to the profeſſion ; which pro- 
feflion ſhe only adopted for an amuſement, as ſhe poſ- 
 Gefſed an independent fortune. | | 
_ Our gentleman on entering the ſhop, enquired of . 
the ſhopmaid for her miſtreſs, but the maid being uſed 
to ſerve in the ſhop, and knowing that her miſtreſs 
had fome ladies with her, informed the gentleman 
that ſhe could help him to any thing that he wanted, 
But on his ſaying he had ſome private bufinets with 
Her miſtreſs, he was ſhewn into a back parlour, and 
the miſtreſs being informed a gentleman wanted to 
ſpeak to her, the went direCtly to him. The moment 
he entered the room, he claſped her in his arms, 
called her a divine: creature, &c, This 1o alarmed 
Miſs A—d=-n, that ſhe ys II aloud; on hearing 
| | F 
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which, the ladies, preceded by the houſemaid and ſhops 
maid, repaired to the parlour, where they found Miſs 
A—d—n almoſt in fits, The gentleman thinking 
that it was only a trick to raiſe her price, took but 
little notice, on which one of the maids*ran out and 
called in ſeveral of the neighbours, who, on coming 
Into the parlour, faw with aſtoniſhment our Sir Harry 
Wildtir taking improper liberties with Miſs A—d—n, 
and deſired him to deſiſt. ;But he defired them not 
to attempt to- put tricks on travellers, aud ordered 
them to leave the room, Jnftead of obeying mis 1n- 
© junctions they in a refolute tone ordered our ſpark to 
go initanily about his buſineſs. , However, he plaghi 
kepr hiz ground, until the, mayor of the town, who 
"happened 10 live juſt'by, was called.in. Mr, Mayor 
demanded why he took fuch freedom with the ' lady, 
Our g*ntleman, ſeeing that the affair began to Jook 
very ſcrious, now became calm, and informed the 
company that having an inclinationfor a frolic, He 
* had enquired for a bid houſe, and had been directzd 
there; adding, that if there had heen any miſtake, he 
was very ſorry for it, and would beg the lady's par- 
"4on. 'On hearing this the compuny was .nore ſur- 
Prized than betore, and demanded ot the gentleman, 
who had informed him that that houſe was a bawdy- 
- houſe? He, without hefitatiop, replied, the hoſtler 
at the White-hart Upon this the hoſtler was ſent 
for, and on his being aſked, if he had direfted thar 
gentleman? to Miſs A—d—n's as a bawdy-houſfe ? 
he poor fellow, with marks of terror and ſurpriſe, 
anſwered, No. The Gentleman never aſked me for 
a bawdy-houſe, he only aſked me for a houſe where 
they rook in the news. So .that the hoſtler's under- 
ſtanding him in a hteral ſenſe, caufed all the contufion, 
The aftair, however, had got ſo much air, that our 
ſpark was glad to leave the town unmediately. 

A 'very ſtrange unaccountable circumſtance hap- 
pened in this Inn about the ſame time; one of 
thote occurrences that puzzle the philoſopher, and 
ſtrengthen ſuperſtition in weak minds. "Three or four 

entlemen of the neighbourhood were drinking wine 
1D one of the rooms, when the landlord of the*Inn {as 


” / 
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it: appearcd to them) walked into the room, and com» 
ing up to the table, around which they were ſeated, 
they addrefied | him with © Mr, Baldwin how do you 
do? fit down and: take a glifs of wine with us;*” 
but inſtead of doing as requeſt2d, the ſuppoſed Inn» 
keeper walked out, without making any reply ; which 
not only ſurprized, but offended the company, who 
rung the bell violently, and on the waiter's appear- 
ance, they ordered him to ſend in his maſter. The 
waiter informed them that his maſter was not-at home. 
The gentlemen replicd, that he was at home a few 
minutes 'fince, and therefore they infiſted on ſeeing 
him; but the man aſſured them they were miſtaken, 
2s his maſter was in Briitol, and had 'been- there ſe- 
veral days. They then ordered the waiter ro fend in 
Mrs, Baldwin, who immediately appearing, the gen- 
tlemen aſked her where Mr-Baldwin was, and ſhe in« 
formed them, as the waiter had already done, that he: 
was at Briſtol; and. had been there ſeveral days; on 
which the gentlemen grew very angry, and ſwore that. 
My.. Batdwin:had-juſt before come into: the room, and 
on their Tequeſting him to partake of their wine, had 
inſult:d them by: going out of the room, without: 
deigning to:give them anſwer, Mrs. Baldwin” then: 
drew. out of her pocket a letter ſhe had that morning 
received from Mr. Baldwin, by which it was appa= 
rent, that he really was at Priſtol. The ſtory was 
then told round the neighbourhood, and all the old 
Women certainly concluded that Mr. Baldwin muſt 
certainly be dead, and that he died at the very inſtant 
that the gentlemen faw him come into the room ; but 
Mr. Baldwin, returning two days aiter, rendered it 
neceſſary for them to vary their ſtory ; they then af- 
ſerted that it was a token, or ſome waruing of his 
ceath, and had no doubt bur it would very ſoon hap- 
pen. It was generally thought that Mr. Baldwin 
was, weak enough to pay ſuch attention to the ſtory 
and inference, as to hurt his health, as hereally died 
within a year after, and the old women were not a 
little pleaſed at the event, as it tended to. juſtify the. 
truth of thcir prediction. 


E. 3: 
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A more ridiculous affair happened about ten years 
fince, at the Two Bells, oppoſite Whitechapel-church. 
The landlord was fitting one night with ſome jovial 
company, one of whom happening to ſay, that he 
| prayed to God, that ſuch a thing ſhould not come to 
paſs; the landlord replied in a good humoured man- 
ner, your prayers will neither do good nor harm ; 
upon which the other 1aid a deal to perſuade the hoſt 
that his prayers would do great things ; but the more 
he ſaid in praife of his prayers, the more the land- 
lo:d laughed at, and ridiculed him. .The man at 
iaft infiited that he could pray the landlord to death in 
1yvOo months time, and offered to bet him a. crown 
bowl of punch. to the truth of it, which the landlord 
accepting, the wager was laid, and almoſt every 
night after this, the man came to the houſe, and 
conſtantly laughed at the landlord, and affured him. 
that he would loſe his wager ; and however ſtrange 
'3t may appear, our hoſt did die within the time, and 
his widow paid the wager. I think there cannot re- 
main a doubt but that the ridiculous talk of the fel- 
low aftually aftefted the landlord's mind, and hbaſtened 
his cCeath ; and the following inſtances' tend atfo to- 
ſhew how eatily the lives of ſome are ſhortened : 

- Jofeph Scales, Eſq. about five years fince, jn turn=. 
ing ſhort one day in one o, the ſtreets of London, - 
mct a man whom he had not ſeen for ſome time, and 
innocently addrefled hwm with, Ha! what are yow 
alive yet !” which had ſuch an effe& on the poor man, 
that he died a few hours after, 

Being at Briſtol about four years ſince, I,enquired 
after a worthy leathersſcller whom T had formerly 
known, and was informed that he was lately dead, 
and that his death was ſuppoſed to haxe been haſtened 
by a famous fortune-teller,- who, having caft his na- 
tiviry, declared that he would die within fix months, 
which affectcd his mind fo as to. accompliſh his pre- 
action, 

Live to day, the hovr is onre, 
Wh can trufi the futare hours ? 
Now the rapt'rons moments roll 
Thus is/the ſun-ſhine of the ſoul. FAawWK T5. 
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Tha following lines of Pepe, being ſo much to my 
purpoſe, I muſt quote them. alſo : 


Heav'n from: all creatures-hides the book. of fate,. 

All but the title page, preſcrib'd their preſent ſtate ; 
From brutes what men, from men what ſpirits know 2 
Or who could ſuffer being here below ? 

The lamb thy riot dooms to bleed to day, 

Had he thy reaſon, would he ſkip and play ? 

Pleaſed to the laſt, he crops the flow'ry food, 

And licks the hand juſt rais'd to ſhed his bloods. 

Oh, blindneſs to the future kindly given, 

That each may fill the circle mark'd by heay'h, 


Dr. Moore in his travels through France, Swit- 
zerland and Germany, relates the following remark- 
able account which is to the point : Being at Berlin, 


he went to ſee a man executed for the murder of a. 


child, His motives for this horrid deed. were much 
more extraordinary than the action itſelf, He had 
accompanied ſome of his companions to the houſe of 
a fellow, who afſumed the-character of a fortune-tel- 
ler; and having diſobliged him, by exprefling a con- 
tempt for 'his art, the fellow, out of revenge, pro- 
phefied, that this man: ſhould die on a ſcaffold, This 
ſeemed ro make. but little impreſſion'at the time, but 
afterwards recurred often. to this unhappy creature's 


memory, and became every day more troubleſome to. , 


his imagination. At length the idea haunted his 
mind ſo inceſſantly, that he was rendered perfectly 
miſerable, and conl4 no longer cndure life, 


» 


He woule have put hinfelt to death with his own . 


hands, had' ke not been deterred by the notion that 
God never forgives ſuicide ; though, upon repent=- 
ance, he pardyns every other crime. He reſolved, 
therefore, to commit murder ; and thi.king that if he 
murdered a grown perſon, he might poſſi: ſend a 
ſoul to hell, he in.canſequence of thoſe id 4» mure 
dered a. child of his maſter's, of whom he waz ex- 
ceedingly fond; and thus the random propheſy proved 
its own completion, | 
About a week after my Ljfe had been publiſhed, 
Mr. Heyden ſent to me to know the day, hour,” and 
minute of my birth, in of” a that he might caſt my 
4. 
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nativity ; and at -the ſame time politely informed me,. 
that being ſo celebrated a character, he meant not to 
charge me any thing for doing it. But I did not 
choofe to have 1t done, as T thought it was poſſible 
he might predict ſomething or other, that in a time 
of ſickneſs or weakneſs of body might hurt my mind. 
As no man can at all times call-in reaſon to hus aſſiſt- 
ance, and as we-often ſez that even the molt rational 
part of mankind are ſometimes hurt or nnfled by 
extravagant whims and idle chimeras. And could [I 
learn for certain, what 1s to be my fortune un future, 
I cannot think that knowledge would be of any real 
bencfit to me, If 1 am to be-always proſperous - and 
bappy, it will be ſoine addition tome, ſhould it over- 
| take me unexpectedly ;/and ſhould it be my fate once 
mere to fee a ſcene ſhift, and a gloomy proſpect pre- 
{cut itſelf, I would not- wiſh to forbode it, and thus. 
prevent me from making the moſt of the preſent mo- 
_ Anacreon was alſo of the ſame: way of think= 
he... | 
he ſtory of the late Dr, Pitcairn; of Edinburgh, 
2nd the collier, is well known, This ſtrong (healthy 
man was, on his way to Edinburgh, made to believe 
by the doctor's ſtudents, although in perfe& health, 
that he was rcally very-ll, and went home to bed and. 
died. | | 
I have ſet down the above inſtances, in order to 
fhew how'ecaſy 2t 1s to trifle-away the lives of our fel- 
low creatures, and ſurely ſuch who wantonly do it, 
mull aftcrwards have very gloomy reflections, 


I am, 
Dear Friend, 


Yours, 
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LETTER XIE 


T had a friend that loy'd me : 
1: was his. ſoul :- he liv'd not hut in me. 
We were fo clofe link'd in each other's breaſt; 
- The rivets were not found that join'd us firſt. 
D&yDeN's All for Loyes. 


The wretch to ſenſe and ſeif-confin'd, 
Knows not the dear delight ; $8 
For generous friendſhip wings the. mind; 
To reach an Angels flight Mrs. CHANDLER | 


DEAR FRIEND, 


4 :N my laſt I mentioned my arrival: 
at Briſtol, where T took a lodging in a ſtreer, called: 
(I think) Queen-Street, in Calile->treet,. at the houſe 
of a Mr. James; a much more decent refidence, than. 
commonly falls to the lot of journeymen ſhoemakers.. 
In this houſe I found a Mr. John Jones, a genteet: 

young man, juſt-turned of twenty-one years of age : 
He was alfo a ſon: of - Cri/pin, and made women's ttuff. 
ſhoes : which he fold by the dozen to warchonlſes,. 
This Mr. Jones and I were ſoon- very intimate ;- we- 
kept ourſelves neatly drefſed,. and in genera} worked- 
hard, ſpending our money chiefly in the company. ot. 
women, Ag,. 

All men have folltes, which they blingdtr trace 

Thro' the dark turnings of a dubious mite 


But happy thoſe, who by a prudent care, 
Retreat betimes- from the: fallacious ſnare. | PC:tF 2 F.7. 


We followed this courfe about four months. 
During this time, Mr; Jones once perfuaced me to goo- 
with 'him to the Playhoute, where we ſav Shakes 
ſpear*s fine comedy of *© As yow like 11,7? This was 
a feaſt indeed to-me, who had never before teen nor 
even read avy theatrical production. *Tis impoſſible 
for me: to delcribe my ſenfations on the occalio!r,, 


- 
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No folio inſtruction like the drama conveys ; 
Periſh, periſh the wretches who would cenſure all plays, 
When that vile, abject race firſt exiſted below, 


A heait nature in them forgot to beftow.. | 
FRANCKLIN's Voltaire, 


- 


Between the play and the entertainment (which 
was the Mayor of Garrat) Mr, Edward Shuter per- 
f. rmed a ſhort piece called ** The Drunken man.?? 
This was the only time that T ever ſaw that extra- 
ordinary genius; but he made ſuch an impreſſion on 
my mind, that 1t 1s impoſhble I ever ſhould forget 
him. 1 believe it 1s not generally known, as few 
would ever have ſuſpeCted, that this child of Momus 
was alſo a child of grace. \ | 
Since the publication of the firſt edition of theſe 
Memoirs, I have read © The Memoirs of Mr. Tate 
Wilkinſon,”” patentec of the Theatres Royal of York 
and Hull, and was much ſurp11zed to learn that the 
the famous Ned Shuter was a gracious foul, T will 
give you a. paſlage or two out of Mr, Wilkinſon's 
Memoirs, vol. 111. page 27, &c, © My 'imitation of 
Mr. Whiteficld was beyond compare. Mr. Foote was 
ſtruck by ſtepping in by chance,” and ence hearing 
Whitefield ; the mixture of whoſe abſurdity, whim,, 
conſequence, and extravagance, pleaſed his fancy, 
and entertained him highly, as Whitefield was that 
day dealing out damnation, fire aud brimſione, as 
chcerfully as 1f they were ſo many bleſſings. What 
Pity it is that our fears only, and not our reaſon, will 
bring conviction ; but reaſon hanced by unaffected 
pure piety and religion would be a day of woe to me- 
thodiim, / 

& Mr, Foote was only a ſpy at Whiteficld's acades 
my, While I (fays Mr. Wilkinſon) .had been a zealot 
tor ſome ſeaſons before my encounter at Covent-gar-, 
den with Mr. Foote, my attendance had been conſtant 
with my tricad Shuter, and 2s he aCtually was one of 
the new-born, and paid large ſums to Whitefield, I 
was always permitted to ſlay with him, for he was 
really bewildered in his brains, more by his wiſhing 
ro acquire imaginary grace, than by all his dricking ; 
and whenever he was warm with the bottle, and with 
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a friend or two, like Maw-worm, he could not mind 
his ſhop, becauſe he thought it a fin, and wiſhed to. 
20 a preaching; for Shuter like Maw-worm be- 
lieved he had a call. TI have gone with Shuter at fix 
in the morning of a Sunday +at Tottenham- Court- 
Road, ther» before ten to Mr. Welley's in Long- 
Acre; at eleven again at Tottenham-Court-Road 
"Fabernacle, dined-near Bedlam (a very proper place 
for us both) with a party of the holy ones ; went at 
three to Mr., Wefley's theatre ; then from that to. 
Whitefield's till eight, and rhen ſhut up, to-commune 
with the family compact, page 29.. FE having had 1o- 
much practice (while a. zealot). I really obtained and. 
exhibited a much ſtronger likene's of Whitefield than. 
Mr. Foote did. "The week before my Covent-Garden 
extibition, L met Shuter at the Tabernacle; a great 
coolneſs had continued for ſome time, as we had not 
ſpoke, or even looked. at each other ſince the breach 

| between us in 1758; but as. we were met together in 
a place of charity and forgiveneſs to all who ſub- 
ſcribed to- the preacher, we became very ſociable ;; 
and before Whiteticld's lefture was done we were 
perfectly reconciled : we atjourned to the Refe, and by 
three the next morning were ſworn fitends, and continued 
ſo until his death, Ned Shuter was a lively, ſpt- 
rited, ſhrewd companion ; a ſuperior in natural whim 
and humour ſurely never inhabited a human breaſt, 
for what he ſaid and did was all his own, as it was 
with difficulty he could read the parts he had to play, 
and could not write at all; he had attained to ſign 
an order, but no. more. Nature could not here bc- 
ſtow her gifts to greater advantage, than on poor 
Ned, as what ſhe gave he made ſhine, not only con- 
ſpicuouſly, but brilliantly, and to the delight of atl 
who knew him on or off the ſtage ; he rnght truly 
be dubbed the child- of nature. He was no ma1's 
enemy but his own-; peace, reſt, and happineſs, I 
hope he now poſleſſes ; tor, the poor, the triendleſs, 
and the ſtranger he- often comforted, and when fomcs 
times reduced by his follies, he never could ice a real 
object in miſery and reliit giving at leaſt halt he was 
werth to his ERIE Ren, creaturcs.”” Page 5, vol. 
Ve | | 


"Tx 
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11. ** But, O ye ſaints of your own creating! I will 
' preach to you: Mark! judge not of plays and players, 
left you be judged; thoſe who ate the moſt cenlorious 
on the infirmties of others, are uſually moſt notori- 
ouſly guilty of 'far greater failings themſelves, and 
ſanttified methodiflical ſlander is of all the mo# ſevere, 
#itter, and cruel”? , 
Page 6. ** In the comedy of the Hypocrite, the 
Colonel ſays, he ſuppoſes they go to the play for the 
benefit of the brethren, '-Cantwell anſwers, + the 
Charity covereth the fin ;” which was pig 4 the 
caſe, for in 1757, as Shuter was bountiful to the T aher- 
nacle, Mr, Whitefield not only peranitted, but adviſed his. 
hearers to' attend Shute”s benefit ; but for that night 
only.'' Alas, poor Shuter ! 
- It is Fngular enough that about this time, although 
I could not wri ce, yet I compoſed ſeveral ſongs, one 
of which was ſold for a guinea ; fome were given to: 
the Briſtol printers, who printed them, and the bal- 
lad-ſinFers ſung them about the ſtreets; on which 
occalions I was as proud as though I had compoſed 
A't Opera. 


. hs 
_ 
—— —  ——_— 


Proyes 1ture did not turn him quite adrift. E. RoLLE. 


And I will even preſume to quote the following 
lines of the celebrated Mrs. Rovinſon, 


© Obſcurely born—No generous friend he found, . 
To lend his trembling ſteps o'er claflic ground ; 
No Patron fill'd his heart with flatt'ring hope,-- 
No tutor'd leffon gave his genias ſcope ; | 
And yet he ſoar'd beyond the ſpells that bind 
The fluw perception of the vulgar mind.” 


My fnend Mr. Jones was my fecretary, who before 
JT came to live with him had not the leaſt relith fur 
books, and I had only read a few enthutiaſtic authors, 
tovether with Pomtret's poems'; theſe laſt I could 
almoſt repeat by memory; however, I made: the 
moſt of my. httle ſtock of literature, antt ſtrongly re- 
commended the purchafing of Books to Mr. Jones. 
But ſo iznorant were we on the ſubje@, that neither 
oh us knew what books were fit for our- peruſal, nor 
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what to enquire for, as we had ſcarce ever heard or- 
ſeen even any title pages, except a ſew of the reli- 
gious ſort, which at that time we had no reliſh: for. 
So that we were at a loſs how-to increaſe our ſmall 
ſtock of ſcience. And here I cannot help thinking: 
that had Fortune thrown proper books in our way, 
we ſhould have imbibed a juſt taſte for literature, and 
ſoon made ſome tolerable progreſs ; but ſuch was our 
obſcurity, that it was next to 1mpoſiible for us ever 
to emerge from It. 


The mind vataught in vainy 
Her powers, thro' blooming vigour Rouriſh,. 
Hopes mn pe1 fect pride to flourith ; 
Culture muſt her might maintain. Mr. P1iNxKXERToNg 


As we could not tell what to enquire for, we were 
aſhamed to go into the bookſellers ſhops; and:I aſſure 
ou, my friend, that there. are thouſands now in 
England in the very fame ſituation : many, very many 
have come to my ſhop,, who have diſcovered an en- 
wring mind, but were totally at a loſs what to aſk 
tor, and who had no friend to direct them, 


— Reaſon grows apace, and calls 
For the kind hand of- an aftiduous care.. 
Delightful taſk ! to rear the tender thoughts. 
To teach the young wea how to ſhoot, 
T'o pour the freſh inſtruction o'er the mind, 
To breathe th' enlivening ſpirit, and to fix 
The g2n'rous purpoſe in the glowing breaſt, : 
AY TroMso0Nn, 
One day as my friend Jones and T were ftrolling- 
about the fair that is annually held in and near Sr, 
ames's church-yard, we ſaw a ſtall of books,, and 
m looking over the title-pages, I met with Hobbgs's: 
Tranſlation of Homer's Iliad and Odyſſey. I had 
ſomehow heard that Homer was a great poet, but 
unfortunately I 'had never heard of Pope's tranſla- 
tion of him, ſo we very eagerly purchaſed that by 
Hobbs... At this ſtall I atfo purchaſed Walker's 
Poetical Pharaphraſe of Epictetus's Mocals : and home 
we went, perfectly well pleaſed with our bargains, 
We that evening began with Hobbs's Homer ; but 
found it very difficult for us to read, owing-to- the 


/ 
oY 
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obſcurity of the tranflation, which together withithe: 
indifferent language, and want of poetical merit in: 
the tranſlator, ſomewhat diſappointed us; however,. 
we had from time to- time, many a. hard- puzzling 
hour with him. | bee wh 

But as to. Walker's EpiQtetus, although that had 
not much poetical merit, yet it was very eaſy to be 
read, and as eaſily oaderont, The principles of 
of the foics charmed me ſo much, that Þ made the 
book my companion wherever I went, and read it: 
over and over in raptures, thinking that my mind 
was ſecured againſt all the ſmiles or frowns of for- 
tune. | | 

When foes revil'd, or friends betray'd, 
Our hearts have wrung, perhaps with. ſorrow ; 


But a firm effort always made 
Complete reſources for- to-morrow.. 


Then why repine at vice elate,. 
For injur'd worth our courage drown ;* 
Let us, who cannot alter tate, . 
Mind no-men's- buſineſs but ovr own. 
|  J-RozverTSoN's Martial,. 


T now. grew. weary. of diſſipating my time,. and be- 
gan to. think of employing my ſpare hours in'fome= 
thing more fatisfattory. For want of ſomething elſe: 
to do, I went one evening to hear Mr. John Weſley 
preach in Broadmead, and' being completely. tired of. 
the way of life that I had lived (more or leſs): ever 
| ſince I had been out of my apprenticeſhip, and hap- 
pening to have no other purſuit. or hobby. horſe, there 
was a kind of vacuity in my mind; in this ſtate I was 
very ſuſceptible of any impreſſions, ſo that when. I 
came to hear Ms. Weſley, my old fanatical notions 
returned full upon me, and I was. once mare carried 
away by the tide of enthuſiaſm. So the following 
lines by Mr. S. Rogers, m:zht then have been ap- 
plied to me with great propriety : 
His humour once o'er, with a grave contrite face 

| Tothe mead he repays, thatrich fountain of grace, 
Where in ſpiritual fervour he turn'd up his eyes, 2 
True mechanical ſaint! and in unifon ſighs ; 


With every true godly exterior indu'd,. 
As if from his cradle this line he'd purſu' 
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My friend Mr. Jones ſoon ſaw with grief and indig- 
nation the wonderful alteration in me; who, from a 
gay, volatile, diſſipated young fellow, was at once 
metamorphoſgd into a dull, moping, praying, pſalm- 
ſinging fanatic, continually reprehending all about 
me for their harmleſs mirth and gaiety, | 


For ſaints themſelves will often be, | 
Of gifts that coſt them nothing, free, | Hovp1Bras, 


Nothing is more common than to ſee mankind run 
from one extreme to another ; which was my caſe- 
ONCe Moree. ; 


Whate'er the leading paſſion be. 
That works the ſoul's anxiety, 
In each extreme th' effe& is bad, | 
Senſe grows difeas'd, and reaſon mad: E. Ltovops. 


About this time we left our habitation in Queen» 
ſtreet, and took lodgings of Mr, Jones's mother, on 
St. Philip's Plain, where lived a brother of Mr. Jones, 
who was about ſeventeen years of. age. Soon after 
we had removed to this place, the brother, whoſe. 
name was. Richard Jones, was permitted to work in 
the ſame room with my friend and me. They had 
alſo a fiſter about twenty years of age, who frequently: 
joined our company. | 

Our room over-looked the church-yard, which 
contributed to increaſe my gloomy ideas; and I had 
ſo much of the ſpiritual quixotiſm m me,. that I ſoon 
began to think that it was not enough for me to ſave 
my own ſoul, but I ought in conſcience to attempt 
the converſion of my companions, who (I really be- 
lieved). were in the high road to hell, and every mo- | 
ment- liable to eternal damnation. Of this charitable 
diſpoſition arealmoſt all the methodiſts; who, as Hu» 
dibras fays, 


«© Compound for fins they are inclin'd to, 
« By damning thoſe they have no mind to.” 


The frequency of newly opened graves, which we 
ſaw from our windows, furniſhed me with opportu- 
nities for deſcanting on the uncertainty of life and all 


lublunary enjoyments; I afſured them that nothing 
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deſerved attention but what related to our everlaſting 
ſtate, and that they might, on their repentance, re-- 
ccive in one moment.'the pardon of- alt' their fins,. 
have a foreraſte of the joys of heaven, and know that: 
their names were enrolled in the book of life, T fars 
ther proteſted thatthey had no time to loſe; that they 
all ſtood on the very verge of hell, and the breaking- 
brink. of eternal torments; with a great :deal more of 
ſuch cdifying ſtuff. EIS 
"The youngeſt brother ſoon became a convert; and: 
Mrſs Betſy was born again ſoon after, . 


* & 'To! inthe twinkling of an eye, 
« Their ſouls were frank'd for kisgdom come.” . 


But I had a tight: job to convert my friend John ;- 
he held out, and often curſed me heartily, and ſung- 
prophane ſongs all day long. : 

But about four or five weeks after: my re-converſion, 
John-alfo was converted, and became a favourite of 
heaven, ſo that we conſidered. ' ourſelves as. a. holy: 
community :: Th an 6 atone ' 

- Who knew the ſeat-of Paradiſe, . 
Could tell in what degree it hes ;- 
Could deepeſt myſteries unruldle, 
As eaſily as thread a needle. -. HbD13 RAS. 


A laughable affair happened during my reſidence : 
here. A captain -of a ſhip one day brought a.parrot- 
as a preſent to-a family, the miitreſs of which being- 
a methodiit, happened to have: one of the preachers 
call in juſt as the dinner was putting on the table, ſo; 
that-the captain and the preacher were both-aſked to | 
ſtay.. Ag ſoon-as the table was covered, the-preacher- 
began a long grace, in the midſt of which Poa#l, who. 
had been put up in a corner of a room, cried -out,; 
& D—7 your eyes, tip us none of your jaw.** This, with 
the immoderate.laughter. of the captain, entirely dil-. 
concerted the pious chaplain; at laſt he began. his 
grace agiin, but he had not got 1o the end: before 

oll again interrupted him with, © Yor d=— 7 tant- - 
ing fon of a b—h.” By the above it appeared that the: 
captain had-tutored Poll on- purpoſe to baye ſome fun: - 
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in this eanting family ; however, the good lady of the 
houſe made it a point of conſcience to have Polly con-. 
verted, but found it utterly impoſſible to efteft fo 
great a change in the methodiſtical way, that is, in» 
Hantaneoufly ; as after ſhe had ſcolded her fix months 
tor ſpeaking bad words, and had actually taught her 
a part of the Lord's prayer, yet Poll would not en- 
tirely leave off her ſea language ; fo that it often haps. 
pened, while the good lady was teaching her to pray, 
Poll would out with, * D—-2z your eyer, tumble up, 
zou Iubbers;* and even after ſhe had preached to her. 
ſeveral years, ſhe would not venture to ſay that Poll 
was 11 a ſtate of grace; but be that as it will, Poll 
obtained a good name, being called by the neighbours, 
the Methodiſt Parrot. 

I muſt inform you alſo. that the poor preacher. 
above-mentioned being juſt come out of Wales, under- 
ſtood Engliſh but very imperfectly, and in the courſe. 
of his ſermon. one day he had forgot the Engliſh for 
the word lamb, and after hammefmg a good while 
about it, he out-with ** Goddymighty*s httle Mut-. 
ton, that took away the ſins of the wortd,** which, 
cauſed a good deal of diverſion among the ungodly, 


I am, 
Dear Friend, - 
_ Yours, - 
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LETTER XIV. 


He was a ſhrewd philoſopher, 
And had read every text and gloſs over;. - 
Whate'er the crabbed'ft author hath, 

He underſtood b'implicit faith; 
' Whatever ſceptic could enquire for, 

For every why he had a wherefore ;- 

K new more than forty of them do, 

As far as words and terms could go : 

All which he underftood by rote, 

And as occaſion ſery'd would quote :- 

No matter whether right or wrong,, 

They might be either ſajd or ſung, HyuDiBRAS» 


DPAR FRIEND, 


M R. John Jones and myſelf were 
now greater friends than ever, ſo that one would, 
on no account ſtir out of the houſe without the other, 

Mr. Jones had the advantave of me in temporals, 
he could: get more money than I could: but. as to. 
grace,. and: ſpiritual gifts, I had much the ſuperiority 
of all our community ; fo that I was their ſpiritual 
director, and if they thought that any of their ac- 
| ay Prey held any opinions that were not quite 

ound and orthodox, ſuch were introduced to me, in 
order that I might convince them of their errors. In 
fact, being looked upon as an apoſtle, whatever I af- 
ferted was received as pure goſpel: nor was any thing: 
undertaken without my advice. 

We all worked very hard,. particularly Mr. John 
Jones and me, in order to get money to purchaſe: 
books; and for ſome months every ſhilling we could: 
ſpare was laid out at old book-ſhops, ſfalls, &c. inſo- 
much that in a ſhort time we had what we called a: 
very good hbrary. This choice collection conſiſted: 
of Polhill on precious Faith, Polhil on the Decrees ; 
Shepherd's ſound Believer; Bunyan's Pilgrim's Pro- 
greſs; Bunyan's Good News for the vileſt of Sinners; 
his Heavenly Footman ; his Grace abounding to the 


chief of Sinners ; his Life and Death of Myr, Badman ; 
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his Holy War in the town of Man/ſoul; Hervey's Me- 
ditations; Hervey's Dialogues; Roger's Seven Helps 
to Heaven; Hall's Jacob's Ladder; Dive Breath- 
ings of a devout Soul; Adams on the Second Epiſtle 
of Peter; Adams's Sermons on the 4lack Devil, the. 
white: Devil, &c. &c, Colling's Divine Cordial for 
the Soul; Pearſe's Soul's Eſpouſal to Chriſt ; Erſkine's 
Goſpel Sonnets; the Death of Abel; the- Faith of 
God's Elet; Manton on the Epiſtle to St. James; 
_ Pamble's Works; Baxter*'s Shove for a heawy-arſed” 
Chriſtian; his Call to the Unconverted ; Mary Mag- 
dalen's Funeral Tears; Mrs. Moore's Evidences of 
Heaven; Mead's Almoit a Chriitian ; the Sure Guide 
to Heaven; Brooks on Afurance; God's Revenge. 
againſt Murder; Brooks's Heaven upon Earth ; the 
Pathway to Heaven; Wilcox's Guide to eternal 
_ Glory; Derham's Unſearchable Riches of Chriſt; 

his Lipataion of Revelations; Alleine's Sure Guide 
to Heaven; the Sincere Convert; Watſon's Heaven 
taken by Storm; Heaven's Vengeance; Wall's None 
but Chriſt; Ariſtotle's Maſterpiece; Coles on God's 
Sovereignty; Charnock on Providence; Young's 
Short and Sure Guide to Salvation ; Wefley's Ser- 
mons, Journals, Tracts, &c. and others of the ſame 
deſcription. | | | 

We had indeed a few ofa better ſort, as Gay's Fables, 
Pomfret's Poems ; ' Milton's Paradiſe Loſt; beſides 
Hobbs's Homer, and Walker's Epictetus, mentioned 
in my laſt letter. | 

But what we wanted in judgment in chooſing our 
library, wc made up in application; ſo anxious were 
we to read a great deal, that we allowed ourſclves 
but about three hours fleep in twenty-four, 


In ſearch of knowledge cheerfully employ'd, 

No minute loſt, no feafon unenyjoy'sd ; 

Each hour of leiſure innocently ſpent, 

And every moment gilded with content.. ARLEY_ 


For ſome months together we never were all in bed. 
at the ſame time (Sunday nights excepted.) , But 
leſt we ſhould overileep the time allowed, ene .of us 
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fat up to work until the time appointed for the others: 
to rife, and when all were up, my friend John and: 
your humble ſervant tookiit by turns to read aloudte- 
the reſt, while they -were at their work.. 

Such there are, deny'd, by ftars. unkind, 

The leafons to exert the noble mind, 

Should watch occations, and atten the hours,. 

And PAIL OL moments,. to indulge the pow'rtss Cook» 

But this mad ſcheme of ours had: nearly been at- 
tended with very ſerious conſequences, One night, 
it being. my turn to watch, I removed to the fire-fide, 
to _—_ fome particular paſſage, and the candleſtick 
which we worked by not being convenient to move 
about, and there being no other at that time in the 
ruom, TÞ ſct up the. canule agajnit the handle of a 
pewter pot, and was fo extre mely heavy (»wing to 
much watchfulneſs) that I fell taft- aileep, and had 
like never to have waked again; for the-candle burned: 
down to the handle of the pot, melted it off, and then. 
fell on the chair on which 1t ſtood ; ſo that Mr. Jones 
found. me in the morning, faſt aſleep, 'and part of the 
chair conſumed; which alarmed us all yery much, 
and made us more cautious, 

But fill we continued our plan of living, ſo that 
we made a rapid progreſs in what we called ſpiritual 
and divine knowledge; and were-foon maſters of the 
various arguments made uſe of by moſt polemical di- 
vines, &c. 

And the better to guard: my pupils from what I 
called fa/e deerines, 1 uſed often to engage them in- 
various controverſies, in which I lometimes took one 
fide the queſtion, ſometimes | the other, in order to- 
make them well verſed in controverſy, and acquainted 
with the ſtrength of their adverſaries. Sothat I was, 
by turns, a Calviniſt, an Arminian, an Arian, a So- 
cinian, a Deift, and even an Atheiſt, And after they 
had faid all they could to conſute me, 1 would point 
- out where they had failed, and added ſuch arguments 
as 1 was maſter of, and in "general we were all ſatisfied, 
But when an doubrs occurred, we had recourſe to# 
the Bible and commentators of our own ide. of .the.- 
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queſtion ; aud T aflure you, my. dear'friend, 'this was 
2a ver yefine hobby-horſe, which, 4ike Aaron's ſerpent, 
ſwallowed up all the other hobby-horſes; | 


Light mals are pleaſed with trifles. | Ovis, 
I am, 
Dear Friend, 


Yours. 


Laugh where you muſt ; be candid. where you can. Por as 


Know then, that always when vou come, 

You'll find me fitting on my bum; 

-Or ly'ng on a couch, ſurrounded $; 

With tables, pens, and books, confounded ; _ 

Warpt up in lofty ſpectilation, gh 

As if on the ſafety of the nation. _ Hr 


Go to the ſtoic, hear the ancierit ſage, FOR: 2 
And draw pure wiſdom from the moral pate 

Wiſdom, that conquers pains, and toil, and ſtrife, 

And tow'rs"above the accidents of life. Mounrny; 


« + - 


: ; . 


DEAR FRIEND) wy 
= Ix the courſe. of my reading, I 
learnt that there had been various ſects of philoſophers 
amongſt the Greeks, Romans, &c. and I remembered 
the names of the- moſt eminent of them. At-an old 
book-ſhop I purchaſed Plato on the Immortality of 
the Soul, Plutarch's Morals, Seneca's Morals, Epie 
curus's Morals, the Morals of Confucius the Chineſe 
Philoſopher, and a tew others. I now can {care&help 
thinking that I received more real benefit from reads 


. % 
* 
d. 


= 


- 


f 
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ing and ſtudying them and Epictetus, than from al! 


. other books that I had rezd before, or have ever read 


fince that time, 


; Theſe, theſe, arejoys alone, I cry ; 
*Tis here divine Philoſophy, 

Thou deign'ft to fix thy throne ! 
Here, Contemplation points the road 
Thro' Nature's charms to Nature's God ! 

Theſe, theſe, are joys alone. 


Adieu, ye vain low-thoughted cares, 
Ye human hopes, and human fears, 
Ye pleafures and ye pains 1— 
While thus I ſpake, o'er all my ſoul 
A philoſophic calmneſs ſtole, 
A ſtoic ſtilmels reigns, 


The tyrant paſſions all ſubſide, 
. Fear, anger, pity, ſhame, and pride, 
No more my boſom move ; 
Yet ſtill T felt, or ſeem'd to feel 
A kiad of viſionary zeal 
Of univerſal love. 


T was but about twenty-two years of age, when [ 
firſt began to read thoſe fine moral productions ; and 
I aſſure you, my friend, that they made a very deep 
and laſting itaprefſion on my mind. By reading them, 
I was taught to bear the unavoidable evils. attending 
tramanity, and to ſupply all my wants by contracting 
er reſtraining my defires. 


- W, WHITEHEAD» 


To mend my virtues, and exalt myt ought, 

What the bright ſons of Greece and Rome have wrote, 
Over day and night I turn; in them we find 

A rich repaſt for the luxurious mid. _ Cooks, 


It is now twenty-three years fince I firſt peruſed 
them; during which time I do not recoliect that I have 
ever felt one anxious paintul wiſh to get moncy, eſtates, 
or any way to better my condition : 


« Tndeed, my friend, were 1 to find 
- « That we'lth could c'er my real wiſhes gaing 
« Had &er diſturbed my thonghtful mine 

« Or coſt one ſerious moment's pain ; > 
« I'ſhould have ſaid, that al: the rules, 
« I learn'd of moraliſts and ſchools, 

« Were very uſeleſs, very vain.” 
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And yet I have never fince that time let flip any fair 
opportunity of doing it. © Be contented (fays Iſo-- 
crates) with what you have, and ſe:k at the ſame to 
make the beſt improvement of it you can.” So that 
all I mean is, that I have not been over folicitous to 
obtain any thing that I did not poſſeſs; but could at 
all times ſay, with St, Paul, that I have learned to be 
contented in all ſituations, although at times they 
have been-very gloomy indeed. | 

Regard the world with cautious eye, 

Mor raiſe vour expectations high. 

'See that the balanc'd ſcale be ſuch 

You neither far nor hope t140 much. 

For di{appointment's not the thing, 

'Tis pride and patlion points the ſting. 

Life is a {ea, where ftorms muſt rite, 

*Tis folly talks of clovdiets fkies; 

He who centraRs his fwelling ſail . 

Eludes the,fury of the gale. : Contents 


Mr. Dryden has ſaid nearly as muchin two lines, 


We to ourſelves may all our wiſhes grant, 
For, nothing coveting, we nothing want $A 
DuyDen's Indian Empererg 


And in another place he ſays, 


They cannot want who wiſh not to have more: | 
Who ever ſaid an anchoret was poor ? 
| Drvpen's Secret Love, 


The pleaſures of eating and drinking I entirely 
deſpiſed; for ſome time I earried this diſpofition to an 
extreme, and even to the preſent time I feel a very 
great indifference about theſe matters : when in come 
pany I frequently dine off one diſh, when there are 
_ twenty on the table. | 


Gryle, big and bloated with one endleſs feaſt, 

Sues with long life and vigour to be bleſt, 

Grave fool! thy ſauces and ſoups reſign; | 
Or know, the lot of Park will ne'er be thine. Nevirtks. 


The account of Epicurus living in his garden, at 
the expence of about a halfpenny per day, and that 
whcn he added a little cheeſe to his bread on particu 
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Jar occaſions, he conlidered i it as a luxury, filled Mme 
-with raptures. 2 


He talk'd of virtue, and of human btiſs, of 


Vhat elſe ſo fit for man to ſettle well ? 
And {till his long-reſearches met'in this, - 
This truth of truths, which nothing can repel. 
From virtue's fount'the pureſt joys out-well 
Sweet rills of thought that chear the-confcious ſoul, 
While vice pours forth the troubled ſtreams of hell, - 
Which, howe'er diſguis'd, at laſt will dvole; 


Will through the tortur'd breaſt their fiery torrents roll, 
4 . THomMeSON, 


From that moment T began to live on bread and 
tea, and for a'conſiderable time did not partake of any 
- ther viands, but in thoſe I indulged mylelt three ot 
four times a day. My reaſons for living in this ab- 
ſtemious manner were in order to ſave money to pur- 
- chaſe books, to wean myſelf from the-groſs pleaſures 
of eating and drinking, &c. and to. purge my mind, 
ahd to make it more ſuſceptible of intellectual plea- 
| ſures. Here T cannot help remarking, that the term 
Epicure, when applied to 'one who makes the plea- 
' Fures of the table his chief good, caſts an unjuit re- 
fle&tion on {picurns, and conveys a: wrong idea. of that 
contemplative and very abſtemious philoſopher: for 
although he aſſerted that pleaſnre was the chiet or ſuv- , 
.preme.gaod, yet he allo as ſtrongly aſſerted, that it 
was the tranquillity of the mind, and intellectual plca- 
ſure, that he ſo cxtolled and recommended- * "This 
pleaſure (ſays he) that is'the very centre of our hap- 
Pinels, conliſts. in nothing elſe than having our mind 
"free from diſturbance, and our body free from pain ; 
"drunkenneſs, exceſſive eating, niceneſs in our liquors, 
and all that ſeaſons good cheer, have nothing in thein 
that can make life happy /'there 1s nothing but frugali- 
ty and tranquility of mind that-can eſtabliſh this bappy 
ſtate ; it is this calm that facilitates-our diſtinguithing: 
betwixt thoſe things that ought to be our choice, and 
'thoſe ought to ſhun; and it is by the means thereof, 
«that we diſcard thoſe notions that di! —_—_ this firſt 
- mover of our life,” 


% : * 
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When E picurns to the world had taught, 
That pleaſure was the chiefeſt good, 
{And was perhaps in the right, if rightly underſtood 
His life he to his doctrine brought, 
And in a garden's ſhade, that ſovereign pleaſure ſought ;' 
Whoever a trne Epicure would be, 
May there find cheap and virtuous laxury. 
CowLEY's Garden, 


St. Evremont in his vindication of Epicurus ſays, 
* Tenorant men know not his worth, Wiſe men. 
have given large and honourable teſtimonies of his 
exalted virtue and ſublime precepts. They have 
fully proved his pleaſures to be as ſevere as the ſtoicks 
virtue ; that to be debauched like Epicurus, a man 
muſt be as ſober as Zeno.—His temperance was ſo 
great that his ordinary diet was nothing but bread 
and water, The ſtoics and all other philoſophers 
agree with Epicurus in this ; that the true felicity of 
life is to be free from perturbations, to underitand our 
duty towards God and man, and-to enjoy the pre- 
ſent without ' any anxious dependance upon the 
future ; not to amuſe ourſelves either with hope or 
fear; to curb and reftrain -our unruly appetites, to 
reſt ſatisfied with what we have, which is abundantly 
ſufficient ; for he that 1s content wants nothing.”? 

Some place the bliſs in a&tion, ſome in eaſe ; 

Thoſe call it pleaſure,. and contentraent theſe ; 


Some ſnnk to beaſts, find pleaſure end in pain ; 
Some ſwelled to Gods, confets e'en yirtue vain. Payf., 


I continued the above ſelf-denying life unnl I left 
Briſtol, which was on Whitſunday 1n 1769, Having 
for ſome time before been pointing out to my friend 
John pou the pleaſures and advantages of travel- 
ling, I eafily prevailed on him to accompany me to- 
wards the Weſt of England; and in the evening we 
arrived at Bridgewater, where Mr. Jones got work. 
He was employed by Mr. Caſh, with whom he con- 
tinued- near twelve months, and in the end marred 
Mr, Cafſh's daughter, a very pretty and very amiable 
litle woman, with ſome fortune. When my friend 
was offered work by Mr. Caſh, I prevailed on him to 
accept of it, afluring him _ I had no doubt of wy 
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being able to get work at Taunton: but in that I ws 
diſappointed, nor could I get a conſtant ſeat of work 
until I came to Exeter, and of that place I was ſoon 
tired ; but being informed that a Mr. John Taylor of 
| Kingſbridge (forty miles below Exeter) wanted ſuch 
a hand, I went down, and was gladly received by 
Mr. Taylor, whoſe name inſpires me with gratitude, 
as he never treated me as a journeyman, but made . - 
Ie his companion, Nor was any part of my time 
ever ſpent in a more agreeable pleafing manner, than 
that which I paſſed in this retired place, or I believe 
more profitable to a maſter. I was the firſt man he 
ever had that was able to make ſtuff and filk ſhoes, 
and it being alfo known that I came from Briſtol, 
this had great weight with the country ladies, and 
procured my maſter cuſtomers, who generally ſeut fot 
me to take meafure of their feet, and I was looked 
upon by all to be the beſt workman in the. town, 
' altho? I had not been brought up to ſtuffework, nor 
had ever entirely made one &uff or filk ſhoe before. 
Wor ſhould I have preſumed to proclaim myſelf a 
ſtuff-man, had there been any ſuch workmen in the 
place; but as there were none, I boldly ventured, 
and ſucceeded very well ; nor did any one in the town 
ever know that it was my firſt attempt in that branch, 
During the time that I lived here, I as uſual was 
obliged to employ one or other of my acquaintance 
to write my letters for me; this procured me much 
- praiſe among the young men as a good inditer of let- 
ters (I need not inform you that they were not good 
judges), My maſſer fad to me one day, be was ſur- 
prized that I did not learn to write my own letters ; 
adding, he was ſure that I could learn to doitin a 
very ſhort time. The thovght pleaſed me much, and 
without any delay I fet about it, by taking up any 
. pieces of paper that had writing on them, and imr- 
rating the letters as well as I could. -I employed my 
Acifure hours in this way for ncar two months, after 
which time I wrote my own Iove-letters, a bad hand, 
you may be ſurg; but it was plain and eaſy x0 read, 
which was all I carcd for, 
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Heay'n firſt taught letters for ſome wretch's aid, 
Some baniſh'd lover, or ſome captive maid 3 
They live, they ſpeak, they breathe what love inſpires, 
Warr from the ſoul, and faithful ts its fires. | 
24S ELo1sA to ABELARD, 


Nor to the preſent moment can I write much bet- 
ter, as I never would have any perſon to teach me, 
nor was I ever poſſeſſed of patience enough to em- 

loy time ſufficient to learn to write well ; and yet as 
oon as I was able to ſcribble, I wrote verſes on ſome 
'trifle or other every day for years together. | 

Out of ſome thouſands I at prefent recolle& the 
following, which I placed by the fide of the figure of 
a clergyman in his robes, with his hands and eyes 
lifted up ; this image ſtood over the fire-place in my 
r00Ms | 

Here's a ſhoemaker's chaplain Has negative merit, 
As his vice he niger flatters or ruffles his ſpirit; 
No wages receiving, his'conſcience is clear ; 
Not prone to deceiving, he's notHirig to fear. 
"Tis true he 1s fileat—but that's nothing new 
_ And if you'd repent, his attitude view ; 
With upliſted hands all vice to reprove, 
How ſvlemn be ftamds, his eyes fix'd above ! 


As a kind of contraſt I will infert an epigram that 

T wrote but a few days fince-on an ignorant methodift 
preacher : 

A ſtupid fellow told me Yother day, 

That by the ſpirit he could preach and pray ; 

[Let none then ſay that miracles have ceas'd, 

As God ſtill opes the mouth of peaſt * 

-And altſes now can ſpeak as plan 

As e'er they could in Balaam's reign. 


... But I always wrote as faft as I could, without en» 
deavouring to write well, and that this is my preſent 
paCtice Tneed not inform you. | "i 

I cameto this place in but a weak. ſtate of body ; 
however, the healthy fituation of the town, together 
with bathing in the falt watzr, ſoon reſtored me ty 
perfect health. I paſſed thirteen months here in a very 


happy mauncr. | 
F 3 
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With whom the morning of my life I paſs'd, 
May every bliſs, your generous boſoms knew 
In early days, attend you tothe laſt,  W. WurTrutan, 


.But_ the wages for work being very low, and as I- 
kad ſpent much time in writing hymns to every ſong- 
rune that I knew, beſides a number of love-rerſes, 
letters, &c. I was very poor. To complete all, I be- 
gan to keep a deal of company, in which I gave a 
looſe to my natural gaiety of diſpoſition, much more 
than-was conſiſtent with the grave, ſedate ideas which 
I had formed of a religious character; all which made 
me reſolve to leave Kingſbridge, which I did in 

I *Os X | 

| i travelled as far as Exeter the firſt day, where I 
worked about a fortnight, and ſaved ſufficient to carry 
me to Bridgewater, where I worked two or three 
weeks more. Before I arrived there, Mr. John Jones 
had gone back to reſide at Briſtol, but as ſoon as he 
heard of my being in Bridgewater, he and his brother 
Richard ſent me an invitation to come to Briſtol again 
and live with them. Finding that I did nat imme- 
diately comply, they both came to Bridgewater, and 
declared- their intentions of not returning to Briſtol 
without me ; fo that after a day or two I yielded to 
their ſolicitations, and again lived very comfortably 
with them, their mother and ſiſter, 


But where is the boſom untainted by art, 
The judgment ſo modeſt and ſtay'd, | 
That union ſo rare of the he:d and the heart, 
+ Which fixes the friends it has made. - "'W. W.. 


T think it was about this period, that I went ſeveral 
times to the Tabernacle, and' heard Mr. George 
Whitfield; and of all the preachers that I ever at- 
tended, never did I meet with one that had ſuch a 

erfeft command over the paſſions of his audience. 
Fo every ſermon that I heard him preach, he would 
ſometimes make them ready to burſt with laughter, 
and the next moment drown them in tears; indeed it 
«pg pofible for the moſt guarded to eſcape the 
cttc 


- 
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of the ſame kind in Briſtol, that I often wondered? 
how God permitted it to ſtand; but London I found 
infinitely worſe, and ſcriouſly trembled for fear the 
meaſure of iniquity was quite full, and that every 
hour would be its laſt, However, I at length con- 
cluded, that if London was a ſecond Sodom, I was a 
ſecond Lot; and theſe comfortable ideas reconciled 
me to the thought of living in it, | 


I ſaid it was a wretched place, 

Unfit for any child of grace ; 

'Tis ripe for judgment : Satan's ſeat, 

The ſink of fin, and hell complete ; 

In ev'ry ſtreet of trulls A troop, | 
And ev'ry cook-maid wears a hoope SOMERVILLEs 


Some of Mr. Weſley's people gave me great com- 
foit by affuring me, that ** the Codd had much peo- 
ple in this city :”” which I ſoon diſcovered to be true, 
as I got acquainted with many of thoſe righteous 
choſen ſaints, who modeſtly arrogate to themſelves 
that they are the peculiar favourites of heaven, and 
Fran tan d that any place they reſide in muſt be 
afe, 

In a month I ſaved money ſufficient to bring v 
uy wife, and ſhe had a pretty tolerable ſtate of health ;_ 
of .my maſter I obtained ſome ſtuff-ſhoes for her to 
bind, and nearly as much as ſhe could do, Having 
now plenty of work and yer wages, We were to- 
lerably eaſy in our circumſtances, more ſo than we 
had ever been, and we were ſoon enabled to procure 
a few cloaths. My wife had all her life before done 
very well with a ſuperfine bread cloath cloak, but 
now I prevailed on her to have one of filk, 


The.man who by his labour gets 
His bread in independent ſtate ; 

Who never begs, and ſeldom eats, 
Hiraſelf can fix, or change his fate. | Prton, 


VUntil this winter -I had never found out that I ' 


wanted a great coat, but now I made that important 


diſcovery. , f 


A winter garment now demands your care, 
To guard the body from the inclement aur ; 
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Soft be the iriward veſt, the outward ſtrong, 


And large to wrap you warm, down reathing longs. 
x "Cook 8's Hefivd, 


My landlord ſhewed me one made of a coarſe kind 
of Biath-coating, which he purchaſed new at a ſhop 
in Roſemary-lane, for ten ſInilings and fixpence; fo 
that the next half-guinea I had to ſpare, away I went 
to Roſemary-lane {and to my great ſurpriſe), was 
hauled into: a ſhop by a fellow who was walking up 
and down before the door of a flopſelter, where 1 
Was ſoon fitted with a great coat of the ſame ſort as 
that of my landlord. 1 aſked the price; but was 
greatly aſtoniſhed when the honeſt flopman told me, 
that he was ſb taken with my clean, honeſt, induſ- 
trious looks, that he would let -e have it cheaper 
than he would his own brother, ſo in one word he 
would oblige me with it for five and twenty ſhillings, 
which was the very money 1t coſt him. On M_ 
this, T croſſed the ſhop in-a-trice, in order to ſet 
home again, but the door had a faſtening'to it beyond 
my comprehenſion, nor would the good man let me 
out before I had made him an offer, I told him, EF 
had ſo little money about me that I could not offer 
. any thing, and again defired that he would let me 
'out, But he veritied, and at laſtI told him'that m 
4andlord- had informed me that he had purchaſed fuck 
another coat for ten ſhillings and fixpence; on which 
he began to give himſelt airs, and-affured mc, that 
however ſome people came by their goods, for his 
*patt, he always paid for Sis, I hearti y wiſhed pA 
{cif out 'of the ſhop, but in vain; as he ſeemed 
termined not to part with me until I had made ſome 
offer. 4 then told him 'that T had but ten ſhillings 
and fixpence, and of courſe could not offer him any 
"more than T had got, T now expected more-abuit 
from bim, but inſtead of 'that the patient good man 
told me, that as he perhaps might get ſomething b 
me another time, 1 ſhould-have the coat for my halt- 
guinea, although it was worth more than double the 
money. | : 

About the end of November I recerved an account 
of the death of my grandfather, | "5 


- 
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| *#The good otd gentleman expir'd, 
« And decently to heayen retir'd.”” 


1 was alſo informed thar he had left a will in fa» 
your of my grandmother-in-law*s relations, who be» 
came poſſeſſed of all his effects, except a ſmall free+ 
hold eſtate, which he left to my youngeſ brother, 
becauſe he happened to he called George (which war - 
the name-of my grandfather,) and ten pounds a piece - 
to each of his other grand-children. 

So totally unacquainted was I with the modes of 
tranſatting bufineſs, that T. could not point out any. 
method of having my ten ponnds ſent up to London, 
at leaſt, no mode that the executor of the will would 
approve of ; for being ſuch a protigrons ſum, that the 
rreateſt catution was uſed on both hdres, fo that it coſt 
me about half- the money in Join down for it, and 
in returning to town again. "This was in extremely _ 
-hard froſty weather (1 think ſome time in December ; ) 
and being on the ourfide of a coach, I was ſo 
very cold, that when T came te the inn where the 
ngers dined, T went «directly to the fire, which 
m_ = _ Wm ſons This hap 2 ” narrow 
eſcape from inſtant death. This happened in got 
owe, In returning -back'to town, 1 had bis mk . 
fortunes te encounter. - The cold weather ſtill conti- 
nuing, I thought the baſket warmer than the roof, 
and about fix miles from Saliſbury, I went back 'in 
it, But on getting out of ir, in the inn-yard at Sa» 
Irbury, I heard ſome money jingle, and on ſearching 
"ey pockets, I diſcovered that T had loſt about fixteen 
ſhillings, twe or three of which T found in the baſket, 
the ref had falNen through on the road ; and no doubt 
the whole of what I had left of my ren'pounds wonld 
have gone the ſame way, had I not {for fear of high-_ 
waymen). ſewed it up in my cloaths. I recollected 
that Seneca hatl ſaid, ** A wiſe and good man is proof © 
againſt all acctdents of fate; and that a brave man is 
u match for fortune; and knowing myfelf to be both 
wiſe, good, and brave, I bore the lofs of my ſilver 
with the temper of a ſtoic, and-hke Epicterus reaſoned, 
that I could not have leſt it, 1f I had not firſt -had it; 


/ 
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and- that as I had loſt it, why it was all the ſame as 
though it had never been in my poſſeſſion, 

But a more dreadful misfortune befel me the next 
morning ; the extreme ſevere weather ſtill continuing, 
in order to keep me from dying with cold, I drank 
ſome purl and gin, which (not being uſed to drink 
any thing ſtrong) made me ſo drunk, that the coach- 
man put me inſide the carriage for fear I ſhould fall 
off the roof. I there met with ſome of the jovial ſort, 
who having alſo drank to keep out the cold, were in 
high glee; being aſked to fing them. a ſong, I imme- 
diately complied, and forgetting that I was one of 
the holy brethren, I ſung ſong Br ſong with the mer- 
rieſt of them; only ſeveral times between the acts, I 
turned up the whites of-my eyes,- and uttered a few 
ejaculations, as © Lord, forgive me!” ©« O Chriſt! 

hat am I doing ?”” and a few more: of the fame 
pious fort. 1 HT. MO STRTRTLOTTS + 

The verrieſt hermit in the nation, MEE2% 4 
May yield, God knows, to ſtrong temptation. _ Swiyrf, 

However, after eating a good dinner, and refrain- 
ing from liquor, 1 became nearly ſober, and by the 
time I arrived in town, quite ſo; though in a terrible 
agitation of mind, by reflefting on what I had done, 
and was ſo aſhamed of the affair, that I concealed it 
from my wife, that I might not grieye her righteous 
ſoul with the knowledge of ſo dreadful a fall: fo 
that ſhe with great pleaſure ripped open the places in 
my clothes, which contained my treaſure, and with 
an heart full of gratitude, piouſly thanked Providence 
for affording us 'ſuch a ſupply, and hoped that the 
Lord would enable us'to make a good uſe of it. 


Whate'er can good or ill befall, 


Faithful partner ſhe of all. Wes ry's Meliſſa. 
Here perhaps I may with great propriety quote the 
following lines-of 'Gray : | 


« Let not 'ambition mock their uſeful toil, 
«© Their homely joys, and deſtiny obſcure ; 
« Nor grandeur hear with a diſdainful ſmile, 
« The ſhort and ſimple annals of the poor." 


I am, dear friend, yours, 
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LETTER AX :* 


Thus dwelt poor , of few goods poſſeſt, } 


A bed, board, tankard, and fix cups at beſt ; 

Item, Weſley's head, old boyks, and rotten cheſt : 

His bed was ſcant, for his ſhort wife tov ſhort ! 

His-cups were earthen, all of ſmaller ſort. | | 
| *” OwEex's Juyenal, 

Fixt in an elbow chair at eaſe, 

I chooſe companions as I pleafe. SwiFT. 


Hail, precious pages! that amuſe and teach, 

Exalt the genius, and improve the breaſt, 

A feaſt for ages. —O thou banquet nice ! 

Where the ſoul riots with ſecure exceſs. 

What heart-ſelt bliſs ! What pleaſure-wing'd hours ! 
| Dr, S. DAvis, 


DEAR FRIEND, 


| ITH the remainder of the 
money we purchaſed houſhold goods, but as we then 
had not ſufficient to furniſh a room, we worked hard, 
and lived ftill harder, ſo that in a ſhort time we had 
a room furniſhed with our own goods; and I believe 
that it 1s not poſſible for you to imagine with what. 
pleaſure and ſatisfaftion we looked round the room 

and ſurveyed our property : I believe that Alexander 
the Great never reflected on his immenſe acquiſitions 
with half the heart-felt enjoyment which we expe- 
rienced on this capital attainment. : 


—_ 


« How happy is the man whoſe early lot, 
«© Hath made him maſter of a furniſh'd cot.” 


After our room was furniſhed, as we fiill enj;yed 
a better itate of health than we did at Briſtol and 
Taunton, and had alſo more work qnd higher wages, 
we _—_ added ſomething. to our ſtock of weatiog ap- 
parel, | wy | 


TInduftrious habits in each boſom reigns, 
And induſtry begets a love of gain; 
Hence all the good from opulence that ſpring. 
In | GOLDSMITH, 
(> 
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Nor did I forget the 1d book-ſhops: but frequent- 
ly added an old book to my ſmall colle&tion; and I 
really have often purchaſed books with the money. 
that ſhould have been expended in purchaſing ſome« 
thing to eat ; a ſtrikiny inſtance of which follows : 

At the time we were purchaſing houſhold goods, 
we kept ourſelves very ſhort of money, and on Chriſt- 
mas-eve we had but half-a-crown left to buy a Chrilt- 
mas dinner, My wife defired that I would go to mar- 
ket, and purchaſe this feſtival dinner, and off I ſet 
for that purpoſe; but inthe way I ſaw an old book- 
Mop, and I could not reſiſt the temptation of going 
in; intending only to expend fixpence or nine-pence 
out of my half-crown. But T ſtumbled upon Y oung's 
Night Thoughts—forgot my dinner—down went the 
Lalf-crown—and I haſtened home, vaſtly delighted 
with the acquiſition. When my wite aſked me where 
was our Chriſtmas dinner? I told her it was in my 
pocket,—** In yourpocket! (ſaid ſhe), that is a ſtrange 
place. How couid you think of ſtuffing a joint of 
meat into your pocket ?” I aſſured her that it would 
take no harm. But as | was in no haſte to take it out, 
ſhe began to be more particular, and enquired what I 
had got, &. On which I began to harangue on the 
ſuperiority of intellectual pleaſures over lenſual gra» 
Ry KCC EY and obſerved that the brute creation <1- 
joyed the latter in a much higher degree than man, 
And that a man, that was not poſſeſſed of intellectual 
enjoyments, was but a two-legged brute. | 

was proceeding in this ſtrain; ** And i (ſaid ſhe,) 
inſtead of buying a dinner, I ſuppoſe you have, as 
you have done before, been buying books with the 
money f?? | | 
«©. Pray, what is the value of Newton or Locke ? 
« Do they leſſen the price of potatoes or corn? 
 « When poverty comes, can they ſoften the ſhock, 
« Or teach us how hunger is patiently horne ? 
« Yon ſpend half your life time in poring on books ; | 
« What a mountain of wit muſt be cramm'd in that ſkull! 
« And yet, if a man were to judge by your looks, 
« Perhaps he would think you confoundedly dull” 

I confefſed I had bought Young's Night Thoughts: 

 «& And I think (ſaid I) that I have acted wiſely 
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for had I bought a dinner, we ſhould have eaten it to+ 
morrow, and the pleaſure wonld have been ſoon; 
over ; 

« But in the volumes of the mighty dead, 

« We feaſt on joys to vulgar minds unknown,” 


Should we live fifty years longer, we ſhall have the 
Night Thoughts to tealt upon,” This was too power- * 
tul an argument to admit of any farther debate; in 
ſhort, my wife was convinced, Down I fat, and be- 
gan to read with as much enthufiaſm as the good 
doCtor poſſeſſed when he wrote it; and ſo much did. 
it excite my attention as well as approbation, that I 
retained the greateſt part of it in my, memory. A 
couplet of Perfius, . as Englithed, might have been 
applicd to me : | | 


* ewes For this you gain your mearre looks, 
« And ſacrifice your dinner to your books.” 


Sometime in June 1774, as we fat at work in cur 
room, Mr, Boyd, one of Mr. Weſley's people, called 
and informed me that a little ſhop and parlour were to 
be let in Featherſtone-ſtreet ; adding, that if I was 
to take it, I might there get ſome work as a maſter. 
I without hefitaticn told him that I liked the idea, 
and hinted that I would ſell books alſo. Mr, Poyd 
then aſked me how I came to think of felling books ? 
1 informed him that until that moment it had never 
once entered into my thoughts ; but that when he 
propoſed my taking the ſhop, it inſtantaneouſly oc- 
cured to my mind, that far ſeveral months paſt I had | 
obſerved a great increaſe in a certain old book ſhop ; 
and that I was periuaded I knew as muth of old 
books as the perſon who kept it, I farther obſerved, 
. thatT loved books, and that if I could but be a bouk- 
ſeller, I ſhould then have plenty of books to read, 
which was the greateſt motive I could conccire to 1n- , 
duce me to make the 'attempt. My friend on this at- 
fured me, that he would get the ſhop for me, and 
with a laugh added, ©* When, you are Lord Mayor, 
you ſhall uſe all your intereſt to get me made an Al- 
derman,”* Which I enfaged not to forget to per= 
torm, : 

G2 
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«© Tnall my wand'rings round this world of cares 


* In all my 'griefs, and God has giv'n my thare ; 

« I ſtill had hopes to ſee ſome better days.” | 
My private library at this time confiſted of Fletch- 
er's Checks to Antinomianiſm, &c. $5 volumes 
Watts's Improvement of the Mind; Young's Night 
Thoughts; Wake's Tranſlation of the Apoſtolical 
Epiſtles ;. Fleetwood's Life of Chriſt ; the firſt twenty 
numbers of Hinton's Dictionary of the Arts and 
Sciences ; ſome of Mr, Weſley's Journals, and ſome 
of the picus lives publiſhed by him; and about a 
| dozen other volumes of the latter fort, befides odd 
magazines, &c, To ſet me up in ſtyle, Mr. Boyd 
recommended me to the friends of an holy brother 
latcly gone to heaven, and of whom I purchaſed a 
bagful of old books, chiefly divanity, for a guinea, 


How muff he ſtruggle in the ſhades of night, 

To break thro” poverty's dark mifts to light | 

Oh, what a taſk before he gains his end ! 

A taſk indeed !—exclaims my dear old friend. SWAIN, 


With this flock, and ſome odd ſcraps of lea» 
ther, which .together with all my ooks were worth 
about five pounds, I opened ſhop on Midfummer-day 
1774, in Featherſtone-ſtreet, in the pariſh of St. Luke; 
and I was as well pleaſed in ſurveying my little ſhop 
with my name over it, as was Nebuchadnezzar, when 
he ſaid, © Is not this great Babylon that I have 
built ?*”* And my good wife often perceiving the 
pleaſure that I took in my ſhop, piouſly cautioned me 
againſt ſetting my mind on the riches of this world, 
' and aſſured me that it was all but vanity, ** You are 
very nght, my. dear (I ſometimes replied,) and to 
keep our minds as ſpiritual as we can, we will always 
attend our-claſs and band-mcetings, hear as man 
ſermons, &c. at the Foundery on week days as ney" 
ble, and on ſabbath days we will mind nothing bur 
the good of our ſouls; our ſmall beer ſhall be fetched 
_ tn on Saturday nights, nor will we dreſs even a po- 
tatoe on the ſabbath. We will ſtill attend the preach- 
ng at five o'clock in the morning ; at eight, go to the 
prayer mecting; at ten, to the public worſhip at-the 
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Foundery ; . hear 'Mr, Perry at Cripplegate, at two 
be at the preaching at the Foundery, at five; meer 
with the general ſociety, at.ſix ; meet in the united. 
bands at ſeven, and again be at the prayer meeting at 
eight; and then come home, and read and pray by 
ourſelves,” x if PENS 


v4: 80 


Dear Friend; 


You I's, 


R—_ a 44. 7 _ 
CD—cC—C—CC——_ en CC > OYSTER o—_—— wae_—_—_ —— - 7 PI, 


LETT E R. XXL. 


w— Strange vieiſſitades of tuman fate ! 
S*11l alt'riag, never in a ſteady ſtate; 
Govd after ill, and after pain delight; 
Alternate, like the ſceres of day and night, 
Since every one who lives is born to die, 
And none can boaſt intire felicity 2 | 
- With equal nnd what happens les nz bear, 
Nor joy, nor grieve tvo much for things beyond our care, 
Like pilgrims, to the appointed place we tends 
The world's an Inn, and death's the journey's end. 
| ; PkrDeNn's Paiemoa aid Arcite, 


DEAR FRIEND, 


N Otwithſtanding the obſcurity of 
the ſtreet, and the mean appearance of my ſhop, yer 
I ſoon found cuſtomers for what few books I had ; 
and I as ſoon laid out the money 1n other old traſh 
which was daily brought for ſale, | 

At that time. Mr, Weſfley's people hid a ſum of 
money, which was kept on purpole to lend out, for 
three months, without intereſt, to ſuch. of their fo-_ 
ciety whoſe charafers were good, and who wanted a 

teipporary rehef, 'To TON? mP little. ſtack, 1 bor 
<4 242 . c.3. | 


— 
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rowed five pounds out of this fund, which was of 
great ſervice to me, 


- 


In out new fituation we lived in a very frugal 


- manner, often dining ow potatoes, and quenching 


our thirſt with water, being abſolutely determined, 
if poſſible, to make forme provifion for ſuch diſmal 
times as fickneſs, ſhortnets of work, &c. which we 
had been ſo frequently involved in before, and could 
icarce help expecting to be our fate again, ' My wife 
foreboded it much more than I did, being of a more 
melancholy turu of mind, y 

—— Women ever love 


To broud o'er ſorrows, and indulge their woe. 
| | FraanckLin's Sophocles. 


And yet when we really were involved in ſickneſs 
and poverty, ſhe bore all with patience and fortt- 
tuce, 


Imagin'd ills in frightful ſhapes appear, - 

While preſent evils we with patience bear 

Phantoms, and empty forms are fear'd the moſt, 

As thoſe who ſcora'd the man, yet dread the ghoſt. + 
DRAPER, 


T live4 in this ſtreet fix months, and in that time 
ir.creaſed my ſtock from five pounds, to twenty-hve 
pounds. Wt 


London -— the public there are candid and generous, and be- 
fore my merit can Have time to-create me enemies, Il ſave 
money, an a tig for the Snitan and Sopby. RoverR., 


This immenſe ſtock I deemed too valuable to be 
buried in Featherſtone-ſtreer ; and a ſhop and parlour 
being to let in Chiſwell-ttreet, No. 46, 1 took them. 
This was at that rime, and for fourtcen vears after- 
wards,. a very dull and obſcure ſituation : as few ever 
paſſed through it, betides Spitalfield weavers on haxg- 
ing days, and methodiſts op preaching zights ; but (hill 


_ it was much better adapted tor buſineſs than Feather- 


_ None-ſtreet. 


A ſhort-rtime aſter I came into Chiſwell-ſtreet to 
live, an odd circumſtance occurred which cauſed a 
great deal of talk; Mrs, Chapman, who many years 
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kept a livery ſtible in Coleman-(treet, had a cat big 
with kitten ; this cat was one day ſeen to fly at a 
fowl, that was roaſting by the fire, which ſhe repeated 
ſeveral times, fo that ſhe was at Jaſt put out of the 
room ; when this fowl was dreſſed and eat, they gave 
poor puſs the bones, but this was not enough, tor 
when ſhe lay in, they tound that ſhe had marked her 
kitten, as inſtead of two feet before, ſhe had to 
wings, with ſome ſhort feathers on thera ; the fingu- 
larity of this kitten drew great numbers to vilit her, 
which occaſioned ſo much trouble to Mrs. Chapman, 
that ſhe figned the death-warrant, and poor puſs was 
drowned, and afterwards buried in the dung heap. 

I thought this ſtory would read as well in my Life, 
as in the Philoſophical Tranſfattions, which pre- 
vented me from troubling thoſe learned authors with - 

It, Lk 

A few weeks after I was ſettled in my new ſhop, I 
| badea final adi-n to the zentle craft, and converted my 
little ſtock of learher, &c. into old books; and a 
great ſale I had, conſidering my ſtozk; which was 
not only extremely ſmall, but contained very little 
variety, as it principally conſiſted of divinity ; for as 
I had not much knowledge, fol ſeldom ventured out 
of my depth. Indeed, there was one cliſs of books, 
which for the firſt year or two that I called myſelf a 
bookſeller, I would n-t ſell, for ſuch was my 1gno- 
rance, bigotry, ſuperſtition (or what you plea'e). that 
1 contcientiouſly deſtroyed ſuch books as tell into my 
hands, which were written by free-thinkers ; + r 
really ſuppoiing them to be diftated by his ſable high 
neſs, I would neither read them my ſelf, nor {ell t! em 
to others. 

You will perhaps be ſurpriſed when I nſhend you, 
that there are in London (and I ſuppoſe in other p2- 
pulous places) perſons who purchale every article 
which they have occaſion for (and alſo many articles 
which they have no occaſion for, nor ever will) at 
ſtalls, beggarly ſhops, pawnbrokers, &c. under the 
idea of purchaſing cheaper than they could at reſpe&- 
able ſhops, and of men of property. A confiderable 
>umber of this ſpecies of cuſtomers I had in the be- 
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ginning, who forſook my ſhop. as ſoon as I began to 
appear more reſpettable, by introducing better order, 
poſſefling more valuable books, and having acquired - 
a better judgment, &c, Notwithſtanding - which, 1. 
declare to you, vpon my honour, that theſe very 
bargain-hunters have given me double the price that 
I now charge for thouſands and tens of thouſands of 
volumes, For as a tradeſman increaſes in reſpeCtabi- 
lity and opulence, his opportunities of purchaſmg in- 
creaſe proportionably, and the more 'he buys and 
ſells, the more he becomes a judge of the real value 
of his goods. .It was for want of this experience and 
judgment, ſtock, &c, that for ſeveral years I was in 
the habit of charging more than double the price I 
now do for many thouſand articles. Bur profeſſed 
bargzain-hunters often purchaſe old Jocks at the ſtalls 
in Moorhfields, when half the wards are ruſted off or 
taken out, and give more for them than they would 
have paid for new ones to any reputable 1ronmonger, 
And what numerous inftances of this infatuation do 
we meet with daily at fales by auCtion, not of books 
only, but of many other articles ? Of which I could 
| here adduce a yariety of glaring inſtances : but (not 
, * to tire, yon) a few of recent date ſhall ſufice.—At 
\ the file of Mr. Rigby's books at Mr. Chriſtie's, Mar- 
tyn's Difitonary of Natural Hiſtory ſold for fifteen 
" geineas, which then flood 1n my catalogue at four 
: "ems fifteen ſhillings; Pilkington's Di&tionary of 
Painters, at ſeven puineas, uſually fold. at three; 
 Francis's Hora: e, two pound) elewen billings, and many 
' othets in the ſume manner. At Sir George Cole- 
' brook's ſale, the oEravo edition of the Tarler fold for 
two guineas and a half. At' a ſale a tew weeks ſince, 
 Rapin's Hiſtory, in tolio, the two' firſt volumes only 
(inſtead of five) ſold for upwards of five pounds ! 'I 
Charge for the ſame from ten ſhillings and fixpence to one 
pound ten ſhillinvs. I fell great numbers of books to 
pawnbrokers, who ſell them out of their windows at 
much higher prices, the purchaſers believing that 
they are buying bargains, and that ſuch articles have 
teen pawned ; nor is this commerce confined to books 
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only, but extends'to various other articles, of which 
they always buy the worſt of every kind” of article 
they ſell, I will even add, tfat many ſhops which 
are calle{ pawnbrokers, never take in any pawns, yet 
can live by ſelling things which are ſuppoſed t@ be 
kept over time, | 

I went on proſperouſly until ſome time in Septem- 
ber 1775, when I was ſuddenly. taken ill of a cread- 
ful fever; and- eight or ten days aſter, my wife - was 
ſcized with the-ſame diſorder, 

Human hopes, now mounting high,. 

On the ſwelling ſurge of joy ;. 


Now with unexpected woe, : | 
Sinking to the depths below.. WesT's Pindar. 


* 


At that time I only kept a boy to help in my ſhop, 
ſo that I fear, while I lay ill, my wife had too much 
care and anxiety on her mind, T have heen told thar, 
before ſhe was confined to her bed, ſhe walked about 
in a delirious ſtate; in' which ſhe did not long conti- 
nue, but contrary to all expectation died, in a fit of 
enthuſiaſtic rant, on the ninth of November, ſur- 
rounded with ſeveral methodiſtical preachers. - 


Invidious death ! how doſt thon rend in ſunder 
Whom love has knit and ſympathy made one ? | 
A tie ſo ſtubborn. BLAir's Grave, 


She was in reality one of - the beſt of women; and 
although for about four years ſhe was ill the greaieſt 
part of the time, which involved: me 1n the very depth 
of poverty and diſtreſs, yet I never once repented 


having marned her. - 4 


—— Still buſy meddling memory, 

Irr barbarous ſucceſſion, muſters up 

The paſt endearme::ts of our ſofter hovrs, 

Tenacious of his theme. BL Aa1k's Grave, 


*T is true, ſhe: was enthuſiaſtical ro an extreme,:and 
of courſe very ſuperſtitious and viſionary, but as I 
was very far gone myſelf, I did not think that a faulr 
11 her, - $4 IF 

Go, take thy ſeat, the heay'nly choirs among, | 
But leave thy virtues to the world below. £ 
TO 9's OkLANDO FURICSO, . 


G 5 . 
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Indeed ſhe much exceeded me, and molt others that 
ever fell under my obſervation. , 


She ne'er indulg'd a recreation, 

That could endanger her ſalvation ; 
But choſe the moſt auſtere reſtraints, OO Nh 

And ſpoke the language of the ſaints. HuMPHREYs, 


Y 


She in reality totally negleted and difregarded every 
kind of pleaſure whatever, but thoſe of a ſpiritual (or 
viſionary) nature, Methinks I here ſee you ſmile ; 
but I affure you ſhe made ns exception ; but was a 
complete devotee, and what is more remarkable with- 
out pride or 4ll-nature. 


Intentions ſo pure, and ſuch meekneſs of ſpirit, 
Muſt of courie, and of right, Heayen's Kingdom inherit, 
«ay ' SINK 1N«. 


I am, 


Dear Friend, 


Yours. 


| 
| 
, 


LETTER XXI11. 


« P've ſtrange news to give you! but when youw-receiye it, 
©« *Tzs impoſſible, Sir, that you ſhould believe it ! 
« But as I've been told this agreeable ſtory, 

« I'll Cigreſs for a moment to lay it before ye.” 


DEAR SIR, 


A Friend of mine, of whoſe ve- 
racity T entertain the higheſt opinion, has favoured 
me with an account of a lady, who has to the fulbas 
much, indeed more of the ſpirit, but without the 
Pen aanurs of Nancy Lackington. The fact is as 
ollows:; | | 


- , <« ”Tjs true "tis a pity * and pity "tis its trues”* 
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- Mr. Rt, a genteel tradeſman with whom IT am 
acquainted, having loſt his ſecond wite early 1n 1790, 
courted and marfied one of the holy filters a few 
months afterwards.., They had lived together about 
lix months, when Mr. R—t, one Sunday, being a 
ſober religious man, took down Doddridge's Lectures, 
'and began to read thein to his wite and tamily. But 
this holy fiſter found fault with her huſband tor read- 
ing ſuch learned rational diſcourſes, which ſavoured ' 
too much of human reaſon and vain philoſophy, and 
wuhed he would read ſomething more ſpiritual and 
edifying, He attempted to convince her that Dr, 
Doddridge was not only a good rational divine, but 
to the full as ſpiritual as any divine ougut to be; and 
that to be more ſpiritual he mult be leſs rational, and 
of courſe become fanatical and vitionary. But thele 
obſervations of the huſband ſo dilpleaſed his ſpiritual 
wife, that ſhe retired to bed, and lett her huſband to 
read Doddridge's Lectures as long as he choſe to his 
children by a former wife. 

The next morning, while Mr. R—t was out on 
buſineſs, this holy filter, without ſaying one ſyllable 
to any perſon, packed up all her clothes, crammed 
them into a hackney-coach, and away ſhe went. Mr. 
R—t, poor ſoul! on coming home, diſcovered his 
inmenſe loſs, and, in an almoſt frantic ſtate, ſpent the 
firſt fortnight in fruitl>!s attempts to diſcover her re- 
treat. | | 
© Three weeks after her elopement, I was (ays 
& Mr. R—t) going down Cheapſide ' one day, and 
« {aw a lady ſomething like my wite; but as the was 
& ſomewhat diſguiſed, and I could not ſee her face, 
« I was not ſure, At laſt I ventured to look under 
& her bonnet, and found, that, ſure'enough, it was 
& ſhe. 1 then walked threes times backwards and 
_ & forwards in Cheapiide, endeavouring to perſuade 
© Her to return with me, or tov diſcover where ſhe 
& lived; bur ſhe obſtinately refuſed to return, or to let 
& me ſee her retreat; and here (lays Mr. R—t) I 
* begged that ſhe would grant me a ki:s; but ſhe 
* would not willingly. However, aiter ſome buſtle 
6 in the ſtreet, I took - _— kiſs. Poor, dear 
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© ſoul! (ſfigh'd he) ſhe is rather tvo//piritual ; for not- 
« withſtanding I laid by her fide near fix months, ſhe 
« never would be prevailed upon to do any thing 
« carnal; and although I did all in my power to get 
- © the better of her ſpiritual fcruples, yet ſhe was at- 
* ways fo in love with Chriſt her heavenly ſpouſe, 
« that when ſhe eloped from me, ſhe was, I aſſure 
«6 you, as good a reps as when I married her.” 
_ 1 muſt give you a ſtory or two of the ſame nature 
with the coding eds 

A gentleman of London happening to be on a vi- 
fit at Briſtol about three years fince, fell in love with 
a handſome young lady who was one of the holy 
filterhood; after a few weeks acquaintance he made 
ber an offer of his perſon and fortune, and the young 


lady, after proper inquiry had been made 1vto the 


- gentleman's family, fortune, &c. conſented to make 
our lover. happy, They were foon after married, 
and the. ſame day ſet off in a poit-chaiſe towards Lon- 
don, in«order to ſleep the firit night at an inn, and fo 
fave the lady the bluſhes occafioned by the jokes com- 


mon cn ſuch occaſions ; this happy couple had been 


: in bed about an hour when the cry of murder alarmed 


wo 


'the houſe; this alarm, proceeding from the room that 


was occupied by the bride and bridegroom, drew the 
company that way ; the inn-keeper knocked at the 
door, and demanded admittance ; our BenediQ ap- 
peared at the door, and informed the hoſt that his 
lady had been taken ſuddenly ill in a kind of fit, he 
believed, bnt that the was better; and after the 1nn- 
keeper's wife had been ſent into the room to ſee the 
| young lady, and had found her well, all retired to 
= . 

They had, however, not lain more than two hours, 
when the cry of murder, fire, &c. again alarmed the 
 bouſe, and drew many our of their beds once more. 

_ Our young gentleman then dreſſed himſelf, - and, 
' opening the docr, informed the company that he had 
that moxning been married to the young lady in bed, 
ard that being married, he had inſilted on being ad- 
' mitted to the privilege of an huſband, but that the 
young lady had talked much about the -good of her 
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poor ſoul, her ſpiritual huſband, &c ; and that inſtead 
of granting what he conceived to be the right" of 
every huſband, ſhe had thought proper to diſturb all 
in the houſe. He added, that having been thus made 
very ridiculous, he would take -effettual care to pre- 
vent a repetition of the ſame abſurd conduct. | 
He then ordered a poſt-chaiſe, and ſet off for Lon- 
don, leaving our ſaint in bed to enjoy her ſpiritual 
contemplations 1n their full extent; nor has he ever 


fince paid her any attention. 
: \ 


« The poor man having wander*d round 'emg 
« Left all her beauties as he found 'cm, ? 


Some. time fince, being in a large town in the 
Weſt,” ſhe was pointed out to me by a friend, as ſhe 
was walking 1n the ftreer, 

I am alſo imformed, from undoubted authority, 
that in the ſame town there now refides a couple who 
have been married upwards of three years, and as 
yet the huſband is not certain-as to the ſex of his 
wife : and on every attempt of the huſband for that 
purpoſe, the ſervants are alarmed with the ſcreans of 
the pious lady, who would not permit ſuch carnal 
communication for the world. 

The preceding ſtories put me in mind of what 
Ovid ſays was practiſed by young maids on the feſti- 
val of the celebrated nymph Ara Porenna, thus 

tranſlated by 1-—-I know not who: 


« With promiſes the amorons god ſhe led, 

« And with fond hopes his eager paſſion fed ; 

« At length *tis done, the goddeſs yields, ſhe cry'd 
« My pray'rs have gain'd the victory o'er pride.. 

« With joy the god prepares the golden bed ; 

« Thither, her face conceal'd, is Anna led; 
« Tuſt on the brink of bliſs, ſhe ſtands confeſsd ;— 
« The diſappointed lover is her jeſt, 
« While rage and ſhame alternate ſwell his breaſt. 


I know that there are- now in Weſley's ſociety, in 
London, ſome women wu ho, ever fince-they were 
converted, have refuſed to ſleep with their huſbands, 
and that fome of thoſe will not pay the leaſt atten- 
tion to any temporal concern whatever, being, as 
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. they term it, wholly wrapped up in divine-contem- 
plation, having- their ſouls abſorbed in divine love, 
ſo as not to be interrupted by the trifling concerns of 
a huſband, family, &c. ; 


RefleQtion loves to wake ani ſhed a tear 

O'er human weakneſs many a noble mind, 

By ſuperſtition cramp*'d, has here refign'd 

The rights of reaſon God and nature gave, 

Man's higheſt privilege :—Here many a heart, 

Of that ſweet ſocial intercourſe debarr'd 

Which gives to poliſh'd life its higheſt tafte, 

Harden'd; to joy's, to pity's melting touch 

Inſenfible and cold—prayer here has taught 

Her lovely votereſs the art to check 

Each riſing .wiſh, each tumult of the ſoul ; 

Reſign'd — —— — — — =— 

To live to heav'n alone, and paſs away, 

Like ſome fair flow*'r that on the wild heath blows, 

And ftrews its with'ring leaves upon the blaſt, 
Rev, ]. WHi rEHOUSE, 


Mrs. G——, left her huſband and children, one 
of whom was ſucking at her breaſt, and came from 
Ireland to London; and when ſhe was upbraided 
with her unnatural behaviour, ſhe replied, ** It was 
- the will of the Lord ; ſhe had left all for Chriſt's 
ſake, and followed the guidings of his ſpirit, To fit 
under the preaching of Mr. Weſley, was of more 
importance to her than huſband and children.” For 
a long time ſhe lived on what ſhe had brought away 
from her huſband ; after that was gone, ſhe lived a 
half-ſtarved life, by taking in plain work. What 
bccame of her at laſt I could never learn, 


Each warm affeAion and paternal care, 

Left unrequited for the pomp of pray'r ; 

Each ſocial duty, each endearing tie, 

The ſoul's beſt bond, its native ſympathy. 

And thoſe few virtues which our natures own, 

Alike forgotten, or alike unknown. -BiRkcue 


Iam, 
Dear Friend, 


Yours, 


x / 
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LETTER XXH. 


Women that leave no ſtone nnturn'd, 
, In which the cauſe might be concern'd. HuD1BRAS. 


' The man without fin, the methodiff Rabbi, 
Has perfe&aly cur'd the chlorofis of Tabby : 
And, if right, I can judge from her ſhape and her face, 
She ſoon may prodace an infant of grace. 
Now they ſay that all people in her ſituation 
Are very fine ſubjects for regeneration. 
| | ” New BATH Guida, 


"DEAR FRIEND, 


| Brcavss ſome of the holy 
ſiſters are in their amours altogether ſpiritual, you 
are by no means to underſtand that they are all totally 
diveſted of the carnal propenſity. 

Some of theſe good creatures are ſo far from think- 
ing that their huſbands are too carnal in their affec- 
tions, that they really think that they are not enough 
ſo; and inſtances are not wanting, in which, owing 
to their having huſbands too ſpirtitual, they have 
been willing to receive aſſiſtance from the huſbands of 
other women, - : | 

It is but about a year fince a certain celebrated 


| preacher, uſed to adminiſter carnal conſolation to the 


wife of his clerk, This holy communication was re- 
peated ſo often, and ſo open, that at laſt it came ta 
the clerk's ears, who watching an opportunity, one 
day ſurpriſed the pious -pair at their devotion, and fo 
beleobeurad the preacher with his walking ſtaff, that 
the public were for near a month deprived of the 
benefits reſulting from his remarkable gift of elo- 
qQUence. | 4 


« The pious methodiſt may chance to fail, 
« Like Zſop's fox, entangl'd by the tail.” 


As I am got into the ſtory-telling way, I cannot 
reſiſt the temptation of telling another ; tor, as Mat 
Bramble ſays, 


/ 
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©.  — Here my ſubjeC is not barren ; 
« But in rare anecdotic matter rich.” 


_ A certain holy ſiſter who lately kept a houſe in a 
country village, within ten miles of London, and 
took zn (as they called it) Mr. Wefley's preachers ; by 
taking zn is only meant, that when they came in turn 
to preach in the village, ſhe uſed to ſupply each with 
victuals and a bed (no doubt but they flept alone). 
This lady was ſo very remarkable for her /piritul ex- 
perience and divine gitts ; | 


- Heaven has its choſen favourites, and on thoſe 
With partial hand, its double gift beſtows; 
While common ſouls, like coarſer ſtuffs laid by, 
Are not prepar'd to take the brighter dye. 
J. H. Browxe, Eſq. 


Theſe gracious gifts attracted many to hcr how, 
befides ſuch as came in the regular courſe of their 


duty, and among the former a preacher from Loiidon, 
from whom I learnt the affair, | 


If any of her ſiſters faid, | 
.Caliſta, you're a lovely maid ; = 
For ſhame ! cry'd our religious laſs, 
Sure you forget all fleſh is graſs; 
The beauty of each blooming finner, 
Will ſoon give churchyard worms a dinner ; 
The faireſt features of the face 
Are vanity compar'd to grace. 
| | FoNxTAINE by HUMPHREYS, 


- 


This preacher happening to want a wife, and be- 
ing very ſpiritually-minded, aCtually married her in 
December 1 790, merely for her geat gifts and graces, 
as her fortune was not above the fiftieth part as much 
- as his own, They had not been married a week, 
- when this ſimple preacher diſcovered: that his gifted 
_ gracious faint was an incarnate devil, who had mar- 
ried him only to rob, plunder, and —— him. 


” 


Whate'er it be, to wiſeſt men and beſt 
Seeming at fitft all heav'r.ly under virgin vei!,. 
Soft, modeſt, meek, demure ;- 
_ Onc# join'd, the contrary ſhe proves, a thora: 
Inteſtine; for within defenfive arms ) 
A cleaying miſchief ; in hus way to virtue . 
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Adverſe and turbulent, or by her charm 2 
Praws him away enflay'd | 
With dotage, and his ſenſe deprav'd, 


To folly and ſhameful deeds which ruin ends; - 
Mit Tox's Samſon Agoniſtes, 


And in a-few months, between her and her gal- 
lants, they bullied him out of a ſettlement to the 
amount of four times the ſum ſhe brought him, and 
the poor pious preacher thinks that he has cheaply 
' Lot rid of her. ; g 


Ah, fooliſh woman ! may ſhe one day ſee 

How deep ſhe's plung'd herſelf in infamy, 

And with true penitence waſh out the ſtain z— 
But—mijſchief on't——why ſhould I pray in vain 

For ſhe's but harden'd at the name of grace, 

No bluſh was ever ſeen t'adorn her face. + GovLD, 


The reaſon why I intereſt myſelf in his hebalf is, 
becauſe I am confident that he really is an honeſt 
well-meaning man at the bottom; but withal one 
that does not poſſeſs the greateſt ſhare of underſtand- 
ing, and who being formerly but a mean mechanic, 
never had any education ; but although he 1s a great 
enthuſiaſt, yet he is one of the good-natured inoffen- 
ſive fort, who will do no harm to any perſon,- but, 
on the contrary, all the good in his power. I am 
only ſorry, as he lately was an honeft uſeful tradeſ- 
man, that he ſhould have ſo muckſpiritul quixotiſm 
in bim, as at thirty years of age to ſhut up his ſhop 
and turn preacher, without being able to read his 
' primer; which I can affure you 1s the caſe, 


What though his wits could ne'er diſpenſe 

One page of grammar, or of fenſe ; 

What though his learning be ſo flight, 

He ſcarcely knows to ſpell or write; 

What though his ſkull be gu'gel-proof, 

He's orthodox, and that's enough. Tom BRAINLESS. 


But theſe heavenly teachers only ſpeak as the 
Spirit giveth utterance, of courſe all human learning 
is entirely ſuperfluous ; 


 ———— As he does not" chuſe to cull, 
His faith by any ſcripture rule, 
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But by the vapours that torment 
His brains, from hypoconqria ſent, 
Which into drearhs and viſions turn, 
And make the zeal fo fircely-burn, 

. That reaſon loſes the aſcendant, 
And all within grows independant. 
He proves all ſuch as 4o accord 
With him the choſen of the Lord; 
But that all others are accurſt, - 
*Tis plain in Canticles the firſt. | | 

PuTLER's Pofth. Works: 


The following very extraordinary fat took place 
about the time that I firſt came to live in Chiſwcll- 
ſtreet: Mr. R— a ſurgeon, who lived many years near 
Moorkields, happened to have a methodiſtical lady 
(ſome relation to him) that boarded in the houſe, 
and ferved as a companion to Mis, R—; the ſurgeon 
ſome how or other. got to bed to this holy woman, 
and after ſome time Mrs. R— became acquainted with 
their illicit amours; ſhe took not the leaſt notice of 


_ the diſcovery, but kept in good humour with both 


until ſhe had an opportunity of being revenged of 


. her rival. One afternoon, her huſband being from 


home, ſhe took care to ſend the ſervants out of the 
way, and then went up ſtairs to this boarder's bed- 
room, and found her taking her afternoon nap on the 
bed; upon which ſhe ſecured her hands, by tying 
them, one to each of the poſts at the head of the bed ; 
in doing which the lady awaked and began to laugh, 


-as thinking it was ſome bit of humour; Mrs. R— 


laughed alſo, and procceded to-tye her legs, one to 
each of the poſts at the foot of the bed, which the 
other permitted, ſtill thinking it was ſome harmleſs 
whim ; but alas! ſhe was ſoon convinced to the con- 
trary, for as ſoon as Mrs. R— had made her ſecurc, 
ſhe (horrid to relate) took a pen-knite, and cut off 
one half of the externals of - the offending part. 
Now, faid ſhe, in ſavage triumph, let Mr. R—— 
take half, or a whole one, which he likes bet, She 
then ſent for her huſband, and told him that Mrs. 
wanted his immediate aſhſtance, which he 
found to be too true, as ſhe was nearly dead with the 
loſs of blood; however, he with much care and at» 
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tention, for many weeks, at laſt healed the wound. 
She then was defired by Mrs, R— to get herſelf ano- 
ther place to board at, leſt ſhe ſhould loſe the other 
half—the poor lady took her -advice, and after this 
dreadful misfortune gave herſelf up entirely to devo-. 
tion, and was ſoon after admitted into the ſele& bands, 
among- the entirely holy ſiſters, who having ſuffered 
much in the fleſh, are made perfect in grace, and free 
from the very remains of fin. 

__ A few years ſince the methodiſt-preachers. got foot- 
ing in Wellington (the famous birth-place of your 
humble ſervant) and eſtabliſhed a ſociety, ſoon after 
whach, one of their preachers (ar Collompton, a neigh- 
bouring town) bappened to like a young ſervant girl, 
who was one of the holy ſiſters, (ſhe having gone 
_ through the new birth) better than his wite, becauſe 
ſhe was an unenhghtened, unconverted woman. And 
this ſervant girl proving with child, the news ſoon 
reached Wellington ; and a very wealthy gentleman, 
who entertained the preachers there, followed. the 
- preacher of Collompton's example, and got his own 
pious maid with child. | 


« Bleſſed ſhe tho? once rejected, 
« Like alittle wandering ſheep 

& Poor maid, one morning was eleQed 
« By a viſion in her ſleep,” 


After this ſome of the ſociety in Wellington began: 
to have all things in common, and ſeveral' more of 
. the holy fiſters proved cho ; which fo alarmed the 

pariſh, that ſome of the heals of it inſiſted that the 
preachers ſhould not be permitted to exhibit there any - 
longer, .* For, if (faid they) the .methodiſt-ſociety 
continues, we ſhall have the pariſh full of battards.”? 

A ſimilar affair happened at a country town, ten 
or” twelve miles from Oxford, about two years fince, 
where a very bandſome powerful preacher made con- 
_ verts of a great number of women, both married and 

ſingle, who were wondertully affected, and great 
numbers flocked to his ſtandard, | 


He had a roguiſh twinkling in his eye, 
And ſhone all glittering with ungodly dew; 
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_ If a tight damfel chanc'd to be tripping by, 
Which when obſery'd, he ſhrunk into his mew, 
And ſtrait would recoleR his piety anew. - | 
PANT | Caſtle of Indolence, 


But .he had not laboured there more than a year, 
before the churchwardens were made acquainted with 
his powerful operations on five youn j ge ſaints, 
who all ſwore baſtards to this holy, ſpiritual labourer 
in the vineyard; upon which the gentlemen of' the 
town exerted themſelves, and prevented the farther 
- Propagation of methodiſm; as | 
« The ladies by ſympathy ſeem to diſcover 
«© The advantage of having a ſpiritual lover. 


« They were ſadly'afraid that wives, widows, and'miſſes, 
« Would confine to the —all their favours and Kiſles.” 


| There was in Saliſbury, ſome fery years ago, a con- 
Freganns: of methodiſts in conne&tion with the late 

r, Weſley ; and amongſt the poorer members, a 
young man, who' with honourable profeſſions, paid 
is addreſſes to a young woman, They generally - 
met in the duſk of the evening, after their daily la- 
bour was ended. One evening in particular he prefled 
her to marry him; it was mutually agreed on, and 
the day fixt for the cele\ration of their nuptials ; and 
by way of binding the bargain (as odd as it may feem) 
he preſented the young woman with half-a-guinea, 
A tew evenings after, being in company with her as 
uſual, he began to offer rudeneſs to her; alledging 
11 excuſe, that as they were to be married in a few 
days, the congreſs would be perfectly innocent, But 
the girl reſented the uſage highly; and ſoon after, 
"complained tov the other methodilts 1n that city, of the 
inſult ſhe had received from him. The young man 
was accordingly challenged with it; but he ſliffly de- 
nied the whole ; alledging that he had not been in 
her campany for ſome time paſt; that he had madg 
- no matrimonial contra with her; and coniequently 
. did not give her the half-guinea aſſerted; and the 
man who uſually worked with him in the ſame ſhop, ' 
averred poſitively that he was preſent with them” on 
the evening in queſtion, at his uſual- employment. 
Upon this, the methodiſts awy/ely concluded, that 11 


3 | 
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muſt have been the deril. who had carried on this 
affair with the young woman ; that when he gave her 
the half. guinea, ſhe. had fold herſelf to him, and 
that on the day fixt for the marriage, he would come 
and fetch her away ; or at leaſt that ſome great evil 


would befal her, | 
Peter Pindar, in his ode to the devil, ſays, 


& What thouſands hourly bent on fin, 

&« With ſuppiications cl thee in, 
& -Fo aid them to purſue it ; 

& Yet when detect=:!, with a lie 

« Ripe at their fingers erids, they cryy 
« The devil bid me do 11.” 


As Mr, Weſley was to be at Newbury ſoon, they 
prudently determined upon fcnding a deputation of 
certain of their meinbers to lun, for his advice in fo 
critical an affair; which was accordingly done. 
 Atter having tated the cale to him ; inſtead of open-" 
ing their. eyes, is ſo" learned a man ought to have 
done; he treated the whoie as truth; and directed 
them to jaſt and pray on that day when they expected 


ſata, to make his appearance; and after the deputies 


had left Newbury, he ſaid to the good people of the 
houſe where he then was, 1 thought a little faſting and 
prayer would not do them an harm. | 
The author of a lerter to Dr. Coke and Mr. More, 
publiſhed fince the firit edition of my Memoirs, informs 
us, that a gentleman of Cheſham had a daughter 
about ſeventeen years of age, whom he put into the 
hands of a merhod-it parion, to have her converted, 


and was exceedingly kind and liberal to him; and + 


we are informed that this raſcal converted her firſt, 
and debauched her afterwards. | 

So you ſee, my dear friend, by the above examples 
(were it neceflary, I could give you many more) that 
not all the converted and ſanttified females are bes 
come ſo abſorbed in the ſpiritual delights 'of the 
myſtical union, as to be totally inſenſible to carnal 
ronnettions; as we find that many among them are 


bleſſed with a mind ſo capacious, as to be abke to 


participate in the pleaſures of both. worlds, 
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— In this naughty world 
The garb of virtue is afſſum'd by vice, _ 
And hard it is for an experienc'd eye 
To ſay who merits. HuDDts. 


I am, 
Dear Friend, 


Yours, 


LETTER XXIV. 


Domeſtic happineſs, thou only bliſs 

Of paradiſe that-has ſuryiy*d fall ! 

Thou art the nurſe of virtue, in thine arms 

She ſmiles appearing, as in truth ſhe is, 

Heav'n born, and deſtin'd for the ſkies 'again, Cowyrn, 


Woman, man's chiefeſt good, by heav'n defign'd 
To glad the heart, and humanize the mind ; 
To ſooth each angry care, abate the ſtrife, - 
- And lull the paſſtioas as we walk through life. \ 
Art of living i} Loxpox, 


DEAR FRIEND, 


FTER a lony digreffion, I mutt | 

now return to my.« own affairs, | 

I continued in the above-mentioned dreadful fever - 

many weeks, and my lite was deſpaired of by all who - 
came near me. During which time, my wite, whom 

I atfeCtionately loved, died and was buried, without | 

my once having a ſight of her, | 


She was—1 cannot ſay how good—God knows, I 
ADRIAN. 


What added much to my misfortunes, ſeveral 
nurſes that were hired to take care of me and my - 
. wife, proved fo abandoned and depraved as to have . 
loſt all ſenſe of moral obligation, and agar tender - 


\ 
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feeling for one who to all appearanee was juſt on the 
point of death: ſeveral of thefe monſters in female 
thape robbed my drawers of linen, &c..and kept them- 
ſelves drunk with gin, while I lay unable to' move in 
my bed, and was ready to perith, partly owing to 
want of cleanlineſs and proper care. Thus ſituated, 


I muſt inevitably have fallen a viftim, had it not 
been for my ſiſter Dorothy, wife of Mr. Northam of 


Lambeth, and my fiſter Elizabeth, wife of Mr, Bell 
11 H0ho, | 


— dreadful are the ills 
Vhich cruel fortune brings on human kind, 
FraANCK LIN'S Sophocles 


Theſe kind fiſlers, as ſoon as they were informed 
of the cGeplorable ſlate in waich I lay, notwithſtand- 
ing jome miltunderſtandins which -ſubfiſted between 
us, and prevented m: trum ſending for them, haſtened 
to inc, and cach jat up with me alternately, ſo that 
I had one or the otaer with me every night; and, con-+ 
trary to all expectation, I r:covered, But this reco- 
very was in a very flow minner,. 

Health, lovieſt handmaid of the immortal train, 
With thee may all my future moments flow, 
Of this ſhort Hfe what fl»-eting hours remain ; ; 
Come thou and tinge thein with thy chearful glow. 
BELOF,. 


As ſoon as I was abl: to enquire 1nto the ſtate of 
my affairs, I found: that Mr. Wheeler, fack and rope» 
maker in Old-ſtreet, Meflrs. Bottomley ani Shaw, 
carpenters and ſaſh-makers in Bunhill-row, had ſaved 
me from ruin, by locking up my ſhop, which con- 


tained my little a/l. Had not this been done, the - 


nurſes would no doubt have contrived means to have 


emptied my ſhop, as effeCtually as they had done my 


drawers, | | 
The above gentlemen not only took care of my 
ſhop, but alſo advanced money to pay ſuch expences 


as occurred; and as my wife was dead, they afliſted 


in making my will in favour of my mother. 
Theſe worthy gentlemen belong te Mr. Weſley's 
ſociety (notwithſtanding thay bave imbibed many 
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_ enthuſiaſtic whims) they would be an honour to any 


ſociety, and are a credit to human nature, I ho 
that I never ſhall recolle& their kindneſs without be« 
ing filled with the warmelt ſentiments of gratituds 
towards them, ; ; | 
I never had any opportunity of returning Mr. 
Wheeler's kindneſs. . But Meſirs. Bottomley and 
Shaw have received many hundred pounds of me for 
work, and are ſtill my carpenters, and ever ſhall be 
as long as I ſhall live near them, and have a houſe 
to repair. | 
« He that hath Nature in him muſt be grateful : 
- « ”Tis the Creator's primary great law, 
_ © That links the chain of being to each other, 
« Joining the greater to the leffer nature, 


- « Tying the weak and ſtrong, the poor and powerful, 
. ©« Subduing men to brutes, and even brutes to men.” 


There is a fine paſſage in Ajax, a tragedy by So» 


Phocles, as'tranilated by Dr. Francklin, and as it is a 


wife ſpeaking to her huſband, is the more remarkable. 
"Tecmeſla fays to Ajax, Ws : 


, c — Thou art my all, 


« My only ſaſeguard : do not, do not leave me! 
« Nought ſo becomes a man as gratitude 
« For good received, and noble deeds are ftill 
« The offspring of beneyolence, whilſt he. 

+ -<< With whom remembrance dies of bleſlings paſt, 
« Is vile and worthleſs.” * . 


There are alfo two fine lines on this ſubject in W. 
Whitehead's Epiſtle to Dr, Lowth, which I muſtquote. 


© 9. The hext virtue to beſtowing good, 
«© Thou Know'ſt, is gratitude for goad beſtow'd,” 


\On my recovery I alfo learnt that Miſs Dorcas 
Turton (the young woman. that kept the houſe, and 
of whom I then rented the ſhop, parlour, kitchen and 

arret) having outwof kindneſs to my wife, occa- 
Lonally aſſiſted her during her illneſs, had caught the 
ſame dreadful diſorder ; ſhe was then very dangerouſly 
ill, and people ſhunned the houſe as much as if the 
plague had been in it. So that when I opened my 
ſhop- again, I was ſtared at as though I had atually 
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teturned from the other world; and it was a confider- | 


able time before many of my former cuſtomers could 
cre:lit that I really was in exiſtence, it having been 
repeatcdly reported that I was alfo dead, 

Montaigne ſays © That ſorrow is a paſſion whick 
the world has endzavoured to honour, by cloathing 
it with the godly titles of wiſdom, virtue, &c, which 
is a fooliſh and vile diſguiſe; the Italians call it by 
_ its proper name, #/l-nature ; for, in truth (ſays he) it 1s 
always a mean baſe paſhon; and for that reaſon the 
{toicks forbid their wiſe men to be any way affetd 
with ite”? 

Whether Montaigne is right or not, I will not deters- 
mine; but I got rid of my forrow as faſt as I could, 
thinking that 1 could nat give a better proof of my 
having loved my late wife, than by getting another 
as ſoon as I could. .v | 


Man may be happy if he will,, 

T've ſaid fo often, and I think ſo fill 
Doctrine to make the millions ſtare ! 

Know then, e:ch mortal 1s tn actual ſove 

Can brew what weather he ſhall moſt approve, 
Or wind, or calm, or foul, or fair. 


But here's the miſchief—man's an aſs, I ſay ; 

Too fond of thunder, light'niag, ſtorm, and rain ; 
He hides the charming, chearing ray, * 

That ſpreads a ſmile, o'er hl! and plain ! 
Dark he muſt court the ſcull, ard ſpade, and ſhroud, 
The miſtreſs of bis ſoul muſt be a cloud ! 


_ 


P=zTER PINDAR. 


Miſs Dorcas Turton was a charming young woman, 
and you muſt now be made farther acquainted witl 
her. She is the daughter of Mr. Samuel Turton of 
Staffordſhire ; her mother, by marriage, till retained 
her maiden name, which was Miſs Jemima Turron, 
of Oxfordſhire, grand-daughtggr of the honourable 
vir John Turton, Knight, one of the Judges of the 
Court of King's Beach, Mr. Samuel "Turton had a 
large fortune of his own, and about twenty thouſand 
pounds with his wite Mits Jemima, but by law-furts, and 


an unhappy turn tor gaming, he dithpated neaily the _ 
H 


eds 


330 EIFE OF J. LACKINGTON. - 
whole of it, and was obliged to have recourſe to tradg 
to help to ſupport his family, | <A 


« ?Tis loſt at dice, what ancient honour won, 
« Hard, when the father plays away the ſon.” 


He opened a ſhop as a ſadler's ironmonger ; but be- 
ing but little acquainted with trade, and as his old 
propenſity to gaming never quitted him, it is no 
wonder that he did not ſucceed in his buſineſs; and 
to crown all his other follies, he was bound for a falic 
friend in a large ſum; this completed his ruin, 

His wife died in Jan. 1773, and his final ruin en- 
ſued a few months after ; ſo that from that time to his 
death he was partly ſupported by his daughter Miſs 
Dorcas Turton, who cheerfully ſubmitted to keep a 
ſchool, and worked very hard at plain work, by 
which means ſhe kept her father from want. 


The worſt of ills to poverty ally'd, | 

- Js the proud ſcoff, it laurts man's honeſt pride. 
SIN : OE ; Owtn's Juvenal, 

The old gentleman diced a few months after I came 
Into the ſhop. Being partly acquainted with this 
young lady's goodneſs to her father, I concluded that 
ſo amiable a daughter was very likely to make a good 
wife ; I alſo knew that ſhe was immoderately fond of 
books, and would frequently devote half of the night 
to reading ; this turn of mind in her was the greateſt 
of all recommendations to me, who having acquired 
a few ideas, -was at that time reftleſs to increaſe them : 
ſo that I was in raptures with the bare thoughts of 
having a woman to read with, and alſo to read to me. 


Of all the pleaſures, noble and refin'd, 

Which form the taſte and cultivate the mind, = 

In ev'ry realm where ſcience darts its beams, 

From Thale's ice to Afric's golden ſtreams, : 

From climes where Phoebus pours his orient ray, 

To the fair regions of declining day, | 

The « Feaſt of Reaſon,” which from xeapinG ſprings, 

To reas'ning man the higheft ſolace brings. 

'Tis Books 4 laſting pleaſure can ſupply, = 

Charm while we live, ang teach us how to die. | 
| LACKING T 0N's Shop Bill, 


-- 
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- T embraced the firſt opportunity after her reco- 
very to make her acquainted with my. mind; and as we 
were no ſtrangers to each other*s charafters and cir- 
cumftances, there was no need of a long formal court- | 
ſhip; ſo I prevailed on her not to defer our union 
longer than the 3oth of Janvary, 1976, when, for the 
ſecond time, I entered into the holy ſtate of matrt- 
- MOnyYs By ; | 


' Wedded Love is founded on eſteem, * 
Which the fair merits of the mind eng ige : | 

For thoſe are charms that never can decay, 

But Time, which gives new whiteneſs te the ſwan, 


Improves their luſtre. iN FENTON, 
I am, ey 
Dear Friend, 
Yours. 


LETTER XXV. 


Reaſon re-baptized me when adult : 

Weigh'd true from falfe, in her impartial ſcale, 

Trith, radiant goddeſs, ! ſallies on my ſoul! 

And puts delufion's duſky train to fignt,. YouNnG. 


All the myſtic lights were quench'd, _ Lene 


To thee, Philoſophy ! to thee the light, 
The guide of mortals throngh their mental night, 
By whom the world in all its views is fhewn,, 
Our guide through nature's works, and in our own, 
Who place in order being's wond'reus chain, | 
Save where thoſe puzzling, ſtubborn links-remain, : 
By art divine inyoly'd, which man can ne'er explain.” 
Le, | | y \CRABBE, 
DEAR FRIEND, 


_ Am now in February 1776, ar- 
rived at an important period of my life. Being lately 

- recovered from a very painful, dangerous, and hope- 
H 2 | 
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lefs illneſs, T found myſelf once more in a confirmed 
ffate of health, ſurrounded by my litile ſtock in trade, 
which was but juſt ſaved from thieves, and which to 
me was an immenſe treaſure, * 


Paſs ſome fleeting moments by, 

All at once the tempeſts fly ; 

Inftant ſhifts the clouded fcene ; 

Heav'n renews its ſmiles ſerene. Weſt's PixDar, 


The following lines by Ifaac Hawkins Browne, Eſq. 
on Pleaſure and Pain are alſo worth quoting : 


« Ceaſe then, ah! ceaſe, fond mortal to repine 
« At laws, which Nature wiſely did vrdain ; 
« Pleaſure, what 15 it ? rightly to define, 
« *Tis but a ſhort-lived interval from Pain; 
 « Or, rather each alternately renew'd, 
« Gives to our lives a ſweet viciſſfitude.” j 


Add to the above, my having won a ſecond time 
in a game where the odds were ſo much againſt me; 
or to uſe another fimile, my having drawn another | 

rize in'the lottery of wedlock, and thus hike John 
Renete, repaired the loſs of one very valuable woman 
by-the acquiſition of another ſtill more valuable. 


O woman ! let the libertine decry, , 

Rait at the virtuous love he never felt, 

Nor with'd to feel Among the ſex there are 

Numbers as greatly good as they are fair ; 

Where rival virtues ſtrive which brightens moſt, 

Reauty«the ſmalleſt excellence they boaſt; 

Where all unite ſubſtantial bliſs'to prove, 

And give mankind in them a taſte of joys above. 
; HAYWARD. 


Dr. Watts, in his poem entitled .Few Happy 
Matches, ſuppoſes that ſouls come forth in pairs, 
male and female,” and that the reaſon why there are ſo 
many unhappy matches, 1s occaſioned by many ſouls 
loling their partners in the way to this lower world, 
Thar the happy matches takes place when ſoals ar- 
rive ſafe, and meeting again inftinftively, unpel the 
bodics they animate. towards each other, ſo as to 
produce an hymeneal union. Thus, according to the 
200d doftor's hypotheſis, it muit be very dangerous 
indeed for a perſon to be marricd more than once; 
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but perbaps ſuch caſes as\mine, might be exceptions 
to the general rule, and three ſouls might come- out 
together ; but how very fortunate was I'to meet with 
both my partners. 


- 


Marriage 1s itſelf, I take it, 
Juſt as the parties pleaſe to make it. 


\ 


HUMPHREYS. 


Reflefting on the above united circumſtances, I 
found in my heart an unuſual ſenſation, ſuch as unnl 
then I had been a ſtranger to, and ſomething within 
me adopted the ſentiments of Anacrcor, when he 
ſaid, 

« Hence, ſorrows, hence, nor rudely dare 
« Diſturb my tranſient ſpan ; 


« Be mine to live (adieu to care) 
« As cheerful as I can.” 


My mind began to expand, intellectual light and plea- 
ſure broke in and diſpelled the gloom of tanatical me- 
lancholy ; the ſourneſs of my natural temper, which 
ha. been much increaſed by ſuperſtition, (called by 
Owitt, ** the ſpleen of the ſoul,”) in part gave way, 
and was ſucceeded by cheerfulneſs, and ſome degree 
of good-nature. Prot 


As when a wretch from thick polluted air, 

And dungeon-horrors by kind fate diſcharg'd, 

Climbs ſome fair eminence, wh re tier pare, 
Surrounds him, and Elyfian profpects rife, 

His heart exults, his ſpirits c-| their load | 

As if new born he triumphs in the change. YouxG. 


It was in one of theſe cheerful m-ods that 
T one day took up the Life of John Buncle ; and it 
1s impoſſible for my friend to. imagine with what 
eagerne.s and pleaſure I read through the whole four 
volumes of this whimſical, ſenfible, pleafing work ; 
it was written by Thomas Amory, Eſq. (who was 
living in the year 1788, at the great age of 97). I 
| know not of any work more proper to be put 1nto the- 
hands of a poor ignorant, bigotted, ſuperſtitious me- 
thodiſt; but the misfortune is, that ſcarce one of 
them will read any thing but what ſuits with their 
own narrow notions, ſo that they {hut themſelves up 
in darkneſs, and _—_ every ray of intellectual 


3 
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light; which puts me in mind of the enthuſiaſts on 
the banks of the Ganges, who will not look at any 
thing beyond the tips of their noſes, By the time I 
had gone through the laſt volume, 


My ſoul had took its freedom ups "GREEN. 


John Buncle's merry life puts me in mind of Peter 
-Pindar's ſenfible, whimfical lines : 


«© Who told man that he muſt be curs'd on earth ? 
« The GOD of NATURE? no ſuch thing ! 

« Heav'n whiſper'd him, the moment of his birth, 
* Don'tcry, my lad, but dance and fing ; 

« Don't he too wiſe, and be an ape, 

« In colcurs let the ſoul be dreſs'd, not crape. 


« Poſes ſhall ſmooth LIFE's journey, and adorn ; 
« Yet mind me if, through want of grace, 

« Thou mear'ſt to fling the bleiling in my face, 
« Thou haſt full leave to tread upon a thorn,” 


Ye: ſome there are, of men I think the worft, 

Poor inws ! wihappy if they cair't be curs'd ; 
For ever hrovding over nys'ry's eggs, 

As thongh life's pleaſure were a deadly fin 

M:-nHng for ever for a gin 

To catch their happineſs by the legs. 


I al» received great benefits from reading Coven« 
try's Philemon to Hyda'pes; it confiſts of dialogues 
on falſe religion, extravagant devotion, &e. in which 
are many very.curious remarks on viſionaries of va- 
rious. ages and ſets... This work 1s complete in five 
parts ottavo. There has al'o been a decent Scotch 
edition, publiſhed'in twelves ; both editions are rather 
ſcarce. 

I now began to enjoy many innocent pleaſures and 
recreations 1n life, without the fear of being eternally 
damn'd for a laugh, ajoke, or for ſpending a ſociable 
evening with a few friends, going to the play-houſe, 
&C. &Cs | 


The hours ſo ſpent ſhall live, 
Not unapplauded in the book of heav'n ; 
For dear and precious as the moments are 
Permitted man, they are not all for deeds 
Of adtive virtue, give me none to vice, 
And heav'n will not geparation aſk, | 
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For many a ſummer's day and wunter's eve, 

So ſpent as beſt amuſes us, 

We trifle all, and he that beſt deſerves, 

Is but a trifler—'tis a trifling world, Village Curate. 


In ſhort, I ſaw that true religion was no way incom- 
£25 with, or aw enemy to rational plea'ures of any 


ind. As life (ſays one) is the gift of heaven, it is 
religion to enyoy It. 


Fools by exceſs make varied pleaſure pall, 
The wite man's moderate, and enjoys them all. 
VorL TAlRE, by Franklin. 


T now alſo barks to read with grene pleaſure the 
rational and moderate divines of_-all Cenominations': 
and a year or two after I began with metaphyfics, in 
the intricate, though pleafing, labyrinths of which I 
have occaſionally ſince wandered, nor am 1 ever 
likely to find my way out, 


& Like a guide in a miſt have I rambled about, 

« And now come at laft where at firſt I ſet out ; 

& And unleſs for new lights we have reafoa to hope, 
&« 1a darkneſs it mu be my fortune to gropee” : 


F am not in the leaft _ on that head, as I have 
no doubt of being in my laſt moments able to adopt 


the language of one of the greateft men that ever 
exiſted. 


« Great God, whoſe being by thy works is known, 
« Hear my laſt words from thy eternal throne : 

« Tf I miſtook, *twas while thy law. I ſought, 

.& T may have err'd, but thou wer:t in each thought 
« Fearleſs I look beyond the opening grave, 

&« And cannot think the God who being gave, 

« The-God whoſe favours made my bliſs o'erflow, .. 
« Has dooin'd me, after death, to endleſs woe,” 


In the mean time I can ſincerely pronounce the- 
following lines of Mr, Pope : 
« IfI am right, thy grace impart, 
6. Still in the right to ſtay ; 


&« It I am wrong, O teach my heart, 
« To find the better way. 


Havin g begun to.think  raionally, and reafon frees 
&. 


p_ 
- 
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ly on-religious matters, you may be ſure I did not 
_long remain in Mr. Weſley's ſociety. No: 


A ray of welcome light diſcloſed my path ! 
Joyful I left the ſhadowy realms of deathy 
And haiFd the op*ning glories of the ſky. 
, Boyvp's Dante's Inferno, 


What is remarkable, IT well remember that ſome years 
before, Mr, Welley told his ſociety 'in Broadmead, 
Briſtol, in my hearing, that he could never keep a 
bookſeller fix months in his flock (all fanatics are 
enemmnes to reaſon), He was then pointing .out the 
danger that attended cloſe reaſoning in matters of 
religron. and ipiritual concerns, in reaging contro - 
yerftes, & At that time I had not the leaſt idea of 
my ever becoming a bookſeller ; but I no fooner-be- 
gan to give ſcope to my reaſoning faculties, than the 
ab»ve remarkable afſertion Qccured to my mind. 

Bur that which-rather haſtened my departure from 
met hodiim was this := The methodifſt preachers were 
continually reprobating the practice of maſters.and 
miſtreſſes keeping ſervants at home on Sundays, to 
dreſs dinners, which pievented them from hearing 
the word of God (by tht word of God they mean 
| their own jargon of nonfenſe); afſuring them if the 
ſouls of- tuch ſervants were damncd, they might in a 
great meaſure lay their damnaticn at the doors of ſuch 
maſters and miſtrefies, who rather than eat *a cold 
dinner, would be guilty of breaking the ſabbath, and 
11kking the ſouls of their ſeryants. How great was 
my ſurprize, when I d:iſcovercd that theſe very men 
who were continually preaching up faſting, abſti- 
nence, &c, to their congregation, and who wanted 
others to dine off cold dinners, or eat bread and 
cheeſe,. &c, would themſelves not even fp, without 
roaſted fowls, &c. | 

This I found to be fact, -as IT ſeveral times had oc- 
calion, after attending the preaching, to go into the 
kitchen behind the old Fourndery (which at that 
time was Mr. Wefley's preaching-houſe); there I 
ſaw women who had been kept from hearing the ſer- 
mon, &c. they being employed in roaſting fowls, 


Y Ho , 
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and otherwiſe providing 'good ſuppers for the ' 
preachers. Be 


« A cart-load, Io! their ſtomachs fteal ; 
« Yet ſwear they cannot make a meal |” 


& So,” ſaid I, © you lay burthens on other men's 
ſhoulders, but will not ſo much as touch them your- 
ſelves with one of your fingers.” , 

A ridiculous 36) rh of the ſame nature happened 
alſo ſome years fince at Taunton, One of Mr. Weſ- 
ley's preachers, whoſe name was Cotterrell, aſſured 
his congregation, from time to time, that every baker 
that baked meat on Sundays would be damned, and 
every perſon that partook of ſuch meat would alſo be 
damned ; on which a poor baker ſhut up his oven on 
Sundays; the conſequence was, that he loſt his cuſ- 
tomers, as ſuch bakers as baked their victuals on 


the poor baker's family was ncarly reduce 40h 
 workhouſe: when one Sunday paſſing by the houſe, 
where he knew the preacher was to fine he was. 
very much ſurprized to ſee a baked leg of pork Gar- 
ried into the houſe, and after a few minutes re- 
flection, he ruſhed in, and found the pious preacher 
eating part of the baked leg of pork ; on which he 
bid farewel to the methodiſts, 4X again took care tor 
his family. | 
It is perhaps worth remarking, that many poor 
hair-drefſers in Mr. Wefley's ſociety are reduced-to 
extreme poverty ; they cannot get employment, as 
they will not dreſs hair on Sundays z and I find that 
a poor milkwoman, who until the beginning of the 
year 17492, maintained her family in'a decent man» 
ner, was lately frightened our of her under{tanding by 
a methodiſt preacher; her crime was ieiling milk o1 - 
Sundays. The poor wretch is now confined in Bed- 
lam, and her five children are in a workhouſe. But 
driving people mad they treat as a trifling affair. A 
few weeks {ince; a methoditt preacher in (3rub-ftrees, 
in one of his diicourſes, made uſe ,of the following 
language to his auditory.—-* You ſpread a rar f 
am informed, that my aonne has ſuch effect upon 
b) 
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ſome, that they run mad ; but I ſhould much rather 
ſend five thouſand to Bedlam, than that one ſoul 
{hould be ſent to hell.” | | : 

1 at this time know a bookſeller, who being a me- 
thodiſt, is ſo conſcientious as to have his hair dreſſed 
on the evening of every Saturday, and to prevent its 
being. diſcompoſed in the night, he on thoſe nights 
always fleeps in his elbow chair. Indeed ſome tell 
the ſtory different, and ſay, that his hair is dreſſed 
Saturday morning, and by ſleeping in his chair he 
ſaves the expence of drefling on Sundays; others ſay, 
that the firſt is the fat, and that he hinted at it in his 
ſhop-bills, in order that the public might know where 
to find a tradeſman that had a very tender conſcience. 

I was one day called afide, and a hand-bill was 
poem me ; thinking it to be a quack doctor's bill 

r a certain diſeaſe, I expreſſed my ſurpriſe at its 
" being given to” me in ſuch a particular manner; bur 
on reading it, I found it contained a particular ac- 
court of the wonderful converſion of a John Biggs, 
when he was twenty-one years of age. M : 
Biggs ſays, that ever fince that time he has had com- 
munion wwith God his Father every hour, He publiſhes 
this bill- (he ſays) for the glory of God ; but that 
the public might have- an opportunity of Cealing 
with this wonderful ſaint and perfe&tly holy man, he 

ut his addreſs in capitals, John Biggs, No. 98, 
Erravd. T keep this bill as a curioſity. 

The following note was ſome years ſince given to 
the clerk, for the clergyman at St. Michael's church, 
Briſtol :=—* T, Mary Lockhart, return Almighty God 
wy moſt hearty thanks, for the benefits received in 
wy ſoul, rates the burning and ſhining lghts, Mr. 
Cennick and Mr. Hall. T have not only recetved re- 
- miſſion for my fins paſt, preſent, and to come, but 
am now entered into the reſt (or made perfe) of the 
c:ildren of God, Mary Lockhary.”* 

I wilt conclude this letter in the words of Col; 
Lambert, in' the ours of the Hypocrite,—-* x 
cannot ſee with temper, fir, ſo many religious moun- 
| tebanks impoſe on the unwary multitude ; wretches, 
who make a trade of religivn, -and' ſhew no- uncoms« 
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mon concern for the next world, only to raiſe their 
fortunes with ow ſecurity in this. I always re- 
ſpe& piety and virtue, but there are pretenders to re- 
lgion, as well as to courage # and-as the truly brave 
are not ſuch as make much- noiſe about-their valour,. 
ſo, TI apprehend, the truly good ſeldom- or never deal 
in much grimace, TI can never pay. the. ſame. regard. 
to the maſk that I do to.the face,” £ 


Where is the man,, who, prodigal of mind, . 
In one wide wiſh embraces human kind ?_ 
All pride of ſecs, all party zeal above, 
Whoſe guide 1s reaſon, and whoſe god is love, 
- Fair nature's friend, a foe to fraud and art— 
Where is the man, ſo welcome to my heart ! 
F J- Laxcnornte 


I am, 
Dear Friend, 


\ 


Yours. 


LEFT TER XXVE. 


Good morrow- to thee. : How doſt do 2. 
I only juſt call'd in, to thew. bs 
My love, upon this bleſſed day, 
_ As TI by chagce came by this ways . 5 
= BuTLER's Poſth, Works, . 


« Let not-your weak unknowing hand 
« Preſume God's bolts to throw, 

& And deal damnation round the land, 

 &. On each you judge his tog.” 


DEAR FRIEN Ds. 


| Had 'no ſooner left Mr, Weſley's 
ſociety, and begun to talk a little more hike a rational 
being, but I found that I had incurred the hatred'of, 
fome, the pity of others,.. the envy of many, and the 
diptcaſure of al/ Mr. nt x nes women | 


-- 


- 


" _. 
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No ſeared conſcience is fo fell, 
As that which has been burnt with zeal ; 
For-chriſtian charity's as well 
A great impediment A zeal, 
As zeal a peſtilent diſeaſe, p ; 
To charity and peace. BvuTLzR's Remains. 


So that for a long time I was conſtantly teaſed with 
their impertinent nonſenſe, TI believe that neyer was 
a poor devil fo plagued, | 
| Superſtition is dreadful ia her wrath, 
Her dire Anathemas againft you dart. HENXRIADE. 


Some as they paſſed by my door in their way tv 
the Foundery, would only make a ſtop and lift up 
thezr hands, turn up the whites of their eyes, ſhake 
. their heads, groan and paſs on. Many would call in 

and take me aſide, and after making rueful faces, 
addreſs me with, ** Oh, Brother Lackington! IT am 
very ſorry to find that you who began in the Spirit 
are pow like to end in the fleſh. Pray, Brother, do 
remember Lot's wife.” Another would interrupt me 
in my bufineſs, to tell me, that ** He that putterh 
his hand to the plough, and looketh back, 1s unfit 
for the kingdom.” Another had juſt called as he was 
paſſing by, to caution me againſt the bewitching 
ſnares of proſperity. Others again called to know 
if I-was as happy then as I was when I conſtantly 
. Tought the Lord with my brethren, in prayer mect- 

ing, in claſs, in band, &c. When I aſlured them 
that T was more happy, they in a very folemy man- 
ner aſſured me, that I was under a very great deluſion 
of the devil; and when I by chance happened to 
laugh at their enthuſiaſtic rant, ſome have run out of 
my fthop, declaring that they were afraid to ſtay 


under the ſame roof with me, leſt the houſe ſhould 
' fall on their heads, . | 


Each zealat thus elate with ghoftly pride, 
Adores his God, and hates the world beſide. 


]. LANG HORNET, 


Sometimes I have been accoſted in ſuch an alarm- 
ing manner as though the houſe was on fire, with 
«Oh ! brother! brother! you are fait afleep! and 


Py 


*%. 
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the flames of hell are taking hold of you ;*” which | 
reminds me of the following lines : | 
Were hell demoliſh'd now, 
Another muſt be had for you; - 


That providence were falſely nam'd, 
1t ſuch a monſter 1s not dam'd, 


: Lord GARDENST ON. 


A certain preacher aſſured me, in the preſence of 
ſeveral gentlemen, that the devil would ſoon toſs me 
about in the flames of hell with a pitchfork. This 
ſame eloquent mild preacher uſed occaſionally to ſtrip 
to his ſhirt to dodge the devil. 

Mr. E. a gentleman of my acquaintance, going 
through ſome alley, one Sunday, hearing a very un- 
common,noiſe, was led by curiolity to the houſe from 
whence it proceeded, and there he ſaw elevated above 
an aſſembly of old women, &c. this taylor, ſtript in 
his ſhirt, with his wig off, and the collar of his ſhirt 
unbuttoned, ſweating, foaming at the mouth, i'and 
bellowing like a baited bull. In the above manner 
it ſeems he would often amuſe himſelf and his con» 
gregation for near two hours ; 


Curfing from his ſweating tub, p | 
The cavaliers of Belzebub. Bu TLtR's Poſth. Works, 


Some of the Tabernacle ſaints aſſured me, that I 
never had one grain of ſaying grace, and that when I 
thought Sofa « child of God, I was only deluded 
by the devil, who being now quite ſure af me, did 
" not think it worth his while to deceive me any longer. 

Others adviſed me to take care of finning againit 
light -and knowledge, and piouſly hoped that it was | 
not quite too late ; that I had not (they hoped) com- 
mitted the- unpardonable fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, 
Others again, who happened to be in a better hy- 
mour, often told me that they ſhould ſee me brought 
back to the true ſheepfold, as they really hoped I had 
ence been .in a ſtate of grace, and it fo, that I al- 
ways was in grace, in ſpite of all I could do: the 
Lord would never quit his hold of me; that I might 
fall foully, but that it was impoſſible for me to fall 
finally, as in the end I ſhould be brought back og the 
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| ſhoulders of the everlaſting goſpel; for when God 
came to number his jewels, not one would be mifling. 

. One of theſe righteous men, after paſſing ſome. en- 
comms on me for my. moral character, affured me 
that I had by no means fallen 'ſo low as many of 

God's dear children had fallen ; but fall as low as 
they poſlibly can, ſaid he, they are ſtill God's chil- 
dren, for although they may ** be black with fin, 
they are fair within.** He then'read to me the fol- 
lowing -paſſage out of a pamplet written againſt'Mr, 
Fletcher by R. Hill : © David ſtood as completel 
« juſtified in the everlaſting righteouſneſs of Chris, 
© at the time when he cauſed Uriah to be murdered, 
* and was committing adultery with his wife, as he. 
« was in any part of his life, For all the fins of the 
6 elect; bethey more or be they lefs, be they paſt, pre+ 
6 ſent, or to come, were for ever done away. So that 
6 my one of thoſe! ele# ſtand. ſpotleſs in the ſight 
6 of .” Is not this a very comfortable kind of 
dottrine? The pernicious conſequences' of. 'fuch te- 
nets, imprefied on the minds of the ignorant followers 
of theſe quacks in religion, muſt be obvious to every 
perſon capable of reflection. They have nothing to. 
do but enliſt themſelves in the band of. the ele, and. 
no matter then how criminal their life !! _ —_ 
_ 'Fhus, my dear friend, I was for a long time coaxed 
by fome, threatened with all the tortures of the 
damned by 'others, and conſtantly teaſed. by all the 
methodiſts who came near me, © 
« Surrounded by foes, as I fat in ray, chaify 

« Who attacked like dogs that are baiting a bear.” 


T at laſt determined"to'laugh at alltheir ridicutous- 
erverſions of the fcripture, and their ſpiritual cant. 
As Peter Pindar fays,, | ADE. 
if 7 Jon My. honeft anger Voil'd to vievy. 
«. The ſnuMing, long-fac'd, cantingerew.”” 


For as Dr, Dalton juſtly remarks, 


« A conſcience void of blame her front ereas,. 
« Her God ſhe fears, all other fear tejets,”” 
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The conſequence (as might be expefted) was, they 

piouſly and charitably configned me over to be tor- 

mented by the devil, and every where declared that 

1] was turned a downright Atheiſt. But the aſperſions 
of ſuch fanatics gave me no concern ; for 


If there's a power above us, | 

(And that there is, all nature cries aloud 

Thro' all her works) he muſt delight in Virtue 

And that which he delights in muſt be happy.” 
Avpp1soN's Cato. 


And no matter © when or where.” After relating 
ſuch ridiculous ſtuff as the above, I think that I can- 
not conelude this better than with Swift's humorous 
and ſatirical account of the Day of Judgment; ſo 
humorous that I would not have quoted it, had it 
not been written by a divine of the Chureh of Eng- 
land, | | 

« With a whirl of thought oppreſs'd, 
« I funk from reverie to reſt, > 
* © An horrid viſion ſeiz'd my head, 
« I ſaw the graves give up their dead : 
« fovearm't with terrors burſts therſkies ? 
« And thunder roars, and light'ning flies ! ſ 
« Amaz'd, confus'd, its fate unknown, 
« The world ſtands trembling at his throne 
«. While each pale ſinner hung his head, 
. © Tove nodding, ſhook the heavens and ſaid, 
&© Offending race of human kind, 
« By nature, reaſon, learning blind ;. 
« You who thro' frailty ftept aſide, 
« And yeu who never fellthro* pride, 
« You who in different ſets were ſham'd,. 
« .And-come to ſee each other damn'd! 
& (So ſome folks told you, but they knew 
« No more of fove's defigns than you) 
« The world's mad bufineſs now is o'er, 
«© And1I reſenttheſe pranks no more: 
4 -—— TI to ſuch blockheads ſet my wit ! {4 
* 1 damn ſuch fools } go, go, you're bit,” HY 


I am, 
Near F riend, 


Yours. 


164 LIFE OF J. LACKINGTON. 


LETTER, XXVII 


wan Say, what ſounds my ear invade, 
From Delphi's venerable ſhade ? 
The'temple rocks, the laurel waves ! 
The god ! the god ! the ſybil cries, 
Her figure ſwells ; fhe foames, ſhe raves ! 
Her figure ſwells to more than mortal ſize. 
Streams of rapture roll along, 
Silver notes aſcend the ſkies : 
Wake, Echo, wake, and catch the ſong, 
Oh, catch it ere it dies, | 
The ſybil ſpeaks, the dream iSover,” 
The holy harpings charm no more, ' 
Jn vain ſhe checks the god's controul, 
His madding ſpirit fills the frame, | 
And moulds the features of her ſoul, 
Breathing a prophetic flame. | 
The cavern frowns | 1ts hundred mouths unclofe ! 
And, in the thunder's yoice the fate of empire flows ! 


Superſtition, a Poem. 


BEAR FRIEND, 


. HERE is a yery extraordinary 


paſſage in Rouſſeau on Fanaticiſm, .It is printed in 
his Thoughts, publiſhed by Debrett, vol. I. page II, 


«c 
6c 
cc 
ce 
cc 
«c 
6c 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
6c 
6c 
cc 


« Bayle (ſays he) has acutely proved that Fanati- 
ciſm 1s more pernicions than Atheiſm. This 1s in- 
conteſtable. What he has been very careful, how- 
ever, not to mention, and, what is not lefs true 1s, 
that Fanaticiſm, although ſanguinary and cruel, 1s 


ſtill an exalted paſſion, which elevates the heart of 


man, raiſes him above the ſear of death, multi- 
plies his reſources exceedingly, and which only 
wants to be better direQted, to be productive of the 
moſt ſublime virtues, (He adds) the argumenta- 
tive ſpirit of controverſy and philoſophy, on the 
contrary, attaches us to: lite, enervates and debaſes 
the ſoul, concentrates alk paflions in the baſeneſs 
of ſelf-intereſt, and thus gradually ſaps the real 
foundation of all fociety,'? 


- 
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I have ſomewhere read of a man, who having 
been cured of madneſs, he, inſtead of thanking his 
friends and the phy fician, was difplcaſed with them, 

for having deptived him of the happineſs he poſlefſed 
© in a ſtate of inſanity. And methinks Rouſſeau ſeems 
to be much of the * £0 mind. But how was it pofſh- 
ble that he ſhould fo glaringly contradift himſelf in 
ſo few lines ? Plutarch was the firſt that aſſerted, that 
ſuperſtition was worſe than Atheiſm. Lord Bacon, in 
his Efſays, ſays the ſame; and Bayle has inconteſtably_ 
proved it, as Roufſeau acknowledges, We know 
from a great authority that © Fanaticiſm 1s to ſuper- 
{tition what a delirium 1s to a fever, and fury to anger, 
He who has extaſies and viſions, who takes dreams 
for realities, and his imagination for propheſies, is an 
enthuſiaſt; and he who ſticks not at ſupporting his 
folly by murder, 1s a fanatic;*”” and yet Rouſſeau, 
when he acknowledges that fanaticiſm 1s ſanguinary 
and cruel, calls it © an exalted paffion, which ele- 
vates the heart of man, and ates him above the 
fear of 'death, multiplies his recourſes exceedingly.” 
Of all the abſurdities wrote by great men, this ſeems 
to me the greateſt. It we except that which he aſſerts 
in the following lines : ** Philoſophy attaches to lite, 
enervates and debaſes the ſoul, concentrates all the 
paſſions in the buſineſs of ſelf-intereſt, and thus gra- 
dually, fays: he, ſaps the real foundation of all ſo- 
ciety ?*” That the very reverſe of what Rouſſeau here 
aſſerts 1s the truth, muſt be obvious to every rational 
being: no one can help thinking he muſt have 
wrote theſe lines in a fit of inſanity, in a fanatical 
couventicle, $*, The ſuperſtitious (ſays Plutarch) are 
in continual fear of the divine powers, whoin they 
ſuppoſe to be cruel, and hurtful beings ; and be that 
fears the divine powers fears every thing. The land, 
the ſea, air, ſky, darkneſs, hight, fGlence and dreams. 
Even {laves forget their cruel maſters, and priſoners 
their fetters; but ſuperſtition fills the ſoul even in 
{leep, with prodigious forms and ghoſtly ſpectres,” 


But ill ſome frightful tales, ſome furious threats, 
' By=——= form'd thoſe grave and holy cheats, 
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Invent new fears, whoſe horrid looks ſhould fright, 
And damp thy thoughts. Crttcn's Lucretins, 

_ A much: greater man than Rouſſeau ſays, ** The 
only remedy for the infeftious diſeaſe of Fanaticiim, 
is a phileſophical temper, which ſpreading through ſo- 
clety, at length ſoftens manners, and obviates the 
excefles of the diſtemper; for whenever it gets 
ground, the beſt way 1s to fly fronrit and ſtay till the 
- air 1s purified, © The laws and religion are no preſer- 
vative againſt this mental peſtilence ; religion fo far 
from being a ſalutary aliment in theſe caſes, in in- 
fected brains, becomes poiſon.” 

6 'The laws likewiſe have proved. very ineffectual 
againſt this ſpiritual rage; it 1s indeed like reading 
an order of council to a lunatic, The creatures are 
firmly perſuaded, that the ſpirit by which they are 
actuated is above all laws, and that their enthuſiaſm 
1s the only law they are to regard.” _ 

.. & What cam be an{iwered to a perſon who tells you, 

that he had rather obey God than man; and who, in 
conſequence of that choice, is certain to gain heaven 
by cutting your throat ?” 


« Hence, to the realms of night, dire- demon, 
« Thy chain of adamant can bind 
& That little world, the human mind, 
« And fink its nobleft powers to impotence. 
&« Wake the lion's loudeſt roar, . 
© Clat his ſhaggy mane with-gore, 
«© With flaſhing fury bid his eye-balls ſhine, 
« Meek 1s his ſavage ſullen ſoul to thine ! 
& Thy touch Superſtition ! has ſeel'd the breaſt, 
& Where thro' her rainbow-ſhowery ſoft pity ſmil'd; 
& Has clos'd the/htart each god-like virtue bleſt, 
& To all the filent pleadings of his child. 
& At thy command he plants the dagger deep, 
« At thy command exults, tho” nature bid him weep.” 


Was it poſſible to keep the enthuſiaſt at all times 
free from fanaticiſm, I believe the miſchief to ſociety 
would not be ſo great, as in that caſe, enthuſiaſm 
would be a more harmleſs madneſs ; but it ſeems im» 
poſſible to keep the two charaCters ſeparate, which 15 
the reafon that the terms are often uſed by writers uns 
diſcriminately, _ | 


— 
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Enthuſiaſts and fanatics are in general conſcious of 
their own inability to reaſon, hence they all exclaim 
againſt it, and ** immediate revelation being a much 
eafier way to eſtabliſh their opinions,” they have re- 
courſe to it in all difficulties, and nothing is more 
common among the methodiſts, than to hear them 
afſert that they become acquainted with the truth of 
all the myſteries of Chriſtianity, by their being re- 
yealed to them by ** the Spirit of the Lord.” Mr, 
Locke ſays, (ſpeaking of enthuſiaſts) * They under- 
ſtand that God has promiſed to enlighten the mind, 
by a ray darted into the mind immediately from the 
fountain of light; and who then has ſo good a title 
ro expect it, as thoſe who are his peculiar people.”? 
* Their minds being thus prepared, whatever 
groundleſs opinion comes to ſettle itſelf ſtrongly upon 


their fancies, is an illumination from God, And 


whatever odd ation, they find in themſelves a ſtrong 


inclination to do, that impulſe is concluded to be a 
call from heaven, and muſt be obeyed ; it 1s a com- 
miſſion from above, and they cannot err in executing” 


it. 9 


« This I take to be properly enthufiaſm, which, 


though founded neither on reaſon nor divine revela- 


tion, but rifing from the conceits of a warmed, or 
over-weening brain, works, yet where it once gets 
footing, more powerfully on the perſuafions and 
actions of men, than either of thoſe two, or both to- - 


gether.;- men being moſt forwardly obedient to the 
impulſes they receive from themſelves, and the whole 


man 1s ſure to at more vigorouſly where the whole is. 


carried by a natural motion. For ſtrong conceit, ke 


a new principle, carries all eafily with it, when got 


above: common ſenſe; and freed from all reſtraint, 


of reaſon, and check of refletion, it 1s heightened. 


into a divine authority, in concurrence with our owa 
temper and inclination,” F.2 


— fc hn nw 

Like a ſtrong ſpirit, charm'd into a tree, 

That leaps and moves the wood without a wind 3 
The rouſed god, as all the while he lay 
Entomb's alive, ſtarts, and dilates himſelf; 


1 
| 
| 


168 LIFE OF J. LACKINGTON. 
. He ſtruggles, and he tears my aged trunk 
With holy fury : my old arteries burſt ; 
My fhrivell's ſkin, like parchment, crackles at the holy fire, 
DxyDrn's CEdipus. 


Theſe impulſes and revelations have been made the 
pretext not only for thouſands of abſurdities and ri- 
diculous whims, but alſo for every kind of wicked- 
neſs. It is but a few years fince, there were in Po« 
land a ſect of theſe fanatics, who all at once were ſeized _ 
with an impulſe to kill their own children, which - 
they did ok devoutly, in order to ſecure the falva- 
tion of thoſe innocent victims. Lucretius ſays, 


« Such impious uſe was of religion made, - 
« Such dev'liſh acts religion could perſuade.” 


What, my dear friend, can preſerve mankind from 
this peſtilence- ſo eftectually as philoſophy, which 
Rouſſeau attempts to. degrade,” © Paintul and cor- 
poral puniſhment (ſays Beccaria) ſhould never be ap- 
plied to. fanaticiſm, for being founded on pride, it 
groreea in perſecution. Infamy and ridicule only 
hould be employed againſt fanatics; in the firit, 
their pride will be overbalanced by the pride of the 
people; and we judge of the power of the ſecond, if 
we conſider that even truth is obliged to ſummon all 
her force, attacked with error arm«d- with ridicule, 
Thus by oppoſing one paſſion to another, and opinion 
to opinion, a wile legitlator puts an end to the adm1- 
ration of the populace occaſioned by a falſe principle, 
the original abſurdity of which 1s veiled by foie 
well deduced conſequences.” _ _ FEE? 

It is for the above reaſons that I have- held up to 
ublic ridicule that ſe& of fanatics, among whom TI 
oft ſo much of my time in the early part of my ble; 

and for the ſame reaſons I hope you will read with 
patience a few more of my letters, in which I pur- 
poſe to excite you to join with we in laughing a little 
more at the abſurditics of the methodiſts, 


I am, dear friend, yours. 
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LETTER XXVIL. 


Tn London ſtreets is often ſeen 
A bum-drum ſaint with holy mien, 
His looks moſt primitively wear 
An ancient Abrahamick air, 
And like bad copics-of a face, 
The good original diſgrace, 

- BvrTLER's Poſth. Works, 


% 


« Some there are who ſeek for private holes, - 
« Securely in the dark to damn their ſouls, 

« Wear vizards of hypocriſy te ſteal, . 
« And link away in maſquerade, to hell.” _ 


DEAR FRIEND, 


T being generally known that T 
had for many years been a ſtrict methodiſt, fince I 
have: freed myſelf from their ſhackles, IT have been 
often aſked if I did not believe or rather know, that 
the methodiſts were # vile ſet of hypocrites alfoge- 
ther ? My reply has been uniformly 10 the. negative, 
I am certain that they are not in general ſo. The 
major part of them indeed are very ignorant (as 1s the 
caſe with enthuſiaſts of every religion) ; but I believe 
that a great number of the methoditts are fincere, ho- 
zeſt, friendly pgopte ; in juſtice tothofeof that deſcrip- 
tion it may not be amiſs to obſerve, that many artful, 
ſly, defi gning perſons, having noticed their character, 
connection, &c. and knowing that a religious perfon 
1s in general ſuppoſed to be honeſt and conſcientious, 
have been induced to join their ſocieties, and by af- 
ſuming an appearance of extraordinary ſanCtity, have 
the better been enabled to cheat and defraud ſuch as 
were not guarded againſt their hypocritical wiles. 
Rochefoucault ſays, that ** truth docs not ſo much 

good in the world, as its appearance does miſchief.” 
Making religion a diſguiſe, 

. Or cloak to all their villanies. 

BuTLER's Poſth, Works. 


C 


_- 
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F | E have alſo reaſon to believe that there are not « 
| Few, who think they can as it were afford to cheat 
and defraud,. on .the ſcore of having right notions of 
religion 1n their head, hearing what they deem or- 
thodox teachers, going to prayer-meetings, '&c., 
There are again others who think, that grate is fo 
free and ſo-eaſy to be had, or in other words, that 
as they can have pardon. for all kinds of fins, and 
that at any. time whenever they pleaſe, «they under 
*. this idea make very little conſcience of running up 
large ſcores, to which practice I fear ſuch doctrines 
as I noticed in my laſt, from the pen of Mr. Hill, 
. have not a little contributed. 


The wrath of gods, tho' dreafu), is but flow, 
With tardy footſteps comes th' avenging blow, 
If all the bad are puniſh'd, twill be loug — 

| Ere my turn comes to ſuffer in the throng. 
I may, find mercy from the power divine, 
They. oft o'erlook ſuch moderate guilt as mine, 

Crimes, quite the ſame, oft meet a different end. 

CY , ; Owen's Juvenal, 


TI have often thought that great hurt has been done 
- to ſociety by the. methodiſt preachers, both .in town 
and country, attending .condemned. malefaCtors, a3 
by - their fanatical converſation, . viſionary hymns, 
* bold and impious applications of the ſcriptures, &c. 
-- many dreadful offenders againſt law and juſtice, have 
- had their paſſions and imaginations ſo worked ntpon, 
- that they have been ſent to the other world in ſuch 
raptures, as would better become martyrs-innocently 
- ſuffering in a glorious cauſe, than criminals of the 
-* firſt magnitude.  . | 
A great number of. narratives of theſe ſudden con- 
| ' verſions and triumphant exits have been compiled, 
. many . of. them publiſhed, and circulated with the 
- greateſt avidity, to the private emolument: of the edi- 
. tors, and doubtleſs to the great edification of all fin- 
ners, long habituated to a courſe of villainous depre- 
dations on the lives and properties of the honeſt part 
of the community ; and many ſuch accounts as have 
not appeared in -print, have been afſiduouſly pro- 
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claimed in,all methodiſt chapels and: barns, through- 
out the, three kingdoms; by. which the good and, piops 
of every. denomination have been ſcandalized, .and 
notorious. offenders eucouraged to perſevere, truſting 
ſooner or later, to be honoured with a ſimilar degree 
of notice ; and thus by a kind of hocus pocus, be ſud» 
denly transformed into ſaints. os 

The following. remarks made by the compilers of 
th: Monthly Review for 1798, p..286. and are fo appli» 
cable to the preſent ſubjeft,thai I hope my introducing + 
the paſſage will nor be deemedimproper, - After men- 
tioning a couplet-in one of. the methadiſtical hymns z 
where it ſaid, | | 

« Believe, and all your fin's forgiven. 
. « Only believe, an! your's is heavens” 


they proceed thus : | | 
& Such doctrine no doubt muſt be comfortable to 
poor wretches ſo-circumitanced as-thoſe were to whom | 
this pious preacher had the goodneſs to addreſs his - | 
diſcourſe ; but ſoine (and thoſe not men of ſhallow | 
reflection) have queſtioned whether it 3s altogether 
right, thus to free the moſt flagitious outcaſts of ſo+ 
ciety from the terrors of an 'after-reckoning ; fince it. ig 
too, well known, that moſt oft, them make little account 
of their. puniſhment in .this world. Inſtead of the. 
* feartul looking for of (future) jadgment,”” they are 
enrapiured with the profpect of a joyful flight © to 
the expanded arms of a loving Saviour—longing to 
embrace his long loſt children.” Surely this is not 
the way (humanely ſpeaking) to,check the alarmin 
progreſs. of moral depravity; to which, one woul 
think, no kind of encouragement ought to be: given.*? 
I muſt obterve farther, that the unguarded manner 
in which the - methodiſt ' preachers make tenders of 
pardon and ſalvation, has.induced many to join their 
-traternity, whoſe.conſciences wanted very large plaiſ- 
ters indeed!! many of thoſe had needto be put under a 
courſe of mortification and penance, , but- they gene- 
rally , adopt. another ,method; a few quack noſtrums, 
which, they call faith and aflurance, dries up the 
wound, and they then make themſelves as hatetul by 


tg 


o % &- © 
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affefting'to have ſqueamiſh conſciences, as they really 
have. been obnoxious, for having conſciences of very 
wide latitude indeed. And notwithſtanding the af- 
fected change, they often are as bad, or worſe than 
ever. Butler ſays, | 


__& _——- That which owns the faireſt pretext, 
« 1s often found the indire&t'ft. 
* Hence 'tis, that hypocrites ſtill paint 
* Much fairer than the real ſaint; | , 
« And knaves appear more juſt and trae » 
' 4 Than honeſt men, who make leſs ſhew.” 


As a friend, permit me to adviſe you never to pur- 
chaſe any thing at a ſhop where the maſter of it crams 
any of his pious nonſenſe into his ſhopbill, 8&c, as 


| you may be aſſured you will, nine times out of ten, 


find them, in the end, arrant hypocrites, and as ſuch, 
__— ſcruple of cheating in the way of trade, if 
ible, : ", 
mT his uts me in miyd of one of theſe pious bre- 
thren in Petticoat-lane, who wrote in his ſhop-win- 
dow, ** Rumps and Burs ſold here, and Baked Sheep's 
Heads will be continued every night, if the Lord per- 
mit,” . The Lord had no objetion : ſoRumps, Burs, 


and Baked Sheep's heads were ſold there for a long 


time. And I remember to have ſeen on a board, 
near Bedminſter-down, ** Tripe and cow-heels 
ſold here as uſual, except on the Lord's-day, which 
the Lord help me to keep holy,” And on my enquiring 
about tHe perſon who exhibited this remarkable ſhew- 
board, at the inn juſt by, I was informed that the 
pivus tripe-ſeller generally got drunk on Sundays, 
after he returned from the barn-preaching ; which 
accounts for his not ſelling tripe on that day, having 


. Full employment (though poſfibly not ſo inoffenfive) 


elſewhere. | 

I alſo ſaw in a village near Plymouth, in Devon- 
ſhire, © Roger 'Tuttel, 5y God's grace and mercy, kills 
Tats, moles, and all forts of vermin aud venomous 
creatures,” But I need not have gone ſo far for 
pious cant, as, no doubt you muſt remember that a 
few years ſince, a certain pious common-councilman 
of the metropolis, advertiſed in the public papers for 
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a porter that could carry three hunired weight, take 
care of horſes, and ſerve the Lord. Of the ſame 
worthy perſonage I have heard it afferted, that ſo 
very conſcientious is he, that he once ſtaved a barrel 
of beer in his cellar, becauſe he detected it working 
on the ſabbath-day, which brought to my recol- 
lection four lines in drunken Barnaby *s Journey: 


« To Banbury came I; O prophane one! 
« Where I ſaw a prritane one, 

« Hanging of his cat on Monday, * 

« For killing of a mouſe on Sunday.” 


Mr. E—e, a gentleman of my acquaintance in- 
formed me, that a methodiſt neighbuur of his, in 
St, Martin's-lane, who keeps a parcel of fowls, 
every Saturday night makes a point of conſcience of 
tying together the legs of every cock he has, in order- 
to prevent them from breaking the ſabbath, by gal- 
lanting the hens on Sundays; as Col. Lambert fays 
Dr. Cantwell uſed to do by the turkey-cocks. : 

I have a few more obſervations to make on this 
remarkable ſect, but fearing I have already tired you, 
{hal reſerve them for my next; ; 


Seeming devotion doth but gild the knave, _ 

That's neither faithful, honeſt, juſt, or brave, 

But where religion does with virtue juin, 

It makes a hero like an angel ſhine. WALLER, 


I am, 
Dear Friend, 


Yourgy 


| 
| 
li 
I 
| 
A! 
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LETTER XXIX. 


Under this tone reſts Hud bras, ; 
A knight as errant as &'er was : ” 
The controverſy only lies, 
Whether he was more tool than wiſez 
Full oft he fuffer'd bangs and drubs, 
And full as oft took pains in tubs; _ 
And for the good old cauſe ſtood buff, 
*Gainſt many a bitter kick and cuff, 
Of which the moſt that can be ſaid, F WEE K 
He pray'd and preach'd, and preach'd and pray'e | 
| F Bv TLER's Puſth, Works, 


PEAR FRIEND, 


T is very remarkable that while 1 
was writing the laſt five lines of my former letter to 
you, on Wedneſday the 2d of March, 1791, I re» 
ceived the news * the death of Mr, John Weſley, 
who I am informed died that morning at his own 


Houſe, in the City-road, Moorfields, in the eighty+ 


eighth year of his age. He had no 1llnefs, but the 
wheels of the machine being worn out, 1t ſtopt of 
courſe, As I am on the ſubjet of methodiſm, I 
hope you will not deem it impertinent, if I devote a 
few lines to this great parent of a numerous ſect, 
whom I well knew, and feel a pleaſure in ſpeaking of 
wirh ſome reſpea. 
Several days preceding his interment, being laid in 
his coffin, in his gown and band, he was expoſed to 
the view of all his friends who came, and the public; 
and 1 ſuppole that forty or fifty thouſand perſons had 
a fight of him. But the concourſe of people was ſo 
great, that many were glad to get out of the crowd 
without ſeeing him at all; and although a. number of 
conſtables were preſent, . yet the pick-pockets con- 
trived to eaſe many of their purſes, watches, &c, 
To prevent as much as pollible the dreadful effects 
of a mob, he was interred on Wedneſday, March the 
gth, between five and ſix o*clock in the morning, in the 


burial ground behind his own chapel in the City-roads 
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After which, Dr. Whitebead (the phyſician) preached 
his funeral ſermon; but notwithſtanding the early 
hour, many thouſands attended more than the chapel 
would hold, although it is very large. 

As ſoon as it was known that Mr, Weſley was de- 
'ceaſed, a number of needy brethren deemed it a fair 
opportunity of profiting by ir, and each immediately 

ſet his ingenuity to work, to compoſe what he choie ta 

call a fe of him; and for fome weeks fince the funeral 
the chapel-yard and its vicinity have exhibited a 
_rruly 1 f. ſcene, on every night of preaching, 
owing to the different writers and venders of thele 
haſty performances exerting themſelves to ſecure a 
good ſale; one bawling out that þ:s is the right life ; a 
Frcond, with a pious ſhake of the head, declares his 
the real life; a third proteſts he has got the only genuine 
accotint; and a fourth calls them all vile cheats and 
impoſtors, &c. ſo that between all theſe competitors, 
the ſaints are ſo divided and perplexed in their opt- 
nions, that ſome decline purchaſing either; others 
willing ** to try all, and keep that which is g00d,?? 
buy of each of theſe reſpeCtable venders of the life 
and laſt account of that celebrated character; while 
the unintereſted paſſenger 1s apt to form a cuncluiion 
"that the houſe of prayer 1s again become a den of 
thieves. Thus we ſce thoſe holy candidates for hea» 
wen are ſo influenced by ſelt-intereſt, that it 


Turns meek and ſecret ſneaking ones, 
To raw-leads fierce and bioudy bones, HUDI|BRAS. 


1 cannet help rhinking that Mr. John Weſley, the 
Father of rhe methodiſis, was one of the molt reſpect- 
-uble enthufialts that ever lived; as it is generally 
thought that he believed all that he taught others, 
and lived the fame prous exemplary life, that he, 
would have his followers practice, The ſale of his 
"numerous writings produced nett profits to the amount 
'of near TWO, THOVSAND POUNDS per annum; and 
the weekly collection of the clafies in London ard 
Weſtminſter amounted to a-very large ſum; beſtleg 
This, ' great ſums were collected at the ſacraments, and 
QHove-teaſts, for Ry Fry private and publie 

Z 
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ſubſcriptions, &c, ,&c,” In a pamphlet which was 
publiſhed in the beginning of the year 1792, by an 
old member of their ſociety, it 45 aflerted that for the 
laſt ten years, the ſums collected in Great Britain 
and Ireland, have amounted to no leſs than Four 
HUNDRED THOUSAND POUNDS per annum, which 
reminds me of Peter Pindar's humorous lines; 


« Pye often read thoſe pious whims, 
_« Methodiſt's ſweet damnation hymns, + 
« That chant of heav'nly riches, . n 
«& What have they done ? Thoſe heat'nly ſtrains, 
« Devoutly ſqueez'a from canting brains, 
« But fill 'd theix earthly breeches.” 


Befides the above, many private collections are 
wade in all his focicties throughout the three king- . 
doms, fo that Mr. Weſley might have amaſſed an 
1mmenſe fortune, had riches been his object. But 
inſtead of accumulating wealth, ke expended all his 
own private property: and I have been often 1n- 
formed, from good authority, that he never denied - 
relicf to a poor pcrion that aſked him. To needy 
tradeſmen I have known him to give ten or twenty 
pounds at once. In going a few yards from his ſtudy 
to the pulpit, he generally gave away an handful of 
half-crowns to poor old people of his fociety, He 
was indeed charuable to an extreme, as he often gave 
to unworthy objects, nor would he keep money ſuth- 
cient to hold out on his jourizies, One of his friends 
informs me that he left but gl. 10s. behind him: and 
I bave heard him declare that he would not die worth 
twenty pounds, except his books for fate, which he 
has leit to-the ** general methodiſt fund, for carrying 
on the work of God, by itinerant preachers,”” charged 
only with a rent of eighty-five pounds a year, which 
he has left to the wite and ch.ldren of his brother 

_ Charles, | 

His learning and great abilities are well known. 
Bur : cannot help noticing that in one of, his publica- 
tions (ficpping ont of his line) he betrayed extreme: 
weakneis and credulity, though no donbt his mten- 
tions were good, What I allude to 1s his Pramutine 


Phyjic, a work certainly of a dangerous tendency, as 
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the majority, of remedies therefa preſcribed are moſt | 
afſuredly inefficacious, and many of them very dan- 
gerous, if adminiftered, The conſequence of the - 
tirſt 18, that while poor 1jgnorant people are trying 

theſe remedies (befides the very great probability of + 
their miſtaking the caſe) the difcales perhaps become” 
fo inyeterate as to refilt the power of more elheacious 
remedies properly applied ; and with regard to thoſe 
of a highly SG nature, how raſh to truit them 

in the hands of ſuch uninformed people as this book | 
was almolt ſolely intended for; eſpecially when ſanc- 
tioned by the naine of an author whoſe influence 1m- 
prefied the minds of the unfortunate patients with the 
moſt powerful conviction, Many fatal efiects, I fear, 
have been produced by a blind adherence to this 
compilation ; which carries. with it more the appear- 
ance of | being the -production 'of an ignorant opt- 
nionated old woman, than of the man ot ſcience and 
education. One melancholy inſtance 1s freſh in my 
memory; a much eſteemed friend having fallen an ' 
unmediate ſacrifice. to an iumprudent application of 
one bf theſe remedies. | & 

Permit me juſt to give you one' ſpecimen of the 
author's wooderfol abilities; by quoting a receipt, 
which if not an infallible remedy, muſt at leaſt be ac- 
knowledged to be a  ingular One. 


« To cure a windy Cholic.” _ 
«* Suck a healthy woman daily; ; this (ſays Mr. 
Weſley) was iried by my father,” 


Should you, my dear friend, be defirous of per- 
ufing a varicty of remedies, equally judicious as well 
as efficacious with thoſe of. Mr. Welley, you will meet 
with ample ſatisfaction by turning to ** Dom Pernety's 
Voyage to the Falk/aud Iſlands,” page 153 to 192, 
quarto edition. 

Many of the receipts there inſerted are fo ruly 
curious, I can ſcarce refrain from treating you with, 
a few ſpecimens, but ſome of them being very indeli= 
cate, I muſt be cautious in ſelecting; for, ike Simpkin, 


« 1 pity the ladies ſo madeſt and nice.” 
, I 3 


_ proved an e 
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Take the two following, one being no doubt an 
effeEtual remedy for a grievous complaint of that uſe- 
ful quadruped the horie; the other at leaſt equally 
certain for the cure of one of the moſt dangerous dil> 


_ erders human nature is ſubject to, 


© To Cure a Foundered Horſe.*? 


© Let him take one or: two ſpoonfuls of common 
falt 19 half a pint of water!” 


© For a malignant Fever,” - 


« A tive tench applied to the feet for 1welve hours, 
then buricd guzetly, or thrown down the houſe of office, 
and the patient will ſoon recover.?? 


It was a circumſtance peculiarly happy for the 
practitioners of phyſic, though no doubr a terrible 
iisfortune to the public, that the difterence-1n relt- 
gious pro_ of theſe two: reverend gentlemen: 

nal bar to the union of their medical 
abilities, which appear fo exactly correſpondent ; had 
fuch an event taken place, that horrid monſter di/ca/e: 
might by this time have becn:baniſhed from the earth, 
and the ſons of Aſculapius would be doomed to feed: 
en their own compoſitions or ftarve! The Rev, Dr. 
Fordyce, in a late publication, has alſo. given the world 
a remedy far the cramp, as &elzcate'as efficacious. 
But here, I think I ſee you ſmile at my cenſuring 


Mr. Weſley for fepping out of his line, when at the 


very moment I am committing the ſame error by ob- 
truding my judgment upon the ſcience of phyhc.— 
I ſhall only reply, many thought I did the fame when 
TI commenced bookſcller : and a friend once taught 
me the adage, (be not offended, *tis the only ſcrap of 
Latin I ſhall give you) ** Ne ſutor ultra crepidam.”” 
But the event has proved it otherwiſe, and T flatter 
myfelf every candid and judicious perſon capable of 
judging will think with me on the above ſubjet., I 
alſo muſt inform you, that in one diſorder I have 
been ſucceſsful even in phyſic. The fact is this: 
Mrs. Lackington havingſeveral times been cured of 
the dropſy in the cheſt, by broom tea ; I preſcribed 
it to others, nor has it once failed. The lait inſtance 
was 1n 1792, a young lady, an only daughter, being 
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nearly loſt to her family, ſhe having-had: the dropſy 
wo years, by my defire took broom rea, a little at a 


time, once or twice a day, weak or firong as ſhe 
could bear, She continued this for ſeveral months, 
by which ſhe 'perfettly recovered her health, and I 
hope ſhe will ſoon have a good. huſband, and get 
another kind of dropſly. But toreſume my narzative. 

W hat a pity that ſuch a character as Myr. Welley 
was, upan the whole, ſhould have been 4 dupe ard 2a 


rank enthufiaſt! A believer in dreams, viſions, im-" 


mediate revelations, miraculous cures, witchecratr, 
and many other ridiculons abfurdities, as appears 
from many paſſages of his Journals, to the great 
diſgrace of his abilities and tearning ; which puts one 
in mind of Czfar, who in his Commentaries turns 
bridge builder, and a maker of engines; of Periander, 
who although he was an excellent phyſician, quitred 
phyſic to write bad verſes; Sir Iſaac Newton's Expo= 
ſition of the Revelations, Milton's Paradiſe Regained, 
Dr. Johnſon's unmanly ,and childiſh Devotions, &c., 
&e. and (to compare {mall things with greater) J. L's 
burning author. | | 


This Verro's fault, by frequent praiſes fir'd, 

He fev-ral parts at try'd, in each admir'd ; 

That Verro was not ev*ry way complete, | 

*PF'was long unknown, and might have been fo yet x 
 But—mad, th? unhappy man purſu'd 

That-only thing heav'n meant he never ſhould; 

And thus his proper road to fame negleRe, 

He's ridicu!'d for that he but effeted. * DartacovurtT, 


However, I think we may ſafely affirm tha: Mr, 
Weliley was a good fincere and honeſt enthuſiaſt, who 
denied him/elf many things ; and really thought that 
he diſregarded the praiſe and blame of the world, 


e 


when he was more courted, reſpected, and followed - 


thin any man living, ruling over a huadred and 
twenty thouſand people with an abſolute ſway ; the 


love of power ſeems to haye been the main ſpring of 


all his actions. I am inclined to believe that his 


death will be attended with conſequences ſomewhat | 


ſimilar to thoſe which followed the dearth of Alcxan- 


der the Great, His ſpiritual generals will be putting. _ 
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that ſo many thouſand pious learned men 
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in their pretenſions, and ſoon divide their maſter's | 
conqueſts, His death happened at a time rather 
critical to the methodiſts, as the Swedenborgians, or 
New Feruſa'emifts, are gaining ground very faſt. Many 
of the methodiſts, both preachers and hearers, are 
already gone over to their party ; many. more will 
now, undoubtedly, follow: and the death of that 
great female champion of methodiſm, the Counteſs 
of Huntingdon, which has fince happened, will in 
all probability occafion another coniderable defeEtion 
from that branch of methowiits, and an additional re- 
1nforcement to the Swedenborgians; a proof of the 
tondneſs of mankind for novelty, and the marvellous, 
even in religious matters. TEN 
Great diſcoveries and improvements have of late 
years been made in various branches of the arts and 
ſciences; but valuable and important as theſe diſco- 
veries are, how trifling do they appear when com- 
pared with the aſtoniſhing and wonderful diſcoveries 
which have been made by the Swedenborgians, 'who 
are, it ſeems, beyond a doubt, ** the only true church of 
God,” by them the ** true ſcience of the language of 
correſpondence®? is diſcovered, fo that mankind are no 
longer left in the dark; the divine arcana 1s now laid 
open, and myſteries are no longer myſteries. *©* God 
in me ſpeaks to God in you ;” ſo that I can talk to 
you of feafting on chariots and horſes, and be per- 
fectly underſtood. Although they read any chapter 
in the Bible, without exception, publicly in the con- 
frag nnng, yet this excites no bluſh in the moſt prudi/h 
ady, or the moſt delicate virgin, they being quite 
fpiritual, and acquainted with the ** rue language of 
correſpondence,” They never notice- indelicate ex- 
preihons, being wholly occupied in applying the ſpi- 
ritual correſponding words. Theſe, my friend, are 
glorious diſcoveries indeed. And what a pity'it is 
ſhould 
have waſted ſo much time in endeavouring to explain 
the myſterious parts of the Prophets and the Revela- 
tions to no. purpoſe, but to increaſe the trade of book- 
ſellers. It was very providential 'for them that the 


Swedenborgians did not appear in the more early 
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ayes of the church; but a very great loſs ro mankind 
in general; the more 9, a- ut ſeems the great man, 
after whom the ſet are named, compoſed the whole 
of his numerous works under the immediate guidance 
of the Holy Ghoſt, which are more- valuable than the 
Bible, 1 maſt juſt take, notice of another wonderful 
community, EDT A 
In the beginning of the year 1786, a ſtrange ſect 
of rchgious fanatics ſprung up near Dumfries in 
Scotland ; the "firſt of whom ſeems to. have been a 
Lady Buchan, as from her they were called Buchan- 
ites. They were but few in number, and all lived in 
one houſe together, both men and women, and had 
all things in common. In 179r: an Engliſhman. of 
ſome property joined their ſociety, and gave all that 
he had to the common ſtock. The next day Lady 
Buchan proclaimed a faſt, which was to. be ſtrictly 
kept for fix weeks; this was. no ways pleafing to the 
Engliſhman, fo that aſter he had faſted two days, he 
apphed to the ſheriff, in order to recover his property 
trom out of the ſtock of the holy community ; but rhe 
ſheriff informed him, that as 1t was a free gift, it was 
not in his power to recover it.. ' - 

Lady Buchan at times called herſelf the Holy 
Spirit, and in that character applied ro my people 
10 order to make them converts to this new lect, 

The chief article of their faith was, that they 
ſhould never taſte of death, but ſhould be tranſlated, 
and when any one of them happened to die, the reſt 
{aid that it was for wantof faith; and when Lady Bu- 
chan Ted, they infiſted on keeping her unburied, 
declaring that ſhe coald not be dead: under this af- 
ſurance ſhe was kept a loag time; the magiitrates 
however at laſt had her buried by force, to prevent 
any bad conſequence that might ariſe from the horrid: 
ſtench, which began to make the neighbourhood in- 
fupportable. 7 | | 

A little before ſhe expired, ſhe called her followers 
near her, and informed them, that ſhe had a ſecret 
to communicate to them, which was, that ſhe was 
' the Virgin Mary, the real mother of Jeſus; the ſame 
woman'ientioned in the Revelations as being clothed 


ls; 


- 
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with the ſun, &c, who was driven into the wilderneſs; 
that ſhe had been wandering in the world ever fince 
our Saviour's days; that though ſhe here appeared 
wo dic, they wind Got be diſcouraged, for ſhe would 

- only fleep a little, and in a ſhort time viſit them 
again, and conduct them to the New Jerufalem. I 
had this curious account from ſome gentlemen in 
Scotland, except that part where ſhe calls herſelf the 
Virgin, which I added from the Bee for July 1791, 
A fhert time after Mr, Weſley's chapel was finiſhed 
in the City-road, an old gentleman was buried in the 
burial ground behind it, who on his death-bed in- 
formed his wife, that he ſhould ſoon come to life 
again; on which account. the door of the vault wag 
not faftened, and the old Jady paid him a vifit every 
day, expecting the performance of his promiſe, this 
practice did the cantinue two years, when the poor 

E —— lady paid him her laſt vifit, and was laid by his 


©s - » | 
I will make ſome ſurther remarks on the methodiſts 
in my next, | | 


"0 ls 
Dear Friend, 


Yours. 
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LETTER XEX.. 


More haughty than the reſt, the <o——_ 
Appear with belly gaunt, and famiſlyd face: . 
Never was ſo deform'd a babe of grace. DxvDEN., 


—— Qos made of conflagration, 
Of gulphs, of brimſtone, and damnation, 
Eternal torments, furnace, worm, 
Hell-fire, a whirlwind, and a ſtorm ; 
With Mammon, Satan, and perdition, 
And Beelzebub to help the diſh on; 

Belial, and Lucifer, and all - | 
1 he nicknames which 0d Nick we call. E. Ltavde © 


DEAR FRIEND, 


Arrmoven Mr, Wefley was 
pofſeſſed of a very great ſhare both of natural and ac- 
quired abilities, yet 1 ſuppoſe it ſcarcely neceſſary to 
inform you, that this is by no means the cafe with his 
preachers in general; for although there are amongſt 
them {ome truly ſeoſible, intelligent men, yet the 
major part are very ignorant and extremely illiterate; _ 
many of theſe excellent ſpiritual guides, cannot read 
a chaptcr in the Bible, though containing the deep 
myſteries, which they have the raſhneſs and pre» 
ſumption to pretend to explain. Many others cannot. 
write their own names, <. 


A maotly crew, from various callings ſprung, 
Some of you have been gipfies, others ſailors ; 
Some drays have whiſtling driven, or carts of dung 
And others mighty barbers been and taylors. 
; | Mart. BrRaMBLieEs 


But ſo great is the ignorance of Mr. Wefley's people 
in general, that they often negle& the more rational 
and ſenſible of their preachers, and are better pleaſed 
with ſuch as are even deſtitute of common ſenſe ; 
really believing that the incoherent nonfenſe which 
they from rime-to time pour forth, is dictated by the 
Holy Spirit, + þ Seri, IP, 


—— 


/ 
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Thus folly attends to the vapid oration, 
And madneſs miſtakes for an apt inſpiration. | 
| | AnTrony PaSqQuin, 


As theſe noiſy declaimers never ſcruple to call them- 
felves the © ſervants of the moſt high God,”” Am- 
baſſadors from heaven, &c; Peter Pindar, ſpeaking of 
one of that ſtamp, ſeems to think that if he was ſent 
from God, heaven had made a bad choice ; take his 
own werds ; 


« Whene'er I hear that ſtupid parſon H—, 
_ « God's houſe with ev'ry nonſenſe fill, | 

«© And when with blaſphemy each ſentence cramm'd , 

« And when I hear the impoſtor cry, 

« P've news, you raggamuffins, from the ſky ; 
« I'm come to tell ye, that you'll all be dami'd : 

I'm come from God, ye ſtrumpets—come from God— 
« I'm God Almighty's ſervant, hear my voice. : 

« Which if it were ſo, would be vaſtly odd, | 
« Since Heay'n would ſhow bad judgment in the choice.” 


It is always obſervable, that the more ignorant 
people are, the more confidence they poſſeſs. This 
confidence, or impudence, paſſes with the vulgar, as a 
mark of their being in the right; and the more the 
Ignorance of the preachers 1s diſcovered, the more 
are they brought down to their own ſtandard. Again, 
the more ignorant preachers having very contracted 
ideas of real religion and manly virtue, of courſe ſup- 
ply the waut of 1t with a ridiculous fuſs about trifles, 
which paſſes with the ignorant for a more ſanctified 


| deportment, and hence ariſes much of the miſchief 


which has been fo juſtly charged on the methodiſts, 
For by making the path to heaven ſo very narrow, 
and beſet with ten thouſand bugbears, many deſpatr- 
ing to be ever able to walk in it, have thrown oft, all 
religion and morality, and ſunk into rhe abyfs of 
vice and wickedneſs. Others have their tempers ſo 
ſoured, as tg become loſt to all the tender connex1ions 
of huſband, wife, father, child, &c. rcally believing 
that they are /iterally to hare father, mother, &c. for 
Chriſt's ſake, Thus is ſweet domeſtic peacs and hap- 
pimeſs for ever blaſted; 4 | ; 


L 
y 
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Enlivening hope, and fond defire, DAE 91 
Reſign the heart to ſpleen and care ; | 
Scarce frighted love maintains her fire, | | 
And rapture faddens to deſpair. Da. Jonnvov. 


Many have in a fit of. deſpondency put a period to 
their exiſtence, it having become a burthen too into-+ 
lerable to be born?z. Some have been fo infatuated 
with the idea of taſting to mortify the fleſh, that their 
ſtrict perſeverance in it has been productive of the 
moſt ſerious conſequenees:; Two inſtances of which 
lately occurred in one family, in the City-road— 
The miſtreſs was deprived of her ſenſes, and the maid 
literally faſted herſelf to death. Bedlam and private 
mad-houſes now contain many very melancholy in- 
ſtances of the dreadful effeCts of religious deſpond- 
ency ; not to mention the hundreds that have died 
from time to time in ſuch places, and the numerous 
ſuicides which have been traced to the ſame ſource. 
—— .Gloomy ſcene, | 
Eftrang'd from all the chearful ways of men,. 
There ſuperſtition works her baneful pow'r, 
And darkens all the-melanchoty hour. 
 Unnumber'd fears corrode and haunt his breaſt; 
With all that whim or ignorance can ſuggeſt. 
In vain for him kind nature pours her ſweets ; 
Fhe vitionary ſaint no joy admits, 
But fick with pious ſpleen fantaſticq woes, 
And for heav'n's ſake, heay'n's offer'd good foregoes.. 
: | W. MELMOTH> 
I knew one man who for many years believed hime 
ſelf to be the Holy Ghoſt, and endeavoured to make 
his acquaintance believe the ſame : in other reſpects. 
he appeared to be in his right ſenſes. | 
Mr. Bentley ſays, in. his. letter to the members of 
the houſe of commons, dated May 12th, 1791, that,, 
although -he had a fortune of one thouſand pounds, 
_ and naturally liked good living, yet that he lived on. 
horſe and afs fleſh, barley bread, ſtinking butter, &c. 
and when he found. that his eating ſuch things gave. 
offence to his neighbours, he lefr off eating aſs feth,. 
and only lived on vegetables, as the common fort of 
food. by their dearneſs hurt his conſcience. NS 
A few years fince I ſaw in a field not ſeven miles \\ 
from China-hall, Mi, Taylor, a ſhip-catpenter, of 


> ——— ——_— Ns oc —Y 
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Deptford, toffing up his bible in the air. This he 
_ often repeated, ad raved at a ſtravge rate. Amongſt 
other things, (pointing to a building at ſome diſtance, ) 
« That (iaid he) is the devil's houſe, and it ſhall not 
ftand three days longer!” On the third day after 
this, I ſaw with ſurprize an account in one of the 
public papers of that very building having been ſet 
on fire, and burnt to the ground ;| and thus the poor. 
itinerant diſciples of Theſpis who exhibited there, 
Toft the whole of their wardrobe and ſcenery. 
This religious maniac afterwards preached very 
often in Smithfield and Moorficlds; but he did not 
wholly depend on the operations of the Holy Spirit, 


- as at laſt he ſeldom began tv preach until he was 
nearly drunk, or filled with another kind of ſpirit, 


and then he was. a very powerful preacher indeed,” 


Great were his looks, His eyes with hollow ſtare 
Deep, Gceep within the burning ſockets roll'd, 
Like Gorgans creſt, or ſtern AleQto's hair, 
His tempeſt-beaten locks ere& and bold, 
With horrid ſhade his temples ſeem'd to fold, 
His beard, the reſt conceal'd, a black diſguiſe. 
| OrLANDo FuR1o090, 


But the good man happening ſeveral times to exert 
himſelf rather too much, had nearly tumbled head- 
long our of his portable pulpit; thefe accidents the 
mob uncharitably aſcribed to the liquor that he had 
drank, and with mud, ſtones, dead cats,” &c. drove 
him off every time he came, until at laſt our preacher 
took his leave of rhem with ſaying, © That he pers 
ccived it was 1n vain to attempt their converfion, as 
he ſaw that God had given-them over to the hardneſs 
of their hearts.?? = 

I muſt inform you that this devout zealous preacher 
lived many years before »this, and ſome years after, 


with a very holy fiſter, and begor ſons and daughters, 


without being brought into bundage, by ſubmitting 
to the carna! ordinance of marriage, 
Tf he errs now and then, and his faults meet deteRion, 
It but proves that the beſt are not heirs of perfection. , 
 ANTwonyY PAsQuINs 
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] have been lately informed, that his enthufiaſm 
_ and ſuperſtition, at laſt, entirely deprived him of the 
ſmall remains of reaſon, and that he died in a private 
mad-houſe. leet : | 
But although this holy man deſerted them, yet 
other fpiritual knights-errant were nat wanting, fo 
that a little time before the heaps of ſtones which lay 
for years in Moorfields were removed, for the pur- 
poſe of building on the ſpot, I have ſeen five or ſix 
in a day preaching their initiation ſermons from thoſe 
clevated fituations, until they could calleft a ſufficient 
ſum of money to purchaſe pulpits. Some of theſe 
excellent preachers received the whole of their divine 
education, and took up their degrees in Maorfields ; 
and in due time, after having given ample 'and ſatis» 
factory proofs of being properly qualified, have been 
admitted to profefiorſhips mw the noble College, fitu« 
ated on the ſouth fide of tho{e fields, generally known 
by the name of Bedlam. You muſt know, Sin, that 
many of the lazy yart of the community ſet up ſtalls 
in Mooficlds, to buy and ſell apples, old iron, &c, | 
ſeveral of theſe having heard ſuch edifying difcourſes 
frequently repeated as they fat at their ſtalls, and ob= 
ſerving the ſucceſs which. thofe kind of preachers met 
with, boldly reſolved to make trial of their ſpiritual 
gifts on the: heaps of ſtones, and have now totalbp 
abandoned their ſtalls, and are gone forth as ambai» 
ſadors of heaven, | | 
"—-- Thus poor Criſpin, crazy for the praiſe, 
Of pulpit eloquence, to preach-eſlays, 
His *prentice clerk ; his cobbling ſoul his ftage ; 
Flies to the. fields with tabernacle rage ! 
With Rowlaand's ſkill erects his orbs of. fight, 
Or turns them raviſh'd ! on the inward light !_. 
New faith, all-ſaving faith, proclaims aloud ! 
Wow deals damnation to the trembling crowd, 
Aſk'd why for preaching he deſerts his ſtall, ; 
(Bred at Mgorhelds, or Tot'nham) hear him bawl, 
Becauſe as how I. feels I has acall. 
| Busay's Age of Genius, 
One of theſe who cannot read, lately informed me, 
bat he had quitted all remporal concerns for the good 
of poor iguorant linners. a 


_ others he made a convert of the cterk of the pariſh, 


' the old fool of a clerk gave him the key of his houſe, 


guilty and condemned to be hanged ; but was reprieved, 
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' They added that by which themſelves were winners, 


It ſerv'd no purpoſes but ſaving ſtaness. _ | 
R. BenTLEY, EsqQ, 


John Turpin, a waiter at an Inn in Dartmouthy 
fome time late in 1791, made free with fome of his 
maſter's plate, and was whipped at the tail of a cart 
round the town, after which he went to Totneſs, 
about 12 miles from Dartmouth, and commenced me- 
thodiſt preacher ; and a few monthe after he had the 
aflurance to return to Dartmouth to proclaim his con- 
verſion, and to preach what he was plealed to call 
the goſpel, and in that capacity he ſoon collected to- 
gether as great a number of people round his pulpit, 
as before he h-d done round his cart; and among 


who entertained him in his houſe at free coſt. Some 
time in the ſpring 1792, as he was one Sunday morn- 
ing going towards the church with the clerk, he pre- 
tended to be ſeized on a ſudden with griping pains, 
and told the clerk that he muſt go back, on which 


and alſo a key of a clotet where he kept ſome brandy, 
and adviſed him to go and take a glals. On the old 
man's return from church, he mifſed a watch, and on 
farther ſearch he mifled another. watch, and upwards 
of twenty guineas in gold. And as the preacher was 
Rot to be found, he hired. horſes, and with a conſta- 
ble ſet off in purſuit of this heavenly-minded' raſcal, 
and about fhftcen miles from Dartmouth they took 
him, with the whole of the property on him. - 

Art Exyeter Afﬀizes mm March he was tried, found 


and 4s tince ſent to Botany-Bay, where perhaps he 
may have addreſs enough to get himſelf made chap- 
lain to Burriagron, as on his trial he told the, judge, 
that ii he would ſend him to Botany-ray, he would 
do much towards the glory of God, in iending one 
among the avandoned tranſports, who' call them to 
reþcniance, and bring them to Chriſt the friend of 
$nyers, Ry CT i WR bg 
But b<fore I take my leave of the fubjeR, 'T wilt 
wn tew words inform you how. the preachers. were: ga 


/ 
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verned and ſupported. Mr. Wetley every year or- 
dered the major part of his traveliing preachers in 
Great Britain and Ireland, which were' upwards of 
two hundred in number, to meet together, one year 
at London, the next at Briſtol, and the following at 
Mancheſter; this meeting he called a conference. At 
thoſe conferences, the buſineſs of the whole ſociety 
was tranſatted, new preachers admitted, and ſome 
turned off, or filenced;” complaints heard, differences: 
adjuited, &., Mr. Weſley having divided Great 
Britain into circuits, at thoſe conferences, he ap- 
pointed the preachers to every circuit for the following 
year ; and as he well knew the general want of abi- 
lities among his preachers, he limited their time of 
preaching in one circuit to a year, and ſo in ſome 
meaſure, made up the want of abilities by variety ; 
moſt of thoſe circuits had three or four preachers 
every year, and in many country places, they had 
but one ſermon a week from the travelling preachers, 
ſo that each preacher preached about twelve ſermons 
(ſometimes it may be twenty) at each place. In 
every Circuit one of the preachers was called the afſit- 
ant ; to him the various contributions were paid, and 
of him might be had any of Mr. Weſfley's publica- 
tions, He alſo admitted new members, or turned 
out any who were judged unworthy of bearing the 
high appellation of a methoditt. Da FR 

Each itinerant preacher had a horſe found him, 
which, with himſelf, are maintained by ſome brother 
or ſiſter wherever they go, as the preachers do not 
put up at any inn, and yet they have as regular ſtages 
to call at as the coaches have, they having made con- 
verts at convenient diſtances in moſt parts of Great 
Britain and Ireland. | 

Each travelling preacher was then allowed twelve 
pounds a year, to find himſelf cloaths, pay turn- 
pikes, &c.exclufive of what he could get privately out 
of the old women's pockets. But beſide's thoſe cir- 
cuit-preachers, there were in the yeir 1790, iv Eu- 
rope and America, thirteen or fourteen huncred,” of 


local holdersforth, who do not preach out of their | 
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own neighbourhood, and thoſe in general are moſt 

1gnorant of all. | | 
Many of the c:rcuit-preachers only travel until 

they can marry a rich widow, or ſome ignorant young 

convert with money, which has often been the caule 


_ of great unhappineſs in many reſpcAable families. 


The following poetical deſcription of the methodiſt 


preachers, is ſo much 10 my purpoſe, that I muſt 
1aſert 1t : 


« Every merham: will commence 

« Orator, without 2:04 or tenſe ; 

« Pudding is pudding ſti.l they knows 

« Whether it has a plum or no. 

« So, tho' the preacher have no {kill, 
« A ſermon'\s a ſermon {till. 7 


_ & The Bricklay'r throws his trowel by,. 
& And now builds-manfions in ihe ſhy ; 
«& Fhe Cobler, touch'd with bely pride, 
« Flings his «/d ſors and /ift afide, - 
« And now devyoutly ſets about 
& Cobbling of ſouls that ne'er wear out 3 
& The Baker now a preacher grown, 
&« Finds man lives not by bread alone, 
© And now his cuſtomers he feeds 
« With pray'rs, with ſermons, groans, and creeds 3 
« The Tir man, mov'd by warmth within,. 
« Hammers the goſpel juſt like tin; 
« Weavers inſpir'd, their ſhuttles leave, 
& Sermons and flimſy hymns ta weave; 
«& Barbers unreap'd will leave the chin, . 
- To trim, and ſhave the warn within ; 
TheHaterman forgets bis wherry 
« And opens a celeftial ferry ; , 
F « The Brewer, bit by frenzy*s grub, 
« The moſbing for the ago, tab , 
& Reſigns, !bþo/e waters to explore, 8 
, © Which +f you drink, you thirſt no more ; 
& The Gard'ner, weary of his trade, 
& Tir'd of the mattock and the ſpade, 
« Chang'd to Appel/cs in a trice, 
& Waters the plants of paradiſe ; 
© The Fiſherman no longer ſet 
& For $/5 the meſhes of their net, 
« But catch, like Peter, mer of fin. 
& For catching is to take them in,” 


T now take a final leare of metkodiſm, with af+ 
ſuring you, that in giving a general idea of the tenets... 
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*nd practices of a numerous ſet who have excited' 
mach public attention, I have invariably. had 1n: 
view to ** ſpeak of them as they are, nothing to ex- 
tenuate, nor ſet down aught in malice.”” Should you 
with to ſee the errors of - the methodilts particularly- 
expoſed, you may read Biſhop Lavington's ** Enthu» 
faſm of the methodiſts and papiſts compared. It 18. 
eſteemed a very good work, and will amuſe as well as: 
inſtruct you, In my next, T intended to have re» 
ſumed the account of my own affairs ; but an extra» 
ordinary publication will tempt me to add ons letter 
more on the methodiits, | 


I am, 
Dear Friend, 


Yours, 


LETTER NXXXI. 


Religion, faireſt maid on earth, _ 
. As meek as goed, who drew her breath 
From the bleſt union when in heaven, 
- Pleaſure was bride to virtue given 
Religion ever pleas'd to pray, 
Poſſeſs'd the prectous gift ane day ; 
 Hyporriſy, of Cunning born, 
Crept in and ſtole it ere the morn. CuvRrcniilhe: 


DEAR FRIEND, 


LTHOUGH I was many years- 
in connexion With Mr. Wefley's people, it feems, 
according to a pamphlet publiſhed a few months 
after the two firſt editions of my Memoirs, that T was 
but ſuperficially acquainted with Mr. Weiley and his 
preachers. The pamphlet is entitled, + A Letter to 


the Rev, T, Cake, LL.-D. and Mr. H. Moore,” 
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To which is.added, © An Appeal and Remonſtrance 
to the People called Methodiſts, by an eld Member 
of the Society.” This old member informs us, that 
he has been acquainted with the methodifts it wenty- 
eight years, and if their preachers are but half as bad 
as he has drawn them, they are a deteitable ſet of fly 
dece)ving villains. _ The letter was occafioned by Dr, 
Coke and Mr, Moore's propoſols for publiſhing Mr, 
Weſley's Life, in oppoſition te that advertiſed (under 
the ſanction of the executors) to be written by Dr, 
Whitehead. 

This writer informs us, that after Mr. Weſley's 
manuſcripts and private papers had been given vp to 
Dr.. Whitehead, the Doctor appointei to write his 
Lite, and this Life announced to the public by the 
executors as the only authentic work ; on a miſyunder- 
 Ntanding taking place between Dr. Whitehead and the 
preachers, becauſe the Do&or would not ſubmit his 
wofk :o be inſpeCted, altered, &c. and allo becauſe the 
Docior would , not co:fent to give the preachers at 
the conference, nearly the whole of the profits de- 
rived from his labours, they then ſent a circular letter 
figned by nine. of their head preachers, to all their 
ſocicries, adviling them 70 return the ſubſcriptions that 
they had taken for Dr. Whitehead"s Life of Mr. Weſley, 
and to procure all the ſubferiptions in their power for ano- 
ther Life of Mr. Weſley, to be written by Dr. Coke 
and Mr. Moore, + . 

The following quotations I think will pleaſe you, 
page 8, &c. * That Mr. Weſley was a great man 
1s an undeniable truth ; that is comparatively—Great 
amongſt lutle people.*? | > 01h. 3539 

« Nothjng cat exhibit his charafter as an ambi- 
tious man, more than the following anecdote, which 
J can give from the moit authentic authority. When 
a boy, he was in the Charter-H6uſe School; the Rev. 
A. 7 ooke, the author of the Pantheon, was then maſter, 
and obſerving that his pupil, who was remarkably 
forward in his ſtudies, yet he conſtantly aflociated 
with the. infeiror claſs, and it was his cuſtom to be 
ſurrounded by a number ot the little boys, haranguing 
them. Mr, Toqke once accidentally broke in upon 


= 
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him when in the middle of an oration, and inter- 
rupted him, by defiring him to follow him into the 
parlour, Mr, Welley, offended by being thus abruptly 
deprived of an opportunity of diſplaying his ſuperior 
abilities, obeyed his maſter very reluctantly, When 
they had got 1nto the. parlour Mr. Tooke faid to him : 
« John, I wonder that you, who are ſo much above 
the lower forms, ſhould conitantly affociate with 
them; for you thould now confider yourſelt as a man, 
and affett the company of the bigger boys, who are 
your equals.”” Our hero, who could hardly ſtifle his 
reſentment while bis maſter ſpoke, boldly replied ;— 
« Better to rule in hell, than ſerve in heaven.” | 

« Mr. Tooke diſmiſſed his pupil with this remark 
able obſervation to the afſiftant maſter. —That -boy, 
though deligned for the Church, will never get a 
living in it: for his ambitious ſoul will never acknows 
ledge a ſuperior, or be confin<d to a pariſh, 

&« That he was ſuperior to the prejudices he incul- 
cated to his followers, and with what contempt he 
ſometimes treated the lay-preachers, the following 
will ſhew :—Being at ſupper one Sunday night, (a 
ſhort time before his death) with ſeverat of the 

reachers, one of them obſerved that whenever Mr. 
Weſley travelled, he was always invited to the houſes 
of the neighbouring nobility and gentry ; but when 
the preachers travelled, no notice was taken of them, 
which he could not account for. Mr, Weſley replied, 
* Tt was the way of the -world to court the great, 
but Ifay, love me love my dog!” enjoying his triumph 
. with a hearty laugh at their expence, ._ 

After this old member's Letter comes his Appeal 
and Remonſtrance to the Methodiſts, which, as 
coming from an old methodiſt, contains ſoine very 
extraordinary aſſertions and facts, and letters more 
extraordinary, I ſhall give you ſome extracts from 
It in page 28, ** Faith is the ground-work of (me- 
thodiſt) evidence—it precludes the neceflity of every 
virtue—it is to be feared it has ſent more of its vota- 
ries to Bedlam than to heaven—is to wiſe men a 


Kumbling-block an uninteligible jargon of myſtical 
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| nonſenſe, which common ſenſe and common honefi# 


rejea,®? - 

Page 3o, 8&c, ** It has been computed that the 
contributions Taiſed among the members of the diffe- 
rent ſocieries in Great Bfitain and Ireland, for thr 
lait ten years, has amounted'to no lefs than FOUR 
-HUNDRED THOUSAND POUNDS per annum. 
-It has been further proved that about one eighth part 
of this ſum 1s appropriated to the purpoſes for which 
4t was raiſed, and the remainder 1s diſpoſed of at the 
.diſcre:ton of the conference, the preachers, and the 
ſtewards, This calculation does not include the 
enormous ſums known 'to be raiſed privately by the 
4nfluence of the preachers in their reſpeſtive Circuits, 
under the various pretenſions of diſtreſs, &c. 

« However, I do not pretend to rouck for the ac- 
Caracy of this calculation, yet 1 think it by no means 
exaggerated, What has come within my own knows 
ledge I can affert with confidence, and I challenge 


| any one to refute it, | 


« Of Kingwood School, 1 can ſpeak with certainty : 
for this foundationy Mary thouſands have been railcd 
which never will, wn I believe never were intended 
ro be applied to that charity. During eight years 
that I was at Kingwood, it not only ſupportcd itſelf, 
but produced a confidcrable annual ſurplus, 

« One of the maſters'of King's School, being de-. 


Acient in his accounts, he was judged an improper 


perfon'to enjoy any place of truſt, and was accordingly 


diſmiſſed, and appointed to a circuit as a travelling 
preacher—but any will do for that, who has but #1yu- 
dence and hbyphcr ify—no: matter whether he poſſetics 2 
grain of honey, Now if this was the caſe with re- 
tpect to Kinglwood, may we not conclude that the 
ſame iniquitous principle-peryaded the adminiſtration 


_ of the finances in all the different departments *f?® 


Page 33, &c. © O how long, ye ſheep, will ye be 


" the prey of wolves, who fleece and devour you at 


pleaſure! and, 


&ypoeriſy | 4 
; "« Open your eyes, and behold the wil/4in and 75% 


ye fools, be the dupes of inavery and 
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trite unmaſked, in inſtances of the:moſt flagitious 
crimes, and. deeds of the blackeft UYye?! perpetrated 
by wretches, whoin yon tamely ſuffer to devour your 
ſubſtance, and whom you cheerfully contribute to 
ſupport in idleneſs and luxury, which _brings into 
contempt the goſpel, and whoſe example has done 
more harm to religion, than that of the moſt aban- 
doned and profligate open finner: admitting at the 
ſame time. that there may be, and T hope there are, 
Tome honeſt and fincere men amongſt them. 

« To begin then with the late Rev. J. Weſtey. As 
the founder and head, he muſt be confidered as the 
primum mobile, or firſt mover of this mighty machine 
of hypocriſy, fraud, and willainy! Yet were his motives 
originally laudable in their intention, virtuous in their 
object, but unhappy in their canſ quences. This I 
will endeavour to make appear, by an impartial re- 
view of his life, character, and condut. I flatter 
myſelf that TI am in ſome meaſvre qualified, being 
totally” diveſted of prejudice, and having no interent 
either in repreſenting him as a /aint or a devil, 

* From what I have obſerved during near twenty«-. 
eight years that I have knowifſſſhim, I have uniforrly 
found him ambitious, imperious, and poſitive even to 
vbſtinacy. His learning and knowledge various and 
genera], but ſuperficial ; his judgment too haſty and 
.decthve to be always juſt = his penetration acute: yet 
was he conſtantly the dupe to his credulity and his 
unaccountable and univerſal good opinion of man= 
kind, Humane, generous, and juſt. In his private 

_ Opinions Hberal to a. degree inconſiſtent with ftrift * 
Chriſtianity ; in his public declarations rigid almoſt 
"to intolerance. From this obſervation of the mcon» 
liſtency of his private opinions and public declara- 
"tions, I have often been inclined to doubt his fince- 
"rity, even in the profcffion of the Chriſtian faith, 
In his temper impetuous, and impatient of contra» 
diction; but in his heart, a ſtranger to malice or re- 
ſentment; incapable of particular attachment to any 
individval: he knew no ties of blood or claims of 
kindred; never violently or durably affefted by grief, 
forrow, or any of the paſſions to which humanity 18 


© 
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ſubje& ; ſuſceptible of the groſſeſt flattery, and the. 
moſt fulſome panegyric was conſtantly accepted and 
rewarded. In his views and expectations, 1languine 
and unbounded, but though often diſappointed. never 
dejefted: of his benevolence and charity much has 
| been ſaidz but it is to be obſerved, benevolence is 
but a paſlve virtue, and his charity was no more than 
bribery ; he knew no other uſe of money but to give 
it away, and he found out that an hundred pounds 
would go farther in halt-crowns than in pounds; ſo 
that his charity was little more than parade, as he 
Ny ever cllentially relieved an object of diſtreſs: 
In fact his charity was no more than putting money 
to iniereſt, as the example excited his followers to the 
practice of the ſame virtue, and doubled their ſub- 
icriptions and contributions. In his conſtitution 
warm, and conſequently amorous; in his manner of 
living luxurious and ftrictly epicurean, and fond of 
diſhes highly reliſhed, and fond of drinking the richeſt 
wines, in which he indulged often, but never to ex- 
ceis, He was indebted more to his commanding, 
poſitive, and authoritative manner, than to any in- 
trinfically ſuperior abilities, | 
« Having thus given the outlines'of his charaQter, 
I ſhall only obſerve, that he appears to have been 
more a philoſopher than a Chriſtian: and, ſhall then 
Proceed to ſome anecdotes and eircumſtances which 
will corroborate my aſſertions, and juſtify my con- 
clufion. . | - T4; 
& As the work of God, as it 18ccalled,” was the ſphere 
, of ation in which he was more parcicularly and con- 
Wi ſpicuouſly engaged, and as I have ventured to queſ- 
Wu tion the lincerity of his profeſſions, it is proper that 
WM: T ſhould ſtate my reaſons for ſo doing. Firſt, then, ot 
converſion: in the methodiftical ſenſe of the word, for 
7 in the true ſenſe, I apprehend to be neither more nor 
leſs, than forfaking vice and praCtiſing virtue; but 
however, the methodiſtical ſenſe imports quite a dit- 
ferent thing, and it is in that ſenſe we ſhall view it. 
I have made it an invariable obſervation, that Mr. 


Weſley, although he was oftcn in company of ſen6- 
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die men, who were capable of forming an opinion, 
and preſumed to judge for thetaſelves by the light of 
vature, the evidence of the' ſenſes, and the aid of 
reaſon and philoſophy ; but. of ſuch, he never, at- 
tetnpted the conyerfion, In. his own family, and 
2zmongſt his relations, he fever attempted, or if he 
 4id attempt, he never ſucceeded: except now and 
then with a female, in whom he found a heart ſuſcep- 
tible of any impretlion he pleaſed to give. It 1s re- 
markable, that even the children of Mr, C, W. were 
never converted-—becauſe they, and moſt of his rela» 
tions, poſſeſſed ſenſe enough to diſcover hypocriſy, 
and honeſty enough. to rcjet the advantage the 
might have derived from aſſuming it, But what 18 
ſtill more extraordinary, ts, that out of ſo many hun- 
_ reds, who have becn educated at. Kingwood, in the 
molt rigid diſcipline of methodiſm, hardly any have 
embraced their: tencts, 'or become members of the 
ſociety. The reaſon is pretty obvious, they were 
taught tov much to unbibe the ridiculons prejudices 
the founder wiſhed to be inſtilled into their minds: 
-pliloſophy and methodiſm are utterly incomparible, 
When the human mind is fermed by the Rudy of 
piloſophy, it expands itſelf to the contemplation- of - 
things. | 
4. It is true indeed, the qvork was ſometimes attended 
with power among the children at Kingſwood. Con- 
verfrons were frequent; but never durable. I myſelf 
was converted fome ten or a dozen times ; but un- 
luckily, my eefe kader was detected in having ſtolen 
a pair of filver buckles. This was a dreadful ſtroke 
to the work, and a glorious triumph to the Qvicked one, 
The whole fabric of faith, grate, and*all its conco- 
mitant vices, as hypocriſy, Gc. We. experienced a total 
overthrow! -The ſerious boys, as they are called by 
way of eminence, fell into the utmoit contempt, and 
ever after, the /ender of a claſs was tiled Captain of 
the Gang: a corvert and a thief, were ſynonimous 
terms. SRD 

 *« A general converſion among the boys was - once 
effected, by the late excellent Mr. Fletcher : one poor 
boy ouly (excepted, a gan refuted the 
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influence of the Holy Spirit * for which he - was fe- 
verely flogged, which did not fail of the defired effec, 
and impretied proper notions of religion on his mind, 
'Unhappily "theſe operations of the ſpirit, though 
violent, were bur of ſhort duration. 7 

4. As'the*converſion of men and women is a more 
Nerious Eoncern than that of children, | will defcribe 
- one, to which I.was an eye-witneſs among the poor 
colliers at K:ngfweod, One of thoſe preſumptuous 
- 'and 1mptous fanatical wretches, who aſſume the 
<baracter of miniſters of God, and take upon them in 
his moſt holy name, 'to denounce his curies'and-ven- 
weance againſt thoſe who are far lefs guilty than them- 
telves: a fellow of this deſcription, of the name of 
Sanderſon, preaching to a congregation'of ignorant, 
but harmleſs people; this fellow took upon himſelf, 
wt the name of God, to condemn them all to eternal 
damnation, painting their deplorable fiate in the mo{t 
dreadful colours: ſome of .his heaters were ſoon evi- 
dently affefted by this diſcourſe, which he took care 
to improve, and taking the advantage of the kindling 
ſpark, addreſſed himſelt more particularly to them, 
whom he ſoon ©* made roar for the diſqutetude of 
_ their fouls.” The whole congregation were quick] 
atfected 1n.the ITke manner ; one and all ett, 
* Whatihall I do to be ſaved? Oh! I'm damned! 
I'm damned! 1'm damned to all eternity! - Whar ſhall 
I do? Oh! Oh! Oh!” Our performer obſerving to 
what a ſtate he had reduced his audience, redoubled 
his threats of divine wrath and vengeance, and with 
a voice terrible as thunder, demanded, -** Is there 
auy backfliders-in the preſence of God???” A dead 
and ſolemn pauſe enſued—till he exclaimed, ** Here 
is an old grey headed ſinner :?” at the ſame time ſtrik- 
ing with his hand violently on the bald pate of an 
| honeſt old man who fat under,the deſk; the poor 
man gave a deep groan; whether from conviction, or 
from the pain of the blow, -I know not, for it was far 
from being gentle. "The farce was not yet concluded. 
when they were ſtrongly convulſed with theſe convidtions, 
he tell down upon his knees, and with the greateit 
fervency, accompani-d with abundance of tears, he 
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extreated the Lord in mighty prayer, to have com- 
aſſion on the. poor .deſponding finners whom he had 
ught to a-proper ſente of their danger: the prayer 
continued 'about-ten; minutes, i accompanied by the 
ſighs and-groans of the converted and atarmed finners, 
in concert-makimg a moſt divine harmony: when ſud- 
denly-ſtarting np, he (pretended to- have received a 
gracious anſwer to his prayer, and with a joyful and 
{1niling countenance, pointing ' towards the window, 
_ exclaimed:u .Behold the Lamb! Where! - Where! 
Where! was: the cry of every contrite and returning 
ſinner; (and they were all of that deſcription.) There ! 
(continued the preacher, extending his arms towards | 
the window where he pretended firſt to have eſpicd 
the Lamb). In Heaven! In Colo! making interceſ- 
fion for your fins! And I have his authority to pro- 
claim unto you—* your tins are forgiven—Jepart in 
ace.”O, my deareſt brethren, how ſweet 1s the 
ſound of thoſe extatic words! ** Bchold the Lamb 
of God, who taketh away the fins. of the world !?? 
But. could you but feel the peculiar encrgy, the di- 
vine force, the rapturous and cheering import of the 
original, your mouths would be filled with praite, and 
your hearts with divine joy, holy extultation, and un- 
ſpeakable gratitude.—Only mark the ſound of the 
words, .even that will convey an inexpreſſible pleaſure 
to your ſouls, ** Hecca hangus Dei ! K: dotlit pektaltus 
Monday!” | Phe ſchool-boys '(who were ſeated in a 
pew detached from the' congregation on account of 
their prophane and contemptuous behaviour during _ 
tervice) iminediately burſt into a loud laugh, on one 
of the 'congregation ſaying, ** O the blefſed man ! 
We fhall fee him again on Monpay.” | 
In ſome pages following we have an account of the 
methodi(t preacher's. firſt converting his benefactor's 
daughter, and then debauchingher; alſo of a preacher 
at. Beverly, in Yorkſhire, that collected fifteen pounds | 
tor a poor man 1n great dittreſs, and rave him only 
hfteen ſhillings, reſerving to. himſelf fourteen pounds 
tive fhulliags for the trouble- of collefing it, with 
which, and wenty pounds more he was entrulted | 
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with, he decarnped the next day, to the aſtoniſhment. 
of the ſimple on whom he had 4mpoſed. 

I wiſh the author, as he propoſes, may ſoon giye us 
a more particular account of; the methodiſts, preachers, 
and people, and alſo of ſome of Mr. Welley's pri- 
vate opinions, &c, wa \ 

This pamphlet concludes with very curious letters 
written by Mr. J. Weſley ; and he informs us, in a 
note, - that the publiſher has his addreſs, in -order to 
direct auy perſon te the author, where they may ſee 
the original letters. I here give you the whole of 
theſe extraordinary letters-in order to help you to 

Brezk thoſe fetters bigots would impoſe, 


To aggravate tle ſenfe of human woes ! 
W. T. FiTZ6ERALP, 


Page 50, &c. 
** DEAR DIR, | VIP 
FOR your obliging letter which I re» 
. ceived this morning, I return you-thanks, 

** Our opinzons tcr the molt part perfectly coincide 
 re\pecting the ftability of the connexion, atter my 

head 1s laid in the duſt, This, however, is a ſub- 
ject, about which I am not ſo anxious as you ſeem 
10 imagine; on the contrary, it is a matter of the 
Utmoſt -inditterence to me; as I have long foreſcen 
that a diviſion mult neceflarily enſue, from cauſes 
- fo various, unavoidable, and&certain, that I hare long 
 fbace given over all thoughts and hopes of ſettling 
it on a permanent foundatiowv You do not ſeem 
to be aware of the moſt effeftive cauſe that will bring 
about a diviſion. You apprehend the moſt ſerious 
conſequences from a ſtruggle between the. preachers 
for power and pre-eminence, and there being none 
among them of tutlicient authority or abilities to ſup- 
port the dignity, or cominand the reſpect and exact 
| the implicit obedience, which is ſo' neceflary to up- 
hold gur conſtitution on its preſent principkes. This 
is one thing that will operate very powertully againſt 
unity in the connexion, and is, perhaps, what I 
might potlibly have prevented, had not a ſtill greater 
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difficulty ariſen in my mind : I have often wiſhed for 
ſome perſon of abilities to ſucceed me as the head of 
the church I have with ſuch indefarigable pains, and 
aſtoniſhing ſucceſs, eſtabliſhed; but convinced that 
; none but very ſupertor abilities would be equal ro the 
undertaking, was I to adopt a ſucceſſor of this deſcrip- 
tion, I fear he might gain fo much influence among 
the people, as to uſurp a ſhare, if not the whole of 
that abſolute and uncontroulable power, which I have 
hitherto, and am determined I will maintain ſo long 
as I hive: never will I bear a rival near my throne, 
You, no doubr, ſee the policy of continually chang- 
ing the preachers from one circuit to another at ſhort 
periods: for ſhould any of them become popular with 
their different congregations, and inſinuate themſelves 
mto the favour of their hearers, they might poſſibly 
obtain: ſuch influence, as to eſtabliſh themſelves inde- 
pars of me, and the general connexion. . Beſides, 
the novelty of the continual change excites curolity, 
and is the more neceſſary, as: few of our pfeachers 
have abilities to render themſelves in any degree tole- 
rxable, any longer than they are new. OTE 
The principal cauſe which will inevitably effe&t a 
diminution and divifiorr in the connex1on after my 
death, will be the failure of ſubſcriptions and contri- 
utions towards the ſupport of the cauſe, for moyey is 
as much the finews of religious, as of military power. 
If..it is with the greateſt difficulty that even I can 
keep them together, for want of this very neceſſary 
article, I think .no one elſe can. Another cauſe, 
which, with others, will effet the divifion, 1s the 
diſputes and contentions that will ariſe between the- 
preachers and the parties thac will eſpouſe the ſeveral 
cauſes, by which means much truth will be brought to. 
light, which will refle&t ſo much to theirdiſadvantage,.. 
that the eyes of the people will be opened to {. e their 
motives and principles, nor will they any longer con-- 
tribute to their ſupport, wher they find all their pre» 
tenfions to ſanctity and love are founded on motives 
of intereſt and ambition. The conſequence of which, 
will be,. a few of the moſt popular will eſtabliſh theme 
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ſelves in the reſpeRive places where they have gained 
iuff.cient imflucnce over the minds of the people ; the 
r-{t muſt revert to their original humble callings, 
But this no way concerns me : I have obtained the 
object of my views, by eſtabliſhing a name that will 
not ſoon periſh from the face of the carth, I have 
founded a {ett which will boaſt my name, long after 
my oitcipline and doctrines are forgotten. 

« My character and reputation fer ſanctity 1s now 
beyond the reach of calumny; nor will any thing that 
may t.ereafter come to hight, or be fail concerning 
me, to my prejudice, however true, gain credit, 

« My uufoild name, th' auſtereneſs of ray life, 

* Wil] vouctr againit it. - i 

__ Avd fo the accrſation overweigh 

That it will ſtifle in its own teport, 

' Ang tmelt of clnmaoy.” 


_ © Another cauſe that will operate more powerfully 
ard eftettually than any of the peceding, 1s the rays 
of phit-ſphy which begin now to pervade all ranks, 
rapidly difpeliing the mifts of 1gnorance, which has 


heen long in a great degree the mother of devotion, of 


laviſh pregudice, and the enthuſiaſtic bigotry of religt- 


ous opinions: the decline of the papal power 1s owing to 
the ſame nt: tible cauſe, nor can it be ſuppoſed that 
methociſm can ſtand its ground, when brought to 
the teſt of truth, reaſon, and philoſophy. 
ks | I am, &c, TR 
| | J,.W.” 
City Road, Thurſday, Morn. . | 
Our author informs us, that the following w-s 
Written tv a very amiable and accompliſhed lady, 
ſome years ago. The lady was about three and 
twenty years of age, _ | 


4. MAaDan, -. 


-. «TT is with the utmoſt diffdence I pre- 
ſuwe to. addreſs ſuperior excellence : emboldened by 
a violent yet virtuous pafſion, kindled by the irre- 
fiſtible rays, and encouraged by the ſweetly attractive 
force of tranſcendant beauty, the elegant ſimplicity 


' of your mauners, the facinating m2lodly of your vazec, 
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and above all, the mexpreflible fire of an eye, that 
the extravagance of the. muſes has given to the goddeſs 
of love: but which nature has beſtowed on-you alone: 


« They ſparkle with the right Promerbean fire !” 


« Beheve me, mv dear Madam, this 1s not the 
language of romance; but the genune exuberant ef- 
futions of an enraptured ſoul.. The unpreflion'of your 
eharms was'no leſs inſtantaneous than irreſiſtible + when 
firſt I ſaw you, 1o forcibly was I ſtruck with admira- 
non and love of your divine pertections, thit my ſoul. 
was filled .with ſenſations ſo wild and extravagant, 
yet delightful and pure! But 1 will not indulye in 
declaring what are my real ſentiments, leſt I ſhould 
incur a. ſuſpicion of flattery, Your mind, ſuperior 
to fulſome panegyric, unfufceptible cf the incenſe of _ 
affeted adulation, would; with juſt indignation, ſpurn 
at thoe 1mper inent compliments, which are . com- | 
monly offered with a view to impoſe upon the vanity 
and credulity of the weaker part of your fex: I will 
not attempt it; but confines myſelf to the dictates-of 
ſincerity and truth, nor ſhall a compliment eſcape my 
pen, that is not the ſentiment of a devored heart, 

6 As beauty has no poſitive criterion, and fancy 
alone direCts the judgment and influences the choice, 
we find different people ſee it in various lights, tors, 
and colours; 'I may therefore, withour a 1uſpicion of 
flattery, declare, that in my eye you are the moſt 
agreeable object, and moſt perfect work of created 

nature: nor does your mind ſeem to partale leis of 
the divinity than your perſon, " "wy 
« 1 view thee over with a lover's eye 1 rp 

&« No fault hift thou, or I n'» fault can ſpy.” 


{> The reaſon I did not before declare myſelf, was 
the profound and refpectiul diilance I thought ut be» 
came me to obſerve, from a conſcious ſenſe of my 
own comparative unworthineſs to approach, much 
leſs to hope for favour from, the quinteiſence of all 
female perteCtion.—Forgive me, my dear Eliza, and 
KR A a heart too deeply impreifed with your 
divine image, ever to be eraſed by time, nor can any 
power, but the cold _—_ of death, ever obliterate 
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from my mind the fond imagination and ſweet remem= 

branee of Eliza's charms! Nor can even death itfelf 

divide the union that ſubfiſts between kindred ſouls. 
« Yeſterday, my Gear Eliza, the charms of your 

conycrfſation detained me too late to meet the penitent:, 

. 4$ I had promiſed to do; but 

« With thee chnverſing, I forget 

«« All rimes, all ſeaſons, and their change.” 


*« I hope, however, the diſappointment of my com- 

pany did not deprive them of a bleſſing, | 
+ This being my birth-day, reflections on the re- 
voluiton of years and the ſhortneſs of life, natbrally 
intrude on my mind. I am now eighty-one years of 
age, and I thank God I enjoy the ſame vigour of 
" conſtitution I poſleſied at twenty-one! None of the 
1nfirmities that uſually accompany years, either cor- | 
poral or mental; and I think it not impoſſible that I 
_ may fulfil my hundred years, the refidue of which 
| hall be devoted to love and Eliza, DP . 
ID TJ. WW.” 


I ſent a perſon to the author of the above pamphlet, 
to defire him to give me a ſight of the original of the 
receding letters; but he returned- for anſwer, that 
bh had tent them back to the perſons to. whom they 
were writien; ſo that I cannot be certain as to their 
authenticity. 
Voltaire, mn that letter in which he writes in the 
- Character of Father Charles Goyjer to his. brethren 
the Jeſuits, ſays, ** A man may believe in God, , and 
yet kill his father ; but 1s 1t poſkble he ſhould believe 
in God, and paſs his whole life amidſt deliberate 
crimes, and an uninterrupted ſeries of fraud and impoſ- 
ture? 'The man that killed his father muſt repent in 
his laſt moments ; but | defy you to find in hiſtory, | 
one fingle divine who ever ackuowledged his crimes 
on his death-bed,”? : 
In this letter Voltaire 1s not writing as a Deift, 
but as a real Chriſtian, and is proving that ſuch 
ieſts as lived ſuch diabolical lives could never believe 
in the religion which they taught to others. ** Think 
| you (ſays he) that ſuch as are polluted with incefic, 
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affaſſinations, ſo many ſovereign pontiffs ſurrounded: 
by miſtreſſes and baſtards, laughing at the credulity” 
of mankind in the boſom of riot and debauchery; 
think you, that theſe ever lif:ed'upto.God hands fille d' 
with gold, or ſtained with blood ? Did one of them: 
ever repent in their retirement? No. I will forfeit? 
ten thouſand crowns, if you can produce me one pe-- 
nitent divine,” : 

Metbinks Voltaire might have added, or one penitent- 
hypocrite among” the laity, For of all vice hypoeriſfy 
moſt degrades and hardens the mind; and I declare 
_ that I never ſaw, or heard of a repenting hypocrite in; 

religion. And although it 1s actuereſades that the' 
methodiſts are enthuſiaſtical, ſuperſtitions, and-fana- 
tical, yet that by no means excufes ſuch as connect. 
themſelves with them, merely from mercenary mo-* 
tives; for, notwithſtanding they may have much better 
informed heads, yet: are ſunk. by hypocriſy. beneath 
the dregs of mankind; and the moſt 1enorant, unin- 
formed, ſelf-concented fanatic among them, it he 1s- 
really fincere in what he profeſſes,. 1s- a-reſpettalie,. 
dignified character, when compared with: the ſneak-- 
ing, cunning, religious, hypocritical raſcal, who 
has been claiming an acquaintance with God and di- 
v1ae things, the better to aheat and defraud mankind... 

Izyporrites! 
«. _ -—— Theſe herd tozetirer, 
« The common damn'd ſhun their ſociety, 
%. And look upon themſelves as: fiends lefs fou!.” 


IL am, 


Near Friend... 


Yours: 
* 


Cs 


/ 
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LETTER XXXI. 


- Whoe'er ſo lives that proving we may find, 
A faithfu}, honeſt, equal, open mind ; 
To no foul luſt, or impious-wiſh a flave, 
Mild to a brother, bold againſt a knave z 
Whom innocence with fortitnde fupplies, 
Who follows nature cloſe, this man 1s wiſe. 
| - Poem on Friendſhip. 


_ Paſſions 'tis true, may hurry us along ; 
Sometimes the juſt may deviate into wrong. : 
VoLTaAIRE, by Francklin. 


DEAR FRIEND, 


My new wife's attachment to 
books was a very fortunate circumſtance for us both, 
not only as it was a perpetual ſource of rational 
amuſement, but alſo as it tended to promote my 
trade : her extreme love for books made her delight 
to be 1n the ſhop, ſo th::t ſhe ſoon became perfectly 
acquainted with every part of it, and (as my ſtock 
increaſed) with other rooms where I kept books, and 
could readiy get any article that was aſked for. Ac- 
cordingly, when I was out on buſineſs my ſhop was 
well attended. This conſtant attention, and good 
uſage, procured me many cuſtomers, and I ſoon per- 
ceived that I could fell double and treble the quan- 
tity of books 3f I had a larger ſtock. - But how to en«. 

- large it, I knew not, except by flow degrees, as my 

Profits ſhould enable me; for as I was almoſt a 
{tranger in London, I had but few acquaintances, 
ard thefe few were not of the opulent ſort. I alſo 
ſaw that the town abounded with cheats, ſwindlers, 
&c. who obtzincd money and other property, under 
falſe pretences, of which the credulous were de- 
frauded, which often prevented me from endeavour- 
irg to borrow, lefl I ſhould be ſuſpefted of having 
the ſame bad deſigns. | 

I was ſeveral times fo bard put to it, for caſh to 

- purchaſe parcels of books which were oftered to me, 
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that:I more than once pawned my watch, and a ſuit 
of cloaths, and twice I pawned ſome books for money, 
to purchale ethers. | 

Soon after I commenced bookſeller, I became ac- 
quainted with what Pope calls © the nobleſt work of 
Go.',”* an HONEST man. This was Mr. Joann DEvis, 
an oil-man in Cannon-ſtreet (father of the preſent 
Mr. John Denis, | bookſeller). This gentleman had 
often viſited ime. during wy long '3lneis, and having 
| ſeen me tranquil and ſerene when on the very point of 
death, he formed a favourable concluſion that I: too 
muſt be an honeſt man, as I had ſo-quiet a couſetence 
at ſuch an awful period. Having retained thele 1Gdeas 
of me after my recovery, and being pertettly well 
acquainted with my circumſtances, he one day offered 
to become a partner in my bulineſs, and to advance 
money 1n proportion to iny ſtock, This confidential 
offer 4 ſoon accepted; early 1 1978 he became part- 
ner; and we very ſoon laid out his money in fecund- 
hand books, which increaſed the ſtock at once to 
double. | x 

I ſoon after this propoſcd printing a ſale catalogue, 
to which, after making a few objections, Mr. Denis 
conſented. 'This catalogue of twelve thouſand vo- 
lumes (ſuch as. they were) was publiſhed in 17 :9.- 
My partner's name was not in the title-page, the ad-- 
dreſs was only © J. LackixngcToN & Co. Na. 46, 
Chiſwell-ſtreet.”” This our firit publicatton + pro-- 
duced very oppoſite effects on thoſe wao peruled it ;' 
in ſome it excited much .mirth, 1a others an equal 
proportion, of anger, The major part of. it was writ- 
ten by me, but Mr..Denis wrote many pages ot, it ;; 
and as his own private hprary conakiſted of ſcarce, old, 
myſtical and a!chymical boouks, printed above a cen-- 
tury ago, many of them were in bad condition ; 
this led him to inſert neat in the catulogue tu many 
articles, which were only neat when compared with 
ſuch as were in very had condition ; fo thut when we 
produced ſuch bvoks as were called neat 1n our cata-. 
logue, we often got ourſelves langhed, at, an4 fone» 
times our. neat articles were heartily /amned, We had, 
alſo a deal. of trouble on another ſcore; Mr. Dems, 

K 6 Y 


zo8 LIFE OF J. LACKING TON. 
 inferted a number of articles without the authors 
names, and affured me that the books were well. 
known, and to mention the authors was often uſeleſs. 
The fatt was, Mr, Denis knew who wrote thoſe ar-. 
ticles; but was ſoon convinced that many others did 
not, as we were often obliged to produce them merely 
to let our cuſtomers ſee who were the authors ; we 
however took twenty pounds the firſt week the books 
were, on fale, which we thought a large foam. The 
increaſe of our ſtock augmented our cuſtomers in pro- 
portion ; fo that Mr. Dems, finding that his money 
turned to a better account in bookſelling than in the 
funds, very ſoon lent the ſtock near two hundred 
pounds, which I ſtill turned to a good account. We 
went on very friendly and proſperouſly for a little 
more than two years; when one night Mr. Denis 
hinted, that he thought I was making purchaſes too- 
faſt, on which I grew warm, and reminded him of 
-an article in our: partnerſhip agreement, by which I 
was to be ſole purchaſer, .and was at liberty to make 
what purchaſes I ſhould jydge proper. 4 alfo re- 
minded him of the profits which my purchaſes pro- 
duced, and he reminded me of his having more money 
11 the trade than I had. We were indeed both 
very, warm; and on my ſaying, that if he was dif- 
pleaſed with any part of my conduct, he was at li- 
| beriy to quit the partnerſhip ; he in great warmth re- 
prox that he would. The above paſſed ar Mr. Denis's 
ouſe in Hoxton-ſquare ; I then bade him good night. 
When Mr. Denis called at the ſhop the next day, he 
aiked me if & continued in the ſame mind I was in the. 
preceding night ?. I aflurcd'him that I did. He then 
demanded ot. me whether I inſied en his keeping his 
word to quit the partnerſhip? TI rephed, I did not 
in/t on it, as 1 had taken him a partner for three 
years, nearly one third part of which time was un- 
expired ; but, I added, that, as I had always found 
him ftrilly = man of his word, I ſuppofad he would 
prove himſelf fo in the prefent intance, and not. af-. 
fert one thing at night aad another in the morning. 
On which he ob'erved; that as he wzs not. provided 
with a ſhop, hs muſt take ſome tins to look for one» 
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T told him that he might take as long a time as he 
thought neceſſary, This was in March 1780. He 
appointed the twentieth of May following. On that 
day we accordingly diſſolved the partnerſhip; and, as 
he had more money in the trade than myſelf, he took 
my notes for what I was deficient, which was a great 
favour done to me. We parted mn great friend ip, 
which continued to the day of his death ; he'generally 
called every —_ to ſee us, and learn our con- 
cerns, and we conſtantly informed him of all that 
had paſſed the preceding day ; as how much caſh we 
had taken, what were the profits, what purchaſes we 
had made, what bills we had to pay, &c. and he 
ſometimes lent me money to help to pay them. 


At his death he left behind him in his private li- 


brary the beſt colleion of ſcarce valuable myſtical 
and alchymical books, that ever was collected by one 
perſon. In his hfetime he prized theſe kinds of books 
above every thing; in colleing them he never cared 
what price: he paid for them, Fhis led him to think, 
after he became a bookſeller, that other book-collec- 
tors ſhould pay their money as frzely as he had done 
his, which was often a ſubje of debate between him 
and me, as 1 was for ſelling every thing cheap, in 


order to ſecure thole cuſtomers already obtained, as 


well as increale their numbers. 

In Selden's Table Talk is the following odd paſ- 
| ſage; © The giving a bookſeller his price for his 
4 books has this advantage ; he that will do ſo, ſhall 


* have the refuſal of whatſoever comes to his hand, 
© and fo by that means get many things which othet-. 


i wiſe be never ſhould have ſeen.”” He adds, ** So 
it iz in-giving a bawd her own price.” Burt I hope 
he did not mean» to compare the bookſellers to old 
bawds. Different profeſſions are oddly jumbled 10- 
gether in the following lines.s - ; 
« No ſurgeon will extract a tooth, 
«. No trumpet exerciſe her trade,. 
« No parſon preach eternal truth” | 
oe, ere not a ſixpence can be made.” 


Mr. Denis was, at the time of his death, about 


fifty yearz.of age, He informed mig that io-his chitd» 


WW EE wn wr Bo. 


| 
| b 
= 
4 
"7. 
f $4 
$4 ; . 
1 
' 
£1 4 
, on 
4 
” 
- 
% i - 
} 
. 
: , = 
* 4 
' i 
f 
1 1 
_ v 
+. = "= 
$ + 
y 
44 2, 
! 
$4, 
kn 
4 Fat 


4 _ — 1 1 
— on GG we 
ſe RL 


II 
_—_— 


210 LIFE OF ]. LACKINGTON; 


hood and youth he was weakly to an extreme, ſo that 
no one who knew him ever thought he could hve to 
be twenty years of age; however, he enjoyed an un- 
interrupted ſtate of health for nearly the laſt forty 

ears of his lifez this he aſcribed to. his ſtriftly ad- 
(29: 2H to the rules laid down by Cornaro and Tryon 1n 
their books on Health, Long Lite and Happineſs. 
His unexpected death was in conſequence of a fever 
caught by fitting in a cold damp room. 


'« Oer the ſad reliques of each friend ſincere, 
«© The happieſt mortal, ſure, may ſpare a tear,” 


I am, 
Dear Friend, 


, Yours, 


LETTER YEYNL.. 


There is a tide in the affairs of men, 

Which taken at the flood leads on tn fortune, * 

Omitted, alFthe voyage of their lif6- 

1s bound in ſhallows and in miſerees : - 

On ſuch a foul ſea are we now afloat, 

And we muſt take the current when it ſerves, | 
Or lofe.our ventures, . SKAKESPEARE'S Julius Czſar, 


DEAR FRIEND, pan gab : 


| y T was' ſome” time in the year. 
| 1780, when. I. reſolved from that period to give no* 
{ perſon whatever any credit. I was induced to make* 
( this reſolution from various motives: I had obſerved, 
| . that where credit was given, moſt bills were not paid 
| within fix months, many not within a twelvemonth, 
| and ſome, not within two years. Indeed, many tradelſ- 
men haye accounts of ſeyen years ſtanding ; and ſome 
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bills are never paid. _ The lofles ſuſtained by the in- 
tereſt of money in long credits, and by thoſe bills 
that were not paid at all ; the inconveniences attend- 
ing not having the ready-moncy to lay out in trade to 
the beſt advantage, together with the .great loſs of 
time in keeping accounts, and collefting debts, con» 
vinced me, that if I could but eſtabliſh a ready-money 
buſineſs without any exceptions, I ſhould be enabled tg 
ſell every article very. cheap. 5 rtnec{ 


© Let all the learn'd ſay all they can, 
© *Tis ready-money makes the man.” 


When I communicated my 1deas on this ſubjet ta 
ſome of my acquaintances, I was much laughed at 
and ridiculed; and it was thought, that I might as 
well attempt to rebuild the tower of Babel, as to 
eſtabliſh a large buſineſs without giving credit. But 
notwithſtanding this diſcouragement, and even Yor, 
my dear friend, exprefling your doubts of the practi- 
cability of my ſcheme, I determined to make the ex- 
periment ; and began by POmey marking in every 
book facing the title the loweſt price that I would 
take' for it ; which being much lower than the com- 
mon market prices, I not only retained my former 
cuſtomers, but ſoon increaſed their numbers, Bur, 
my dear Sir, you can ſcarce imagine what difficulties 
I encountered for ſeveral years together, I even 
ſometimes thought of relinquiſhing this my favourite 
ſcheme altogether, as by 1t I was obliged to deny 
credit to my very acquaintance; I was alſo under a 
neceſſity of refuſing it to the moſt reſpeCtable charac- 
ters, as 70 exception was, or now 1s made, not even in 
favour of nobility ; my porters being ſtriftly enjuined, 
by one general order, to bring back all books not pre» 
viouſly paid for, except they receive the amount on 
delivery. Again, many in the country found it difh- 
cult to remit ſmall ſums that were under bankers notes, 
(which difficulty is now done away, as all poſt-maſ- 
ters receire- ſmall ſums of money, and give drafts 
for'the ſame on the poſt office in 7h on) and others 
to whom I was a ſtranger, did not like to ſend the 
money firſt, as not knowing how I ſhould treat them, 


- 
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certainly: be ſome deception. Many unacquainted 
with my play of bufincſs, were much offended, until 


— the advantages accruing to. them from it were duly 


explained, when they very readily acceded to it. As 
to the anger of fuch, who, though they were ac- 
quainted with it, were ftill determined to 'deal, on 
credit only, I conſidered that as of lirtle conſequence, 
from an opinion that ſome of them woul4 have been 
as much enraged whe their bills were ſent in, had 
credit been given them. y iq ae ID | 

I had alſo difficulties of another nature to encoun- 
ter; when firſt I began to fell very cheap, many 
came to my i_s, prepoſſefſed againſt my goods, and 
of courſe often faw faults where none exiſted ; ſo that 
the beſt editions were merely 'from prejudice deemed 
very bad editions, and the beſt bindings aid ta be in- 
ferior workmanſhip, for no other reaſon, but becauſe 
I fold them ſo cheap; and I often received letters 
from the country, to know if ſuch and ſuch articlcs 
were REALLY as I ſtated them in my catalogues, and 
if they REALLY were the beft editions, if RLALLY in 


calf; and REALLY elegantly bound; with 'many other 


reallys. Oh, my friend! I rcally was afraid for ſome 


years that L ſhould be really mad with vexation. But 


theſe lerters of rea/lys have for years happily ceaſcd, 


and the public are 'now really and thoroughly con-. 


vinced thac L will not affert in my catalogues what is 
not really true. But imagine, it you can, what I 
muſt have felt, on hearing the very beſt of goods de- 
preciated, on no other account whatever, but becauſe 
they were not charged at a higher price. 


Ht is alſo worth obſerving, that there were not 


wanting among the bookſellers, forme who were mean | 
enough to aflert that all my books were bound in 
ſheep, and many other unmanly artifices were prac- 
fiſed, all of which fo far from injuring me, as baſely 
intended, turned to my account ; for when gentle- 


| tnen were brought to my ſhop by their friends, to 


purchaſe ſome triflitg article, or were led into it by 
curioſity, they were often very much ſurprizcd to ſee. 
mapy thouſands of volumes in elegant and. ſuperb. 


LY 


\ 
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bindings, The natural concluſion was, that if I had 
not held forth to the public better terms than others, 
I ſhould not have been ſo much envied and miſrepre- 
| ſcnteds. | | FAT L | 

« es To malice ſure I'm much oblig'd, 


« On every ſide by calurany beſtegd 
« Yet Envy I could almoſt call thee Friend,” 


So that whether I am righteous or not, all theſe 
afflictions have worked together for my good. But I 
aſſure you, that my temporal ſalvation was not effected 
without ** conditions.” As every envious tranſaction 
was to me an additional ſpur to exertion, I am there- 
fore not a little indebted to Meflrs. Envy, D&z«- 
TRACTION, & Co, for my preſent proſperity ; though 
I affure you, this is the only debt 1 am determined 
not to pay. Green ſays, | 
Happy the man who innocent, 


Grieves not at ills he can't prevent : 
And when he,can't prevent foul play, 


| © Enjoys the follles of the fray. SPLEEN, 
Cage tee | I am, 54 
Dear Friend, 
Yours. 
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LETTER XXXIV.: 
« Conſt:nt at ſhop and Change, his gains were fare-: 
« His givings rare; fave haltpence to the poor.” F” 


When Fortune, various goddeſs; low'rs, Ec 
Colle your ſtrength, exert your pow'rs ;- 

But when ſhe breathes a kinder gale, . 
Be wiſe and furl your ſwelling fail. 


Ts FRANC1S'S Honracy, 
DEAR FRIEND.,. 


EF PREY Is the firſt three years after I re- 
fuſed to give credit to any. perſon, my bulineſs in- 
creaſed much, and, as the whole of my profit (after 
paying all expences) was laid ont 41 books, my ſtock 
was continually enlarged, ſo that my Catalogucs in 
the year ſeventeen hundred and eighty-four, were very 
much augmented in ſize. The firſt contained Twelve 
thouſand, and the ſecand "Thirty thouſand vohimes : 
this increaſe was not merely in numters, but alſo in 
value, as a very gpreat-part of theſe volumes were 
better, that is, books of an higher price, But not- 
withſtanding the great increaſe of my buſineſs, I ſtill 
met with many diſliculties on account of my felling 
books cheap; one of theſe I conteſs I did not toreſce : 
as the more convinced the public were of my acting 
ſtrictly conformable to the plan I had ad-ptrd, c& 
more this objc&ion gained ground, and even to the 
preſent day is not entirely done away. This difhculty 
was, in making private purchaſes of libraries and par- 
cels of books, many of my cuſtomers for ſeveral years 
had na objection to brying of me becauſe | ſold cheap, 
but were not equally inclined tofe/! me fuch books as. 
they had no uſe for, or librarics that were left them 
at the death of relations, &c. They reaſoned (very 
plauſibly, it muſt be confeſſed) thus : ** Lackingion 
fells very cheap ; he therefore will not give much for 
| What is offered him for ſale. IT will go to thoſe wha 
. fell very dear; as the more they ſell their boaks fog, 
the more they can afford to give tor them," 
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This mode of reaſoning, however ſpecious it ſeems 


at firſt, will on due reflection appear nugatory and er- 
roneous, for the following reaſons : 
I believe no one ever knew or heard of a covetous 


man that would ſell his goods cheap : But every one 


has heaid of ſuch characters ſelling wery dear ; and 
when a covetous perſon makes a purchaſe, is it likely 
that he ſhould offer a g nerous price? Is he not 
when buying influenced by the ſame avaricious dif- 
poſition as when ſelling? And on the other hand, I 
_ cannot ' help thinking (I am aware of the inference) 
that one who . has been conſtantly ſelling cheap for a 
ſeries of years muſt poſſeſs ſome degree of generoſity ; 
that this diſpoſition has prevailed in me when I have 
been called to purchaſe, and when librarics or parcels 
of books have been ſent to me, thouſands 1u the three 
kingdoms can witneſs. And however paradoxical 1t 
may appear, I will add, that | can afford to give 
more for books new, than I could if I fold them much 
dearer, For, were I to ſell them dear, I ſhould be 
ten times longer in ſelling them ; and the expences 
for warelouſe-room, inſurance from fire, together 
with the intereſt of the money lying long in a dead 
ſtock, would prevent my giving a large price when 
books were oftercd' for ſale. | 
- But it did not appear in this point of view to the 
public in the more carly ſtages of my buſinefs, until 
being often ſent for after other bookſellers had made 
offers for libraries, and finding that I would give 
more than they had offered, it was communicated 
from one to another until! it became publicly known ; 
'8rid the following method which I adopted ſome years 
_y has pt the maiter beyond the ſhadow of a 
oubt. 3; 
When I am called upon to purchaſe any library or 
paces of books, cither myſelf or my aſliſtants care- 
u 


lly examine them, and if defired to fix a price, I 


mention at a word the utmoſt that I will give for.them, 
which I always take care fhall 'be as much as any 
bookſeller can'afford ta'give ; but if the ſeller enter- 
tains any, doubts reſpecting the price. offered, and 


chooſey to try gther boakſellers, he pays me five per 
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cent, for valuing the books; and as he knows what 
I have valued them at, he trics among the trade, and 
when he finds that he cannot get any greater ſum of- 
fered, on returning to me, he not ouly receives the 
price I at firſt oftcred, but alio a return of the five 
per cent, which was paid me for the valuation, 

But to ſuch as fix a price on their own books I 
make no charge (if in, or very near ed either 
taking them at the price at which they. are offered to. 
me, or if that appear to'much, immediately declining 
the ptrchaſe, 

his equitable mode I have the pleaſure to find 
has given he public the utmoſt ſatisfaRion, 


« Though ſome little merit I boaſt, 
« Yet rais'd by indulgence to fame, 

« I fink in confuften, bewilder's and loſt, 
&« And wonder I am what I am.” 


I am, 
-Dear Friend, 
Y Ou, 
LETTER XXXV. 
Behold, Sir Balaam, now a man of ſpirit, 


— Afcribes his gettings to his parts and mexite Ports 


Weak truth can't your reputation ſave, 
The Knaves will all agree to call you knave z 
Wrong'd ſhall he live, inſulted, o'er oppreſt, 
Whe dares be lefs a villain than the reſt. 
| Satyr againſt Man. 


- DEAR FRIEND, 


/ HEN I was firſt initiated into 
the various manceeuvres practiſed by bookſellers, I 


-faund it cuſtomary among them, (which practice fill 


% 


- LIFE OF J. LACKINGTON. 215 
Continues} that when any books had not gone off 


{o. rapidly as _—_ or ſo faſt as to pay for 


| keepihg them in ſtore, they would put what remained 
of ſuch articles into private fales, where only book- 
ſellers are admitted, and of thtm only ſuch as were 
invited by having catalogues ſent them, At one 
of theſe ſales I have frequently ſeen ſeventy or eighty 
thouſand volumes ſold after dinner, including books 
of every deſcription, good, bad, and indifferent ; by 
this means they were diſtributed throvgh the trace. 
When firſt 1nvited to theſe trade ſales, I was very 
much ſutpriſed to learn, that it was commen for ſuch 
as purchaſed remainders, to deftroy ofic half or three 
fourths of ſuch books, and to charge the ſull publi- 
cation price, or nearly that, for ſuch as they kept on 
hand ; and there was a kind of ſtanding order amongſt 


the trade, that in caſe any one was known to ſel} ar- | 


ticles under the publication price, ſuch a perfon was 
ts be excluded from trade ſales; ſo blind were copy-" 
rizht-holders to their own intereſt. | 

. For a ſhort time I cautiouſly complicd with this 


_ cuſtom; but I ſoon began to reflect that many of theſe 


dooks ſo. deftroyed, poſſeſſed much merit, and only 


wanted to be better known; and that it others were 


not worth fix ſlillings, they were worth three, or two, 
and fo in proportion for higher or lower priced books, 

From that time I reſolved not to deſtroy any books 
that' were worth ſavins, but to ſell them off at halt, 
or a quarter” of the publication prices. By ſelhng 
them in this cheap manner, TI have diſpoſed of many 
hundred thouſand volumes, many thouſands of which 
have been intrinſically worth their original *prices. 
This part of my conduR, however, though evidently 
Iighly beneficial to the community, and even to 
dookftellers, created me many enemies among the 
trade ; ſome of the meaner part of whom, inſtead of 
employing their time and abilines in attending to the 
increaſe of their own bulineſs, aimed at reducing mine; 
and by a variety of pitiful infinuations and dark 
inuendoes, ſtrained every nerve to injure the reputa- 


| tion I had already acquired with the public, deter- . 


mined, (as they wyely concluded) thus to effect my 


my 
|| 
i 
Mi 
| 
| 1. 
| ' 
my 
| | 
{ } 
T9 


243 .LIFE -OF 'J. LACKING TON.” 

ruin; which indeed they daily -prognoſticated, wii 
a diemon-like ſpirit, muſt inevitably, very. ſpeedily 
follow. "This. conduct, however, - was far from in- 
timidating me, as the effect proved direfly oppoſite 
to what they wiſhed for and expected, and 1 tound 
the bs «0s and confidence of the public continually 

ing, 


iacrea -which added very conſiderably to the 
number.of my cuſtomers: It being an unqueſtionable 
tact, that betore I .adopted this plan, great numbers 
of perſons were- very deſirous of poſſeſſing ſome parti- 
cular books, for which however (from various mo- 
tives) they.were not inclined to pay the original price ; 
as ſome availed themſelves of the opportunity of bor- 
rowing from a friend, or from a circulating. library, 
or having once read them, though they held the. 
works in eſteem, might deem them too dear to: pur- 
chaſe; or they might have a copy. by them, which 
from'their own and family's frequent uſe (or lending. 
to friends) might not be in fo good a condition as they 
could wiſh, though rather than purchaſe them again 
'at the full price, they would keep thoſe they had; 
or again, they might be deſirous to purchaſe them 
to mcke preſents of; or they might have a commil- 
fion from a correſpondent in-the country, or abroad, 
and wiſhed to gain a ſmall profit on the ariicles for 
their trouble, not to. mention the great numbers that. 
would have been given to the puor, Ki. 4 42, 
Thouſands of others have been effectually prevented: 
from purchaling (though- anxious 10. .to do) who#t: 
circumſtances in life, would not permit them tþ pay 
the full price, and thus were totally excluded from' 
the advantage of unproying their aceflandinns and 
enjoying a rational entertainment. - And you may be 
aſiured, that it affords me the moſt pleating fatisſac- 
tion, independent of the emoluments which have ac- 
crued to me from this plan, when I refle&t what pro- 
digious numbers in inferior' or reduced fituations of 
life, have been,eflentially benefited in conſequence. ot 
being thus enabled to indulge their natural propetiſity 
for the acquiſition of knowledge, on eaſy terms: nay, 
1 could almoſt be vain enough to affert, that I have 
thereby been highly inſtrumental in diffuſing that 


Y 
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peneral defire for READING, now fo prevalent among 
the inferior orders of ſociety: which molt certaiuly, 
though it may not prove cquity inftrifftrve to all, 
keeps them fom employing their time and .maney, 
if not to 4ad,, at leaſt to leſs rational purpoſes. 

How happy ſhould I have deemed myſelf in the 
earlier ſtage of my life, if I could have met with the 
opportunity which every one capable of reading may 
'now enjoy, of obtaining books at fo eaſy a rate: had 
that been the caſe, the catalogue of my zuvenile hibrary, 
with which I preſented you 2n a former letter, would 
have made a more reſpectable appearance, and I 
might poſſibly have been enabled, when I purchaſed 
Young's Night Thoughts tor' a Chriſtmas dinner, to 
have at the ſame time bought a joint of meat, and 
thus enjoyed both a mental and corporal feait, ' as 
well as pleaſed my wite, (which I need not inform 

ou the laces ſay every good huſband ought to do.) 
Bur after all, quere, Whether if 1 had enjoyed ſuch 
an advantage, ſhould I ever have thought of com- 
mencing bookſeller? It rot, ſhould I have be-n the 
'preat man I now feel myſelf, and hope [you acknowe 
ledge me to be? 


' For life or wealth let-Heav'n my' l6t aſlign, 
A firm and-even ſoul ſhall HI be mine. C. PITT. 


In my next I will make a few obſervations on pur 
chafing manufcripts, bookſellers liberality, authors 
turning publiſhers, &c. Tn the mean time, 


1 am, 
Dear Friend, 


«Wa 


- 


a» LIFE OF J. LACKINGTON, 
LETTER XXXVI, 


High im the world of letters and of wit, 

Enthron'd like Jove behold opinion fit ! 

As ſymbols of her ſway, on either hand 

Th' unfailing urns of praiſe and'cenfure ſtands -- 

Their mingled ſtreams her motley ſervants hea 

On each bold author's ſelf devoted head. Harry; 


| BEAR FRIEND, 


| I Promiſed in my laſt to give you 
a few remarks on purchaſing manuſcripts ; and as I 
ſeldom make ſuch purchaſes, and but rarely publiſh 
any new books, | think you may fairly credit me ſor 
- impartiality. Nothing is more common than to hear 
authors complaining againft publiſhers, for want of 
liberality in purchaſing their manuſcripts. But I 
"cannot help thinking that moit of theſe complaints are 
xroundleſs; and that were all things confidered, pub- 
Uſhers (at leaſt many of them) would®Dbe allowed to 
poſſeſs more liberality than any other ſct of tradeſmen, 
T mean fo far as relates to the purchaſing manuſcripts 
and copy-right. . 

Not 'to trouble yeu with a long enumeration of 
inſtances in confirmation of this affertion, I ſhall 
barely mention the following : | 

It is owing to the encouragement of bookfellers 
that the public is poſſeſſed of that valuable work 
Johnſon's Diftionary ; and the fame liberality to the 
doctor in refpe& to that publicatzon, his edition of 
Shakeſpeare, and the Engliſh Poets, will always re- 
fleet honour on the parties. So ſenſible was the 
doctor af this, that he aflerted bookſellers were the 
beſt Mzcenas's. | 

Pope, the late Sir John Hawkins, Dr, Cullen, 
Hume, Dr. Hill, Dr. Robertſon, Mr, Gibbon, &c. 
&c. are all ſtriking inſtances of the truth of my 
obſervation. ; | | 

As I feel a pleaſure in mentioning atts of liberality 
wherevex they occur, ſuffer me yo quote the follow- 
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ing paſſage from Sir John Hawkins's Life of Dr. 
ohnſon : . \ 
; «© The bookſellers with whom Mr. Chambers had 
contracted for his DiCtionary, finding that the work 
ſucceeded beyond their expeCtations, made him a vo- 
luntary vrafene of, I think, cool. Other inſtances 
_ of the like generoſity have been' known, of a profeſ- 
fion of men, - who, in the- debates on the qoenag of 
literary property, have been deſcribed as icandalous 
monopolizers, fattening at the expence of other men's 
ingenuity, and growing opulent by epprelſion.”” He 
fo ſays, that Dr. Hill earned in one year 15001. by 
his pen, In vol. 4, of Bell's Fugitive Pieces, page 
182, we are informed that Dr. Goldſmith cleared in 
one year 1$00]. by his pen. * | 
The late Mr. Elliot bookſeller, of Edinburgh, 
gave Mr, Smellie a thouſand pounds for his Philofo- 
phy of Natural Hiſtory, when only the heads of the ' 
chapters were wrote. Hume received only 200l. for 
one part of the Hiſtory of Britain, but for the re- 
mainder of that work he had 5oo !l, Dr. Robertion 
was paid fot his Hiſtory of Scotland but 620l. but 
for his Charles V. he received 45co00l. Dr. Blair ob- 
tained the. hjgheſt price for Sermons that ever was 
prent they were purchaſed by Mr. Cadell in the 

trand, and Mr, Creech of Edinburgh ; and after the 
tirſt two volumes of .theſe Sermons were publiſhed, 
Dr. Blair was farther rewarded from another quarter 
with a penſion. of 2001. a year; Sherlock's Sermons 
had a very greac fale, as had Dr. White's and many 
others, but none ever ſold fo well as Dr. Blair's, and 
the fale of them 18 fill as geat as ever, 6-4 

It is contidently.afſerted, that the late Dr. Hawkeſ- 
worth received Coool, for his compilation of Voyages; 
if ſo (and I have neyer heard 1t contradicted) I leave. 
it to any conſiderate perſon to judge, whether in 
paying ſo enarmous a price, the publiſhers did not 
run a great riſk, when 1t 2s conſidered how great the 
cxpences of bringing forward ſuch a work muſt have 
been. I have alſo been intormed, that David Mallet, 
Eſq. was oftered 2000l. for Lord Balingbroke's Phis 
lofophical Works, which A refuſed. | 
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 Avery-few years ſince, Mr. R— was paid 1600. to 
do a work, but he died without performing, and the 
money being ſpent, it was not recoverable. Before 
Dr. Rees engaged to reviſe and improve Chambers's 
Dictionary of Arts and Sciences, very large ſums for 
| that purpoſe had from time to time been obtained 
from the proprietors, by perſons who never fulfilled 
their engagements, X 6 
It ought allo to be conſidered, that frequently the 
money which 1s paid for the copy, is but trifling, 
compared . with the expence of printing, paper, ad- 
vertiſing, &c. and hundreds of inſtances may be ad- 
Joced of publiſhers having ſuſtained very great loſſes, 
and many have been bankrupts, through their libe- 
rality in purchaſing manuſcripts and publiſhing them; 
and on the other hand,. it muſt be acknowledged that . 
ſome publiſhers have made great fortunes by their 
copy-rights, but their number is comparatively ſmall. 
have been told of bookſellers who frequently offer 
as low as half a guinea per volume for novels in ma- 
nuſcript ; it 1s a ſhocking price to be ſure, but it 
ſhould be remembered that :s there are ſome of the 
trade who are mean enough to wiſh to obtain valuable 
copyrights for nothing ; ſo, on the other hand, many 
novels have been offered to bookſellers; 1ndeed, man 
have actually been publiſhed, that were not wart 
the eypence of paper and printing, ſo that the copy- 
right was dear at any price; and it ſhould be re- 
marked, that authors in general are apt to form too. 
great expectations from their produttions, many 1n- 
ſtances of which I could give you, but I will only 
produce one. | | 
A gentleman a few vears fince ſhewed a manuſcript 
to 4 publiſher, which he refuſed to purchaſe, but 
offered to be the publiſher if the gentleman would 
print it, &c, at his own expence, which he readily 
agreed to do; the publiſher then deſired to know how 
nuny copics thould be printed, on which the gentle- 
man began to compute how many families there were 
in Great pritain, and affured the publiſher that every 
family would at Jeaft purchaſe one copy ; but the pub- 
liſher not being ot the ſame opinion, our author then 
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faid that he would print fixty thouſand copies orly, 
but added, he was afraid that another edition could 


not be got' ready as Toon as it would be wanted.' 
However, after a long debate, the publiſher prevailed 
on him to,print' ohly ravelve hundred and fifty, inſtead. 


of fixty thouſand, bur 62 mn in caſe another edition 
ſhould be wanted in haſte, to make the printers work 


night and day, in order not to difappoint the public. 
This work was ſoon afterwards publiſhed and advertiſed 


at a great rate, and for a long time, but to the infinite 


mortification of 'our author, not one hundred copies 


were ſold, not even enough indeed to pay for the ad- 
vertiſements. In the preceding inſtance, I am per- 


ſuaded the publiſher did his beſt to promote the fale_ 


of the work ; but in general where authors keep their 
own copy-right they do not ſucceed, and many books 
have been conſigned to oblivion, through the inat- 


tention and miſmanagement of publiſhers, as moſt of 


them are envious of the ſucceſs of ſuch works as do 
not turn to their own account; very many juſt'com- 
plaints are made on this head, ſo that I am fully of 
opinion, that for authors to ſucceed well, they ſhould 


ſel thair edpy-right, or be previouſly well acquainted 


with the characters of their publiſhers, 

Many works might be "mentioned that never fold 
well, whilſtthe author retained the copy-right, which 
had a rapid fale after 1t was fold to the trade; and 
no wonder, for if the publiſher wiſhes to purchaſe 
the copy-right, he ſometimes will take care to prevent 
the ſale of the work, 1n order to make the author out 
of conceit with the book, and be willing to part with 
the copy-right for a mere trifle; but this 1s only true 
of ſome publiſhers; I am ſorry that any ſuch fhould 
be found, but | am ſure as to the fact. 

As I have before obſerved, there are ſome authors 
who become their own publiſhers, but that mode will 
ſeldom or ever anſwer, as fifty to one might be fold 
by being expoſed to view, and recommended in book- 
{e]llers thops, where ladies and geatlemen are conti= 
nvally calling to purchate ſome books, and tg tura 
over others, and otten by dipping into publications 
are led to purchaſe ſuch as they had no intention to 

bh S-- | 
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- buy. But authors. ſhould be reminded. that -thers 
are many who would not go to private houſes, 
| to look over books when they are not certain. 
to purchaſe, and where if they do purchaſe, they 
are to take them home in their pockets, , or be at. 
the trouble bf ſending for them,, which is not the. 
- caſe when they purchaſe at a bookſeller's ſhop. And. 
all authors ſhould be ſure-to give the full-allowance 
_ to the trade, or their works can never have. a, great 
{ale, as no bookſeller can reaſonably be expected to 
promote the ſale of a work in which he is abridged of 
his uſual profits, and the more liberality authors ex- 
_ erciſe tewards: the trade, the greater will be their 
profits in the end, For 1t is inconceivable what miſ- 
chief bookſellers can and often will. do to authors, as 
thoufends of books are yearly written for to London, 
that are never ſent; and in theſe caſes many plauſible 
Teaſsns iare afiigned by them for ſuch omiffions, as, 
« The book is too dear, or it is out of print; the 
author is ſcarce ever at home; he. gives too much 
trouble; he docs not keep his work bound, or ſewed; 
he is gone from his former lodging, -axd no one 
| knows where to find him; the work, is -not worth 
your purchaſing; ſuch a ane has wrote much better 
on the ſubje&,” &c. &e. and m fuch caſes, whar 
redreſs can an author have for ſo efſential an-injury?. 


I am, 


Dear Friend, 


Yours. 


LIFE OF ]. LACKINGION, 3x 


LETTER KXXXVIL 


Books, of all earthly things my chief delight ; 
' My exerciſe by.day, and dreams by night ; 
- Difpaſſton'd maſters, friends without deceit, 
Who Aztter not ; companions ever ſweet ; | 
ith whom I'm always cheerful, from whom rife 


Improy'd and better, if not good and wife ; 
Grave, faithful counfelors, wtw all excite, 
InftruR and Rrengthen to betiave arigin ; 
aAdmonith us, when fortune makes her court, 
And when ſhe's abſent, ſolace anil ſupport. 
Happy the man to whom ye are well known, 
'T1s tis own fault if ever he's alvanc, ANONYMOV 3s 


DEAR FRIEEND, 


| Arrroven the reſult of the 

lan which I adopred for reducing the price of books, 

as mentioned in my laft, was a vaſt increaſe of pur- 
chafers, yet at the ſame time I found a prodigious 
accumulation of my expences ; which will not appear 
ſtrange, when I inform you, that T made yOu”. 
tionably large purchaſes, {uch as two hundred copies 
of vne book: three hundred of another, five hundred 
of a third, a thouſand of a fourth, two thouſand of 
a fifth, nay, ſometimes I have purchaſed fix thouſand 
copies of one book, and at one time I actually had no 
lefs than TEN THOUSAND co?1gs of Warts's Pfalms,. 
and the ſame number of his Hymns, in my poſſefhon.. 
In addition to thefe, I purchaled very large numbers 
of many thoufand Uifferent articles, ar trade files of 
all forts, as bankrupt ſales, :ales of ſuch as had re-- 
tired from buſineſs, others cauſed by the death of 
bookſellers, ſales to reduce large ſtocks, annual fales, 
&c, To enable you to form ſome idea on the ſubjeR,. 
I muſt inform' you that at one of the above ſales, TL 
have purchaſed books to the amount of 5oool. in one- 
afternoon. Not to mention thote purchafed of au-. 
thors, and town and country bookſellers, by private 
contract, &e. to a very conſiderable amouut. My 
expences were alſo exccedingly increaled by the ne» 
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ceſſity I was. under of keeping each article in a variety 
ot different kinds of bindings, to ſuit the various 
taltes of my cuſtomers; | beſides paying, my bills for 
the above, | was always obliged to find ready money 
to pay for libraries and parcels of ſecond-band books, 
which after a while poured in upon me ftrem town 
and country, So that I often look back with aſtoniſh- 
ment at my courage (or temerity, if you plea e) in 
purchaſing, and my wonderful ſucceſs in taking 
, Inoney ſuthcient to pay the extenſive demands that 
were perpetually made upon me, as there 1s not ano- 
ther inſtance of fucceſs {o rapid and conſtant under 
ſuch circumitances. Some indeed thege have been, 
who for two or three, years, purchaſed away very tall, 
but could not perſevere, as they were unable to {ell 
with equal rapidity: for no one that has,not.a quick 
fale can pothbly ſucceed with large numbers, For 
ſuppoſing that a bookſeller expcnds 1cool. in the pur- 
Chaſe of four articles (I have. often done: that in 
only one article) and theſe are bought at a quarter 
the uſual price, the intereſt of the money is col. a 
year ; beſides which, ſome allowance mutt be made 
for watehouſe-room, inſurance from fire, &c. now 
granting he might ſell a few of each article every 
year at four times the price, he firſt paid for them, 
yet if he does not ſ{cl1] enough to pay, the intereſt and 
vther expences of thoſe that remain, he is, after all, 
on the loling fide; which has been the caſe with the 
major part of ſuch as have purchaſed a large number 
of one book, and I have known, many. inſtances of 
bookſcllers purchaſing articles at a quarter the price, 
and ſclling them at the full price, and yet have not 
| had two per cent, for their money. UN TI 

For ſeveral years together I thought I ſhould be 
obliged to deſi from purchaſing a large number of 
any one article; for although by not giving any cre- 
dit I was enabled to ſell very cheap, yet the heavy 
ſtock of books in ſheets often ſo diſheartened mc, that 
I more than once reſolved to leave off purchaſing all 
ſuch articles where the number was very large. But, 
ſomehow, a torrent of buſinels ſuddenly pouring in 
-upun me on all ſides, I very foon forgot my reſolution 
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of not making large purchaſes, and now find my ac- 
count in firmly adhering to that method ;- and being 
univerſally known for making large purchaſes, moſt 
of the trade in town and country, and alſo authors of 
every deſcription, are continually furniſhms me with 
opportunities, * In this branch of trade it 48 next to 
impoſſible for mc ever to have any formidable rivals, 
as It requires an uncommon exertion, as well as 
very uncommon ſucceſs, and that for many years to- 
vether, to riſe to any great degree of eminence in that 
particular line. "The ſucceſs muſt be attained too, with- 
out the aid of novelty, which I found to be of very 
great ſervice to me: And ſhould any perſon begin on 
my plan and fucceed extremely well, he could neyer * 
ſuperſede me, as I am ſtill enlarging my bulineſs 
every year, and the more it 1s extended the cheaper 
I can afford to ſell; fo that thongh.I may be purſued, 
I cannot be overtaken, except 1 ſhould (as ſome others 
have done) be ſo infatuated and blinded by proſperity, 
as to think that the public would continue their 74 


vours, even though the plan of buſineſs was re- 
verſed. | 


& Let Lackington remember how he roſe, | 
& Nor turn his back on men who made him great.” 


As the firſt King of Bohemia kept his country 
ſhoes by him, to remind him from whence he” was 
taken, I have put a mitto oa. the doors of my car- 
riaze, conſtantly to remind me to what T au indebted 
for my proſperity, viz. 046 AA 

6 $MALL PROPITS DO GREAT THINGS,” 


And I aflure you, Sir, that reflefting on the means 
by which I have been enabled to ſupport a carriage, 
adds not a little te the pleaſure of riding in it, I be- 
lieve I may, without being deemed cenforious, al- . 
ſert, that there are ſome who ride in their carriages, 
who cannot reflect on the means by which they were 
acquired with an equal degree of ſatisfaction, 


If ſplendor charm not, yet avoid the ſcorn . 

That treads on lowly ſtations, think of ſome 
Aſtiduous buoby mounting o'er your head, 

And thence with ſaucy grandeur looking dawn ; * 
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Think of (refle&tion's ſtab!) the pitying friend, 

With ſhoulder ſhrugg'd, and ſorry. Think that time 

Has golden minutes, if diſcreetly ſeiz'd, *- 

Riches and fame are induſtry's reward. \ 

The nimble runner courſes fortune down, 

And then he banquets, for ſhe feeds the bold. ; 
6 Dr. SxEvp Daviss to F. CoRNWALLIS, 


[aww 
Dear Friend, 


Yours. 


F » - | 


LETTER XXXVIIL 


Thoſe who would learning's glorious kingdom find, 
The dear-bought treaſure of the trading mind, 
From many dangers muſt themſelves acquit, 

And more than Scylla and Charybdis meet. 

Oh | what an ocean muſt be voyag'd o'er, 

To gain a proſpect of the ſhining ſtore ! 

Keitiftiag rocks oppoſe th* enquiring ſoul, 

And adverſe waves retard it as they roll, 

The little knowledge now which man obtains, 
From outward objefs and from ſenſe he gains g 
He hike a wretched flave muſt plod and ſweat, 
By day muſt toil, by night that toil repeat; + 
And yet, at laſt, what little fruit he gains, 

A beggar's harveſt glean'd with mighty pains ! 
POMFRE Ty 


BEAR FRIEND, 


Ix has been aſked, times innume+ 
rable, how I acquired any tolerable degree of know- 
ledge, ſo as to enable me t> form any 1daas of the 
merits or demerits of books; or how 1 became ſuffi. 
ciently acquainted with the prices that books were 

. commonly ſold for, ſo as to be able to buy and ſell ; 
particularly books in the learned and foreign lan- 
gUages. Many have thought that from the beginning 


*. 


*” 
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I always kept ſhoptyen to furniſh me with inſttufticns 
neceflary to carfy on my bufinels; but you and all. 
my old friends and acquaintances well know that not 
to have been the cafe; as for the tirſt thirteen years : 
aſter I became a bovukſeller, I never had one thop- 
man who knew any thing of the worth of books, or - 
how to write a fingle page of catalogue properiy, 
much leſs to compile the whole, I always wrote 
them myſelf, fo long a: my health wouid permit; 1n- 
deed I continued the prattice for years after my health 
was much inipaired by too conſtant an application to. 
that and reading; and when 1 was at laſt obliged to 
give up writing .them, I for ſeveral catalogues ſtood 
by and diRAated to others; even to the preſent time I 
take fome little part in thtir compilation; and as I 
ever did, 1 oh cooilipe to fix the price to every 
book that is. {6ld. in my ſhop, except ſuch articles as 
are both bought and fold again while I am out of 
town. Tthave now many athſtants in my ſhop, who: 
buy,. ſell, and in ſhort trauſat the major part of my- 
bulineſs, | | | 
As tothe little knowledge of literature I poſſeſs, it 
was. acquired by dint of application. In the begin- 
ning 1 attathed myſelf very cloſely to the ftidy.of 
divitity and moral philoſaphy, and thus became ta- 
lerably acquainted with all the points controverted: 
between divines: after hiyiny- tead the great chrii<- 
pions for Chniſtianity,-I-next read the works of "Foul-. 
nin, Lord Herbert, 'Pindal, Chubby Morgan, Collins, 
Hammond, Wootſton, Annet, Mabdeville,  Shafceſ-- 
bury, D'Argens, Bulipgbroke, Williams,. Hetyerius,. 
Voltaire, and;many:;ather freg-thinkprs-s, . 


| "If to obj=d, Tyſem, . ſcene confin'd,. | 
-+- » The ſyre-etteR-is narrowneſs of minds J: Laxononxe. 


/ "1 tive alfs rad moft'6f $yr Eriglifli poets, and the 
beſt rrafffarions 'of the, Oreck], Lating Ttwlicn, aid - 
French poets. . E | | , 4 38 -« | 
4111 FIITA #S 4 44 { i880 +» #08 3 I; FLY FY; 
: | What pure delights poſſeſs the captive ſoul” 
I 9 bear the Manfuan, ,or: Mzonian rol, | 
..., The ftream of Hoh Nillſwelling on'its way, Eo 
"© TA Keep? By raid vai omime ring play] +416 2! 

. '$ 
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What pure delight ! when Pindar ſweeps the lyre, - 
Or the gay Anacreon breathes his fire ; X 
Or courtly Horace wakes Alczus' lay, | 
Who lily laſhes while he ſeems to play. 
When, with high Milton's ſoul, he takes his flight 
To Stygian horrors, or the realms of light, 
Riding on fancy's boldeſt wing t' explore 
Regions which mortal”eye ne'er pierc'd before. 
When moral Pope the lovely forms difplays 
Of truth or beauty in his poliſh'd lays 
Or Young, envelop'd with funereal gloom, 
Riſes to radiant glories from the tomb; 
Or Thomſon traverſes the changing fields, HE 
To cull each hidden flow'r which nature yields; AT. 
Or while the eventful line his thought engage, 
Deduc'd from hiſtory's religious page, ti. 
What pleaſing wonder holds him, while the ſcene 
Aſſumes, ſucceffive, each contraſting mien | 
Like the proud veilel which the tempef plies, 
Now human glory ſeems to reach the ſkies ; 
Now plunges in th' abyſs of adverſe fate, 
: Or truck. by juſtice, or v'erwhelm'd by hate, - 
How he contemns,. with generous pride, a race 
Whoſe: baſtard morals mark her with diſgrace. - 
For him to life the mimick peacil calls © | | 
A new creation round the glowing walls. SIS - 
ons 2's C) , Eſſay on Senſfibilitye 
by have alſo read with great pleaſure, and I hope 
| with ſome benefit, moſt tranſlations of the Greek and 
Roman authors in proſe; Hiſtory, Voyages, Travels, 
Natural Hiſtory, Biography, &. _ 
- - Survey the globe, each ruder realm oreg'../ * 
From. reaſon's fainteſt ray to Newton ſoan; | 
| What different ſpheres to human bliſs aſſign'd [ 
. What flow gradations in the ſcale of mind. , © wo 
'' Yet mark in each theſe myſtic wonders wrought, ' 
Oh mark the fleepleſs energies of thought. 
my  Vjeaſures of Memory: 


' Ar one time I had a ftrong inclinations to learn 
French, but as ſoon as I was enabled to make.out and 
 #bxidge.gjile pages, ſufficiently ,to inſert, them right 
in my catalogues, 1 left off what appeared tq, me:more 
pleaſing as well as more neceffary purſuits, reflecting 
that as 1 began ſo' late in life, and' had probably but 
a very ſhort, period to.live, (and I paid ſome regard 
to what Helyetiys, has aflerted, .yize that 4% Np wan 
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acquires any new ideas after he is forty-five years of 
age.” I had no time to beſtow on the attainment of 


languages. | 


« 'Tis weak in any man to laviſh pains, 
« And rifle and confound his brains.” 


I therefore contented myſelf with reading all the 
tranſlations of the elaſhes, and inſerted the originals 
in my Catalogues as well as I could; and when fome- 
times I happened to put the Genztive or Dative caſe in- 
ſtead of the Nominative or Accu/ative, my cuſtomers 
kindly conſidered this as a venial fault, which they 
may: pardoned, and bought the books notwith- 
anding. | 

As 7 have indefatigably uſed my beſt endeavours 
to acquire knowledge, I never thought I had the 
ſmalleſt reaſon to be aſhamed on account of my de- 
ficieney, eſpecially as I never made pretenſions to 
erudition, or affected to poſſeſs what I knew I was 
deficient in.. ** A bookſeller (fays Mr. Paterſon in 
his Joineriana) 1s in general, a bad judge of every 
thing—but his ſtupidity ſhines moſt con'picuouſly in 
that particular branch of knowle4ge by which he is 
to get his bread ” Dr. Young's couplet, you will 
therefore think equally applicable to many others as 
well as myſelt : Pot $12 3 


Unlearned men of books aſſume the care, | 
As eunuchs are the guardians of the fair, Love of Fame. 


I had almoſt forgot to inform you, -that I have alſo 
read moſt of our beſt plays, and am ſo fond of the 
Theatre, that in the winter ſeaſon I have often been 
at Drury-lane or Covent-gardea four or five eyenivgs 
IN a week, ry 

——-—— There cultivate my mind LEN £24 
With the ſoft thr:]lings of the tragic muſe, - | 
Divine Melpomene, ſweet pity's farſe © + 

* Queen of the ftarely ſtep, and flowing pall. 

Nor let Monimia mourn with ſtreaming eyes, | 

Her joys inceſtnous, and polluted love : 

Now let ſoft [uber in the gapmg tomb - 

Print the laſt kiſs on her true Romeo's lips, x 

His lips yet reeking from the deadly draught, +2 
+ Qr Jaffier kneel for one forgiving laoke, _ TY 
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Nor ſeldom let the Moor on Deſdemona 
Pour the miſguided threats of jealous rage. 

By ſoft degrees the manly torrent ſteals | 
From my ſwolPn eyes, and at a brother's woe 
My big heart melts in ſympathiſing tears. 
What are the ſplendors of the gandy court, 
. Its tinſel.trappings, and its pageant pomps ? 
To me far happier ſeems the baniſh'd Lord, 
Amid Siberia's unrejoicing wilds, , WARTON. 


Another great ſource” of amuſement as well as 
knowledge I have met with, in reading almoſt all the 
beſt novels; by the Zef, I mean thoſe written b 
Cervantes, Fielding, Smollett, Richardſon, Mi 
Burney, Voltaire, Marmontel, Sterne, Le Sage, 
"Goldſmith, Mackenzie, Dr. Moor, Green, C. Smith, 
Gunning, Lee, Reeves, Lennox, Radcliff, and fome 
others. Indeed I have often thought with Fielding, 
that ſome of thoſe publications have given us a more 
genuine hiſtory of Man, in what are called Romances, 

han is ſometimes to be found under the more re- 
pectable titles of Hiſtory, Biography, &c. I have 
rang dipped into every thing as Dr. Armſtrong ad- 
VIIESs . 


Toy with your books, and-as the various fits 
Of humour ſeize you, from phitoſopy 
To fable ſhift ; from ſerioos Antonine _ 
To Rabelais' ravings, and from proſe to ſong ; 
While reading pleafes,. but no longer read ; 
And gead aloud reſuynding Homer's ftrains, 
And wield the thunder of Demoſthenes. 
The cheft'fp exercifed, improves its thoughts, 
And quick vibrations thro? the bowels drive 
The reftleſs blood, which in unactive days 
World loiter elſe, through unelaftic tubes.. 
Deem it not trifting, while pecoramend 
What poſture ſuits; to ſtarid and fit by turns, 
As nazure prompts; is bef, but o'er your leaves 
To lean for ever-cxamps the _ parts,, 
Hod rods the kne machigery of its play. 
Age" Art of Preferving Health. 
In order to obtaih ſome ideas in Aſtronomy, Geo- 
graphy, EleQricay, Pneumatics, &c. F atteaded a 
w leures given by-the late eminent: Mr, Ferguſon, 
the preſent very figenious Mr. Walker, and: others; 
ard for fome time feveral gentlemen ſpent two or 
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three evenings in a week at my houſe, fer the pur- 

_ pole of improvement in ſcience, At-thefe meetings 
we made t of mana uſe = our time with globes, tele- 
ſcopes, microſcopes, . electrical machines, air pumps, 
air guns, @ goed bortle of wine, and other philoſophical 
inſtruments—— ; 


a———=— He a choſen few areund him ſees 

Whofe wotth attaches, and whoſe manners pleaſe, 

To whom he gives, from whom receives again, 

Augmented pleaſure, and diminiſh'd pain. PAT 

Eliay on Senſibility. 
The mention of which revives in my memory the 
loſs I ſuſtained by the premature death of a worthy | 
philoſophical friend, whom you have met, when you 
occaſionally did us the honour of making one of the 
re PArtys and benefiting us by your inſtrufions, 
I coul much in his praife, but ſhall forbear, as 
another fnend, who was alfo'one of this (T may trul 
ſay) rational affembly, has compoſed what I think a jul 
chara&ter of him, tree from that fulfome panegyric 
which too often degrades thoſe it 1s meant to cele- ' 
brate, and conveys 10 all who knew the parties, the 
idea of having been defigned as a burkedaue inftead 
of an encomium ; however, as you may not have ſeen 
it (though in print) and it will engrofs bat a'very 
lttle of your time to peruſe, T ſhall here beg leave to ' 
inſert it : ns 4s ON” 
«. With what ſurprife poſterity ſhall ſee 
« A panegyric penn'd without a fee !” 


4% On Sunday, May 24, 1789, died at his houfe in 
*% Worthip-{treet, Moorhclds, 'uged 5o, Mr. Ralph. 
*« Tinley; one who had not dignity of 'birth. or ele- 
« yated rank in life to boaſt 'of, who. poſſeſſed: 
v what is far ſuperior to either, a folrd underſtand-. 
« ing, amiable manners, a due ſeuſe of religion, and. 
« an induſtrious diſpofition.. Inſtead of riches, Pro- 
6 vidence bleſſed: him with a good ſhare of health, * 
«K and a mind contented with an humble fituation.. 
©. Thoſe: hours. which he could fpare from a proper” 
** attention to. the duties of a huſband and a tather, 
« and manual labour as a ſhoemaker,. were. incetiante 


- 
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- * ly employed in the improvement of his mind in va- 
« rious branches of ſcience; in many of which he 
« attained a proficiency, totally diveſted of that affecta- 
** tjon of ſuperiority which little minds aſſume. Theſe 
* qualities rendered him reſpected by all who knew 
&© him, as an intelligent man, and a moſt agreeable 
* companion. Among other acquifitions, ExnTomo- 
© LOGY was his peculiar delight. "Thus, far the 
«© proſpect is pleafing, It.is a painful taſk to, add, 
« that this amiable perſon fell a victim to an unhappy 
«error in taking a medicine. 'The evening previous 
« to his deceaſe he ſpent'in a philoſophical ſociety; of 
** which he had many years been a member, and where 
* his attendance had been conſtant ; but finding him- 
6 ſelf indiſpoſed, he in the morning early had re- 
« courſe to a phial of antimonial wine, which had 
« long been in his poſſeſſion, and of which only a 
«© fmall part remained. This, moſt unfortunately, he 
« ſwallowed ; and it having, by long maceration, ac- 
« quired an extraordinary degree of ſtrength, 'and 
« being rendered turbid by mixing with the metallic 
«« particles, it produced the effect of a violent poiſon, 
© occafioning almoſt inſtantaneous death. May his 
& fate prove a warning to others, to be careful how 
« they, venture to confide in their own judgment in 
_< 9, intricate a ſcience as medicine !—His valuable 
& cabinet of inſets, both foreign and domeſtic, ſup- 
« poſed to be one of the completeſt (of a private col- 
<« leftion) in the kingdom, all ſcientifically arranged 
« with peculiar neatneſs, and in the fineſt preſerva- 
tion, will (if it falls into proper hands,) remain a 
«* monument of his knowledge and application.” 
' Honour and ſhame/from no condition riſe ;z 

A& wel your; party there all the honor lies, | 

Fortune in men have ſome ſmall difference made, 

One ftaunts in rags, one flutters in brocade ; 

' The cobler apron'd, andthe parſon gown'd, 
The friar hooded, and the: monarch crown'd, 
What differ more (you cry ):than- crown and cowl ? 


'L'1 tell you friend—a -wiſe man and a fool. - 
Yowll 1. if once the monarch as the monk,. 


. _ Or, cobler- ASSN 
* Worth makes'the tan, arid want of it'the fellow, | 


. 


4. 


ike, the, parſpn will be drunk ; 
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.- My thirſt was, and till is ſo great for literature, 
that I could almoſt ſubſcribe to the opinions of' He- 
rillus the philoſopher, who placed in learning the ſo. 
vereigh good, and maintained that it was alone ſuffi. 
cient to make_us wiſe and happy; others have ſaid 
that © Learning is the mother of all virtue, and that 
vice is duoc from ignorance.” Although that is 
not ſtriftly true, yet 'I cannot help regretting the gif. 
adyantages I labour under by having been deprived 
of the benefits of an early education, as it is a loſs that. 
can' ſcarcely be' repaired, in any fituation. How 
much more difficult then was it for me to attain any 
degree of proficieney, when involved in the concerns 
of a large buſineſs? | - 
Without a genius learning, ſoars in vain, | 
| gr without learning, getuns finks again ; } 
| . Their forcs united, (crowns the ſprightly reign. 
0:7 #0eq£ 1 ELP#insToN's Horate,” 


The inftruftions that I received from men and hooks 
were often like the ſeeds ſown among thorns, the cares 
of the world choaked them: 

My head was full of houſebald cares, 

\.. And neceſſary dull affairs. ,,, Lord LyTTEL Tow. 
So that although T'underſtand a little of many branches 
of literature, |yet my knowledge 18, after all, T freely 
confeſs, but ſuperfictal;*which' indeed I need not have 
told you, Rr eett ofrot on Het: 01 93M! : to +14 
For me, '6h thislife's ſex which we explore, | 
| I ftrive'ts furtjſh ont a {kiff and 'oar, | 

+ - Fo regulate: deſire, the tempeſt check, * 

- And, if 1 canyfave reaſon, from a wreck. / 4 
o 401 67, (77115400 97046) oil) FORE BAS, DD Jrr Roe Bane: 
As Montaigne faid two hundred years ago, I may 
fay now, <4 I have'z« ſmatoch of. every thing, and no- 
*<. thing: i thoroughly -a-la-motlei. d#| Franroiſec' As to 
* my -natural;parts, I -oiterfind/thew to- bow under 
«©: the burden; my fancy. and judgment do but grope 
10 the dark, ftaggering, !tripping,and ſtumbling 3 
«and: when T:have gone: as.far:T can, I am by no 
© means ſatisfied; .I. ſee» more land ſtill before me, 
5 but fo.:wrapped: up. uv clouds, Hat my: dim fight 


bl 


7 
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« cannot diſtinguiſh what it is.” However, ſuper- 
ficial as my :knowtedye is, it affords me at endtcſs 
ſource of -pleaſurs.. TE 7 SALTS. 
And hooks are ſtill my higheſt joy, NS. 
Thefe earlieſt pleaſe, and tate c oy. Soamr Jexv Ns 

It has alſo been of very great uſe to me in.-hulineſs, 
enabling me to put a value pn; thouſands of articles, 
before | nes what ſuch books were commonly fold 
at: *tis true -] was ſometimes miſtaken, and: haveifold 
a, very great number of diffexent articles touch lower 
than 1 ought, eyen on my own; plan of ſelling very 
cheap, yet that never gave me the ſmalleſt concern ; 
but 1t 1 diſcovered that I had (as ſometimes was: the 
caſe) ſold any articles too dear, .it gave me mych un- 
eafineſs; for Whether 1 had any other motives I will 
leave to ſuch as are acquainted with me to determine ; 
but I reaſoned thus; it I ſell a book too dear, I per- 
haps. loſe that cuſtomer and his friends for ever; . 

If 1 fell articles confiderably under their real ya- 
Jwe, the -purchafer will come agyn and- recommend 
my ſhop to his acquaintances ; to that from the prin-. 
ciples of ſelf-iarereit-T would fell cheap., 1 always 
was tnelined to reaſon in this marter, and nine years 
lince a very. trifhag circamſtance opptrated much pon. 
my mind, and. fully convinced me:my jydgment was 
Tight on that head, ,, Mrs. Lackingion bad: bought a 
piece of linen to make me ſome {hirts; whanthe 
nen-draper's ,man brought -it. into. my .{bap, three 
hdies were preſent, and on ſecing the cloth apened, 
aſked Mrs. L.. what iDcofb per.yard: on being told. 

the price, they '#{F faid 1t was very cheap, ind each. 
lady went and'purchaſed the ſame quantity, to make. 
{bi:ts/ for their huſbands; :; thoſe pieces were:again dif 
Slayed to-their ecquaituarices;/:fothat:the linen-drapet 
£0t 'a deal of .cuſtan: from.\that; 'verycarbumftance; 
and I. reſolved: t0.d6 likewiſe. | Friviallas this \anets 
dots may. appear, you will pardon me tor-imrdducry- 
it, when, you reflect: that Tt: was prioduttive df nery 
beneficial conſequances,: and thas many greaerietbects 
have ariſen from. as [triviad caulch. - /Weiare even wotd 
#þat. viz. Maac Newton iwauld; :probgbly'nercp:have 
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ſtudied the ſyſtem of gravitation had he not been un- 
der an apple tree, when ſome of the fruit looſened 
from the branches and fell to the earth. It was the 

ueſtion of a fiinple | gang concerning a pump, 
that led Galileo to ſtudy and diſcover the weight of 
the air. T6 the tones of a Welch harp, are we in- 
debted for the Bard of Grey ; and Gibbon formed 
the delign of that truly great work, his Hiſtory of 
the Decline of the Roman Empire, while viewing 
the ruins of the Capitsl. | 


Lull'd in the countleſs chambers of the brain, 
Our thoughts are link'd by many a hidden chain 
Awake but one, and lo, what myriads riſe | 
Each Ramps its image as the other flies. 
| RoogRs's (Banker) Pleaſures of Memory 


I am, 
Dear Friend, 
Yours, 
rm mm mmm pp—RRRCRR_———— 


LETTER XXXIX. 


o— Honeſt Engliſhmen, who never were abroad, 

Like England only, and its taſte applaud. 

Strife fill ſubſiſts, which yields the better gout ; 

Books or the world, the many or the few: 

True taſte to me is by this touchſtone known, 

That's always beſt that's neareſt to my own, 
"4, | Max of Tate, 


DEAR FRIEND, 


 _, £4 T-has been long fince remarked, 
that a perſon may be well acquainted with books, or 
in other words, .miy be a very learned man, and yet. 
remain almoſt totally ignorant of men and manners, 
as Mallet remarks of a 9s divine ; 
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While Bentley, long to wrangling ſchools confin'd, . 

And but by bouks acquainted with mankind, 

Pares, in the fulneſs of 'the pedant's pride, | 

— —— _— — Tho' no judge decide. | 
ph ' _ Verbal Crificiſm. 


Hence many ' fine chimerical {5 ſtems of law, go» 
 vernment, &c. have been ſpun out of the prolitic 
brains of the learned, which have only ſerved to 
amuſe others as learned and as unacquainted with 
mankind as the authors, and have frequently pro- 
duced a number of remarks, replies, obſervations, 
ſevere (not to ſay ſcurrillous) criticiſms, and new 
ſyſlems and hypotheſes; theſe again gave birth to 
freſh remarks, rejoinders, &c. ad — (infinitum), 
Theſe learned men, after tiring themſelves and the 
public, have generally left- them juit as wiſe on the 
ſubject as when they began ; nay often 
From the ſame hand how various is the p"ge ; 


What civil war their brother pamphlets rage ? 
Tracts battle traRs, ſelf-contradiftions glare. YoUuNnGo. 


The reading and ſtudying of Hiſtory, Voyages, 
Travels, &c. will no doubt contribute much to that 
uſeful kind of knowledge, but will not alone be ſuffi 
cient; in order to become a proficient, © MAN, KNow 
THYSELF !” - was a precept of the ancient philoſo- 
phers. But I can ſcarce think it poſſible for any man 
to be well acquainted with himſelf, without his pol- 
ſefling a tolerable degree of knowledge of the relt of 
mankind, wes of | 

« —— His far'rite ſtudy is mankind, 
+ © And the Creator's brighteſt image—mind !” 


In the former part of my life I faw much of what 
1s called low life, and became acquainted with the 
cuſtoms, manners, diſpoſitions, prejudices, &c. of 
_ the labouring part of the community, in various cities, 

towns, and villages. : 

| | ——— TI love to ſee 
How hardly ſome of their frugal morſe! earn, 


It gives my own a zeſt, and ſerves to damp 
The longing appetite of diſcontent. Hu pb. | 
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For vears, paſt, I have fpent ſome of my leiſure 
hours among that claſs of people who are called opu- 
let or genteel tradeſmen; nor have I been totally ex- 
cluded from higher circles, 


4 


A-flow of good ſpirits I've ſeen with a ſmile 
To worth make a ſhallow pretence : 
And the chat of good breeding with eaſe, for a while, 


May paſs for good nature and ſenſe. 
| W. WHITEHEADs 


The middle'ſtation of life (ſays Hume) 1s the moſt 
favourable to the acquiring of wiſdom and ability, as 
well as virtue, and a man fo fortunate has a better 
chance? of attaining a knowledge both of men and 
things, than thoſe of a more elevated ſtation, He 
enters with more familiarity into human life; every 
thing appears-1n 'its natura!; colours before him; he. 
has more leiſure to form obſervattons, and has beſides 
the motive of ambition to puſh him on in his attain- 
ments, being certain that he can never riſe to any 
diſtinction, or -eminence in the world, without his 
own induſtry. - + GO IT VER oTS8. £7» 

« He ſuits to nature's reign th* enquiring eye, 

&« S$kill'd all her ſoft gradation to deſcry, | 

« From matter's modes, through inſtin&'s narrow ſway, 
« To reafon's gradual, but unbounded way, . ” ' vi 
« Theſe hold ten thouſand wonders to his-fight, 

« Which prompt enquiry, and inſpire delight + 

« Relations, properties, proportions, ends, 

© Burſt into light as the reſearch extends, 

&« Until unnumber'd fparks around him fall 

« From the great ſource of light, and life, and all f* - 


But among all the ſchools where the knowledge of 
mankind is to be acquired, I know of none equal ta 
that of a book/eller*s ſhop. A. bookſeller who has any 
taſte in literature, may in ſome meaſure be ſaid to 
feed his mind as cooks and butchers wives get fat by 
the ſmell of meat, If the maſter is of an inquiſitive 
and communicative turn, 'and is in a conſiderable 
line of bufineſs, his ſhop will ther be a place of re- 
ſort for then, women, and children, of various na- 
ra and of morc various capacities, giſpofitiong 

C 


4 
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© 'Who there but withes to prolung his tay, - 
« And on thoſe cafes cafſt'a limg”ring look ; 
© For who to thoughtleſs ignorance a prey 
__ « Neglects to hold ſhort dalliance with a book. 
« Reports attra&t the lawyer's parting eyes, _ 
« Novels Lord Fopling and Sir Plume require, 
« For ſongs and plays the voice-of beauty cries, - 
_ « Andſenſe and nature Grandiſon defire.”” | 
To addnce a few inſtances by way of illuſtration * 
—Here yeu, may find an old 4awd enquiring fors 
*# The Counteſs of Tray Hymn-book;”” an 
old worn-out rake, for ** Harris's Liſt of Covent- 
garden Ladies ;*” limple Simon, for ** The Art of 
writing Love-letters ;** and Dolly for a Dream-book, 
© or a Book about Moles; the lady of true +afte and de- 


licacy wants Louiſa Matthews ; and as lady's maid, 
h 


«+ Qvid's Art of Love;”” a doubting riltzan, calls 
for © The Crumbs of Comfort ;?” and a practical 
Antinomian, for ** Eton's Honey-comb of F ree Juſtifica» 
$ton ;” the pious Churohwoman, for ** The Week's 
Preparation ;** and the Atherf, for * Hammond's 
Letter to Dr. Prieſtley; Toulmin's Eternity of the 
World, and Hume's Dickacocs on Natural Religion ;* 
the Mathematician, for © Sanderſon's Fluxions;* and 
the Bzay, for ** The Toilet of Flora ;*” the Cour- 
_ tier, for ©©.Machiavel's'Prince,*”* or ©* Burke on the 
Revolutien in France ;?” and a Republican, for 
&« Paine's Rights of Man ;” the tap-room Politzcian, 
. wants *« The Hiſtory of Wat Tyler,” or of ** The 
Fiſherman of Naples;”” and-an old Chelſea Penforer, 
calls for « "The Hiſtory of the Wars of glotious 


Queen Anne;*” the Critic-calls for 4 Bayle's Hiſtori- 


cal Diftionary—Blair's Le&ures—Johnſon's Lives 
the Poets, and the laſt month's Reviewsz"* and. my 
Barber wants © The SefGops Paper,” or © The Trial 
of John the Painter ;*” the PFreethinker aſks for 
*« Hume's Eſſays,” and the young Studezt, for © Le- 
land's View of Deiſtical Writers ;*” the Far wne-teller 
wants © Sibley's Tranſlation of Placidus de 'Fitus,” 
or © Sanderſon's Secrets - of Fane 7” and the 
Sceptic wants ** Cornelius Agrippa's Vanity of the 
Arts and Sciences ;” an old hardened finner, wants 
« Bunyan's Good News for the vileſt of Men;"” aud 


mo 
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z woral Chriſtian wants ** The Whole Duty of Man ;” 
the Roman: Catholic wants * The, Lives of the Saints ;* 
the Proteffarnts wants ©* Fox's Book of Martyrs;”” one 
alks for. ** An Account. of Animal -Magnetiſm;"” 
another for © The Victorious, Philoſopher's Stone 
diſcovered ;?” one wants * The Death, of Abel;”” 
another defires to have ** The. Spanith, Rogue,;*”” one 
wants an/ © Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory ;*” another, © The: 
Tyburn, Chronicle;*” one. wants * Johnſon's Liyes 
vi the Highwaymen ;'” anothet wauts. © Gibbans's 
Lives of .ptous Women:;;?” Miſs #———þ; calls for 
+ Euclid in Greet ;** and'a young divinefor ** Juliet 
Grenvtle, n novel.;”” and the philoſopher dips into 
books on every ſubjeft, | | 

| But it would, be an endleſs taſk to ſet down the va- 
rious and oppotite articles that are. conſtantly called 
for in my ſhop. To talk to theſe different purſuers 
afrer happineſs, or amuſement, has given me much 


pleaſure, and. afforded me ſome knowledge of mane 
kind, and alſo of books. 


Go, read mankind ; he fairly claims the prizes 
Who in that ſchool fands lerfure to be wie. 
Por Munyruy. 


To hear the debates that frequently occur between: 
the different ,purchaſers-1s a fine amuſement ; ſo that 
I.have ſometimes compared-my ſhop to a ſtage. And. 
I. afſure you that a variety of charatters, ſtrongly: 
marked, conſtantly made their appearance, | 


Ye who puſh'd on by noble ardour. aim 
Ta ſocial life to gain immortal fame, 

- Obſerve the various paſſions of mankind, _ 
Gen'ral,. peculiar, ſingle and combun'd ;; «3 
How yauth from menhood differ in its views, (3 
And how old age ſtill other paths pnrſues ; 
How zeal in Priſcus nothing more than heats, 
Tn Codex barns, and ruins all it meets ; 
How freedom now a- lovely face ſhall wear, 
Now ſhock us in the likeneſs of a bear ; 
How jealouſy in ſome reſembles hate, 
In others ſeems but love grown delicate ; 
How modeſty is often pride refin'd, 
And virtue but the canker ofthe mind; 
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. How tove of riches, grandeur, life and fame, 


Wear diff rent ſhapes, and yet are till the ſame. 
| : Efſay on Converſation, 


Would my health permit my conſtant attendance, 
I ſhould preter it to every thing in life (reading ex- 
cepted) and you may recollet that for ſome years [ 
fought no other amuſement whatever. It was at a 
bookſeller's ſhop at Athens, that Zeno, after his great, 
loſs by ſhipwreck, found conſolation in reading Xe- 
nophan : 'there he ſoon forgot his loſs: Where (ſays 
he to the bookſeller) do theſe fort of men live ? The 
philoſopher Crates was at the door, whom Zeno fol- 
lowed, and from that hour became his diſciple. 

Having been long habituated to make remarks on 
whatever I ſaw or heard, is another reaſon why I 
have ſucceeded fo well in my bufineſs. Lhave'for the 
laſt ſeven years ſucceflively rold my acquaintances be- 
fore the year began, how much money I ſhould take 
in the courſe of it, without once failing of taking the 
ſum mentioned. I formed my: judgment by obſerving 
what kind of ſtock in trade I had in hand, and by 
conſidering how that ſtock was adapted to the different 
taſtes and purſuits of the times ; in doing this I was 
obliged to be pretty well informed of the ftate of 
. politics in Europe, as I have always found that book- 
felling 1s much affeRted by the political ſtate of affairs, 
For as mankind are in ſearch of amuſement, they ot- 
ten embrace the firit that offers. If there is any thing 
in the news-papers of conſequence, that draws many 
to the coffee-houſe, where they chat away the even- 
ings, inſtead of viſiting the ſhops of buokſellers (as 
they ought to do, no doubt) or reading at home, The 
beſt time for bookſelling,' is when there is no kind 
of news ſtirring ; then many of thoſe who for months 
would have donemorhing but talk of war or peace, 
revolutions, and counter-reyolutions, &c, &c,, tor 
want of other amuſement, will - have recourſe to 
books ; ſo that I have often experienced that the re- 
port of a war, or the trial of a great man, 'or indeed 
any ſubje& that attracts the' public attention, has + 
deen ſome hundreds of. pounds out of my pocket 1n » 
few weeks. ; 


-- 
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_ Before I conclude this letter, I cannot help ob- 
{erving, that the fale of books in general has in- 
creaſed prodigiouſly within the laſt twenty years. 
According to the beſt eſtimation I have been able ts 
make, I fuppoſe that more than four times the num- 
ber of books are fold now than [were fold twenty 
years 'fince. The poorer ſort of farmers, and even the 
poor country people in general, who before that period 
ſpent their winter evenings in relating ſtories of 
witches, ghoſts, hobgoblins, &c. now ſhorten the 
winter nights by hearing their ſons and daughters 
\ read tales, romances, &c. and on entering their houſes, 
you may ſee Tom Jones, Roderick Random, and 
other entertaining books, ſtuck up on their bacon- 
racks, &c. If Fohn goes to town with a load of hiy, 
he is-charged to be ſure not to forget to bring home 
&« Peregrine Pickle's Adventures ;** and when' Dolly 
is ſent to market to ſell her eggs, ſhe 1s commiſhoned 


to purchaſe ©* 'The Hiitory of Pamela Andrews.” In. 


- ſhort, all ranks and degrees nuw READ. But the meſt 
rapid increaſe of rhe ſale of books has been fince the 
termination of the late war. 


A number of book-clubs are alſo formed in.every 


part of England, where each member ſubſcribes a 
certain ſum quarterly to purchaſe books ; in ſome of 
theſe clubs the books after they have been read by all 
the ſubſcribers, are ſold among them to the higheſt 


bidders, and the money produced by ſuch ſale, 1s ex- 


pended in freſh purchaſes, by which prudent and ju- 
dicious mode, each member has it in his power to 
become poſlefſed of the work of any particular author 
he may judge deſerving a ſuperior degree of atten- 
tion ; and the members at large enjoy the advantage 
of a contigual ſuccefſion of different publications, in- 
ſtead of being reſtricted to a repeated peruſal of the 
ſame authors 5 which muſt have been the caſe with 
many, if ſo rational a plan had not been adopted. 

The Sunday-Schoals are ſpreading very fait in moſt 
parts of England, Pn 


Millions condemn'd, by earlieſt error taught, 
To live wittwwt the privilege of thought, MizayYe 
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which will acceſcrate the 4iffufion of knowledge 
among the lower claſfes of the community, and in a 
very tew years exceedingly increaſe the fake of books, 
Here permit me earneſtly to call on every honeſt 
bookſeller (1 truſt my call will not be in vain) as 
well as on every friend to the extenfion of knowledge, 
to unite (as yow I am confident will) in a hearty 
wo AME Ne | 


Periſh the liberal thought which would debaſe 
The native genius. of the /ozver race ! 
Periſh the proud philoſophy, which fought 
To rob them of the pow'rs of equal thought. 
Ms, H. Mooxt, 


Let ſuch as.doubt, whether the enlightening of the 
underſtandings of the lower orders ot ſociety makes 
them happier, or be of any utility to a ſtate, read 
the following lines-(particularly the laſt twelve) by 
Pr. Goldſmirh, taken from his Traveller : 


* Theſe are the charms to barren ſtates aflign'd, 
« Their wants are few, their wiſhes all confin'd ; 
« Yet let them only ſhare the praiſes due, 
«If few their wants, their pleaſures are but few ; 
« Since every want that ſtimulates the breaſt, 
« Becomes aſource of pleature-when redreſt. 
«« Hence from ſuch lands. each pleaſing ſcience flies, 
« That firſt excites deſire, and then ſupplies. 
« Unknown to them, when ſenſual plea(ures cloy, 
x « To fill the laoguid paufe with finer joy ; 
\ «© Unknown thoſe powers that raiſe tie ſon! to flame, 
x « Catch every nerve, and vibrates thro' the frame ; 
« Their level life is hut a mould'ring -fire, 
« Nor quench'd by want, nor fann'd by ſtrong deſirsz 
«« Vnfit for raptures, or if raptures cheer, 
« On fome high feſtival once a year, 
« In mild excefs the vulgar breaſt takes fire, 
« 'T1ll buried 4n debauch, the bliſs expires 


« But not their joys alone thus cearſely Aow, 

« Their morals, like their pleafures, are but low : 
« For, as refinement ſtops, from fre to ſon, 

« Unalter*d, unimprov'd thew manyers run 3 

« And love's and frieadſhip's finely pointed dart 

« Fall blunted from each indurated heart ; 
4: $ome ſterner virtues o'er the-mountain's breaft, 
© May ſit like falcon's low'ring on the act, 
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« Bot all the gentler morals, ſuch as play 
« Thro' life's more cuitivated walks, andicharm our way ; 
« Theſe, far diſpers'd, on tim'rous pinionus flyg 
« To ſport and flutter in the Kinder ſky.” 


T muſt beg leave alſo to quote a paſſage from the 
Abbe Rochan's Voyage to Madagaſcar and the Eaft 
Indies, tranſlated from the French by Joſeph Trapp, 
A, M. Svo. page 31. | | 

+© The improvement of reaſon has on the happineſs 
nf man an influence, which the heart of the moſt ſubtle * 
ſophiſter cannot invalidate. From that only period 
knowledpe is ſuſceptible of increaſe ; and the amelior: - 
tion and happineſs of a man has no. other ſcale of 
proportion than that very knowledge; for can the1e 
be a ſyſtem more dangerous, fnore falſe, than thax 
which would be founded on an oppoſite principle.” 

But to ſhew you the abſurdity and inconſiſtency of 
mankind,. TI muſt inform you, that a ſmall bovk, in 
the French language, was publiſhed at the Hague in 
1792, entitled, L*Homme Bon, 1.c, The Benevoe 
lent Man, 20” A 

In this work the author literally curſes sll the arts 
and improvements in civil ſociety; reprefents the. 
purſuits of ſcience, and the employment of. all the 
aoble faculties of man, as the. means of plunging us 
into deeper miſery, than can be known to-uncultivated 
{avages; who, according to hirh, are the only beings 

' that are happy, and worthy to inhabit the earth, 
He concludes his view of human life with this gloomy 
expreſſion: * If the miſery of our fatal condition 
were duly felt, it would not be neceſſary to menace 
us with evenlaſting fire.—This world is a hell!” See 
Monthly Review Enlarged, vol. iz. page 547, &c. 

It is worth remarking that the introducing hiſtories, 
ramances, ſtories, poems, &c. into ſchools, has been 
a very great means of diffuſing a general taſte for 
reading among all ranks of people, while in ſchoals, 
the children only read the Bible, (which was the caſe 
in many ſchools a few years ago) children then d1d 
not make ſo early a progreſs in reading as they have 
fince they have been R_ and entertained, as well 
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as inſtructed ; and this reliſh for books, in many, will 
laſt as long as lite. os 
I am alto informed that literature is making a till 


+more rapid progreſs in.Germany, and that there are 


at this time, feven thouſand living authors in that | 
country, and that eyery body reads. | 


. At natare's buth, Oh ! had the power divine 
Commanded the moral fun to ſhine, - 
Reani'd on the mind all reaſon's influence bright, 
_ And the full day ef inte//e&vual light, 
Then the free ſoul, on truth's ſtrong pinion born, 
"Had ncver lamguiſh'd 1n this ſhade forlorn. 
S454 | ]: LANGHORNE, 


;The great.riſe of paper falls heavy on bookſellers, 
particularly publiſhers: it will in ſame degree retard 
the progreſs df literature, I preventing the publica- 
tion of many works, that, but for the great price of 
paper, would have appeared. All new publications 
are preatly advanced in price, which muſt partly pre- 
vent the circulation, ANNA HAAS. 2: 

The high price of inferior papers, uſed by grocers, 


checſemongers, chandlers, &c. &c, have already 


cauſed many thouſand volumes to be deſtroyed, that 
ocherwihe would have been preſerved, and ſold at a 
low price.” The old long-winded folio divines are 
unmercifully ſacrificed, as are many of the Greek and 
Latin fathers, ſaints, ſchoolmen, phyſicians, &c. &c. 

I am, 


Dear Friend, 


4 


You IS, 


* 
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LETTER XL 


Firſt let the muſe with generous ardour try 
To chaſe the miſt from dark opinion's eye : 
Nor mean we here to blame that father's care, 
Who guards from learned wives his buoby heir $ 
Since oft that heir with prudence has been known, 
To dread a genius that tranſcends his own : 
The wiſe themſelves ſhould with diſcretion chooſe, 
Since letter'd nymphs their knowledge may abuſe, 
And huſbands oft experience to their coft 
The prudent houſewife in the ſcholar loſt : 
But thoſe incur defſerv'd contempt, who prize 
Their own high talents, and their ſex deſpiſe, 
With haughty mien each ſocial bliſs defeat, 
And ſully all their learning with cenceit : 
Of ſuch the parent juſtly warns his ſon, 
And ſuch the muſe herſeif will bid him ſhun. 
But lives there ons, whoſe unaſſuming mind, 
Tho' grac'd by nature, and by art refin'd, 
Pleas'd with domeſtic excellence, can ſpare 

- Some hours from ſKudious eaſe to ſocial carey 
And with her pen that time alone employs, 
Which others waſte in viſits, cards, and noiſe ; 
From affeation free, tho” deeply read, ; 
« With wit well natur'd, and with books well bred 7”? 
With ſuch (and ſuch there are) each happy day 
Muft fly improving, and improv'd away ; 
Inconftancy might fix and ſettle there, 
And wiſdom's voice approve the choſen fair. 


J. Duzconusr's Femineads 


DEAR FRIEND, 


Have been informed, that when 
circulating libraries were firſt opened, the bookſellers 
were much alarmed, and their rapid increaſe added 
to their fears, had led them to think that the ſala of 
books would be much diminiſhed by ſuch libraries. 
But experience has proved that the ſale of books, ſc 
far from being diminiſhed by them, has been greatly 
promoted, as from thoſe repoſitories, many thouſand 
families have been cheaply ſupplied with books, by 
which the taſte for reading has become much more 
general, and thouſands — books are purchaſed ter y 
| badge 4 
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year, by ſuch as have firſt borrowed them at thoſe 
libraries, and after reading, approving of them, be- 
come purchaſers, 

Circulating libraries have alſo greatly contributed 
towards the amuſement and cultivation of the other 
fex ; by far the greateſt part of ladies have now a 
taſte for books, | | 


«  — Learning, once the man's excluſive pride, 
« Seems verging faſt towards the female fide.” 


It is true, that I do not, with Miſs M.Wolſtoneeraft, 
© carnefſtly wiſh to ſee the diſtinction of ſex corifounded 
in ſocicty,” not even with her exception, .** unleſs 
where love animates the behaviour,” I difter widely, 
however, from thoſe gentlemen, who would prevent 
the ladies from acquiring a taſte for books; and as yet 
1 have never ſeen any ſolid reaſon advanced, why 
ladies ſhould not poliſh their underſtandings, and 
render themſelves fit companions for men of lcnſe, 


Long o'er the world did Prejudice maintain, 

By ſounds like theſe, her undifputed reign: 

« Woman ! (ſhe cry'd) to thee, indulgent heavyers 

Has all the charms of outward beauty given ; . 

Be thine the boaſt, unrival'd, to enflaye - 

The great, the wife, the witty, andthe brave; 

Peck'd with the Paphian rofe's damaſk glow, 

And the vale-lily's vegetable fnow ; _ | 

Be thine, to move majeſtic in the dance, 

To roll the eye, and aun the tender glance ; 

Or touch the ſtrings, and breathe the melting ſong, 

Content to emulate that airy throng, |, 

Who to the ſun their painted plumes Uiſplay, 

"And. gaily glitter on: the hawthorn ſpray ; 

Or wildly warble in the beechcn grove, 

Carelefs of ought but muſic, joy, and love. 
| LED Female Genius, 


I have, indeed, often thought that one great reaſon, 
why ſome gentlemen ſpend all thoir lerfure bours 
abroad, is the want of rational companions at home; 
for if a gentleman happens to. marry a fine; lady, as 
juſily painted by Mifs Wolſtonecraft, or the ſquare 
elbow family drudge, 'as drawn to the life by the 
ſame hand, I muſt confeſs that I ſee no great induce- 
ment he can have to defire the company of his wite, 
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25 ſhe ſcarce can be called a rational companion, or 
one fit to be2*entruſted with the education of her 
children. Even Roufleau is obliged to acknowledge 
thatit © is a melancholy thing tor a father of .a fa- 
mily, who 1s fond of home, to be obliged to be al- 
ways wrapt up in himſelf, and to have nobody about 
him to whom he can impart his ſentiments.?? Zim- 
merman, by having a more exalted opinion of the 
ſex, has drawn a fine' picture of domeſtic happineſs. 
* Of what value are all the babblings and vain 
boaſtings of ſociety to that domeſtic felicity wv hich we 
experience in the company and conyerſation 'of an * 
amiable woman, whoſe charms awaken all the dor- 
mant faculties of the foul, and inlpire the mind with. 
finer energies than all our own exertions could attain 
who in the execution of our enterprizes prompts us by 
her aſſiſtance, and encourages us by her approbatton, 
ro ſurmount every difficulty j who impreſſes us with 
the greatneſs of her ideas, and the ſublimity of her 
 ſentimenrs ; who weighs and examines with judicious 
penetration our thoughts, onr actions, our whoie 
charatter; who obſerves alt our foibles, warns: us 
with ſincerity of their conſequences, and reforms us 
with gentleneſs and affection; who, by a tender com- 
munication of all her thoughts and obſervations, con- 
veys new inſtruction to our minds, and by pouring 
all the warm and generous feelings of her heart into 
our boſoms, animates us inceſſantly to the exerciſe of 
every virtue, and completes the poliſhed perfection. 
of our character, by the ſoft allurements of love, and 
the delightful concord of her ſentiments.” 


F Lord Littelton adviſes well in the two following 
ines: 


&« Do you, ry fair, endeavour to poſſeſs 
« An elegance of mind, as well as dreſs.” 


The following ſketch of the life of a fine lady, well 
deſerves a place here : ye 


Muſcalia dreams of laft night's ball till ten, 
Drinks chocolate, ftroaks fops, and fleeps again.z- 
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Perhaps at twelve dares ope her drowſy ey 5g 
Aſks Lucy if 'tis late enongh to riſe ; 
By three each curl and feature juſtly ſet, 
She dines, talks ſcandal, viſits, plays piquet. 
Mean while her babes with fome foul nurfe remain, ' . 
For modern dames a mother's cares diſdain ; 
Each fortnight once ſhe bears to ſee the brats, 
« For, oh ! they ftun one's ears like ſqualling cats!” 
Tigers and pards prote& and nurſe their young, 
The parent ſnake will roll her forked tongue, 
; The vulture hovers vengeful o'er her neſt, 
* If the rude hand rhe helpleſs brood infeſt. 
Shall lovely woman, ſofteſt frame of heav'n, 
To whom were tears, and feeling pity giv'n 
Moſt faſhionably cruel, lefs regard 
_ Her offspring, than the vulture, ſnake, and pard ? 
» Dr. J. WaRrTovn on Faſhion, 


I cannot help thinking, that the reaſon why ſome 
. of the eaſtern nations treat the ladies with ſuch CCn- 
tempt, and look upon them in ſuch a degrading point 
ot view, is owing to their marrying them when mere 
. children, both: as to age and underſtanding; which 
latt being intirely neglected, they ſeldom are capable 
of rational converſation, and of courle a are neglected 
and deſpiſed, 


Oar Britiſh nywphs with happier omens rove, 
At freedom's call, thro' wifdom's ſacred grove ; 
And, as with laviſh hand, each ſiſter grace 
Shapes the fair form, and regulates the face. 
Each fiſter muſe, in bliſsful union join'd, 
Adorns, improves, and beautifies the mind. 
Even now fond fancy in our poliſh'd land 
Atfembl'd, ſhows a blooming, ſtudious band : 
With various aits our rev'rence they engage, 

- Scrne turn the runeful, ſome the moral page ; 

"tl hele, fed by contemplation, ſoar on high, 
And rage the heavens with pliiloſophic eye : 
VV. ile thoſe, ſurrounded by a vocal choir, 
The canyaſs tinge, or touch the warbling lyre. 
Here, l:;ke the ſtar's mix'd radiance, they unite 
To Jazzle and perplex our wand'ring fight :. 
The mute each charmer fingly ſhall ſurvey, 

And tune to each her tributacy lay. 

So when, in blendid tints, with ſweet ſurprize, 
Aſſembled beauties ſtrike our raviſh'd eyes, 
Such 2s in Lely's melting colours ſhine, - 
Qt ipring, great Kaeller ! from a hand like thine, 
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On all with pleaſing awe at once we gaze, 

And, loft in wonder, kaow not which to praife : \ 

But. fingly view'd, each nymph deligtits us more, 
Niſclofing graces unperceiy'd before. Female Genius, 


Ladies now in general read, not only novels, al- 
though many of that claſs are excellent pruductions, 
and tend to poliſh bo:h the heart and head; but they 
alſo read the beſt books in the Engliſh language, and 
many read the beſt works in various languages; and 
there are ſome thouſands of ladies, who frequent my 
ſhop, that know as well what books to chooſe, and 
are as well acquainted with works ot taſte and genus, 
as any gentlemen in the kingdom, notwithſtanding 
they ſneer againſt novel readers, 8&c. 


- 


The rights of women, ſays a female pen, 
Are to do every thing as well as men, 
And fince the ſex at length have been inclin'd 
To cultivate that uſeful part, the mind ; ; p 
Since they have learnt to read, to write, to ſpel} ; 
Since ſome of thera have wit, and uſe it we!:!; 
Let us not force them back with brow ſevere, 
Within the pale of ignorance and fear | * 
_ Confin'd entirely to domeſtic arts, ; 
Producing only children, pies, and tarts, .Nanre. 


I am ſorry that Dr. Gregory had ſome reaſon for 
giving the follywing advice to his daughters : © It 
you haypen (ſays he) to have any learning, keep it 
a profound ſecret, eſpecially from the men, who ge- 
nerally Iook with a jealous and malignant eye on a 
woman of great parts,*? | 


Upon my !ife, the men are ſuch odd fellows, _ 
They're even grown of temale /earning jealous z 
Theſe mighty Lords came all ſo learn'd from College, 
They grudge Poor us our little ſhare of knowledge ! 
Ladies, fince things are thus, take this advice, 
Be in your choice of men extremely nice. 
| KEearTE's Epilogue to the Wonder, 


My God, what ſort of men muſt theſe be! and 
what degrading ideas muſt they have of women, —— 
Butler, when he wrote this couplet, ſeems to have 
been one of that fort; _ 


' The ſouls of women are ſo'ſmall, 
That ſome believe they've none at all. REMAiy$s 
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The following fine lines of Peter Pindar diſcovers 
more generous fentument<: I will add, that 1 bare 
often been able to repeat them with ſenſations almoſt 
bordering on rapture: 
« Why, yes, it may happen, thou dam/el divine, | 
©. To he honeſt, 1 freely declare, | 


* That e'en now to thy converſe I ſo much incliqe, 
« I've already forgot thou art fair.” 


A gentleman of my acquaintance, lately rode fifty 
miles, for the pleaſure of ſeeing and converſing with 
a learned woman, but very little known ; her name is 
Elizabeth Ogilvie Benger; when very. young, ſhe 
wrote a.poem, entitled the Female. She not only 
underſtands Latin, Greek, Italian, Spaniſh, ud 
other languages, but is well verſed in various branches 
of arts and ſciences. She 1s a tide-waiter's daughter, 
in or near Poatſmouth ; it ſeems ſhe learned to read 
and write, by picking. up bits of paper in the ſtreet, 
with which ſhe would renre to her parret, 


Shall lordly man, the theme of every lay, 
Uſurp the mule's tributary bay ? | 
In kingly tate on Piadus' fammit fit, 
+ Tyrant of verſe, and arbiter of wit? 

By ſalic law the female right deny, 
And view their genius with regardleſs eye? 

ice, forbid ! and every mnſe mſpire 

© fog the glories of the fiſter-chaar ! 
Riſe, riſe, bold ſwain ; and to the IiſPning grove 
Reſound the praiſes of the ſex yon love; 
Tell how, 2dorn'd with every charm, they ſhine, 
In mind and perſon equally divine, p 
"Till man, no more to female merit blind, 
Admire the perſon, but adore the mand. 
To theſe weak ftrains, Q thou ! the ſex*'s friend 
And conſtant patron, Richardſon ! attend ; 
Thon, who ſo oft with pleas'd, but anxious care, . 
Haſt watch'd the dawning genius of the fair, 
With wonted ſmites wilt hear thy friend diſplay 
The yarions graces of the fernale lay ; TY 
Stadivus from folly's yoke their minds to free, 
Aud aid the generous cauſe eſpous'd by thee. + 
: | Duncomse's Epiftle to RicHarDSONs 


The polite author of the Letters concerning Taſte, 
Hays,” © The frequent converſation with women bar- 
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© monizes the ſouls of men, and gives them an en* 
* chanting grace. I am of opinion, (ſays he) it was 
* this conſtant 1dea of delicacy and ſoftneſs, colle ted 
« from an habitual intercourſe with the fair polifhers 
&« of our ſex, and .united. into one complicated form 
« of beauty, which playing perpetually in the ſoul of- 
« Raphael, diffuſed itſelf through his pencil over all 
« his works; and-through his looks, - deportment, 
« and tongue, over all his words and actions. Such 
« has ever been, and ever will be the power of thoſe 
« amiable creatures !--=Women are the fountains from 
«© whence flow the blended ſtreams of taſte and plea- 
« ſure; and the draught of life is more or leſs fires 
« as they are mingled in the cup.” | 

I' have inſerted the preceding quotation for the. 
ſake of a claſs of gentlemen whic 7 
(but never wiſh to fee again) who are Hever eaſy after 
dinner until the ladies are withdrawn. This horrid 
cuſtom 1s very much on the decline: it is a remain 
of barbariſm, which many ſenfible gentlemen com- 
plain of, and wiſh to fee it quite done away ; was 
that the caſe, the ladies would have greater motives 
to, and more opportunities of cultivating their un- 
derſtandings, I muſt give you a quotation from the 
produCtion of a poor milk-woman, wha is another ins 
{tance to prove that ** the ſoul is of no ſex.”” 


Why boaſt, O arrogant, imperipns man, 
PerfeRQtions ſo excluſive } are thy powers 
Nearer approaching to the Deity 2 Canſt thon folyc 

neſtions which high Infinity propognds, - 
Soar nobler flights, or dare iramortal deeds, 
Unknown 49 woman, if ſhe greatly dare - 
To uſe the pow'ss ailign'd her? ARtive ftrength, 
The boaſt of animals, is clearly thine : | 

this uphold, thou thick”; the leſſon rare 
female virtue teach, poor the hejght 

Which female wit obtains. The theme unfolds 
It's ample maze, for Mogtague befriends 
The puzzled thought, and Hlagicg in the eye 
Of bolden\d oppofition Rrait preſents | 
The ſoul's beſt energies, her keeneſ powers, 
Cleaz, vigorous, and enlightened. Mrs. Yo anti Eyy 


p_ 


© —— SIE. o——=- 3 tho. — —" ai." Dc ADISOESSS | 


have often ſeen, 


22 Ant 


—_ 


= RW 


- —————_  _ coo © <4 _ ASIF Io oi, > - WOT en. en. 
- 
. 


- 


254 LIFE OF ]. LACKINGTON. 


Notwithſtanding my having quoted ſo much in 


this letter-already, I muft add the following from the 
Village Curate ; | 


I do not wiſh to ſee the female eye 
Waſte all its luſtre at the midnight lamp ; 
I do not wiſh to ſee the female cheek 

' "Grow pale with application. Let their care 

_ Be to preſerve their beauty ; that ſecur'd, 

: Tmaprove their judgment, that the loving fair 
May have W eye to know the man of worth, 
And keep ſecure the jewel of her charms | 
From him that ill deſerves, Let the ſpruce bean, 
That beau, ſweet-ſcented, and palay'rous fool, 
VWho talks of honour and his ſword, and plucks 
The man that dares adviſe him by the noſe : 

That puny thing, that hardly crawts about, 
Reduc'd by wine and women, yet drinks on, 
And vapours Joudly o'er his glaſs, reſoly'd 
To tell a'tale of nothing, and out-ſwear 
The northern tempeſt; let that fool, I ſay, 
Look. for a wife in vain, and live deſpis'd. 


IT would that all the fair ones of this ile 
Were ſuch as one F knew. Peace to her ſoul, 
She lives no more, And I a genius need 
To paint her as ſhe was, almoſtlike, methiaks, 
That amiable maid the poet drew, | 
». Stealing 2 glance front Heayv'n,. and call 'd' her Portia. 
Fropy the man, and happy fure he was,. 
wedded. Bleſt with her, he wand'red not 
To ſeek for happineſs; *twas his home. 
How often have T pans'd, and chain'd my tongue, 
To hear the muſic of her ſober words! 
How often have I wonder'd at the grace - 
Inſtruction hoyrow'd from. her eye and cheek } 
Surely that mgig is worth a nation's gold, 
Who has ſuch rich reſourſes in her ſelf 
- For them ſhe rears. A mother well inform'd 
Entails a bleſſing on her infant charge 
Better than riches ; an unfailing cruſe A 
She leaves behind her, which the faſter flows _ 
The more 'tis drawn; where ev'ry ſoul may feed, 
And ngpght diminiſh of the pubhc ſtock, _ 


Say, man, what more delights thart the fair ? 
Why ſhould we not be patient to endure &) 

If they command? We rule the noiſy world;.. - 
"But they rule us, * Phen teach them how to guide, 
| S 0% | | 
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| And hold tlis rein, with judgment, Their applauſe 
_. May once afain, teftore 4 qujtr ren _ [EN 
'.-* Of virtue, love, and-peact; and'yet bring back - 
The bluſh f folly, and the ſhame of: vice. Hupao1s. 


4 Dear Friend, ' © x: 
| Yours. 


" $ = 
* 


LETTER XLL 


Happy the man that has each fortune try'd, 
To whom ſhe much has given, much deny'd, 
With abſtinence all delicates he ſees, | 
And can regale himſelf with toaſt and cheeſe, 7 

| Art of Cookery. 
&« One ſolid diſh his week-day meals affords, 
« And added pudding conſecrates the Lord's.” 


Your buſineſs neer defer from day to day, ; 
Sorrow and poverty attends delay ; | 


Put lu! the careful man ſhall always find « 
Encreaſe of weaith according ta his mind. 
| Coox R's Heſiod. 


DEAR FRIEND, '' v, Erali 


HE public at large, and book- 


ſellers in particular, have beheld my encreafing ftock 
with the utmoſt aſtoniſhment, they being entirely az * 
a loſs to concetye by what means I have been enabled. 
to make good all my payments; and for ſeveral years, 
in the beginning of my bulineſs, ſome of the trade 
repeatedly aſſerted, that it was totally unpoſſble that 
I could continue to pay far the large numbers of 
| books which I conſtantly purchaſed; ant ten years 
fince, being induced to take a journey into my.own 
country, with a view to the reſtoration of my- health, 


M 6 
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' materially injured by jatenſe application to catalogue. 
making, toe, much reading, ho. During the kx a 
that I retired into the weſt, Mrs. Lackington was 
perpetually interrogated reſpeQing the time that I 
Was Cx d to return» This was done in ſuch a 
manner as evidently ſhewed that many pretended to 
thikk that I never intended to return at all, 


Ye Gods above !—ye blackguard boys below ! 
Oh, ſaſh their Kotkings, and avenge my woe. 
. Heroic Epiſtle to Twrss, 


How great was their ſurpriſe, when, as-a.prelude 
to my return, I ſent home ſeveral waggon loads of 
books which I had purchaſed in the country. 

As I never had any part of the rife in my compo- 
ſition, I always proportioned my expences according 
to my profits; that is, I have for many years ex- 
pended two thirds of the profits of my trade; which 
proportion of expenditure I never exceeded, 


« Things to their owners minds, their merit ſquare, 
« Good if well ufed; if ill, they evils are.” 


| If you will pleaſe to refer to Dr. Johnſons © Idler” 
*& for the progreſs of Ned Drugget,'” you will ſce 
much of the progrefs of your humble ſervant depicted, 


Should forttme capriciouſty ceaſe to He c6y, 
_ And mforrents of plenty deſcend, 
I doubtleſs, hike others, ſhonld claſp her with joy, 
Anc my wants and my wiſhes extend. | 
. WW, WurTEnraD 


' Like Ned, in the beginning Fopenes and ſhut m 
own ſhop, and welcomed a friend” by a ſhake of whe | 
and. A a year after, prbers: —_— / "re 
" acroſs the way for @ pot of good porter. A few years 
after that, I ſometimes invited my friends tq dinner, 
and, proviced them a roaſted flet of weat: in'a pto- 
 .greflive courſe the ham was introduced, and a purtding 
was the next adrvng nnace to the _ For _ 
ime a glaſs of brendy aud water was a Iurtzury ; 1 plats 
of Mir. Beaufoy's ragfen 4wne ſucceeded; and as Foe 
"ay Favo Thirds of my profits-enabled me to afford good 
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red port, it immediately - appeared; nor was ſherry 
long behind 0 4 FRE 
« Wine whets the wit, improves its native force, 
« And gives a pleaſing flavour to-diſcourſe, 
« By making all our ſpirits debonair, 
«& Throws off the fears, the ſediments of care,” 
« As April when painting the furrows, 
« Drives winter away to the pote ; 
«« Otd port, by difpelting life's forrows. 
« Relaxes'the froft of the ſont.” 


It was ſome years before I diſcovered that a lod 
ing in the country was very conducive to my healtf, 
Gay*'s lines were then repeated : 

« Long ia the noiſy towa I've been immur'd, - 

« Reſpir'd in ſmoke, and all its cares endur'd.” 


The yearafter, my country /odging by regular. gra» 
dation was transformed into a country hou/e ;' and in 
another year, the inconveniences attending a [/fage 
coach were retnedied by a chariot, 


My precious rib has ventur'd to declare, 
*T1s yulgar on- one's legs. to take the air. | 
EY | Comforts of Marriape. 
For four years, Upper Holloway was ta me an elypun. 


« Fled from the dear, deluſive town, . | 
« From ſcenes of trade and noiſe ; 
« Here, undiftord'd, 1 fet me down, 
« And taſte ferener joys. 
« Here, happineſs muſt ever live, 
« Here, health and peace unite, | 
« While art and nature join to give z 
« Refreſhmept with delight.” a" 
Jurrey next appeared unqueſtionably the moſt beay- 
tiful county 'm' England, and Upper Merton the molt 
rural village in Surrey, So now Mertox-ts ſeiefted as 
the ſeat of occational philoſophical reticements 


Here on a fingle plank thrown Tafe aſhore, . 

IT hear the tumult of the —_ nds ug .-40 

As that of (eas remore or dying Ktorms, «+ 
Nere like a ſhepherd gazing from fits huts, 
PTowthing his'reed, of leaning on his Ralf. 
Eager ambition's Hery chace I leey. 


. 
" 
VER ertr <ovncns > ooeo— ew yt 
_ _ —— — —_ 
5 tht _ - 
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© 3 I ſee.the cugling; hayt of noily men, ' 7 +, 
_ Burſt GS long. leap the mounds of gight, - 
Purſuing and purſu'd, each other's prey. Youxs, 


But I aſſure you, my dear friend, that -in every 
ſtep of my progreſs, envy and malevolence has pur- 
ſued me cloſe. | NE: 


When-Envy, riſing from the realms below, . 
 Look'd round the world, her vengeance to beſtow, 
No little ſcheme of ſupercilious pride, 
No mean, malicious arts ſhe left untry'd. 
: | Miſs M. FALCoNERs 


When by the advice of that, eminent phyſician, 
Dr. Letſom, I ipurchaſed a horſe, aud ſaved my life 
by the exerciſe it afforded- me, the old adage, ** Se: 
a beggar on horfeback and he'll ride to the Devil,” was 
deemed fully verified; but when Mrs. Lackirgton 
mounted another, ** they were very ſorry to fee 
people ſo young in buſineſs run on at ſo great a rate!” 
The occafional relaxation. which we enjoyed in the | 
country was cenſured as an abominable piece of pride ; 
but when the carriage and ſervants in | wage appeared, 
« they would not be the firſt to Hurt a foolith tradel- 
man's character ; but if (as was but too probable) the 
docket was not already ſtruck, the Gazette would foon 
ſettle that point.” . | 


Baſe Envy withers at another's Joy, ; 
And hates that excellence it cannot reach, - THOMSON, 


« Tt 1s no leſs a proof (ſays Dr. Johnſon) of emi- 
nence to have many enemies, than many friends,” 
Thoſe envious perſons will appear in 'a more un- 
favourable point of view when I inform you that 
they all well knew that I could with propriety adopt 
the following lines of Thomſon : : 
All is the gift of Inpus TRY 3 whate'er 


Exalts, embelliſhes and renders life 
* Delightful. | SEASONS». 


| But I bave bees lately informed that theſe good 
| watured and compaſſionate people have for ſome- time 
found it neceffary to alter their ſtory,  — 
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No more ſhall want thy weary hand conſtrain, 
Henceforth gaod days and plenty ſhall betide ; 
The gods will for thy good old age provide ; 
A glorious change attends thy low eſtate ; 
Sudden and mighty riches round thee wait 
Be wiſe, and uſe the lucky hour of fate. 
Rowe's Lucan. 
It ſeems that at laſt they have diſcovered the ſecret 
ſprings from whence I drew my wealth ; however, 
they do not quite agree in their accounts, for although 
fome can tell you the very number of my fortunate 
lottery ticket, others are as poſitive that T found 
 bank-notes in an old book, to the amount of many 
thouſand pounds, and if. they pleaſe, can even tell 
you the title of the yur fortunate old book that con- 
tained this treaſure. But you ſhall receive it from 
me, which you will deem authority to the full as 
unexceptionable, I aſſure you'then, upon my honour, 
that I found the whole of what I am poſſeſſed of, in 
SMALL PROFITS, bound by INDUSTRY, and claſped 
by oECONOMY. 
Gilt toils for gain at honour's vaſt expence,, 
Heaven throws the trifle into innocence, 
And fixes happineſs in hell's deſpite, 
The neceſſary confequence of right. 
, Earl NUGENT to Lozd Corxnmuny, 


Read this, ye covetous wretches, in all trades, 
who, when you get a good cuſtomer, are for making 
the moſt of him! But if you have neither honour nor 
honeſty, you ſhould at leaſt poſſeſs a little common. /en/e. 
Reflect on the many cuſtomers that your over-charges. 
have already driven from your ſhops ! doyou think that 
you can always find a fufficient number of cuſtomers, 
fo deficient ifi penetration as not to diſcover your cha- 
rafters? no ſuch thing. Your exorbitant charges 


are a general ſubjeCt of converfation and diſlike : you 
cannot with confidence look your own cuſtomers in 
the face, as you are conſcious of your meanneſs apd 
impoſition, and your ſordid diſpoſition 1s evidently 
the reaſon, that ſome gentlemen are led to look with 
contempt and diſdain on tradeſmen. But when men, 
in trade are men of honour, they will in general be. 
treated'as ſuch; and were it otherwife, - © 
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One ſelf-approving hour whole years outweighs, 

Of ſtupid ſtarers, and of lond hnzzas : 

And more true joy Marcellus exit'd feels, 

Than Czſar with a ſenate at his heels. Porr. 


« Self-eſteem (fays a French author) is one of the 
firſt ingredients of man's bappineſs.”” 


« From thence ſuch ſenſations, ſuch high pleaſures flow, 
« As mean ſouls ne'er dream of, as bad hearts ne'er know,” 


I pity from my foul many wretches whom I oh- 
ſerve bartering away their conſtitutions, and what 
few liberal ſentiments they may pofleſs ; rifing early 
and fitting up late, exerting all the powers of 
- body and mind, to get what they call-a competency, 

no matter by what means this is effected, 


Silver to gold, we own, ſhould yield the prize ; 

And gold to virtue ; louder folly crics, 

Ye ſons of care, tet money firſt be ſought z 

Virtue is only worth a fecond thought, 

My friends get money ; get a large eſtate, 

By honeſt means ; but get at any rate. 

This maxim echoes ſti}l from ſtreet to ſtreet, 

While young and old the pleaſing ſtrains repeat. 
Francis's Horace. 


| "Thouſands aQually deſtroy themſelves in accom- 
pliſbing thear grand deſign. 


——— I fee with what grovelling proſpeAs in view, 
Humana creatures ſelf-intereſt unceaſing purſue. 


Others, live to obtain the long-wiſhed for country 
retreat. Bot, alas! the promiſed happineſs is as far 
| from them as ever, often farther. The buſy buſtling 
| Tcene of bufineſs being over, a vacuity in the mind 
takes Pt ſpleen and vapours fucceed, which en- 
_ creaſe bodily infirmities, death ſtares them in the face. 
The mean duty wdys by which much of their wealth 
bas been obtained make retroſpect reflections intoler- 
able. Philoſophy ſtands aloof, nor ever deighs ta 
waſit the ſordid foul. Gardens and pleaſure grounds: 
become dreary deſerts ; the miſerable poſlefors liuger 
out a wretched exiſtence, or put a period to it with 


LIFE OF J. LACKINGTON, 26r 


2 halter or piſtol; and the world goes on as well with- 
out them : | ESE 6 ; 


Sed, loathing, hopeleſs hear of bliſs, 
Some plunge to ſeek it into death's abyſs. | 
| Loxp NuctxrT. 


« Were this not common would it not be ſtrange ? 
« That 'tis ſo common, this is ſtranger till.” 


I cannot omit to quote the following fine lines 
from Mr. Soame Jenyns, as they naturally occur. to 
my recollection + 


Vſeleſs in buſineſs, yet unfit for eaſe, 

Nor kill d to mend mankiud, nor form'd to pleaſe, 
The mind not taught to think, no uſeful ſtorz 

To fix refletion, dreads the vacant hourz 
Torn'd in itſelf, its nnmerous faults are feen, 

And all the mighty void that lies within. 

*Tis conſcious virtue crowns the ibleft retreat. 


« Solitude (ſays Cowley) can be well fitted and 
ſet aright, but upon very few perſons. They 
have knowledge enough of te world to ſee the follics 
of it; and virtue enough to deſpiſe all vanity.” 


Sweet ſolitude has charms to ſooth thy ſoul ; 
To purge thy mind from thoughts that wonnd thy pence, 
And fill that reafon which ſhould be thy guide. 

But let the guilty murderer beware : 

He come not near theſe happy plains of peace; 

Each buſh he meets ſha!l make him ſtart amaz'd, 

And each bright ſtar ſfirike horror to his ſoul ! 

Loſt as he wanders thro' the mazy grove, 

(Afﬀrighted nature ſhrinking from his tvuch) 

The warbling birds, whoſe notes melodivus found 

On every buſh their great Creator's praiſe, 

And Philomet ftrike murder to his ears ! 

Dagger to the guilty minds; and balm to thoſe, 

Whoſe conſcience, free from guilt, affliction feels, 

O ſolitude ! thou fpriag of earthly bliſs, 

Where honeſt worth may mect a ſure reward, 
And, free from ſcandal, pride and enyy, live 
Content on earth, till it grows zipe for Heaven | 


SWAIN. 
The profits of: my buſineſs the preſent year 1791, 
wili amount to FOUR THOUSAND POUNDS*., What 


* Since-this was wrote, my bufineſs is enlarged ; in 1792, my 
profits were about 500nl.—in 1793, about the ſame fum.-1 


fuppoſe, had it not been for the war, the profits of -1793, 


would have been at leaſt 60901, 
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it will increaſe to I know not ; but if my health will 
permit me to carry it on afew years Ionger, there is 
very great prubability, confidering the rapid increaſe 
which each fucceeding year has produced, that the 
profits wilt be double what they now are; for I here 
pledge my reputation as atradeſman, never to deviate 
trom my old plan of giving as much for libraries as 
it 18 poſſible for a tradeiman to give, and ſelling them 
and new publications alfo, for the fame 8MALL PRo- 
FIts that have been attended with ſuch aftonithing 
ſucceis for ſome years paſt, And I hope that my aſ- 
fiſtants+ will alfo perſevere in that attentive oblhiging 
mode of conduct which has ſo long diſtinguiſhed No, 
46 and 47 Chiſwell-ſtreet, Moorfields ; conſcious, 
that ſhould I ever be weak enough to adopt an oppo- 
fite line of conduct, or permit thoſe who a& under 
my direction ſo to do, I ſhould no longer meet with 
the very extraordinary enceuragement and ſupport 
which I have hitherto experienced; neither ſhould I 
have the ſmalleſt claim to a continuance of it under 
ſuch circumſtances, 


But may confuſion on the wretch await ! 
Be poverty, diſgrace, contempt his fate ! 
Who the juſt end and means can diſregard, 
Yet arrogantly hope the juſt reward. F 
. Epiſtle to a Barriſter, 


I cannot here help addrefling my cuſtomers in the 
following lines : 
Unlike th' ingrate, tho' favours ceaſe to flow, 
Never may I forget the debt I owe. 
Still as each circling ſeaſon ſhall return, 
May gratitude within my boſom burn. 
Unbid, be mindful of your ſmiles before, 
Make it my ſtudy to deſerve them more. _. g 
ARLEY's Occaſional Epilogue. 


I am, 
Dear Friend, 


Yours 
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LETTER XL, 


Be mine by prudence to enhance my fame, 

And rear o'er ſons of gold my deathleſs fame z 

From trade, yet great, my competence 1 bring, 

Nor grudge, tho” riches from a courtier ſpring. 0G 
| JuveNAL Imitated. 


But by your revenue meaſure your expence, 
And to your funds and acres join your ſenſe, 
\Youxc's Love of Fame, 


| Learn what thou ow'ft thy country and thy friend, 
What's requiſite to ſpare, and what to ſpend. 
D&yDEN's Perſuus. 


BEAR FRIEND, 


, | HE open manner of ſtating my | 


profits will no doubt appear ſtrange to many who are 
not acquainted with my ſingular conduct in that and 
other reſpefts. But you, Sir, know that I have for 
fourteen years paſt kept a ſtrit account of my profits. 
Every book in my poſlefſion, before it is offered*to 
ſale 1s marked with a private mark, what it coſt me, 
and with a public mark of what it is to be ſold for ; 
and every article, whether the price 1s fixpence or 
ſixty pounds, is- entered in a day-book as it is ſold, 


with the price it coſt and the money it ſold for : and . 


each night the profits of the day are caſt up by one of 
my ſhopmen, as every one of them underſtands my 
private marks, Every Saturday night the profits of 
the week are added together, and mentioned before 
all my ſhopmen, &c. the week's profits, and allo the 
expences of the week are then eatered one- oppoſite 
the other, in a book kept for the purpoſe ; the whole 
ſum taken in the week 1s alſo ſet down, and the ſum 
that has been paid for books bought. Thete accounts 
are kept publicly in my ſhop, and ever have been ſo, 
as I never ſaw any reaſon for concealing them, nor was 
ever jealous of anyof my men's profiting by my exam» 
ple and\taking away any of my bufineſs ; as I wb 
fonnd that ſuch of them as dd ſet up for themſelves 
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eame to my ſhop, and purchaſed to the amount of ten 
times more than they hindered me from ſelling, B 
keeping an account of my profits, and alio of my 
expences, I have always:known how to regulite the 
latter by the former, -<* To live above our ſtation, 
ſhews a proud heart; and to live utider it, diſcovers 
a narrow ſoul.” Horace ſays, ihe 


« A part I will enjoj as well as keep, 
« My heir may ſigh and think it want of grace ; 
« Butſure no ſtature in his favour ſays, 

« How free or frugal I ſhall paſs my days. 

« I get and ſometimes ſpend, and at others ſpare, 
* Divided between carelcſſneſs and care,” . 


And I have done that, without the trifling way of 
ſetting down a halfpenny-worth of matches, or a 
penny for a turnpike. I have one perſon in the 
whoſe conſtant employment it isto receive all the caſh, 
'and diſcharge all bills that are brought for payment, 
-and if Mrs, mygton wants money for houſe-keep- 
ing, &c. or if I want money for hobby-horſes, &c. we 
take five or ten guineas, pocket it, and ſer down the 
ſum taken out of trade as expended ; when that is 
gone we repeat our application, but never take the 
trouble: of fetting down the ems. Bur fuch of wy 
ſervants as are entruſted to lay out money are always 
obliged to give in their accounts, to ſhew how each 

-  Lazn has been expended. 
Bleſs'4 who with order their affairs diſpoſe, 


But rude confufion is the ſource of yvoes- 
p . Cooexxr's Hefiod. 


| Tt way not be improper here to take a little notice 
of ſome very late infinuations * my old envious 
Friends, Tt has been ſuggeſted that I am now grown 
 #mmenſely rich, and that having already more property 
* than 1 can reaſonably expett to live to expend, and 
no: young family to provide for, I for theſe reaſons 

ought to decline ry Lufineſs, and no longer engrols 
'trade to myſelf that ought to be divided into a number 
of channels, ' and thus ſupport many families, In 
"anſwer to which 1 will obſerve, that ſome of theſe 
_objeftors were in trade before ar, and when { firſt 


w 
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embarked in the profeſſion of a bookſeller, defpiſed 
me for my mean beginning. Whew afterwards I 
adopted my plan- of ſelling cheap, and for ready- 
money only, they made themfelves very merry at my 
expence,. for expecting to ſucceed by ſo ridiculous 
2 project, (as they in their confummate wiſdom were 
pleaſed to term. it) and predeſtiggd my ruin, fo- that 
vo doubt I ought to, comply with,any thing they de- 
lire, however unreaſonable it may appear to-me. 

To deny that I have a competence, would be un» 
pardonable ingratitnde to the, public, to go no higher; 


*Tis one thing madly ta deſpiſe my ſtore : 
Another not to heed to treafure more ; 

Glad like a boy to ſnatch the farſt good day, 
And pleas'd. if ſordid. want be far awav. 

| What is't to me (a paſſenger, God wat) 

Whether the veſſel be firſt rate or not, 

The ſhip itſelf may make a better figure, 

But I that fail, neither leſs nor higger ; 

T neither ſtrut with ev'ry fay'ring breath, 
Nor ftrive with all the tempeſt in my teeth ; 
In pow'r, wit,. figure, virtue, fortune, plac'd, 
Behind the foremoſt, and before the laſt, 
Divided betvieen careleffneſs and care, 
Sumetimes I ſpend, at other times I ſpare. 

FoxTESQT7E, 


« / 


But to infinuate that I am getting money for no 
£ood purpoſes, is falſe and invidious.* The : great 
apoſtle St, Paul, who was an humble follower of 
Cuxisr, thought he: might be permitted ty boat of 
himſelf a little, 

&*& If a man {ſays Selden) does not tak* notice of 
that exceltency and' perfection that is in himſelf, how 
can he be thankful to God who is the author of it. 


* When I wrote my life in 1791, I had no partner. In the 
ſummer of 1793, I fold Mr. Robert Allen one fourth ſhare of 
the profits of my trade. This young gentleman was bronght up 
in my ſhop, and af caurſe is well acquainted with my method 
of doing bufineſs; and having been a witneſs to the profitable 
effects reſulting from ſmall profits, is as much in love with that 
mode of tranſacting bufineſs as I am ; and as the trade 1s conti= 
nually increaſing, I fuppoſe I ſhall be obliged to take another 
quarter partner very ſoen, as 1 cannot bear to fee evon triftes 
neglected. 


wavy 
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Nay, if a man hath yoo mean an opinion of himſelf, 
it will render him Unſferviceable both to God and 
man. He adds, pride may be allowed to this or that 
_ degree, elſe a man cannot keep up to his dignity.” 
Montaigne ſays, **.that to ſpeak more of one's ſelf 
than is really true, is not only preſumption but folly ; 
_ and for a man to ſpeak leſs of himſelf than he really 
is, is fo'ly, not modeſty ; and to take that for current 
pay, which is under 4'man's value, is cowardice and 
pufſillanimity.”” Ariſtotle ſays, © no virtue afliſts itſelf 
with falſehood, and that truth is never ſubject matter of 
error,” ** Falſe modeſty (ſays Bruyere) is the moſt 
cunning ſort of vanity; by this a man never appears 
What he is.” After which, I ſuppoſe it will not be 
thought very preſumptuous in me, if I ſhould ſtate a 
few facts, merely to juſtify my conduct in carrying on 
my trade beyond the time that certain perſons would 
preſcribe to me, | 

_ And if I ſhould even wiſh to be praiſed: by my 
friends, I ſce no damning fin in that. 


There's nought beneath the welkin's yault, 
So much my ſpirits can exalty 
As that applauſe a mind beſtows, 
The bliſs for which my boſom glows. 
Pleaſure this—I own conveys 
And what is life devoid of praiſe ? 
The greateſt pleaſure of the mind, 
True friendſhip, is but praiſe refin'd. , 
Epilogue to J.— T—, F5q, 


Take the witty Peter's opinion alſo on the ſub- 
ject : | 


_ Fair praiſe is ſterling gold-—all ſhould defire ite 
Flatt'ry, baſe coin—a cheat upon the nation 3 

And yet, ovr vanity doth much admire it, 

And really gives it all its circulation, 


PETER PINDAR, 


Tt is now about five years fince I began to enter- 
tain ſerious thoughts of going out of buſineſs, on ac- 
count of the bad ſtate of health which both Mrs. 
Lackington and myſelf have laboured under ; and 
having no deſire to be rich, we adopted Switt's 
prayer; h 
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&« Preſerve almighty, providence | 

cc «18 what you gave me, competence, * 
emov*d from all th* ambitious ſcene, * 

6 Nor puff 'd by pride, nor ſunk by ſpleen.” 


But it was then ſuggeſted by ſeveral of my friends, 
that as I had about fifty poor relations, a great num» 
ber of whom are children, others are old and n-arly 
helpleſs, and that many had jnſtty- formed ſome ex- 
pectations from me: therefore to give up ſuch a 
trade as I was in poſſeſſion of, before I was abſolutely 
obliged tg do it, would be a kind of 7njuflice to thoſe 
whom! by the ties of blood I was in ſome meafure 
bound to relieve and protect. 


Twice five and twenty couſins have implor'd, , _ * 
1 hat HOP»; his purſe, they cry, can well afford, 
Comforts of Marriage, 


Theſe and ather confiderations induced me to wave 


the thoughs of precipitating myſelf out of ſo exten-: 


five and lucrative a buſineſs; and in the mean time 
I apply a part of the profits of it to maintain my good 
old mother, who is alive at Wellington -in Somerſet- 
ſhire, her native place. IT have two aged men and 
one woman, whom I ſupport : and I have allo four 
children ta maintain and j ucate ; three of theſe chil- 
dren have loſt their father, ind alſo rheir mother 
(who was my fifter) the other child has both her pa- 
rents living, but they are poor; many others of my 
relations are in the Fl me circumſtances, and ſtand in 
need of my affiſtance, ſo that 


« If &er I've mourn'd my humble, lowly ſtate, 

« .If e'er I've bow'd my knee at fortune's thriae, 
.« If &er a wiſh eſcap'd me to be great, 

« The fervent prayer, humanity, was thine, 
« Periſh the man who hears the piteeus tale 


« Unmov'd,' to whom the heart-felt glow's unknown ; 


« On whom the widow's plaints; could ne'er preyail, 
« Nor made the injur'd wretth's cauſe his own. 
% How little knows he the extatic joy, 
« The thrilling bliſs of cheering wan deſpair ! 
« Haw little knows the pleaſing warm employ, 
6 That calls the grateful tribute of a tear, 
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« The ſplendid dome, the vaulted rock to rear, _ 
« The glare of pride atxl pomp, be, grandeur, thine ! 
*« To wipe from mifery's eye. the wailing tear, 
« Aad ſoothe the oppreſfled orphan's woe, be mine.” 


Tt has alſo been frequently ſaid, that by ſelling my 
books very cheap, I have materially injured other 
bookſellers both in town and country. 


For hard ſuſpicion's anger'd eye, 
Deems all it ſees unjuſt ; 


- 


And jaundic'd envy, low'ring by, 
Supports the foul miſtruſt, Ax: »r's Complaint, 


But I flill deny the ch : and here I will firſt 
obſerve, that I have as iukt a reaſon. to complain of 
them for giving credit, as they can have for my 
felling cheap and giving no credit ; as it is well known 
that there are many thouſands of people every where 
to be found who will decine purchaſing at a ſhop 
where credit 1s devied, when they can find ſhop- 
keepers enough who will readily give it; and as [ tre- 
quently loſe cuttomers who having. always been ac- 
cuſtomed to have credit, they will not take the trou- 
ble to pay for every article as ſent home ; theſe of 
courſe deal at thoſe ſhops who followed the old mode 
of buſineſs; ſo that in ſuch-caſes, I might ſay to the 
 . proprietors of theſe. ſhaps, * You ought not to gire 
+ any perſon ciedit; becauſe by ſo } <0 you are 
. < taking cuſtomers fram-me.” &s to my hurting the 
. trade by ſelling cheap, they are, upon the: whole, 
miitaken ; for although, no doubt, fome inſtances will 
occur, in which they may obſerve. that the preference 
is given to my ſhop, and the books purchaſed of me 
on aecaunt of their we cheap ; they never conſider 
how many books they diſpoſe of on the very fame ac- 
counts As, however, this may appear rather para- 
doxical, I will explain my meaning tarther:. | 
I now ſell more than one hundred. thouſand vo- 
lumes annually ; many who purchaſe part of theſe, 
do ſo ſolely on account of their cheapneſs; ny 
thouſands of theſe books would have been 15g , 
as I bave before remarked, but for my ſelling, them 
on thoſe very; moderate terms; now when, thouſands 
of theſe articles are ſold, they become known by being 


— 


handed about in various” circles of acquaintances, 
many of whom. wiſhing to be poſſeſſed of the ſame 
books without enquiring the price of their friends, ftep 
into the firſt bookſcller's ſhop, and give their orders 
for articles, which they never would have heard of, 
had not I, by ſelling them cheap, been the original 


cauſe of their being diſperſed abroad; thus, by means 


of the plan purſued in my ſhop, whole editions of 
books are ſold off, and new editions printed of the 
works of authors, who, were 1t not for that circum» 
ſtance, would have been ſcarce noticed at all, | 

But (fay they) you not only fell fuch books cheap, 
as are but little known, but you even ſell a great deal 
under price the very firſt rate articles however well 
they may be known, or however highly they may be 
thought of by the literary world. I acknowleige the 
charge, and again repeat that as I do not give any 
credit, I certainly ought to do. ſo, and I may add, 
that in ſome meaſure I am obliged to do it; tor who 
would come out ot their way to Chiſwell-itreet to py 
me the ſame price in ready money, as they might 
purchaſe for at the firſt ſhop they came ro, and 
have credit alfo. | 

And although firſt rate authors are yery well known, 
yet I am confident that by ſelling them cheaper than 
others, many are purchaſed of me that never would 
| have been bought at the full price ; now every book 
that 1s ſold tends to ſpread the fame of the author, 
ripidly extends the ſale, and as I before remarked, 
tends more cuſtomers to other ſhops as well as to my 
OW Os 

I muſt alſo inform you, that beſides five or fix 
private catalogues of books in ſheets, for bookſellers 
only, I publiſh two catalogues for the public every 
year, and of each of thoſe public catalogues I print 
above three thouſand copies, -moit of- thoſe copies arc 
lent about from one to another, ſo that ſuppoting only 
four perſons ſee each copy, twenty four thouſand per- 
{ons look over my catalogues dnnually ; no other 
mode of advertiing bears the leaſt proportion to it. 

I could enlarge confiderably on this ſabject, but 

Will avt unneceſſarily ks op your tune, as I truit 
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whit 1s here advanced will convey full conviction to 
your mind, eſpecially as I believe it is univerfally 
known and allowed, that no man ever promoted the 
{ale of books in an equal degree, with your old friend; 
and as in reading I have experienced many thouſand 
happy hovrs, ſo it ſtill engroſles the largeſt portion 
of my time, and gives me more real pleaſure and ſolid 
fatisfaction than all other things in the world. You 
cannot conceive what agreeable ſenſations I enjoy, 
when I reflect on my having contributed fo much to- 
wards the pleaſures of others, in difluſing through 
the world, ſuch an immenſe number of books, by 
which many have been enlightened and taught to 
think, and from meer animals have become rational 
beings. With a book the poor man 1n his intervals 
from labour forgets his hard lot, or learns to bear it 
"with pleaſure, whilit in intellectual pleaſures he can 
vie with kings. Books afford comfort to the afflicted, 
and conſolation to the priſoner; books are our moſt 
conſtant and moſt faithful companions and friends, of 
which we never are cloyed. 

Dr. Z1nmermann, in his excellent book on Solt- 
tude, ſays, ** Reading is perhaps one of the moſt 
ture and certain remedies agaiuſt laſhtude and diſcon- 
rent,%%-—** Every ſpecies of misfortune, however ac- 
cumulated, may be overcome by thoſe who poſſeſs tran- 
quility at home, who are capable of enjoying the 
privacy of ſtudy, and the elegant recreation which 
books atford.*”—** The man to whoſe boſom neither 
\ Tiches, nor pleaſure,.nor grandeur, can convay feli- 
city, may, with a book in his hand, learn to forget his 
cares under the triendly ſhade of a tree,” : 

« Petrarch, by being deprived of his books three 
days, was thrown into a fever: he was always gloomy 
and leſs ſpirited, except while he was reading or 
writing.” —-+ Pliny the younger, read wherever it 
was potlible, - whether riding, walking, fitting, or 
whenever the {ubject of his employment afforded him 
the opportunity,? , 

* {liny the Elder, had always ſome perſon to 
read to him during his meals; and he never tra- 
yelled without a bouk and a portable writing deſk.''— 


LIFE OF J. LACKINGTON. 2751 


* Alexander was remarkably fond of reading, and 
amidſt his conqueſts felt himſelf unhappy in Aſia for 
want of books.” —* Brutus, while ſerving in the 
Army under Pompey, employed all the moments he 
could ſpare* from the duties of his ſtation among 
books ; while the army was repoling he was reading.” 
—*+ Plutarch ſays, that he entirely lived on hiſtory ; 
and while (ſays he) I contemplate the pictures it 
preſents to my view, my mind enjoys a rich. repaſt 
from the repreſentation of great and virtuous charac 
ters. —** The ſtreams of mental pleaſures, thoſe 
which of courſe all men of whatever condition may 
:qually partake, flow from one to another : the ſtream 
of which we have moſt frequently taſted, loſes neither 
its flarour nor its virtues, but frequently acquires 
new charms, and conveys addittonal pleaſure the 
eftener it is taſted, ; The ſubjects of theſe pleaſures 
arg as. unbounded as the reign of truth, as extenſive 
as the world, as unlimited as the divine perfections. 
The incorporcal Pieaſures,. therefore, are mvre 
durable than all others. They neither diſappear with 
the light of the day, nor change with the eternal form 
of things, "They accompany us under all vicititudes, 
iccure us in the darkneſs of the night, and compen- 
{ate for all the miferies we are doomed to {utter,” 
« Men of exalred minds therefore have always, amidſt 
the buſtle of the world, and {even 1n the brilliant 
career of heruiſm, preſerved a taſte tor books.” 

The great Dr, Young, in his letter to Richardſon, 
ſays, © With what a guſt do we retire to our dii- 
intereſted and immortal friends in our cloſet, and find 
vur minds, when applied to ſome favpurite theine, 
25 naturally, and as eatily quieted, and refreſhed, as 
a peeviſh child, when laid to the breaſt,” 

« I know not of any pleaſures more lively (ſays 
Z\mmermann) than thoſe I experienced in converſing 
with the dead.” 


What heart-felt bliſs ! what pleaſure-winged hours, 
Tranſported are we to Rome's letter'd ſons ; 

We by their favour Tyber's banks enjoy, 

Yue teraples trace, and ſhare their noble games; 
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. , Fnter the crowded theatre at will ; 

March to the Forum, hear the conſul plead, 
Are preſent in the thundering Capitol 

When Tully ſpeaks ; at ſofter hours attend 
Harmonious Virgil to his Mantuan farm, 
Or Baia's ſhore : how often drink his ſtrains, 
Rural or epic ſweet ! how often reye 
With Horace, bard and moraliſt benign, 
With happy Horace rove, in fragrant paths 
Of myrtle bowers, Tiſoli's caſcade. 

Hail, precious pages ! that amuſe and teach, 
Exalt the genius, and improve the breaſt ; 

But chiefly thon, ſupreme philoſophy, 

Shed thy beſt influence, with thy tr; train appear 
Of graces mild. — 


Tutor of human life ! auſpicious guide 

Whoſe faithful clue unravels ev'ry maze, 

Whoſe fkill can diſengage the tangled thorn, 

And ſmooth the rock to down ! whoſe magic powers 
Controul each ſtorm, and bid the roar be ſtill, 


Da. S. DEVors. 
1 am 
Dear Fr iend, 


Yours. 


- 
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LETTER XL. 


This is a traveller, Sir; knows men and manners; and has 
plough'd up ſea ſo far, 'tif both the poles have knock'd ; has. 
ſeen the ſun take coach,. and can diſtinguiſh the colour of his 
ho fes, and their kinds, and had a Flaniters mare leap'd there. 

BEeumoNT and FLETCHER's Scornful Lady., 


In many an anthor of renown 
I've read this curious obſervation, 
That, by much wan:ring up and down, 
Men catch the faults of every nation, | 
And looſe the virtues of their owu, VEgrR—VERTA. 


| AMONGST the variety. of oc- 
currences with which I have endeavoured to enter- 
tain you, perhaps not all equally intereſting (and the 
moſt material of them, I am duly ſenfible, not en- 
titling me to the claim. of being eſteemed a writer 
paliled of the very firſt abilities this age or nation 
as produced,) I recolle&t my not yet having-given. 
you an account of my principal TRAyELs., Poſlibly 
you might very readily pardon that omiſſion, as from 
what has already appeared it muſt be eyident, the en- 
gagements which from time to time have tully en- / 
groſſed my attention, have not furniſhed me with an y 
opportunity of making the tour of Europe, or fracing 
the ſource of the river Nile, much leſs circumnav1- 
gating the globe. And even fuppoling I had been 
poſleſied both of the time and inclination; for ſugh.ex- 
tenſive undertakings, the diſadvantages which I la- 
bour under for want of having received a proper edu- 
cation, would have diſqualified me from making ſuch 
remarks and obſervations as naturally preſent them- 
ſelves to thoſe who have been fortunate enough to 
poſſeſs that advantage, and of courſe are qualified to 
preſent the world with a variety of ſubjects equally 
curious and inſtruftive : though it is not without re- 
luctance. I_ think it neceffary here ro obſerve, that: 
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ſome of theſe gentlemen, not content with giving a 
true account of what actually occurred to them, 
and ſuppoſing that plain matter of fat would not be 
ſutfciently intereſting to excite that ſuperior degree 
of attention and admiration which they were ambitious 
as authors to wa ger "they have thought proper to 
intermix ſo much of the marvelous into their 'tnartus 
tions, as has been the occaſion of many perſons read- 
ing them with ſuch diffdence, as to doubt the truth 
of many relations, which though really ſtriftly con- 
fiitent with veracity, yet being novel and uncoinmon, 
they were unwilling to credrt, leſt they ſhould mmcur 
the cenſure of being poſſeſſed of a ſuperior degree of 
veaknefs and .credulty. This I am alſo confident 
bas induced many a modeſt author to on paſſages, 
which though really truc, he was cautious of pub- 
jilling, from a fear of being ſubjctfted to the ſame 
fevere animadverfions, or what is- ſtill worſe, being 
| fiſpected of wilfully impoſing on his readers, Recent 
3 oh of which, were it neceſſary, I could ad- 
duce; bur I ſhall proceed with cautioning you from 
deing alarmed left I ſhould fall into either of theſe 
errors. Nothing very marvellons will occur in what I 
mean to preſent you with ; though I ſhall not be in- 
timidated from relating real fas, from the appre- 
hention of not being credited. As an additicnal re- 
commendation, (no doubt) the hiſtory of my travels 
-will be interſperſed with ſuch remarks on men and 
manners as have ,preſented themſelves to me during 
my peregrination ; and this I previouſly warn you, 
will be well done in my © accuſtomed deſultory man- 
ner,”* from which, as Mr. Pennant ſays in his Hy/- 
tory of Londen, ** 1 am too old to depart,” that is, as 
Dr. Fohn/en might poſhbly have expained it, ** Sir, 
you are then too old P MEND.” But you, my dear 
tiriend, are not fo faſtidious a critic: although you 
may find the whole very dull, it ſhall not be yery 
dong; ſo that it it does not a as a cordial to enliven 
your ſpirits, it may (1f read in the evening) prove 4a 
powerful zarcotzc and afford you ſome pleaſing dreams, 
when | 


LIFE OF J. LACKINGTON. 275 


* Tir'd nature's ſweet reſtorer, balmy ſleep, 
« His ready viſit pays.” 


Z ſhall therefore not trouble you with a detail of bad 
roads, the impolitions of iunkeepers, what food F 
partook of, how many bottles of wine were drank, 


the height of ſteeples, Norwul F. 


—— Tell how Richard ſtray'd from poſt to poſt, 
What towns he din'd in, and what bridges ciolſt x 
How many eagles by the way were ſeen, 
How many afles graz'd along the green. _ 
Heroic Epiſtie to Tw1ss. 


A ſufficiency of thie, T truſt, has already appeared in 
different writers, "Thus much by way of preparation _ 
for my journies. I now fer out. | 

In September, ſeventeen hundred and eighty ſeven, 
I ſet oft for Edinburgh; and in all the principal towns 
through which I paſſed, was led from a motive. of 

curiofity, as well as with a view towards obtaining 
ſome valuable purchaſes, to examine the bookſellers 

ſhops for ſcarce and valuable books; but although L 

went by the way of York, Newcaſtle-upon-Tyne,.&c, 
and returned through Glaſgow, Carlifle, Leeds, 
Lancaſter, Preſton, Mancheiter, and other confi- 
derable places, I was much ſurprized, as well as diſap- 
pointed, at meeting with very few of the works of 

the moſt eſteemed authors; and thoſe few conſiſted 

in general of ordinary editions, beſides an aſſemblage 
of common trifling books, bound in ſheep, and that 
too In a very bad manner. Tt 1s true, at York and 

Leeds there were a few (and but very few) good 

books; but inall the other towns between London and 
Edinburgh nothing but traſh was to be found : in the: 
htter city indeed, a few cogunnl articles are kept, but. 

in no other part of Scotland. 
In ſeventeen hunJred and ninety, Þ repeated my 
journey, an& was much mortified to be under a 'ne-. 
ceſſity of confirming my former obſervations. This. 
remarkable deficiency in the article of books, is how-= 
ever not peculiar to the northern paits of England; 
as I have repeatedly travelled into the weltern parts,, 
and found abundant _ for diflatistaction. on, the: 
N 4 
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ſame account ; ſo that I may venture without fear of 
contradiction to aflert, that London, as in all other 
articles of commerce, 1s likewife the grand emporium 
ot Great-Britain for books, marivg nearly the 
whole of what is valuable/in that very extenſive, be- 
nehcial, and I may add lucrative branch ot trade. As 
to Ircland, 1 ſhall only obſerve, that if the bookſel- 
ters in that part of the empire do not ſhine in the 
poſſeflion of valuable books, they muſt certainly be 
allowed to poſſeſs fupcrior induſtry in reprinting the 
works of every Engliſh author of merit, as foon as 
publiſhed, and wery /berally endeavouring to diflemi- 
nate them, in a ſurreptitious manner through every 
part of our 1fland, though the attempts now generally 
proves abortive, to the great lois and injury of the 
1ngenious projectors. | 
At Newcaſtle, | paſſed a day or two in the year 
1787, where I was much delighted with viewing a 
fingular phenomenon in natural hiſlory, namely, the 
celebrated crow's neft aflixed above the weather-cock, 
on the upper extremity of the Exchange, in the mar- 
ket-place, ' In the year 17583, as I was well informe 
the crows firſt built-this curious neſt; and ſucceeded 
in hatching and rearing their young, In the follow- 
ing year they attempted to rebuilf it : but a conteſt 
eniuing among ſome of the ſable fraternity, after a 
fierce engagement they were obliged to relinquiſh it, 
and the — was demoliſhed by the victorious party 
before it was finiſhed. This bad ſucceſs, however, 
did not deter the original builders and poſſeſſors fram 
returning in the year 1 755, when they took quiet 
poſiciſion of their freehold, rebuilt the premiſes, and 
zeared another family, This they repeated the three 
following years with equal ſucceſs, and when I was 
there in the year 1790, much of the neſt remained, 
but the crows had forſaken it. "The above occur- 
rence, though to many it may appear incredible, is an 
undoubted fat, "That crews ſhould come into the 
center of a populous town to build their neſts, 
is of itſelf remarkable, but much more ſo, that they 
ſhould prefer a weathercock to any other ſituation, 
where. a whole family, and their habuation turred 
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round with every puff of wind, though they were 
perieftly ſecured from falling, by the ſpike of iron 
- which roſe above the fane, around. which the whole 
made their revolutions ;. and as on.one fide the neſt 
was higher than on the other, that part. being alwa 
to. windward, by this ingenious contrivance of the 
feathered architefts, the infide of the neſt was conti- 
nually kept in a* proper degree of warmth, I never 
.recolleft theſe- various circumſtances, without bei 
loſt in admiration at the extraordinary. ſagacity of the 
birds, While I am on the ſubje&t of birds, I will 
relate another oJ4d circumſtance that happened not far 
from Moortelds : In.the ſummer of 1-781, in a-burial- 
ground near Peerleſs-Pool, there was one- corner 
where human bones. were piled up, and in.one of the 
ſkulls a blackbird made her 4 and hatched five 
young ones, three or four of which. being cocks, were 
kept by the neighbours, and. turn out fine fingers. 

n. Newcaſtle however, I met with a greater-curio- 
fity, as well as a more amiable ſubje&; of it than a 
crows neſt to excite my aſtoniſhment. . 

In. my brit journey, Mr. Fifber the bookſeller, in-- 
troduced me to his daughter, a charming young lady, 
who being unfortunately born deaf, was conſequently 


dumb, till a- gentleman a few years fince taught her. 


to underſtand what was ſajd to her by the motion of 


the lips.. I had the pleaſure of converſing with her. 


ſxvera}l times, and! found that ſhe had much. of, the. 
Scotch accent, which as Mr. Fiſher informed me, ſhe 


acquired; of the gentleman who taught her not only to, 
underiland the converſation of others but to /pcat, he. 
being- a, native, of that country : He: remarked alſg,. 


that the never had ſpoken the Newcaſtle dialect, Phzs 
young: lady, I was alſa.informed, dances exceedingly. 
well, keeping exact time with the mulic, whether 1t- 
is playcd flow or quick, When it. is.confidered. what 
an intenſe application muſt have been uſed, both on, 
the part of the teacher and his fair pupil, to produge 


ſuch a happy effect, it; ſurely, reflets great credit op 


each. of the parties.. 
In. the year 1790, when. I: again -vifited Newcaſtle 


- 


g. 


with, Mrs.. Lackington, Wis young lady. became the 
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y obje&t of inquiry, and we were both introduced 
to her, 94 | 
 T have lately been informed of a lady now in Lon- 
don, who although ſhe is deaf, takes great delight in 
mpfic, and when aſked how ſhe is affeCted by it, ſhe 
anſwers that ſhe feels it at her brea/? and at the bottom 
of ber feet. | 

Being on the ſubjeR of Curiofities, and having juſt 

_ related the pleaſure I experienced on .account of a 

lady acquiring the uſe of ſpeech, permit me now to 
preſent you with another rarity indeed !—ſomewhat 
cqnnected with the former, no doubt, but intended as 
an effe&tual remedy (temporary, at leaſt) for an op- 
poſite complaint of the ſame organs, viz, too great a 
wolubility of ſpeech, with which (as it is ſaid) many fe- 
males are ſo infected, as ſometimes to lead them toex- 
ceed the bounds of due moderation and female deco- 
rum, and even diſplay itſelf tn the utterance of ſuch 
harſh (though frequently inarticulate} terms as tend, 
too much to diſgrace the unhappy patient, and vio- 
lently affe&t the auditory nerves of all perſons within 
a confiderable diſtance. To quit metaphor. 

At the town-hall-I was fhewna a' piece of antiquity 
called a $rant, It eonfiſts of a combination of iron 
filletts, and is faſtened to-the head by a lock fixed to. 
the back part-of it ;. a thin plate of iron goes into the 
mouth, ſufficiently ſtrong however, to confine the 
tongue, and thus prevent the wearer from making any 
* uſe. of that reſtleſs member, The uſe. of this picce 
of machinery is 'to puniſh notortous ſcoldr, I am. 
"pleaſed to find that it: 1s: now confidered merely as a 
matter- of curioſity, 'the females of that town hap- 

_ Pily having not the ſmalleſt occaſion for the applica- 
tion of ſo harſh an inſtrument: whether-it is that all. 

fernales, apprehenfive of betng included in: that: de- 
ſcription; have travelled ſouthward, to avoid the 
danger of ſo degrading an exhibitton, or whatever 
other rcaſon is aſſigned, I forgot to enquire.” Jt how- 

-ever affords me pleaſure to reflef, that the ladics of 
Neweaſtle are left at liberty to adopt a head-drelts ot. 

"their own choofing, confident that they pofſeſs a more 

"refined taftc than to fix upon. one by no-means calcu- 


- 


kted to diſplay their lovely countenances to. advan” 
tage, as I am perſuaded the brank would caſt ſuch 2 
gloom on the faireſt of them, as would trend much to. 
diminiſh the influence of their charms, and give pain 
to every behvlder. It may be prudent, notwithſtand- 
ing, ſtill to preſerve it in terrorem, as who knows'what 
future times may produce? As I eſteem it a very in- 
gentous contrivance, and as there may be parts of the 
country ſtill to be found, where the application of 
ſuch a machine may be uſeful in ſome chriſtian fa- 
milies (I will not ſay in all, having ſufficient grounds: 
for aflerting the contrary) I here preſent you with.am 
accurate tketch. of it, 
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tovether with the manner of its. application :- that 1£ 
any ingenious artiſt ſhould be applied to, he may not 
be at a loſs how it 1s-to be made, I would however, 
adviſe him to- be cautious in offering them to- public 
fale, and by no means to advertiſe them, eſpecially 16 
a married man, or having any views towards matris 
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mony. 
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'Tis thus the nuptial late affords 
Vninterrupted joy ;- 

When no diſcordant haſty werds 
The huſband's peace deſtroy. 

His leiſure ſeeks no gay reſort, 
But to his partner ſteals ; 

And thinks-the longeſt day too fhort- 
To ſpeak the bliſs he feels. 

But when the gales which paſſions blow. 
The boſom's calm remove ; 

He flies the fair one's angry brow, . 


Had ſcorn. ſucceeds to loye. 
| "Bet L's: Britiſh Album. 
Eam,. | | 
Dear Friend,. 
| Y.ours. 
=X —_— SAR _ > - ——— 


LETTER XLIV. 


« Q,. land of cakes! how oft my eyes. 
« Defire to.ſee thy. mountains riſe; : 

« How fancy loves thy: ſteeps-to climb;. 
« So wild, {ſo ſolergn, .ſo ſublime.” 


&« All the ftage-coaches that travel ſo faſt,, 
«Muſt get now and then an untortunante caſt”? = 


DPAR- FALE ND, 


EENLOP SO» Is my firſt journey ta-+ Scotland 
ſometimestravcled poſt, but: often entered-the diffe- 
rent ſtage-coaches,. &c. for a ſilage or two, when T: 
happened to ſee any. ſetting- out ſo as ta ſuit my. time: 

and inclipation : but: at lait I; had pretty nearly paid 
dear for it;. as the driver of the diligence from Dar- 
hagton to Durham happened to be much inebriated, 
= before kis quitting Darlington. had almoſt over- 
ſet us; not obſerving. the man. was drunk, we attri- 
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buted the fault to the horſes ; we were, however, very 
ſpeedily undeceived in that reſpect by many concur- 
xent circumſtances, being one minute nearly in the 
ditch on the right hand, -and the next but juſt eſ- 
caping that on the left; at other times we experienced 
firiking progfs of the inability of our conductor againſt 
the number of one-horſe coal-carts, not to mention 
their frequently running foul of us for being on the 
wrong fide of the road; (for drivers of coaches and . 
carts can be to the full as ſavage towards each other 
in the country, as in London): however, notwith- 
ſanding all theſe © hair breadth eſcapes,” we retained 
our ſeats, till we arrived within three quarters of a 
mile of Durham, when at length the ſpecific gravity 
of the driver's head preponderating over all the other 
rts of- his frame united, precipitated him with vio- 
ce from the elevated ſtation he had, till then 
though with difficulty) poſſeſſed, to his parent earth. 
here were three unfortunate paſſengers in the car» 
riage, left to the diſcretion of the horſes, viz. a gen- 
glemen, an innkeeper's wife, and your humble fer- 
vant ; the lady in ſtrict compliance with the practice 
of her ſex in fimilar fituations, on ſceing the rapid 
defcent of our charioteer, zmmediately honoured us - 
with a loud and ſhrill ſhriek ; this the guadrupeds, not 
accuſtomed to this pretty famale note ſo much as the 
ſonorous voice of a coachman, miſtook for a ſignal to 
mend their pace, and they, habituated to pay all due. 
obedience to the commands of their ſugenors of the 
biped creation, when underſtood by them, and find- 
ing no check, inſtantly proceeded to a full gallop; 
and we, however reluctantly, followed them down @ 


gentle deſcent, not at a gentle rate, but with prodi> . 


ous velocity, As I was quite calm and colleQed, 
; coolly reconnoitred the road before us, and obſery- 
ing that it was perfectly clear, as for half a mile not 
a. coal-cart was to be ſeen, although we had lately 
paſſed ſeveral ſcore,” & began to reaſon with my com- 
panions,. and they ſpeedily became calm enough to- 
aſhſt in holding a council what was beſt to be- dane 
zn our critical fituation» Our debates were quickly * 


ended, as we were. unanimous in opinion thay if we. 
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once entered the city of Durham, the carriage muſt 
Inevitably be torn to pieces, owing to the variety of 
turnings and'obſtruttions we ſhould have to encounter; 
we therefore entered into an tmmediate reſolution, 
nem. con, that to open the doors, and exhibit our 
agility by leaping out, was, of © two evils chooſing 
the leaſt :** rhis we inſtantly did, in as carefyl a man- 
' ner as pofhble; we firſt alighted' on our feet, and 
next complimented the ground with our noſes, with- 
out receiving much injury, Our female companion 
mdeed, by being rather too precipitate, alighted in a 
manner which on any other occafion would not have 
appeared ſtrictly decent, of which ſhe, poor lady! 
was ſo ſenſible, rhat ſhe immediately ** hoped as how 
we were both married gentlemen;** which was quickly 
replied to by both in the affirmative; and thus we 
faved our fair one the trouble of exerting herſelf in 
another ſcream, and ourſelves the puniſhment of 
hearing it. | | 
Being no longer parties concerned in the danger, it 
afforded ars ſome entertainment to obſerve the progreſs - 
of our vehicle now conſiderably lightened by our elthps 
from it, and becoming every moment ſh!1 lighter by 
the excluſion of ſmall trunks, boxes, parcels, great 
coats, &c. they, in imitation of our example, making 
leaps, ſome from the inſide of the carriage, and others 
from the boot; whether occaſioned by the reprul/fion 
of the carriage and its appendages, or the attraction 
of the earth, I am not ſuffictenthy verſed in philoſophy 
to decide, Poſterity, when they pos my labours, 
no doubt will derermine this wwerghty point, and tranſ- 
Mit 1t to the remoteſt period of time, properly digni- 
fied by F. R. S. in Phil. Tran. | 
The horſes finding themſelves leſs ineumbered, 
and urged on by the noiſe of the doors continually 
flapping, 1ncreaſed their ſpeed: happily, however, 
the carriage was ſtopped before it entered' the city, 
and no damage was ſuſtained ether by the horſes or the 
earriage. Before we left the inn, our cafeful /on of 
the whip arrived, not in the Jeaſt 1mjured, but rather 
benefited by his diſaſter, being ſuddenly transformed 
into- a- ſtate of perfe& ſobriety ; after him followed. 
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two countrymen laden with the ſeveral articles which 
had been ſo violently ejefted. As I reflected that this 
unguarded man might not always be equally ſucceſsful, 
either to himſelf or his paſſengers, as in the preſent in- 
ſtance, I obtained a promiſe from the innkeeper never 
to permit him to drive any carriage in future, 1n the 
management of which he had any concern. But I 
have fince learned that the innkeeper did not keep his 
word, as he ſoon permitted him to drive the ſame di- 
higence, and a few months after, being drunk as 
w_ he fell from the box, and was killed on the 
© ſpot. | 

E It is aſtoniſhing what a number of fatal. accidents 
continually happen from careleſsneſs and want of ſo- 
briety in this thoughtleſi race of beings, I was in- 
formed that only two days previous to my arrival at 
Durham, a coachman quitting his box to ſtep into an 
adjacent houſe, in his abſence the horſes began to 
move gently, and a lady in the carriage giving a loud 
fcream, the noiſe occaſioned the horſes to ſet off Full 
gallop, in conſequence of which a lady of Durham, 
appening omg ron at that inſtant to be croſſing 
the way, was thrown down, and the wheels main 
over her, ſhe died on the ſpot. One of the many 
melancholy effeQs reſulting from the ridiculous prac- 
tice of ſcreaming. But I crave pardon of the ladies; 
when TI begin paſſing cenſure on them, it is high rime 
to cloſe my epiſtle, (which if not very long, may pe 
haps be deemed ſufficiently pertinent. ) (NO 


Fam 5M 
bl 
Dear Friend, a ; 


Yours, 
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| | TY. Ear ontares wid 
LETTER XLV. 
_ O that the too cenſorious world would learn 
This wholeſome rule, and with each other bear! 
But man, as if a foe to his own ſpecies, | 
Takes pleafure to report his neighbour's faults, 
Judging with rigour ev'ry fmall offence, 
And prides &imjelf in ſcandal. | 2% 0% 
$12 Haywood's D. of Br&YNSWiCE. 


A nation fam'd for ſong, and beauty's charms ; 
Zea'ous, yet modeſt, innocent, though free :. 
Patient of toil ; ſincere amidſt alarms ; 
Inflexible in faith: inviacible in arms.  * D a7 
| . BEATT1F's Minſtrel. 


DEAR FRIEND, = 


| T 1s reported of a very eminent 
author, that he never blotted a line of what he had 
once written ; 'on which it has been remarked, that jt 
was a pity he had not blotted a thouſand. Now 
though my extreme modeſty will not permit me to 
put myſelf on a level with that great man as an 
author, whatever-the impartial world may think of 
our comparative —— 7 oy confefs I do not like 
to blot what I have once written, fearful leſt when I 
. begin, (another proof of my modeſty) I ſhould deface 
the major part of my manuſcripts, and thus deprive 
the public of the great advantages which may reſult. 
from them, What I allude to, 18 an unfortune flip. 
of my pen in my laſt; however, as © confeſſion. of a. 
fault makes ſome amends,” and I immediately checked 
myſelt, craved pardon, abruptly cloſed: my letter, 
and threw the offending pen from me with fome de- 
gree of anger, I hope thoſe lovcly fair ones, who 
might think ] meant to affront them, will, with their 
accuſtomed benignity, forgiye,. and.indulge me with a 
ſmile on my future labours; and,. as a convincing: 
roof how ſenfible I am of their kind condeſcenſion, 
4 here engage never more to expreſs my diſlike of 


their ſcreaming, except they ſhould omit purchaſing 
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baoks of me, which I am ſure every candid fair (and 
what fair one is not candid?) will think ſufficiently 
provoking. | LH 

But in order to remind them that every great man 
does not always conduct himſelf with equal politeneſs 
towards the ladies, I beg permiſhon to introduce a 
very great man to them: no lcſs a perfonage than Dr, 
SORINgS. Of whom indeed ſo much. hath already 

cen ſung and ſaid, that the ſubje&t may be ſuppoſed 
to be nearly exhauſted; which is, however, fo far 
trom being the caſe, that notwithſtanding two quarts 
volumes of his life, by Mr. Boſwell, are juit publiſhed, 
we are taught toexpett another Life by a different 
hand, Inked, until ſome other great man makes his 
exit (myſelf out of the queſtion) we are likely to be 
entertained with freſh anecdotes of him ; but when 
that period once arrives, then farewel 7ohn/on ! 

The Doftor, whoſe extreme fondneſs for that agree» 
able beverage ea, is well known, was once 1n come 
pany with a number of ladies, afſcmbled to partake 
with him of the ſame refreſhment. The lady of the 
houſe happened to be one of thoſe particularly atteny 
tive to punctilio, and had exhibited her fineit fer. of 
china for the entertainment of her gueſts ; the Dr. who 
drank large quantities, and with conſiderable expedi- 
tion, could not always wait with becoming patience 
ceremoniouſly to aſk for and receive in due form the 
addition of a lump of ſugar when neceſſary ; he therey 
fore without permiſſion put his finger and thumb intg 
the ſugar-diſh, tumbling the _contents over, till he 
met with a -piece of the proper fize ; the lady kept 
her eye. fixed on him the whole time, and deeming 
his conduct a great breach of decorum, reſolved tg 
take him ſenfible of it, by immediately ordering the 
ſervant to change the ſugar-diſh. The DoGtor, tho? 
apparently attentive only to his tea, noticed it, and 
as ſoon as he had emptied the cup, put 1t together 
with the ſaucer under the fire-place, with due care, 
however, not to break them, This was too ſevere 
a trial for the poor lady, who, apprehenſive for the 
fate of her dear china, after a decent fcream, with 
warmth demanded the reaſon of his treating her in {@ 
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rude a manner, ©* Why, my dear madam, (replied 
* he) I was alarmed with the idea that whatever I 
*« touched was thereby contaminated, and impreflied 
** with anxious defire to contribute tow-rds your 


 & feticity, I removed the object ſo defiled from your 


«6 preſence with all poſſible expedition.” This reply, 
though it extorted a ſmile from all the company pre- 
ſent, did not ſatisfy the lady to whom it wae addrefled, 


who notwithſtanding the exerted herſelf to appear in 


ww humour, was too much oftended to forget the at- 
ront.—'This anecdote has been related to me with 
ſome addende which beighten the ſtory, though more 
to the diſadvantage of the Doctor; but I believe, as 
here related, it may be depended on as the real fact, 
During my continuance in Scotland, which was 


 - about three weeks the firſt time, and about a month 


the laſt, I often reflefted with pain on the illiberal, 
not to ſay brutal treatment, the inhabitants received 
from the DoCtor. At Edinburgh "I heard various 
anecdotes related of him, which were perfectly novel 
to me, and in all probabity will be ſo to you, I hall 
therefore give you a ſpecimen: | 

Being one day at a gentleman's houſe in Edinburgh, 
ſeveral ladies and gentlemen came in to pay their re- 
ſpeQts to him; _ among others the then Lord Pro- 
voſt went up to the Doctor, bowing repeatedly, and 
expreſſing the higheſt reſpe&t for him, to all which 
the Doctor paid not the leaſt attention. Exceedingly 
hurt at ſo flagrant a mark of diſreſpe&t, he turned 
round, and put a ſhilling into the hand of the gentle- 
man of the houſe; On being aſked what the ſhilling 
was intended for, he replied, © Have not I ſeen 
your bear #*? 

As the Dottor was one day drinking tea at another 
gentleman's houſe, the lady aſked him 1f he did not 
chooſe another cup: It ſeems ſhe had forgot, her hav- 
ing before aſked him the ſame queſtion; and on her 
repeating it he replied, + Woman, have I not al- 
ready told you that I had done ?*? On which the lady 
anſwered him in his own gruff manner. During his 
continuance in her houſe ſhe always talked to him 
without ceremony, and it was remarked that ſhe bad 
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more influence with him than any other perſon in 
vcotland, | _ 
I was much pleaſed with the politeneſs of the gen- 
tleman who related me this ſtory of the DoCtor, as 
he appeared anxious to excuſe him for his want of 
due decorum, and thus to palliate a moſt obvious 
blemiſh in the character of one of the moſt eminent 
of my countrymen. I could wiſh the compilers of 
the biographical department of that truly great and 
uſeful work, the ** Encyclopoedia Britannica,** would 
obſerve the ſame politencſs and impartiality. And I 
hope that this hint will alfo induce them in ſome ſubs 
Tcquent edition, when I am gone to | 


« That bourne from whence no traveller returns,” 


to do juſtice to my great and aftoniſhing merits, by way 
of compenſation for having falling thort in ſpeaking 
of other great men; and ſhould I happen to be out of 
print by the time the editors of the Biographia Britan- 
nica arrive at letter L. which ſeems extremely proba» 
ble, according to the very deliberate progreſs of that 
work, I hope they will not ſlightly paſs me over. If 
they ſhould, let them take the conſequence: as I here 
give them fair and timely notice; and they have not 
to plead as an excuſe, the want of materials. 

I will give you one anecdote more of the great 


Doctor, becauſe it relates to a Scotchman very emi- 


nent in the literary world. I had it from Mr. Samuet, 
who was one of the party. OF hk 

Dr. Johnſon heing one afternoon at the houſe of 
Mr. Samuel's uncle (whoſe name I have forgot) who 


lived in one of the {treets that leads from the Strand 


| .to the Thames, a number of gentlemen being preſent, 
they agreed to croſs the water and make alittle excut- 
fion on the other fide; in ſtepping into the boat one 
of the company ſaid, Mr. Hume, give me your hand. 
As ſoon as they were ſcated, our Doctor aſked Mr. 
Samuel if that was Hume the Deiſt. Mr. Samuel 
replied, that it was the great Mr. Hume, the deep 
metaphyſician and famous hiſtorian, Had I known 


«that (ſaid the Door) I would not have put a foot 1n 
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the boat with him, In the evening they had. all 
agreed to ſup together at a houſe near St. Clement's 

hurch in the Strand, and: Doctor Johnſon coming 
in after the reſt of the company had ſome time been 


| met, he walked up to Mr. Hume, and taking him by 


the hand, faid, Mr. Hume, I am very glad to ſee 
you, and ſeemed well pleaſed to tind him there ; and 
it appeared to Mr. Samuel that the Doctor had thus 
chole to atone for his haſty expreſſion befare related, 

As I do not recollect any thing being recorded re- 
ſpeing the Doctor's pugilifiic abilities (excepting his 
knocking down Ofborn the bookſeller, be confidered 
as ſuch) I ſhall beg leave to relate another ancedote 
which I received from the gentleman who favoured 
me with the preceding one. | = 

Dr. Johnſon being at the water ſide when ſome 
ladies had juſt quitted-a boat and were endeavouring 
to ſettle the fare with the waterman; this ſon of the 
Thames, like too many of his brethren, inſiſted on 
much more than his due, accompanying his demand 
in the uſual ſtile of eloquence, with abulive language, 
the Doctor kindly interfering, furniſhed the ladies 
with the opportunity of retreating, and transferred 
the whole abuſe to himſelf, who finding that argu-- 
ment made no impreſſion on the waterman, tried what 
he could effe& by the ſtrength of his arm, and gave 
the refrafto fellow a hearty drubbing, which had 
the defired efte&. WATT 

One word more concerning our great Lexicogrs+ 
pher. It muſt be allowed by every candid and im- 
partial perſon, that the extreme contempt and pre- 
udice e entertained towards our friends of North 

ritain refleQed a very firong ſhade on his character, 


which his warmeſt admirers cannot juſtify. 


How fondly partial are our judgments grown, 
We deem all manners odious but our own | 
Look fromthe frigid to the torrid zone, 
By cuſtom all are led, by nature nones. 
| Dr. WARToN on Faſhion 


Were 1, as a South Britain, called upon to give my 
fair aud unprejudiced opinion reſpeRing the national 
RW 


\ 
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character of the natives of Scotland and thoſe ot 
England, and I flatter myſelf I have had ample op- 
portunities of obſerving the peculiar traits of both 
countries ; I would ſay, that if we in England excel 
them in ſome virtues, they no leſs ſhine in others ; 
and if the North Britons poſſeſs ſome pecuhar frailties 
and prejudices, we of the South are not entirely free 
from ours; ſo that were the virtues and vices of a 
certain number _ of each country placed in an hy- 
droſtatical balance (it muſt'however be a pretty large 
one,) I believe it yery difficult to prognoſticate which 
of the two would preponderate. It is true, I have 
met with ong very great villain 1n Scotland, in Mr. S. 
which only tends to prove there are probably /coundrel; 
to be found every where, and that without taking the 
trouble which Diogenes did, in ſearch of an honeft man ; 
and I much MATS were I to enquire of ſome North 
Britons, they could without any great difficulty point 
out to me ſome of my own countrymen as bad, 


Full many a youth, fit for each horrid ſcene, 
The dark and footy hues of chimnies bear ; 

Full many a rogue is born to cheat unſeen, 
And dies unhang'd for want of proper care. 


Let not amhition mock their humble toil, 
Their yulgar crimes and villainy obſcure ; 

Nor rich rogues hear with a difdainful ſmile 
The low and petty knay'ries of the poor. 


The titled villain, and the theif in power, 
The greateſt rogue that ever bore a name, 
Await alike th' inevitable hour, 
The paths of wickedneſs but lead to ſhame. 
| - _ . Elegy in Covent-Garden Church-yard. 


I deteſt all national prejudices, as I think it bes 
trays great wekneſs in the parties who are influenced 
by them. Every nation of the habitable globe, nay, 
each particular province of thoſe countries has cer- 
tainly ſome peculiar traits belonging to it which diſ- 
tinguiſhes it from its neighbours. But if we are diſ- 
paled to view one another. with the ſeverity of crj- 
ticiſm, how eaſy, nay, how frequent it is to diſcover 
ſuperior virtues (as we think) as weil as abilities in 
that particular ſpot which gave birth to ourſelves, 
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and equally diveſted of that ftrift impartiality which 
alone can enable us to judge properly, diſcover pro- 
portionable blemiſhes in the natives of other countries, 

«© But travellers 'who wart the 2vi/! 

«« To mark the ſhapes of good and jl!, 

« With vacant ſtare thro' Europe range, 

« And deem all bad, becauſe 'tis ſtrange, 

« Thro' varying modes of life, we trace. 

« The finer trait, the latent grace; 

« Quite free from ſpleen's incumb'ring load, 

« At-little evils on the'road 

« So while the path of life I tread, 

« A path to me.with briars ſpread ; 

« Let me its tangNd mazes ſpy, 

« Like you, with gay, good humour eye, 

« And be my ſpirit light as air, | 

« Call life a jeſt, and laugh at care.” , 


4 


Tn ſaying thus much, I do not mean to infer, that 
we ooght not to be inſpired with a laudable ambition 
to excel, not thoſe of other countries only, but even 
thoſe with whom we are more intimately connected ; 
but that ſhould. be: done without drawing inyidious | 
compariſons of the merits and demerits of others. In 
ſhort, let it be the earneſt endeavour of each country, 
and every individual of that country in particular, 
united under our amiable monarch, to ſtrive-which 
thall have a ſuperior claim to the title of being 600v 
MEN, uſeful members of ſociety,” friends to the whole 
human race, and peaceable ſubjects of a government, 
which though not abſolutely in a ſtate of perfe tion— 
(and can that man bereally deemed wife who expects to 
- meet with perfeCtion in any human eſtabliſhment ? ) 
1s ſtill happily ſuperior to every other in_ the known 
world. | "i | | 
Britain now 'one ! thro? all her various parts, 
No diff'rent name ſhould know, no diff*'ring hearts : 
Streng by connection, like to tougheſt cords 


Stram only one, one no defence affords ; 
Unite them firm, behold a ſtrenuous rope, 


Baffling reſiſtance, and confirming hope. _ 
May Britain this refiftleſs ſtrength employ, 
Her foes ſubdue, and every bliſs enjoy. BRrvciA® 


But to return to Edinburgh. The Old Town, ſo 
called, has not much to boaſt of ; but the New Town 


an, 
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1s by the moſt complete and elegant I ever ſaw. In 
various towns of England and Scotland, I have indeed 
ſeen 'fome good ſtreets, and many good houſes, but 
in this the whole is uniformly fine ;_not one houſe, 
much leſs a whole ſtreet that can be termed indifferent 
in the whole town. | : Bats 

And here let me do juſtice to North Britiſh hoſpi- 
tality, and their very polite attention to ſuch Engliſhe | 
men who happen to travel to the ** land of cakes,” 
I can truly fay, that the polite and friendly behaviour 
of the inhabitants towards Mrs. Lackington and my- 
ſelf, claims our warmeſt gratitude and ſincereſt thanks, 
This the more civilized part of my countrymen will 
readily believe; and as to thoſe of another deſcription 
(happily but a-comparatively ſmall number, I truſt) 
are welcome to treat my afſertion with that contempt 
uſually attendant on prejudice, which is the reſult of 
Ignorance. 

'The ſubje&t I now mean to enter into being a deli. 
cate one, permit me here ts cloſe my letter; thus af- 
fording you a ſhort reſpite and myſelt a little time for 
conſideration on the propriety of ſubmitting my ideas 
{as you ſeem determined all thoſe I ſend you ſhall 
be) to public notice, and-I muſt contels, 


« Indeed, my friend, I much delight, _ 
© That you are pleas'd with what I write,”? 


I am, 
Dear Sir, 


Yours, 
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LETTER: XLVL. A 
Set 209:an in his eye, and in his walk, Wy, 
Among the daughters of men the faireſt found, 
, Many are in each region paſfing fair 
As the noon ſky, more like to goddefles 
Thi.an mortal creatures ; graceful and difcreet, 
Expert in amorous arts, enchanting tongues : 
Perſuaſive, virgin majeſty, with mild 
And ſweet allay'd, yet terrible to approach 
Skill'd to retire, and in retiring draw _ 
Hearts after them, tangld in amorous nets ; 
Such objefts have the power to ſoften and tame 
Severeſt temper, ſmooth the rugged 'K brow, 
Enerve and with voluptuous hope diffolve ; 
Draw out with credulous defire, 
Ar will, tae manlieſt reſoluteſt breaſt. . MiLTox, 


DEAR FRIEND, 


: N my laſt I expreſſed ſome diffi- 
dence reſpeCting the propriery of committing to paper 
my thoughts on a particular ſubjet; I have ſince - 
weighed it with due caution, and the confideration 

_ of my. having, during the long courſe of my eplſtolary 
correſpondence, always deflared my ſentiments freely 
on cvery ſubjc, ſoon determined me not to degrade 
myſelf by ſhrinking back, now it is fo near drawing to 
a concluſion. | | 

The ſubject then 1s—that bright lovely part of the 
creation, WOMAN !—the ſource of all our joys, the 
aſſuagers of all our griefs ; deprived of whoſe power- 
ful attraftive charms, man would be a wretch indced. 
But alas! the utmoſt efforts of my abilities are far in- 
adequate to do juſtice to their merits; happily that 
pleaſing theme has engaged the attention of the ableſ 
and worthieſt of men, from the remoteſt period down 
_ to the preſent time; and I truſt ever will, nay muſt, 
_ as' a ſpark of virtue remains in the human 

reaſt. . 


Weak tho* her frame, not her's to yield - 
To eel, to fire, to dart, or ſhield ;_ 
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Vain are th' embattV'd warrior's arms— 

No pronf 'gaurſt beauty's heav'nly charms3 © 1 

Beauty ! whoſe ſmiles, with ſoft controul, 

At once—can pierce him tothe ſoul. 
| FawkEs's Anacreotts 


And when I refleR, that 


« They are not only r a1R, but jvsT as fair.” 


I have nought to fear. : 


I therefore proceed with cheerfulneſs to ſay, that 
in Edinburgh, Glaſgow, Sterling, &c. there are 
more real fine women to be found than in any place 
I ever viltited, I do not mean to ſay that we have 
not as. many handſome women in England; . but the 
idea I wiſh to convey 1s, that we have not ſo many in 
proportion: that is, go to any public place where a 
number of ladies arc aſſembled, in either of the above 
towns, and then go to any place in England where 
an equai number are met, and you will notice a 
greater namber of fine »yomen among the former, 
than among the latter. It muſt be obvious that in 
making this declaration, 1 allude to the genteeler pa't; 
for among the lower claſſes of women in Scotland, by 
being more expoſed to the inclemency of the weather, 
the majority are very homely, and the want of the 
aivantages of apparel, (which choſe 10 a higher ſphere 
can avail themſelves of, and know how to apply) to- 
gether with their flutniſh and negligent appearance, 
does nor tend in the lea to heighten their charms. 

Having both -read an. heard. much related of the 
munner of waſhing their hnen, which TI muſt conteſs 
I could not credit withvut having ocular demon{tru- 
tion, during my continuance at Glaſgow, curioſity 
led ime to the mead by the river fide, For the poor 
women bere inſtead of the water coming to. them, as 
in London, are obliged to travel loaded with rheir 
linen to the water; where you may daily fee great 
numbers waſhing, in their way ; which if ſeen by 
ſome of our Loyadon prudes, would incline them to 
form very unjuſt and uncharitaile! 3deas of the me- 
deity of theſe Scotrill: laiſes, Many of them vive a 
tiific to be accoynmocated with the uſe of a Iugs 


O 
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waſh-houſe near the water, where about a hundred 
may he furnrſhed with every convenience for their 
62 rpoſe. But by far the greateſt part make fires, and 
eat the water 1n the open air, and as they finiſh their 
linen, they ſpread it on the graſs to dry ; which is the 
univerſal mode of drying throughout Scotland. Here 
the 


« Maidens bleach their ſummer ſmocks,” 


T had walked to and fro ſeveral times, and began to 
conclude that the cuſtom of .gctting into the tubs and 
treading on the linen, either never had been practiſed, 

. or was come into diſute; but I had not waited more 
than half an hour, when many of them jumped into 
the tubs, without ſhoes or ſteckings, with their ſhift 
and fetticoats drawn up fer above, the knees, and 

» ſtainped away with great compoſure in their counten- 
ances," and with all their ſtrength, no Scotchman 
taking the leaſt notice, oreven looking towards them, 
conſtant habit having rendered the ſcene perfectly 
familiar. 

On converfing. with ſome. gentlemen of Glaſgow 
on this curious ſubject, they aſſured me that theſe 
ſingular laundreffes (as they appeared to me} were 
ſtricily modeſt women, who only did what others of 
unblemiſhed repuration had been accuſtomed to for a 
long ſeries of years; and added, that at avy other 
time a purſc of gold would not tempt them to draw the 
curtain fo high. ' By way of contraſt, let me obſerve 
that many of our London ſervant-maids, though not 
always ſo nice in other reſpe&ts, would not be-ſeen 
thus habited #n public on any terms, leſt their precious 
charafters ſhould' be called in queſtion. A ftriking 
inſtance of the powerful influcnce of habit! Pomfret 


ſays, 


« Cuftom's the world's great idol we adore, 
« And know ing that we ſcek to know no more.” 


Moſt of the female ſervants in Edinburgh, Glaf- 
glow, &e. do all their work, and run about the 
town the tore part of the day without ſtays, ſhoes, or 
Kockiugs; and cn Sundays I ſaw the country-women 
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yoing towards kirk, in the ſame manner (ſtays ex- 
cepted ;) however, they do not go into kirk, till 
they have drefit&their legs and feet; for that pirpote 
they ſeat themſelves on the graſs, ſomewhere near, 
put on their ſhoes.and ſtockings, and garter up very 
dceliber ately, 


« Nor heed the paſſenger that loo'ss that way 


Moſt of theſe poor young country-women go with- 
out any caps or hats; they have in general fine heads 
of hair, many plait it, others let it hang looſe. down 


their backs; and' 1 aflure you, my friend, they look, 


very agreeable, 

1 rawraad each time through Buxton, where ſtay- 
ing a week or two, I viſited Caſtleton, and ſpent ſe- 
veral hours tn exploring that ſtupendous cavern, called 
The Devil's A—— in the Peake, TI alſo ſurveyed 
Poole's Hole, near Buxton, and purchaſed a great 
variety of petrifachons. In our way home I ſaw the 
great marble manuafatory at Aſton, in the water, 
ipent ſome days at Matlock, the moſt romantic village 
that I ever ſaw,. but the ſight of it coſt me d:ar; as 
we were conveyed there in an old crazy Sri « 
in which I caught a violent cold, the lining being 
very damp, | 


I am, 
Dear Friend, 


Yours, 


© 2 
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; LETTER XOVEHe rf 


Good ſeen expeRted, evil unforeſeen;- © 
Appear by turns as fortune ſhifts the ſcene: + "1 
Sowe rais'd aloft come tumbling down,amain, 
Then fall 1 __— _ bound aud rife again. 
co Tae Virgth, 
New turns and changes every © Fog : , 
Are of inconſtant chance the ronflant ants3:. 
Soon fortune gives, ſoon takes away. * 
* She comes, embraces, nauſeates you, and parts. 
But if ſhe ſtays or if ſhe goes, 
The wiſe man little joy-or little ſorrow knows : 
For over all there hangs a doubtful fate, 
And few there be that're always 4 Lat - 
One gains by what another is bereft :* : | 
The frugal deftinies have only left 
A © mmon bank of happinefs below, 
Maintain'd, like nature, by an ebb and flaw, 
How's Indian Emp. 


4 They ſay there's a Providence ſets up aloft, 
___® To Keep watch for the life of poor Jack.” 
# : o , - s F 
DEAR FRIEND, 


_- 


Did not intend to trouble you or 
th- public with an account of any more of my won- 
derful travels, but being now at Lyme, for want of 
viher amuſements this rainy morning, 1 thought that 
a ſhort account of this journey might attord you ſome 
entertainment. 

_ My ſtate of health being but indifferent, and Mrs. 
Lackington's ſtill worſe, I was induced to try what 
effect a journey would produce ; 


«« When med'cine fails, amuſement ſhould be ſought, 
©« Though but to ſooth the miſeries of thought.” 


It being immaterial what part I travelled to; and as 
I had not for a Jong time ſeen my native place, and 
perhaps might not be furmſhed with another oppor- 

tunity, We reſolved to vie It, jw 
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- Ani many a year elaps'd, return to view 
Where once the cottage ſtood, the hawthorn grew, 
Remembranee wakes with: all her buy. train, 
Swells at -my breaſt——— 
I ſtill had hopes, for pride attends us till, 
Amidſt the iwains to ſhew my book-learn'd ſ{kiM. 
Yes, let the rich deride, with proud difdain 
The fimple. bleſſings of the lewly train ; 
To me, more dear, congenial to iny heart, 
One native Tharm, than all the zglofs of art ; 
Spontaneous joys,' where nature has its play, 
The ſoul adopts, and owns their firſt born ſway : 
Lightly they frolick o'er the vacant mind, 
nenvy's, unmoleſted, unconfin'd.” 


F: hy | GoDDSMIT#H. 
Accordingly, in Taly laſt, 1791, we ſet ous from 

Merton, which I now make my chief reſidence, 1a- 

king Bath, Briſtol, &c. in our way to my native place 


Wellington. Eg 

In Briſtol, . Exbridge, Bridgewater, Taunton, 
Wellington, and other places, I amuſed myſelf in cali- 
ing on ſome of my maſteis, with whom I had abour 
twenty years before worked. as a journeyman thoe- 
maker, I addrefied each with, ** Pray, Sir, have you got 
any occaſion?” which is the term made uſe ot , by 
journeymen in that uſeful occupation, when ſ:cking 
employment. Moſt of thoſe honeſt men had quite 
forgot my perſon, as many of them had not ſcea me 
fince I worked for them : ſo that it is not eaſy tor you 
to concetve with what ſurprize and aftoniſkment they 
gazed on me. For you mvit know that I had the 
vanity +(I call it humour) to da this in my chariot, 
attended by my ſervants ; and on telling them who I 
| was, all appeared to be very happy to ſee me. 

« Up ſprings at every ſtep, to claim a tear, 

« Some little frientſhip form'd and cheriſh'd here.” 

AndI aſfſure'you, my friend, it afforded me much 

real pleaſure to ſee ſo many of my old acquaintances ' 
alive and' well, and tolerably happy. The following 
lines often occurred to my mind: | 

« Far from the madding crowds ignoble ftrife, 

« Their ſober wiſhes never learn'd to ſtray ; 
«© Along the cool ſequeſter'd vale of life 
« They. Keep the noiſeleſs tenor of their way.” 
VL. 
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At Taunton and Wellington it ſeemed to be the 
unanimous determination of all the pvorer ſort, that 
I ſhould by no means be deficient in ol4 acquaintances. 


Futhful mem'ry wales each paſt delight, 
Each. youthful tranſport burſting on the fight, 
Equal in years when frolic ſports diſplay, 
And Phoebus gladdens with a brighter ray. 
Green's Appollonius Rhodius, 


Some poor ſouls declared that they had known me for 
Fifty years) that 1s, years before 4 was born ;) others 
had danced me in their arms a thouſand times ; nay, 
betrer ſtill, ſome knew my grandmother; but, beſt 
of all, one old man claimed acquaintance with me, 
for having ſeen me many times on the top of a ſix+ 
and-twenty round ladder, balanctd on the chin of a 
merry andrew ! The ovid'man was however epregiouſly 
miltaken, as I never was ſo precariouſly exalted, my 
ambition, as you well know, taking a very difterent 
turn. But 'that 'was of no'tonſequence: all the old 
fcjilow wanted was a /hilling-—and Chavet him. Nov 
matter {as Sterne ſays) frotn 'whit motive, I never 
Examine into theſe things, | | 
© A ſmall gratuity dilates their heart, 
And many a bleiling follows as we part, 
]- FiTz0ERALD. 

This I obſerved, that none of them were common 
beggars, but poor uſeful labouring people ; (giving to 
common ttroll{ers is but encouraging idleneſs andevery 
other vice) and as /mail tnatters made many hw 
was ſupremely ſo, to be the means of contiibuting to 
their comfort. And indeed who would -hefiate at be- 
ing the means of diffuling happineſs on ſuch eaſy 
terms, and With fo little trouble ? 1 | 


His faithfl kin, though forty times. removy'd, 
Wil! let him hear how tenderly he's lov'd ; _ 
Silence when he harangues will ne'er be broke, 
But ev'ry tur gue repeat his pooreſt joke, | 
| Lond EarkDeni Tow, 


The bells rang merrily all the day of iny atrival. 
] was alſo honoured with the attention-of many ot 
the moſt reſpectable people in and near Wellington 


8. 


' 
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and other parts : Some of whom were pleaicd to in- 
form me, that the reaſon of their paying a purtcutir 
attention to me was their having bear.l, and now 
having themſelves an opportunity of obſerving, that 
1 61d not fo far forget myſelf, as m:iny proud upſtar:s 
had done; that the notice I took of my poor relations 
and old acquaintance merited the reſpect and appro- 
bation of every real gentleman, | | 


By dear experience every Jay we find, 

That riches commonly degrade the mind, 

That he, who train'd through wants inftraRtive ſchool, 

Had prov'd a man of ſenſe, becomes a fool. 

As dirt on all beneath himſelf looks down, 

Nor feels for any ſurror but bis own. | 
; Lokd GARDENS TON. 


They were alſo pleaſed to expreſs a wiſh, that as 
ſoon as I could diſpoſe of my butinels, I would come 
down and ſpend the remainder of my days among 
them. Thole ideas were pleaſing to me, and per- 
haps may be realized; I with it may be ſoon, 


« There could I trifle careleſly away, | ow 

« The milder evening of life's clouded day, 

« From bufinefs, and the world's intrufion free, ... 

«© With books, with love, with friendſhip, and with thee, 
«© No farther want, no wiſh yet unpoſſeſt, 

« Could &er diſturb my unambitious breaft. 


Tibullus was much of the ſ;:me mind nearly two 
thouſand years fince. Although he had been much 
better acquainted with fate and grandeur, yet when 
the ſoldiers of the Triumvirate were rewarded with 
his poſſeſſions, he would not make his court to Au- 
guſtus, in order to recover them, but in retirement 
obtained a tranquility of mind not to be found in the 
gay, or buſy world ; in his firſt elegy, he ſays, 

For treaſur*'d wealth, for ſtores of golden wheat, 
The hoard of frugal fires, I'll never call ; 


A little farm be mine, a cottage neat 
And wonted couch, where balmy fleep may f:i!, 


What joy to hear the tempeſt howl in vain, 
And claſp a fearful miſtre'i> to my breaſt ; 
Or 1ul''d to ſlumber by the beating rain, : 
Secure and bappy fuk at-laſt to reſk, ie 
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Content with little, I would rather tay 
Than ſpend long months amid the wat'ry waſte : 
In cooling ſhade, elude the ſcorching ray | 
Beſide tome fountain $s gliding waters plac'd. 


There are that fame, and wounds, and riches prize z 
For me, while 1 poſleis one plenteous year, 
I ll wealth and meagre wart alike deſpiſe, 


33 his fourth elegy is the following uſeful hint ; 


I've feen the aged oft lament their fate, 
That ſenſeleſs they had learn to live too late, 


I: elegy the fixth, he ſays, 


The ſons of opulence are folly's care, 
But wauat's rough child is ſenſe, and honours heir. 
GRAING Elke 


Often have ſuch thoughts as theſe, cheered my 
With hopes, and then 


— _— _ T deſcend, 

To join the worldly croud: Perchance to talk, 

To think, to a&t as they ; then all theſe thoughts, 

That teft the expanded heart above this ſpot 

To heavenly muſing ; theſe paſs away, 

{Even as this goodly proſpe&t from my view) 

Hidden by near and earthy-rooted cares. 

So paſleth human life ; our better mind 

Is az a Sunday's garment, then put on 

When we have nought to d6; but at our work 

We wear a worſe for thrift. | 
Caowe's Leweſdown Hill, a Poem, 


The above reception was the more pleaſing, as I have 
ſometimes obſerved a contrary conduct praftited by 
ſome, who have been pleaſed to ſtile themſelves gen- 
tlemen, and on that ſcore think that they have a right 
to treat men of buſineſs (however reſpettable they 
may be) as by much their inferiors; and it too often 
happens that one of thoſe petty gentry who poſſeſſes 
but a hundred or two per annum, will behave 1n a 
haughty manner to a man in buſineſs who ſpends as 
many thouſands ; but ſuch ſhould be told, that a, reat 
gentleman in any company will never either by woi& 
or action, attempt to make the meaneſt perſon feel hy 
interiority, but on the contrary. 
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- They ſhould be informed alſo how highly impolitic 
and unyutt it is to attempt to fix a ſtizma on trade and 
commerce, the very things that have cauſed Engiand 
to-riſe fo high in the political ſcale of Europe. 

— light cnmerce, hail! 

By thee the ſons of Atric's ſterile land, 

A ſcanty number, laws impoſed on Greece; 

Nor aw'd they Greece alone ; vaſt Aſia's king, 

Tho” girt by rich arm'd myriads at their frown, 

Felt hs heart wither on his fartheſt throne. 

Pereuaial fonrce of population, thou ! 

While ſcanty peaſants plough the flow'ry plains, 

What ſwarms of uſeful citizens ſpring up, 

* Hatch'd by thy foſtering wing. 
GRAING ER'S Sugar-cane. 


Dean Swift was in the right; © If a proud man 
{ſays he) makes me keep my diſtance the comfort 1s, 
he keeps his at the ſame time.” | 

*T'is true that even in England you may ſec great 
numbers of very opnlent tradeſmen who have not 
an 1dea but what they have acquired behind the coun- 
ter, or at their punch-clubs ; Pat you may alto find 
many thouſands of the fame clais of life who are pol- 
ſeſſed of very liberal ſentiments, and who would not 
commit an action that would diſgrace a title. 

© In England (ſays Thicknetle) one may truſt the 
honour of a reſpectable tradeſman ; in France and 
Flanders I never experienced a ſingle inſtance of it.?? 
(He adds) 4+ and an Engliſh merch:nt, who has re- 
{fided many years at Marſeilles, affured me that there 
was not a merchant in that-great city, who would not 
only over-reach him :t he could, but would boaſt alſo 
all over the town of having ſo done.” And I think 
that we may caſily account for this very great dif- 
ference, in the national charatters of merchants, and 
tradeſmen. On the continent, merchants and tradeſ- 
men are looked upon ina degrading point of view; 
merely for being of that claſs, nor would the molt 
honourable or reſpectable behaviour ever raife them 
in the ideas or eſtimation of 'the nobles or gentry, 
who are taught to treat theni with neglect,. and even 
contempt. Thus being deprived of that great motive 
v0 noble or liberal actions, the love of honour, rank, 


Os5 
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the notice of the great, &c. &c. their minds become 
depreſſed and degraded ; whilſt in England the mer- 
chants and reſpeCtable tradeſmen, being held in higher 
eſtimation, and often admitted to the company, con- 
ver{ition, and honours of higher claſſes, the ſordid 
mind by degrees imbibes more liberal ſentiments, and 
the rough manners receive a degree of poliſh, For 


my part, I will endeavour to adhere to the advice 
given by Perſtus as it is tranſlated ; ae 


« Stady thyſelf what rank, or what degree 
*© The wiſe Creator has ordain'd for thee : 
« And all the offices of that Rate 


« Perfoim ; and with thy*prudence guide thy fate.” 


We are informed that Dr. Johnſon leaped ovec the 
ſame poſts which he had often leaped over when a 
Foy. TI did much the ſame, and with great pleaſure, 
vilited moſt of the lanes, gates, hedges, fields, trees, 
&c. with which I had been acquainted, when a boy : 
while as 


—— Faithfal memory's friendly hand, 
Tit wayes her all-enhv'ning wand, 
And brings yo faticy's view ; 
What time, wherr wing'd with gay dekght, 
Exch thooghtleſs day and eaſy night, 
On pleaſnre's pinions ftew. 


There, pteas'd I rrace the flow'ry mead, 
Andround the well-known elm” trees tread, 
VWhese oft F've careleſs ptay'd ; | 
And ſure my choiceſt days were fpent, 
Cyecer'd with the ſmiles of glad conteut, 
Beneath their peaceful ſhade. | 


The church, the yard, the neighb'ring yew, 
Al join to warm my heart anew, 
____ And paſtimes paſt recall j 
'Twas here 1 laſh'd the tavrtr'ring top, 
Here drove the tile with eager hep, 
There ſtruck the bounding ball. 


ail, happy ſtate of infant years ! 

here lovely peace her temple rears, 

Aud ſmiling ſtands confeſs'd ; 
Fhere virtue hulds her chearful court, 
Anrd youthful gay-defires, refort 

To charra the tranquil breaſt, 
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No lawleſs patſions wound the. mind, 

There pleaſures leave no ſting behind, 
Sad ſource of other's care 

Nor fell remorſe, nor envious ire, - 

Nor black revenge, with purpoſe dire, 


Occaſion dark defpair. 


Their's is the roſy bloom. of health, .., 
The boundleſs tranſport ſnatch'd by ſtealth, 
The heart devoid of guile 
What riper manhood feldom- knows, 
The peaceful undiſturb'd_ repoſe, 
And undiftſembled ſmile. 
Afflition's load they ſeldom! bear, 
*T1s their's to ſhed ar ſhort-liv'd tear, 
Nor foxrows ſoon.forgot,; . It 
The ſweets that from contentment flaw, 
That health and peace of mind beſtow 
Comptete thejr happy lot. - : 
BE £L's Britiſh Album. 

I alſo with renewed pleaſure viſited the delightful 
banks of the river Tone, near Taunton: where 
formerly I had taken ſo many pleaſing walks with 
Nancy Smith and Hannah Allen, and in imagination 
kifſed them over and over again in every old reſting 
place, ** The impreſſion (ſays Zimmermann) 1s 10+ 
dehiable, the boſom for ever retains a ſenſe of that 
higheſt extacy of love, and of the place where the 
firſt tume that happy difcoyery, that fortunate mo- 
ment, when two lovers perceive their mutual fond- 
neſs.” * Precious moments, (fays Roufleau) ſo 
much regretted! oh ! begin again - your delightful 
courſe ; bo on with longer duration in my rememe» 
brance, if poſſible, than you did in reality in your 
fugitive ſuccetſion,*” +5 Petrarch, ſpeaking of the fine 
ſenſations of a perſon in love, ſays, ** This is a con» 
dition which every young man ought to wiſh tor, 
who wiſhes to fly flom the mercileſs approaches of a 
cold old age.” | : 


- -» * 


No ſweet ſolicitnde to know 
Nor other's bliſs, for other's woe. 
A frozen apathy to find, , 
A ſad yacuity of mind ; 
'O6 


LY : . - * 


- 
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©, haſten back, then, heay'nly boy, 
And with thy anguiſh bring thy joy ! 
Return with all thy torments here, 
And let me hope, and doubt, and fear, 
O rend my heart with ev'ry pain ! 
But let me, tet me love again. DELLA Conus cas 


William Jones, Eſq. of Foxdowne, near Wel- 
lington, informed me of a remarkable prognoftication 
in my favour ; he told me that when I was a boy, 
about twelve years of age, Mr. Paul, then a very 
conſiderable wholeſale linen-draper, in Friday-ſtreet, 
London, (I believe ſtill living) paſſing by my father's 
Houſe one day, ſtopped at the door and aſked variovs 
queſtions about ſome guinea-pigs which I had in a 
box. My anſwers it ſeems vleaſea and ({urprized him, 
and turning towards Mr. Jones, ſaid, ** ; "apr ufo; 
it, Sx, that boy will one day riſe far above the ſituation 
that his preſent mean circumſtances ſeem to promiſe.” So 
was knows what a great man I may yet be ?—per- 

aps | 
_ © A double pica in the Þcok of fame.” 


- Give me leave to introduce another prediction, 
though not altogether ſo pleaſing as that juſt related. 
An Italian gentleman, and if we may judge by ap- 
pearance, a perſon of rank, was ſome years ſince 
looking at fome books of pa/miſiry in my ſhop, and ar 
the ſame time endeavourcd to convince me of the 
reality of that ſcience, In the midſt of his diſcourle, 
he ſuddenly fyrzed my right-hand, and looking for 
fome 1ime -wath great attention on the various lines, 
he informed me that I had twice been in dan*er of 
lofing.my hfe, once by water, and once by a wovnd 
in my head; he was certainly rght, but I believe by 
chance, as I have many other times been if very 
great danger. He added, that I had much of the 
goddeſs Fenus in me, but much more of Mars; and 
affured me that I ſhould go to the wars, and arrive at 
great honour, He likewiſe informed me, thar I 
ſhould cie by fire-arms pointed over a wall. How tar 
the former part of this gentleman's prediftion may 
he rel.ed on, I will not pretend to decide, but the 
laft part of it was lately very ncar coming to ſuck a 
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eccifion 2s would have proved the infallibility of that 


art of his prognoſtication, though every wr that caſe 

e might have pleaded his being pretty near the mat- 
ter of fat, only ſubſtituting gunpowder inſtead of fire- 
arms, and I ſhould not have had it m my power to 
contend the point with him. I will endeavour to 
render this intelligible; On TUJORE the fifth of 
July 1791, I very nearly efcaped being blown up with 
the powder-mills belonging to Mr. Bridges, at Ewell, 
near Merton in Surry, A quarter of an hour before 


"that event took place, I was riding out within one 


mile of the mills, and having enquired of Mr, Roſe, 
at Coombe-Farm, for the way that leads round by the 
mills, I actually rode part of the way, with an in- 
tent of viſiting them. But ſomehow or other, I 
ſcarce knew why, I turned my horſe about, and a 
few minutes after faw the fatal cataſtrophe ; which 
happening by day, reſembled a large cloud of ſmoke, 
of x very light colour, and the report reached my ears 
immediately after. I inſtantly concluded, it could be 
nothing leſs than the powder-mills blown up; and on 
my return to my houſe at Merton, I ſoon learned 
that it was the identical powder-mill that in all pro- 


_ I ſhould have been in, or cloſe by, at the 
t 


time of the exploſion, By this accident it ſeems four 
men were killed, ſome of whom had large families. 
The bodies were ſo much mangled by the exploſion, 
that they could not be diſtinguiſhed from each other, 
and the head of one of them was thrown to a great 
diſtance. | | 

On the 19th of March, 1794, Dr. Sinclair died 
ſuddenly in a bookſeller*'s ſhop in Birmingham. 
The doctor a few months previous to his death, caſt 
the nativity of Mr. Hindmarſh'the printer, and pro- 
phefied that he would die fuddenly within twelve- 


months. How came the doctor not to ſee, that it 


would be his own fate ſo to-end his life, and with- 


in the time that he was pleafed to appoint for Mr. Hind=- 


nuarſh? EF with it was made bamſhment for any one ts 
pretend to foretel the death of another. _ 
Horace adviſes Leucone to enjoy the preſent hour : 
3's make no enquiry of fortune-tellers relative to the 
uture. | 


— 
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Strive not, Leucone, to pry 
Into the ſecret will of fate, 
Nor impious magic vainly try, _ 
To know our lives' uncertain date 
Whether th' indulgent pow'r divine * 
Hath many ſeaſons yet in ſtore, 
Or this, the lateft winter thine 
Which breaks its waves againſt the ſhore. 


Thy life with wiſer arts be erown'd, 
_ Thy filter'd wines abundapt pour; _ 
The lengthen'd hope with prudence bound 
Proportion'd to the flying hour. 
Ev'n while we talk in careleſs eaſe, 
.. Our envious minutes wing their flight; 
Then ſwift the fleeting pleaſure ſeize 
Nor truſt to-morrow's doubtful light. Faancis. 
But to proceed with my journey. I efteem myſelf 
poaincy happy, on one account in particular, that 
undertook it; and have only to regret it did not 
take place ſooner, as it tended to undeceive me in a 
matter in which T had long been in an error. 
How much one good well-natur'd deed 
- Exhilerates the mind! "Be 
Self-love ſhonld prompt each human heart 
To ſtudy to be kind | Ss 
| Remembrance of a little a& 
'® Will always ſmiling look, 
Which, though 'twas uſeful and humane, 


Small coſt and labour took. 
Dr. Doy»'s Poem to Humanity. 


The caſe was this: I had for ſeven years paſt ſup- 
poſed that the parents of my firſt wife were dead ; 
and on enquiring after them of Mr. Caſh at Bridge- 
water, he confirmed the report. However, as we 
paſſed through North Petherton, being but a mile 
from the place where they formerly lived, I could 
not help ſtopping to find out the time when they died, 
and what other particulars I could learn relative to 
them; but, to my very great ſurpriſe, I was inform- 
ed that they were both living at Newton, two miles 
diſtant. On this information I gave the coachman 
orders to drive us there, but {till could ſcarcely credit 


| LIFE OF J. LACKINGTON, 30 
that they really were alive, -But,. O my dear friend, 
it is utterly impoſhble for me to deſcribe the ſenſa- 
tions. of Mrs, Lackington and myſelt, on entering 

——— The coweb'd cottage, 
« With ragged wall of mould'ring mad” 
which contained them ! 
Then Poverty, grim ſpere, roſe, , | 
And horror o'er the proſpe& threw. AMWELLs 
There we found—two | 
&« Poor hitman ruins, tottering o'er the grave,” 
The dim light on our entrance feemed a little to flaſh 
in the ſocket, and every moment threatened to dif- 
appear for ever! while their © pale wither'd hands 
were ſtretched out towards me,” trembling at once 


with eagerneſs and age, Never before did I feel the 
full force of Shakſpeare's deſcription, | 


— Laſt ſcene of all 

& That ends this ſtrange eventful hiſtory, 

« Is ſecond childiſhneſs, and mere oblivion : 

« Sans teeth, ſans eyes, fans taſte, ſans every thing.” 


From ſuch a ſtate of poverty and wretchedneſs, good - 
God, deliver every worthy character. 
The old man is ninety years of age, and the good 
old woman eighty. "The old man's intellefts are much 
impaired; he for a moment knew me, and then his 
recolle&ion ftorſook him, His behaviour brought to 
my mind, the paſſage in the Odyſſey, where the good 
old man meets his long loſt ſon, 


6c 


« He faints, he finks, with mighty joys oppreſt, 
&« But as returning life regains its feat, 

« And his breath lengthens, and his pulſes beat ; 
« Yes, I believe, he cries, almighty Jove ! 

« Heay'n rules as yet, and gods there are above.” 


The old woman retained her ſenſes and knowledge 
during the whole of the time we were with them. 

« They breath'd their prayer, long may ſuch goodneſs live ! 

«© *Twas all they gave, 'twas all they had to give.” 

On inquiry I found, that what little property 
they had potRfled had been all expended for forge 
VEAFI. . | | 
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How many once in Fortune's 1:p high fee, 
Solicit the cold hand of Charity ! * 
To ſhock us more—folicit it in vain! ' Dr. Youxs. 


Amidſt this dreary ſcene, it was ſome alleviation to 
learn that their pious ſon had given them w eckly as 
much as he could afford from his own little family, 
and I have added enough to render them as comfort- 
able” as their great age can poſſibly admit of, But for 
your ſake ns my own, I will.drop this gloomy ſub. 
ject; which to me proved one of the moſt aftefting 
icencs that ever I experienced m the whole courſe of 
my life; and I believe that had I not afforded them 
relief, the dreary ſcene would _ have followed my 
haunted 3 imagination to My grave. 


Oh Charity ! our helplefs nature's pride, . 

Thou friend to him who knows no friend beſide, 
Is there a morning s breath, or the ſweet gale 
That ſteals o'er the tir'd pilgrim of the vale, 
Cheering with fragrance freſh his weary frame, 
Aught like the incenſe of the holy flame ? 

Is aught in all the beauties that adorn 

The azure heaven, or purple light of morn ? 

Is aught fo fair in evening's ling*'ring gleam, 

As from thine eye the meek and peafive beam, 
That falls, like ſaddeft moonlight on the hill 
And diſtant grove, when the wide world is ſtill.” 
BowL 5. 


Ft is a fine fpeech that Metaſtaſio puts into the mouth 
of Titus : 


What would'ſt thou leave me, friend, if thou deny” ſt me 

1he glorious privilege of doing good 2 

Shall I my only joy forego ; 

No more my Kind protection ſhew, 
To thoſe by fortune's frown purſu'd ;: 

No more exalt each virtuous friend, 

No more a bounteous hand extend, ; 
T* enrich the worthy and the good ? . Hoorr.- 


During our continuance at Wellington, 1 one 
morning rede over to Black Down, on »urpole to 
inſpect an immenfe heap of flones on the top of the 
hill, firaight before the town, which I remembered 
to have ſeen when a boy. The diſtance from Welling-- 
ton 15 about two miles, 'Theſe ſtones cover about an 
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:ere of ground, and riſe to a great height, The 
country peaple informed me with great gravity, that 
*+ the devil brought them there in one night in his 
leathern apron.” But the name of it, as well as the 
form, proves what it was, It is called Symmon's 
Borough or Barrew; which, you know, fignifies a bu- 
r1a]-place. I ſhould not have-taken any notice of it here, 
had I ever ſeen any Barrow of ones befides this, and 
five other ſmaller Barrows, about half a mile from 
the large one. The country people informed me that 
the devil brought the five heaps there in his glove, 
I alſo obſerved the remains of a large camp near the 
ſpot. Camden has taken hotice of a large camp at 
Roach Caſtle, three *or four miles from hence; 1t is. 
ſtrange that neither he nas Gough ſhould take any 
notice of ſo ſingular a Barrow as this certainly is, 


I am, 
Dear Friend, 


Yours, 
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LETTER KXLVIN. 


Ye who araid this Feveriſh world would wear 
A body free of pain, of cares the mind, 
Fly the rank city ; ſhim its turbid air : 
Breathe not the chaos of eternal ſmoke 
And volatile corruption from the dead, 
| The dying, ſickening, and the hying world 
Exnhal'd, te ſully heaven's tranſparent dome 
With dim mortality, It is not air 
That from a thouſand lungs reke back to thine, 
Sated with exhaltations, rank awd fell, 
The ſpoil of dunghills, and the putrid thaw 
Of Nature ; when from ſhape and texture ſhe 


Relapſed into fighting Etemeints. 
"Vt is not air, but floats a fdaſeous maſs 
Of all obſcene, cotrupt, offenſive things, 
Much moiſture hurts : here a ſordid bath, 
With daily rancour fraught, relaxes more 
The ſolids than fimple moiſture can. 
y ARMSTRoONG'S Art of Health. 


I once «n feveral 'years am ſeen, . 
At Bath or Tunbridge, to careen. SPLEENs 


Lyme Sep. 4y I 79TH. 
DEAR FRIEND, 


4AIFEING now at one of thoſe 
places uſually called watering places, that 1s, a place 
where invalids reſort in great numbers for the real or 
pretended purpoſe of drinking the waters for which 
_ each particular fituation is in repute, and daring in 
them with a view to the reſtoration of their health $ 
I ſhall trouble you with a few obſervations which 
have occurred to me on the ſubje&, I cannot enter» 
tain a doubt but that many by this practice have been 
highly benefizzd; but at the ſame time I muſt ob- 
ferve that ſuch relief is only to be reaſonably expect- 
cd where the parties poſſeſs a ſufficicnt ſhare of pru- 
dence to conform to ſuch rules as are laid down to 
them by thoſe who are beſt acquainted with the na« 
ture of the ſeveral complaints, the ſtrength or weak- 
neſs of their conſtitutions, and the different virtues 
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thoſe ſeveral waters poſſeſs, ſo as properly to adapt 
them to each particular cafe, by drinking the waters 
at proper{tated periods, as well as in proper doſes : 
betides conforming to ſuch a,regimen as ſhall co- 
operate with them in producing the deſired effect, 
But where invalids neglect all, or indeed any of thoſe 
rules, is it not; rather an. abſurdity to expect relief ? 
—l will endeavour to explain\myfelf : » . 

Tho waters either poſſeſs powerful virtues, or 
they do not, If they do, is it not obvious that ſome 
1udgment and caution is neceſſary win the uſe of them ? 
which muſt cither produce .good-or bad effects, ac- 
cording to the prudence with which they are applicd. 
It on the other hand, they are of ſo inſignificant a 
nature, that they may be ufſed-at any time, and in 
any proportion, without 1njury;' and that too in dif- 
orders and conſtitutions very much varying from each 
other, then ſurely the inference muſt be, that no de- 
| peudence 1s to be placed on them, arid conſequently 
1t matters not if they are -never-uſed at all. For what 
purpoſe tlien do ſuch! numbers put themſelves to the 
4nconvenience, ence, and trouble of travellitg 
(frequetitly from Uiſtanit partes of the kingdom) and 
that too when many of them are in ſo debilitated a 
ſtate, that their very removal 1s attended with ex- 
treme danger, and ſometimes proves fatal ? But 
that thoſe waters are not inaftive, I am well con- 
vinced, having ſeen the bad effefts arifing from the 


imprudent uſe of them, in many inſtances, 'as well as 


with due caution. | | F b] 

* I was firſt led into theſe reflections by having been 
highly diverted, when I vifited Buxton ſeveral ſum- 
mers, with the prepoſterous and abſurd conduct 6f 
Aome of the company who reſorted thither for the 
' purpole of reſtoring their health; I remember fix 6r 
ſeven / gentlemen \informing me, | that they were vio- 
:leatly atilicted with the gout and rheumatiſm, and had 
undertaken this journey in hopes of receiving benefit 
by the waters, Theſe gentlemen often rode or walk- 
ed about. the cold dreary hills, in very damp wet 
mornings, and afterwards drank claret from three 


the happy conſequences attendihg their being. uſed 
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o*clock in the z!{tcrnoon to three the next morniny : 
But I did not continue. there long enough to be a 
witneſs of the happy effets which muſt inevitably' be 
produced by a perſeverance in-fuch a judicious'regt» 
men. 7 Fc 4 - | 
I alfo viſited Freeſtone, near Boſton 'in Lincoln- 
flure: tro which place a number of trade{men'and 
farmers reſorted with their wives, in hopes of 'receiv- 
ing benefit from the uſe of the ſalr water, in a variety 
of complaints; which they had been adviſed to do by 
the faculty, for a month, with particular directions 
to bathe every other day, and on the intermediate 
days to drink half a pint of the water in the courſe 
of that day. But theſs wie people on duly eonfider- 
ing the matter, were fully convinced that this would 
detain them from- their families and buſineſs lonyer 
than was altogether convenient ; and alſo (which 
they ſuppoſed thetr medical friends never thought of) 
that they could bathe the full number of times, and 
drink the preſcribed quantity of: the water in'a week 
or a fortnight at fartheſt, and thus. not only expedite 
the cure, bor likewiſe enable them to. return to their 
families and buſineſs ſo much earlier, as well as ſave 
the neceſſary expences attending their continuing for 
fuch a length of time at the watering place. Theſe 
united conſiderations appeared to them ſo confiftent 
with prudence and economy, that they refolved to 
put them into immediate practice, I remonſtrated 
with ſeveral of. theſe good people on the impropriety 
.of their conduct ; but whether they concluded I was 
a party intercſted in detaining them on the ſpot, or 
whether they deemed my judgment inferior to their 
own, I know not ; but I obſcrved that ſome of them 
bathed ſeveral times in a day, and drank falt-water by 
the quaxt, the conſequence of which was, that they 
' left the place, when the time expired which they had 
wwe to themſelves, much worſe than they came. 
Some indeed were fo very weak, that F am perſuaded 
they could with difhculty reach their homes alive. 
And in theſe caſes the want of ſucceſs, inſtead of being 
attributed to the folly of the patients, is generaliy 
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Wansferred to the waters, and to the want of judg- 
an+:t in thoſe who adviſed the uſe of them. 

I affure you, my dear friend, this is pretty much 
the cafe at Lyme. My rooms commanding a view 
of the ſca, I have this and ſeveral other days noticed 
many decent looking men going down the beach three 
-or four times in as many hours, and drinking a pint 
of water each time. TL have made the fame obſerva- 
non at Margate, Brighton, Haſtings, LLaftbourne, Seaton, 
Charmozth, and other places, / ſo that the ob'ervation 
ef Crabſhaw's nurſe, in the Adventures of Sir 
Launcelot Greaves, has frequently occurred to me 2 
< Blefſed be G=— (faid ſhe) my patient is un a fair 
way ! his apozem-:has had a bleffed effect! five and 
twenty ſtools ſince three o'clock in the morning !”? 

Relating theſe particulars to a medical friend, he 
mformed me that ſuch ſpecimens of ignorance and 
obſtinacy were by no means confmed to the watering 
places ; as he had 1n the cour.e of his practice met 
with repeated inſtances, where patients with a view: 
of haſtening ' the cure, and getting out of the doftor's 
hanils (whom the vulgar charztably fuppote wiſh to re- 
tain them there as long as poſſible) have ſwallowed a 
half pint mixture intended for ſeveral doſes at once, 
and a whole box of pills in the fame manner. The 
conſequences ot which have becn, that from the vio- 
lence of the operations they have remained 7n his 
hands a conſiderable time,. ſome ſo long as life (thus 
fooliſhly trifled with) laſted. »H 

- Bat here are many of another claſs; ſome of whom, 
though not all, came on purpotfe to bathe, but during 
the whole of their continuance,' never'found time to-. 
bathe once. Some haſten to the billiard-room as ſoon 
as they are out of their beds in the morning, and. 
there they continue until bed-time again, A few of 
theſe are indeed much benefited, bcing cured 'of cone 
ſremptions in their purſes, while others become propor- 
tionably as much emaciated. And a great number, 
both of ladies and gentlemen, devote the whole of 
their time to dreffing, cating, and playing at whiſt. 
Charming -exerciſe it muſt be ! as they frequently fit 
{till in their chairs, for eight or tcn hours together, 
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Where knights, and beaux, and lords, and ſharpers rut ; 
, Some to undo, but more to be undone, | 
Of all the plagues that from the birth of time, 
Have rang'd by turns this ſablunary clime, 
And in their various forms the nations curs'd, 
The boundleſs loye of play is ſure the worſt... | 
| " | WrisT, a Poem. 
Here are others again, who, like the gentlemen 
at Buxton, fit drinking (often red port after falt-water) 
until three or four in the morning; making a de- 
lightful noiſe, to compoſe thaſe in the ſame houſe who 
are real izvaiids, and who defirous of obtaining reſt, 
retire early, though frequent'y to very lutle. purpoſe. 
. I have .alfo obtlerved, that all the above. places are 
as healthy for horſes, as they are for their maſters. 
For as the innkeepers depend almoſt entirely on the 
feaſon, they take great care, and do all they can to 
make theſe places comforrable. So that if gentlemen 
have fat, lazy, prancing horſes, and want to reduce 
them in ſize and temper, they, may be ſure to have it 
done in ſome of the inns and ſtables at the various 
watering places ; where ſuch hay is procured as muſt 
infallibly anſwer the purpoſe even though they be 
allowed a double portion of corn. | 
There is vet another very great advantage (which 
T had like to have forgot) reſulting from attending 
the watering places. Such gentlemen who happen 
to have' ſervants too honeſt, too induſtrious, too 
attentive, too cleanly, too humble, too. ſober, &c, 
by taking them to any of theſe places, where they 
have ſo much leiſure time, and where theſe party- 
colourcd gentry meet together ſo eften, :and in ſuch 
numbers, no one can. go away unimproved, except 
he is a very dull fellow indeed.— This is not merely. 
my own. obſervation : for ſeveral gentlemen of my 
' acquaintance aſſured me that they had always found 
their ſervants improved prodigiouſly after cach of 
theſe excurſions. ' | 
We purpoſe ſetting out for Weymouth in a day or 
two: but as I intend that this ſhall be my laſt epiltle,, 
I will not conclude it until I arrive at Merton, 
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* If into diſtant parts I vainly roam, 
« And novelty from varied objects try, 


«© My buſy thoughts reſeek their wonted home, 
« And ficken at the yain variety.” | 


I think Lord Bacon ſomewhere ſays, that np man 
is as happy abroad, as he is at home; and I can, 
without much ſcruple of conſcience, ſubſeribe to the 
following lines of the poet : | 


Happy the n:an who truly loves his home, 
And never wanders farther from his dovr 
Than we have gone to-day ; who feels his heart 
Still drawing homeward, and delights ike us 
Once more to reſt his foot on his own threſhold. 
| Hupn»1s. 


1erton, Sept. 11th, We arrived here ſafe laſt nighr, 
being my birth-day. 

; « Hers, here for ever could 1 ſtzy, 

« Here calmly loiter life away, 

« No more thoſe vain connections know 


« Which fetter down the free-born mind, 
«© The ſlave of intereſt or of ſhow.” 


At Weymouth we had the honour of walking ſe- 
veral evenings on the Eſplanade, with their majeſties 
and the tour princeſſes. His majeſty ſeems in perfect 
health and ſpirits, and diffuſes hte and ſpirits to all 
around him. Long, very long may he continue to 
enjoy the ſame degree of health and happineſs !. But I 
could not help pitying Mr. Hughes, the manager of 
the Theatre there ; as the company in general ſeem 
to pay but very little attention to plays, while they 
can partake of the pleaſure of walking and breathing 
the ſea air with ſo many of the royal family. But 
his majeſty,, whoſe humanity 1s. by no means the 
leaſt of his. many virtues, will. no doubt conlfider Mr, 
| Hughes, who ts induitrious to an extreme, as he is 
ſcarce a moment idle. For befides managing his com- 
pany, performing. himſelf fax, ſometimes eight cha- 
racters in a week, he paints all his own ſcenes, and 
attends to many other ſubzetts ; and although he has 
had a large expenſive family (uine children,) the 
\ theatre there, and that alio at Excter 1s his owns, 
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Weymouth theatre he rebuilt about four yours fince ; 
every thing 1s very neat ; his ſcenes are fine, and his 
_ company A "ay yep one. 1 ſaw them perform four 

pieces with a deal of pleaſure ; notwithſtanding I had 
often ſeen the ſame in London, I remarked here as I 
hal long before done at Bath, that the parts were 
more equally ſupported than they often are at Drury» 
lane and Covent-garden; for although at thoſe places 
we have many firſt-rate aftors and actreſſes, yet ſome» 
times parts are given to ſuch wretched performers as 
would not grace a barn, which I never ſaw done at 
Bath or Weymouth. —_ SE nes 

In our road home, within half a mile of Dorcheſter, 
we ſtopt and ſpent half an hour in looking round the 
famous Roman Amphitheatre, It is cloſe to the road, 
on the right-hand fide, and 'covers about an acre of 
ground. ' It is judged that ten thouſand people might 
(without interruption have beheld ſuch exerciſcs as 
were exhibited in this ſchool of the ancients; it is 
called Mambary, and is ſuppoſed to be the com- 
pleateſt antiquity of the kind in England, 

I al'o amuſed myſelf, as I travelled through Dor- 
ſetſhire and Wiltſhire, in ſurveying many of the nu- 
merous camps, fortifications, and barrows: which 
laſting .monuments of antiquity are to be ſcen in a- 
bundance in theſe counties, a great number of them 
remaining ina perfect ſtate. | 

Nor could I any longer omit the opportunity of 
| ſeeing that ſtupendous piece of antiquity on Saliſbury 
Plain, the famous Stonehenge, two miles from Ambreſ- - 
bury. We. ſpent near two hours there in aſtoniſh- 
ment ; and- had not night came on, we ſhould not 
have. been able to parted from it ſo ſoon. We found 
a very good inn at Ambreſbury, which proves very 
convenient: to ſuch whom curioſity may detain on 
this wonderful ſpot until it is late. Tt is remarkable, 
that although ſo many able antiquaries have devoted 
their time and attention to the inveſligation of Stone- 
henge, it remains ſtill a matter undecided when and 
for what purpoſe this amazing pile was formed ; nor 
1s there leſs cauſe of admiration, how ſtones of ſuch 
magnitude were. brought hither ! I ſhall not preſume, 
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either to decide on this curious point, or offer any 
conjectures of = OWN. | 


I have now, . Sir, not only given you the moſt ma- 
terial circumſtances of my life, but have alfo ſuper- 
added a ſhort ſketch of ſome of my travels. And 
ſhould the fine air of Merton preſerve the ſtock of 
health and ſpirits, which I have acquired in this laſt 
excurſion, I intend during the ſummer to ſpend a 
few hours in the middle of three or four days in every 
week in Chiſwell-ſtreet, devoting the mornings and 
the remainder of the evenings to my rural retreat, 


« Where'cheerfulneſs, triumphant fair, 
_ «& Diſpels the painful cloud cf care, 
« O, ſweet of language, mild of mien, 
*« O, Virtue's friend, and pleaſure's queen |! 
« By thee our board with flow'rs is crown'd, 
«« By thee with ſongs our walks reſound ; 
« By thee the ſprightly mornings ſhine, 
« And evening hours in peace decline.” 


As my houſe at Merton is not far from the church- 
yard, I was a few evenings ſince walking in this 

receptacie-of mortality, and recolleCting the ſcene be- 
tween Sir Lucius O*Trigger and Acres, ſaid to my- 
ſelf, ** Here is good ſnug lying,” in this place. So 
I fat down on one of the graves, and wrote the fol. 
lowing lines, which I hope when I am gone to hea- 
ven (I am not in hafte) my friends will have engraved 
on my tomb-ſtone ; 
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Good paſſenger, one moment ſtay, 
And contemplate this heap f clay ; 
'Tis Lacx1NG Ton that claims a pauſe, 
| Who ftrove with Death, but loſt his cauſe; 
A Qtranger genius ne'er need be, 
Than many a merry year was he, 
Some faults he had ; ſome. virtues too ; 
| (The Devil himſelf ſhould have his due :) 
And as Dame Fartune's wheel turn'a round, 
Whether at top or bottom found, 
He never once forgot kis ſtation, 
\Nor e&'er diſawn'd a poor relation j 


P 
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. In poverty he found content, 

Riches ne'er made him inſolent. 

When poor, he'd rather read than eat ; 
When rich, books form'd his higheſt treat. 
His firſt great with, to aft, with care, 
The ſeveral parts afſign'd him here ; 

And, as his heart'ro truth inclin'd, 

He ſtudy'd hard the truth to find, 

Much pride he had, *twas love of fame, 
And ſlighted gold, to get a name; 

But fame herſclf prov'd greateſt gain, 

For riches follow'd in her train. 

Much had he read, and much had thought, 
Aud yet, you ſee, he's come to nought ; 
Or out of print, as he would ſay, 

To be revis'd ſome future day ; 

Free from errata, with addition, 

A new, and a complete edition, 


In fine weather I never leave this place for Lon- 
don, but with great reluftance, I have a good pri- 
vate library here, and with a book im my hand I 
wander from. field to field ; and during ſuch hours 
feel not a wiſh unſatisfied. And was my immenſe 
ſtock of books turned into t.01.ey, great as the profirs 
are at No, 46 and 47, Chiſiell-ſtreet, they would 
be no temptation to me, ever to ſee it more, 


I feel the mind 
Expand irfelt in wider libert;, 
The diſtant ſound breaks gently on my ſenſe; 
Soothing to meditation : ſo methinks, - 
Even ſo, ſequeſter'd from the noiſy world, 
Could I wear out this tranſitory being 
In peaceful cohtemplation and calm eaſe. 
TI would not make this life a life of toil 
For wealth o'erbalanc'd with a thouſand cares 
Or power, which baſe compliance muſt upbold g/ 
Or honour laviſh'd moſt on courtly* flayes ; 
Or Fame, vain breath of a misjudging world | 
Who for ſuch periſhable gaudes would put + 
A yoke upor. his free-unbroken ſpirit, 
And gall himſelf with trammels and the rubs 
Of tnis wor [4's buſineſs ? 
Ckowt's Leweſdown Hill, a Poem, 


The following lides expreſs the ideas which have 
often been my own ; 
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Refoly'd the roving, reſtleſs mind to cure, 
And guide the future different from the paſt, 
I ſought for ſweets that might thro? life endure, 
And foudly fancied they were found at laſt. 
Britiſh Album. 


During the winter T purpoſe ſpending moſt of my 
time in town ; where I hope again to enjoy the con- 
pany of you, Sir, and ſome others of. our old philo- 
ſophical friends, and when tired of philoſophiztng, 
we will again ſing our old verſes : 


&«& What tho' the many wholly bend, 
« To things beneath our ſtate, 

«© Some poorly to be rich contend, 
« An\ others meanly great. 


«© There liv'd a few in ey'ry ſpace, 
&« Since firſt our kind bega', 

&« Who ſti!l maintain'd, with better graces, 
« The dignity of man, 


In the mean time, I am, ; 
| Dear ir:tend, yours. 


P. S. I ſhould deem myſelf deficient in point of 
juſtice to the ingenious artiit who gnnes the por- 
trait from whence the engraving affixed as a fryntile 
piece to this volume is taken, if I did not embrazcz 
this opportunity of acknowledging the approbation it 
has been honoured with by all who have ſeen it, as a 
ſtriking likeneſs. 

The following circumfiance, though to many it 
may appear in a ludicrous point of view, yet as 1t 1s a 
fact, which does not depend folcly on my atlertion, 1 
ſhall not hefitate to mention K. 

Before the portrait was finiſhed, Mrs. Lackington, 
accompanied by another lady, calicd on the painter to 
view 1t, Being 1fitroduced into a room filled with 
portraits, her littl- dog (the faithful Argus) being 
with her, immediately ran to that particular portrait, 
paying it the ſame attention as he is always accu!- 
tomed to do the original; which made 1t neceflary to 
remove him from it, leſt he fliould damage it ; though 
this was not accompliſhed without « xpreſiions of dit- 
ſatisfaction on the part of Fo Argus. 

 * 
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He knew his lord, he knew and ſtrove to meet, 


And all he could, his tail, his ears, his eyes, Ll 
Salute his maſter, and confeſs his joys. Porz's Odyſſey 


Thoſe who are converſant in hiſtory will not doubt 
rhe-fact; ſeveral fimilar inſtances being recorded of 
the lagacity and nice difcrimination-of theſe animals, 


A PRAYER, 


O may my work for evet live ! | | 

(Dear friend, this ſelfiſh zeal forgive : 

May no vile miſcreant ſaucy cook | 
Preſume to tear my learned book, 

To finge his fowl for nicer gueſt, 

Or pin it on the rurkey*'s breaſt. 

Keep it ſrom paftry bak'd, or buying. 
From broiling ſteak, and fritters frying ; / 
From lighting pipes or wrapping ſnuff, 
Or caſing up a feather muff; 

From alt the ſeveral ways the grocer 

(Who to the learned world's a fge, Sir,) 

Has found in twiſting, folding, packing, 

His brain and ours at once a racking : 

And may 1t never curl the head 

Of either living block,. or dead. 

Thus when all dangers they have paſt, 

tiy leaves like leaves of braſs ſhall laſt. 

No blaſt ſhall from a critic's breath, 

Ry vile infeftion cauſe their death, 

"Till they in flames at laſt expire, 

And help to ſet the world on fire, * AMTN« 
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